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Bethany Lutheran Church 
 
 

5th SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

February 5, 2023 

8:00 & 9:30 AM 
 

 

WELCOME TO BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

 

We are so glad you are here in God’s house for worship.  Here are some things to remember 

as we are gathered together today: 
  

Before worship, talk to God!  (see inside cover of hymnal for pre-service prayer prompts) 
 

During worship, let God talk to you! 
 

After worship, talk to one another; and if you’re a visitor, please stop by the 

Connections table before you leave today and capture the QR codes for more 

information.   

 

Parents of Young Children:  We love to have children in worship.  God put the wiggle in 

children; don’t feel you have to completely suppress it in God’s house.  We know the 

presence of children in worship is a gift to the church!  It is in the Lord’s house that we learn 

how to listen and speak to our God with our brothers and sisters in faith.  Feel free to quietly 

explain the parts of the service and the actions of those leading worship.  Children learn how 

to worship by copying you.  If you have a need, we have “worship bags” in the Narthex filled 

with items to help children and families during worship.  There is a Cry Room across the 

courtyard in the office complex, where you as a parent may take your little one needing a 

break.  You will still be able to hear the worship service; and thus be able to continue your 

worship of the Lord. 
 

Please place cell phones and electronic devices on mute as you join us in worship this 

morning.  Thank you. 

 

 

PRELUDE:                                       “Light of Peace”                    Adult Advanced Bells  

~ Derek K. Hakes 

 

WELCOME 
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OPENING HYMN:                       “Holy, Holy, Holy”                
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CALL TO WORSHIP:   
 

 

Leader:  Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty,  

heaven and earth are full of His Glory. 
 

People:   The Glory of the one and only,  

full of grace and truth, the Lord Jesus Christ; 
 

Leader:   Who with the Father and the Holy Spirit is one God,  

whose nature is love that steadfastly endures forever.   
 

People: Amen. 

 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:   
 

 

Leader:   Let us come before God and admit that sin is part of our make-up,  

part of fallen human nature.  
 

People:   Most merciful God,  

we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.   

We have sinned against You in thought, word and deed;  

on both occasions, when we have chosen to disobey Your will,  

and those times we have accidentally transgressed Your laws.   

Lord, we have failed to love You with our whole heart  

and with all our mind,  

and we have refused to love others  

as much we love ourselves and the stuff of this world.   

For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the Light of Light,  

Very God of Very God, One with You in essence,  

who in humility became one with us through His incarnation,  

have mercy on us.   

Forgive us Lord and give us a heart and an attitude like that of Jesus.  

Amen.  
  

Leader: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for us,  

and for His sake, forgives us all our sins.   

Through His Holy Spirit, He empowers us to live for Him and others,  

to share His love and to bear witness to His mighty deeds in Christ,  

in whose name I forgive you all your sins.   

Go delighting in His will and walking in His ways. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY:   

 

Leader:    Lord, while Your house is a mighty fortress and a safe harbor it is at the 

same time a training room and a launching pad; grant us Your Spirit that 

we might be sent from this place into our own circles and spheres of 

influence to bring Christ and to be Christ-like to the glory of His holy 

name and the inclusion of many people into His body.  

People:  Amen. 

 

 

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING:   Isaiah 43:16-21 

 

 

The LORD makes a path through the sea and a road through the strong currents. 

He leads chariots and horses, an army and reinforcements. 

(They lie down together and do not get up again. 

They are extinguished and snuffed out like a wick.) 
 

This is what the LORD says: 
 

Forget what happened in the past, and do not dwell on events from long ago. 

I am going to do something new.  It is already happening.  Don’t you recognize it? 

I will clear a way in the desert.  I will make rivers on dry land. 

Wild animals, jackals, and ostriches will honor me. 

I will provide water in the desert. 

I will make rivers on the dry land for my chosen people to drink. 

I have formed these people for myself.  They will praise me.  –  GW ® 

 

 

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING:   1 Corinthians 2:1-12 

 

 

Brothers and sisters, when I came to you, I didn’t speak about God’s mystery  as if it 

were some kind of brilliant message or wisdom.  While I was with you, I decided to deal 

with only one subject—Jesus Christ, who was crucified.  When I came to you, I was 

weak.  I was afraid and very nervous.  I didn’t speak my message with persuasive 

intellectual arguments.  I spoke my message with a show of spiritual power so that your 

faith would not be based on human wisdom but on God’s power. 
 

However, we do use wisdom to speak to those who are mature.  It is a wisdom that 

doesn’t belong to this world or to the rulers of this world who are in power today and 

gone tomorrow.  We speak about the mystery of God’s wisdom.  It is a wisdom that has 

been hidden, which God had planned for our glory before the world began.  Not one of 
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the rulers of this world has known it.  If they had, they wouldn’t have crucified the Lord 

of glory.  But as Scripture says: 
 

“No eye has seen, no ear has heard, and no mind has imagined 

the things that God has prepared for those who love Him.” 
 

God has revealed those things to us by His Spirit.  The Spirit searches everything, 

especially the deep things of God.  After all, who knows everything about a person 

except that person’s own spirit?  In the same way, no one has known everything about 

God except God’s Spirit.  Now, we didn’t receive the spirit that belongs to the world. 

Instead, we received the Spirit who comes from God so that we could know the things 

which God has freely given us.  –  GW ® 

 
 

MINISTRY OF MUSIC:  

      8:00 AM                      “Lord, We Give Thanks”      Trinity Choir  
~  Mark Patterson 

 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL:    Matthew 5:13-20 
 

 

 

 

“You are salt for the earth.  But if salt loses its taste, how will it be made salty again?  It 

is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled on by people. 
 

“You are light for the world.  A city cannot be hidden when it is located on a hill.  No one 

lights a lamp and puts it under a basket.  Instead, everyone who lights a lamp puts it on a 

lamp stand.  Then its light shines on everyone in the house.  In the same way let your 

light shine in front of people.  Then they will see the good that you do and praise your 

Father in heaven. 
 

“Don’t ever think that I came to set aside Moses’ Teachings or the Prophets.  I didn’t 

come to set them aside but to make them come true.  I can guarantee this truth: Until the 

earth and the heavens disappear, neither a period nor a comma will disappear from the 

Scriptures before everything has come true.  So whoever sets aside any command that 

seems unimportant and teaches others to do the same will be unimportant in the kingdom 

of heaven.  But whoever does and teaches what the commands say will be called great in 

the kingdom of heaven.  I can guarantee that unless you live a life that has God’s 

approval and do it more faithfully than the experts in Moses’ Teachings and Pharisees, 

you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.  –  GW ® 
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SERMON HYMN:         “Come, Thou Font of Every Blessing”                     
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SERMON:   “Gospel DNA:  Adaptability”   

                       Text:  Isaiah 43:16-21 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY:   8:00 AM      “Psalm 46”                       
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SONGS:       9:30 AM                    “And So We Trust”                         Troubadour Choir        

                                                                     and  

                                                        “Jesus at the Cross”        
~  Rob Howard 

 

 

OFFERING:  The Offering Box is located in the center aisle.  If you so desire, Text 

Giving is now available by texting GIVE to 562-210-0463.  For On-line Giving 

information, contact Maraley at  mshaeffer@bethanylutheran.org  or call 562-421-4711, 

ext. 21.  Thank you! 
 

 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED:  (* catholic means the universal Christian Church) 
 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell.  On the third day He rose again. 

He ascended into heaven,  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy *catholic Church,  

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER: 
 

 

 

 

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen. 
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+    Holy Communion    + 
 

 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at Bethany in the joyful confession that our Lord gives 

us His very Body and Blood for the forgiveness of sins in this sacrament.  God intends 

this gift for His children who recognize their sin, trust in Christ as their Savior, desire 

to live for Him alone and join in this joyful confession. 

 

To help you prepare for communion we invite you to take a few moments of quiet 

prayer.  For aid there are prayers on the front page of the hymnal for both before 

and after the reception of communion.  Or simply pray,  Dear Lord Jesus, at Your 

gracious invitation You invite me to come to You, to eat and drink Your holy body and 

blood as You Yourself have promised to give in this sacrament of Your altar.  Forgive 

me of my sin, through this Your meal of Forgiveness.  Let me experience the fullness 

of Your love, through this Your meal of love.  Strengthen my faith, through this meal 

of Yours that calls for and bestows faith.  Empower me to live for You, through this 

Your meal that promises life everlasting and equips me for daily living as one who has 

received You and Your gifts.   

 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
 

For those communing, who so desire, the center cups in each tray are alcohol free. 

The wafers next to the Christ candle side are gluten free;  

for those with dietary restrictions, please take a gluten free wafer. 

For those wishing to use a self-contained communion chalice, let an usher know. 

 

In our 9:30 a.m. service we will practice the Easter tradition of continuous 

communion.  We will not kneel at the altar, rather we will join the procession of saints 

and come forward and remain standing as we receive the bread and wine.  After 

receiving the elements, you are invited to return to your seat and continue in 

meditation, prayer and song. 

 

 
DISTRIBUTION AND HYMNS    
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“Sweet Comfort” 

 
Verse 1: 

 

Whatever my God ordains is right 

His holy will abides 

I will be still whatever He does 

And follow where He guides 

 

Chorus: 
 

Sweet comfort sweet comfort 

Yet shall fill my heart 

Sweet comfort sweet comfort 

Sorrow shall depart 

 

Verse 2: 
 

Whatever my God ordains is right 

He makes my feet to stand 

Though sorrow need or death be mine 

He holds me in His hand 

 

Bridge: 
 

This bitter cup I take it 

My fainting heart restored 

So here I stand unshaken 

I trust upon the Lord 

 

Verse 3: 
 

He is my God though dark my road 

He holds me I shall not fall 

Whatever my God ordains is right 

To Him I leave it all 
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“Your Grace Finds Me” 

 
Verse 1: 

It's there in the newborn cry; There in the light of ev'ry sunrise 

There in the shadows of this life; Your great grace 

It's there on the mountain top; There in the ev'ryday and the mundane 

There in the sorrow and the dancing; Your great grace, O such grace 

 

Chorus 1: 
From the creation to the cross; There from the cross into eternity 

Your grace finds me; Yes Your grace finds me 

 

Verse 2: 

It's there on a wedding day; There in the weeping by the graveside 

There in the very breath we breathe; Your great grace 

The same for the rich and poor; The same for the saint and for the sinner 

Enough for this whole wide world; Your great grace, O such grace 

 

Chorus 2: 

From the creation to the cross; There from the cross into eternity 

Your grace finds me; Yes, Your grace finds me 

 

There in the darkest night of the soul; There in the sweetest songs of victory 

Your grace finds me; Yes, Your grace finds me 

 

Bridge: 

Your great grace O such grace; Your great grace O such grace 

The same for the rich and poor; The same for the saint and for the sinner 

Enough for this whole wide world; Your great grace O such grace 

 

Chorus 3: 

Breathing in Your grace; And breathing out Your praise 

I'm breathing in Your grace; Forever I'll be 

 

Ending: 

It's the same for the saint and the sinner; It's enough for this whole wide world 

Yes, Your grace finds me; Yes, Your grace finds me 
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“His Mercy Is More” 

 

 
 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

 
 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

THE BLESSING 
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CLOSING HYMN:                     “Be Thou My Vision”             

                                              

 

 
+                    +                    +                    +                    +                    + 
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COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS 
 

 

Liturgy (or the appropriate portion thereof) from Lutheran Service Book 

©2006 Concordia Publishing House.  Used by permission.  License #000012696 

 

“Holy, Holy, Holy” 

CCLI Song # 7150647.  Reginald Heber| Alex Navarro | Blake Flattley.  © 2020 Blake Flattley Music  

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

 

“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”   LSB 686 

“Ebenezer” means “Thus far has the LORD helped us This was the name given to the stone of remembrance that 

Samuel raised to God’s glory (1 Sam. 7:12).  Text: Robert Robinson, 1735-90, alt. 

Music: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, Harrisburg, 1813.  Text and music:  Public domain. 

CCLI Song # 7150647.  Alex Navarro | Blake Flattley.  © 2020 Blake Flattley Music.  All rights reserved 

For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com    CCLI License No. 396555 

 

“Psalm 46”—Be Still 

CCLI Song#5984453.  © Mike Crawford 2009. All rights reserved.   

For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com   CCLI License No. 396555 

 

“And So We Trust”/ “Jesus at the Cross”—9:30 Middle School 

Words and Music:  Rob Howard.  ~from “In the Big Inning”   

Created by:  Cyndi Nine, Rob Howard, David Guthrie  Choral Book 892028002728 

©2014 Little Big Stuff Music, LLC. All rights reserved.  Used with permission 

 

“Sweet Comfort” 

CCLI Song # 7041363.  Latifah Alattas | Sandra McCracken.  © 2015 Drink Your Tea Music  

(Fair Trade Music Publishing [c/o Essential Music Publishing LLC]).  Moda Spira Publishing  

(Admin. by Moda Spira LLC).  For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com   

CCLI License No. 396555 

 

“Your Grace Finds Me” 

CCLI Song # 7000686.  Jonas Myrin | Matt Redman.  © 2013 Atlas Mountain Songs  

(Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing).  Said And Done Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 

sixsteps Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing).  Thankyou Music  

(Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing).  worshiptogether.com songs (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 

For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com    CCLI License No. 396555 

 

“His Mercy is More” 

CCLI Song #7065053.  Matt Boswell | Matt Papas.  © 2016 Getty Music Hymns and Songs  

(Admin. by Music Services, Inc.).  Getty Music Publishing (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 

Love Your Enemies Publishing (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.).  Messenger Hymns  

(Admin. by Music Services, Inc.).  For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. 

www.ccli.com   CCLI License # 396555 

 

“Be Thou My Vision”  WOV 776 

Text:  Irish 8th-10th cent.; tr. Mary El Byrne, 1880-1931; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt. 

Music:  Irish tune; arr. Frank Ferko, b. 1950.  Text and music:  Public domain.  CCLI Song #7064078 

Blake Flattley| Mary E. Byrne| Eleanor H. Hull.  ©2015 There Will Be Rest  

(Admin. by Blake Flattley Music).  For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. 

www.ccli.com   CCLI License No. 396555 

 

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
http://www.ccli.com/
http://www.ccli.com/
http://www.ccli.com/
http://www.ccli.com/
https://shared.outlook.inky.com/link?domain=worshiptogether.com&t=h.eJxdjsEKgzAQBX9Fci5GxRjXk7-yJhsNJkZipEjpv7cplEKvMw_mPdgZHRsKtqS0D5zfQzwWu6cwU1oolip4divYmifTG-F2uTMb3LjyIUZ7hG38M2WIM297Q3VnhO4RWwAjSQGQktoATJVseN1J0TRQyboUkCP0iThcyThMydE1zh6t-57Q2f_I8wWILj1a.MEUCIQDT7KAYpVl8dj3IRcoqywjSKfkDoJGrzRa1-cgGLtDIywIgcHYoI9PAoablsn3u_66DJQK2ZdlgcgLbTVoJ8rQlAUw
http://www.ccli.com/
http://www.ccli.com/
http://www.ccli.com/
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You’re Invited to ROOTED! 
 

ROOTED is a 10-week spiritual formation experience designed to connect you with God, the 

church and your purpose in deep discipleship impacting ways. 
 

ROOTED is not a program, seminar or life-long small group; ROOTED is a catalyst for life-

change.  ROOTED provokes questions and conversations that are designed to help us find 

ourselves in God's story.  ROOTED is a means to further your walk and our walk together as 

disciples of Jesus! 
 

In the course of 10 weeks, groups of 10-15 meet once a week to discuss what they learned from 

the week's homework and delve deeper into what God has been saying to each group member.  

It's amazing what happens when the group gathers and begins to honestly share.  The Spirit goes 

to work in this sharing (what the Reformers called the Fourth Sacrament) as participants begin to 

hear different thoughts on topics they may have never considered or new ideas on subjects they 

thought they had previously mastered. 
 

The groups share three experiences together outside of the group time – all designed to magnify, 

intensify and deepen the explored topics and to transform hearts and lives through applying what 

has been learned and discussed.  These experiences include fasting and prayer, serving those in 

need, and sharing the story of your journey. 
 

ROOTED is for Everyone.  No matter where you stand in your relationship with Jesus at the 

beginning of ROOTED, there is always room to move forward.  
 

ROOTED is a significant commitment, but anything worth doing involves a certain amount of 

sacrifice.  ROOTED is a 10 consecutive week commitment.  Five days a week there is homework 

including daily readings, journaling thoughts on Bible passages and corresponding teachings, 

meditating on Scripture verses, and writing and praying intimate and personal prayers. 
 

Cost is $35.00 which covers materials and closing celebration. 

Scholarships available for those in need of assistance. 
 

Bethany ROOTED groups will meet on Thursdays….. 
 

 Men’s and Women’s Groups Thursday evenings from 6:30 – 8:30 PM at Bethany 

 Men’s Group Thursday mornings 7:30 – 9:00 AM 

 Women’s Group Thursday mornings 9:30 – 11:00 AM 
 

 Kick off date is Thursday March 2nd and we will conclude on Thursday May 4th. 
 

 If you are interested in being a facilitator or want further information contact: 

 Scott Andersen         scott@andersenbuilds.com          562-508-6146 

 Nola Seaman            nola.seaman@yahoo.com            562-225-6620 

 Mary Kay Esswein    mkesswein@ca.rr.com                714-443-1444 

 Pastor Kevin              kkritzer@bethanylutheran.org    562 421 4711  
 

No childcare available for this  

mailto:scott@andersenbuilds.com
mailto:nola.seaman@yahoo.com
mailto:mkesswein@ca.rr.com
mailto:kkritzer@bethanylutheran.org


 17 

 

 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO HEAR TODAY’S SERMON OR PREVIOUS SERMONS AGAIN… 
You can hear them as podcasts on our website www.bethanylutheran.org. 

 

 

 
ARE YOU RECEIVING THE BETHANY BULLET?     

The Bethany Bullet is a weekly capsule of worship highlights, and important information about events 

taking place at Bethany Lutheran Church.  If you would like to receive the Bethany Bullet please email 

Aimee Coleman at  acoleman@bethanylutheran.org  with your name and email address.  Tell a friend about 

the Bethany Bullet!  
 

http://www.bethanylutheran.org/
mailto:acoleman@bethanylutheran.org

