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Introduction 
In this passage, we learn about the privilege of gospel ministry and its importance for the whole world.  
 
 
 
1) The apostle Paul models for us the proper posture of gospel ministry (v. 8a). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2) The church’s ministry of proclaiming the gospel involves three related aspects (vv. 8b-13). 
 
 

a) Evangelize the nations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

b) Make plain the gospel to everyone. 
 
 
 

“The gospel is good news – the good news of what God has done in Jesus Christ.” 
 
 
 
 

c) Display God’s wisdom through the church to the spiritual forces in the heavenly realms. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Response 
Christians, you are participants in the presentation of the manifold wisdom of God on earth and in heaven. 
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Read the text aloud and discuss any significant observations or issues that need clarification together. 
 

1) What has been your experience with evangelism and talking to people about Jesus? Is it difficult or easy 
for you? 
 
 
 
 
 

2) Why does the apostle Paul call himself “the least of all the Lord’s people” (v. 8), and how does that 
reflect his humility before the Lord? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3) What is Paul talking about when he says he was assigned to preach to the Gentiles “the boundless riches 
of Christ” (v. 8)? How have you experienced the riches of Christ? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

4) How do we “make plain to everyone” the gospel (v. 9)? How do you define “the gospel” and in what 
ways do you explain it to people? 

 
 

 
 
 
 

5) Why did God decide to show God’s “manifold wisdom” to the spiritual forces in the heavenly realms 
“through the church” (10)? What does that teach us about the importance of the church to God?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6) How many Christians today seek to share the gospel with their friends, co-workers, and neighbors? How 
seriously do you take God’s command to tell others about Jesus?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7) What would help you or motivate you to share the gospel with people more regularly? Can you think of a 
person or two to whom you might talk about Jesus? Spend time praying that the Lord would help you 
share the gospel with others.  

 
 
 

Further study this week: Passages related to the message of this week’s text: Matthew 28:19-20 (Mon); 1 Peter 
3:15 (Tues); 1 Corinthians 2:1-5 (Wed); Romans 10:14-15 (Thurs); Matthew 9:36-38 (Fri). 


