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Introduction: In this text, God teaches the church how to have a confident peace in a world of hate and 
injustice. 
  
1) Our broken world is filled with so many kinds of hate and injustice (vv. 1-8, 10-12). 
 
 
 
 
 

Romans 3  
9 … For we … are all under the power of sin. 10 As it is written: “There is no one righteous, not even one; 
11 there is no one who understands; there is no one who seeks God. 12 All have turned away, they have 
together become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one.” 13 “Their throats are open 
graves; their tongues practice deceit.” “The poison of vipers is on their lips.” 14 “Their mouths are full of 
cursing and bitterness.” 15 “Their feet are swift to shed blood; 16 ruin and misery mark their ways, 17 and 
the way of peace they do not know.” 18 “There is no fear of God before their eyes.”  
 
 
23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and all are justified freely by his grace through 
the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
2) As you live in our broken world, do not forget that Jesus has overcome the world (v. 9). 

 
 
 
 
 

 
John 16:33: “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have 
trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” 

 
Psalm 27:1: The Lord is my light and my salvation—whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my 
life—of whom shall I be afraid? 

 
 
 
 
 
Response 
Disciples of the King of kings, whom shall you fear, and of whom shall you be afraid? 
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Read the text aloud and discuss together any significant observations or issues needing clarification. 
1) How would you describe the hate and injustice you see in our world today? 

 
 
 
 
 

2) How does the plot of vv. 1-7 thicken with the background knowledge that the two brothers who killed 
Ish-Bosheth (vv. 1-7) were descendants of the people group that was murdered and enslaved by his 
father, Saul?  
 
 
 
 
 

3) Was it wrong for David to execute the two brothers for their murder of Ish-Bosheth (vv. 8-12) but only 
verbally reprimand Joab for the murder of Abner (2 Sam 3), especially with the background information 
that Joab was David’s nephew (his sister’s son)? 

 
 
 
 
 

4) Why would the Bible want us to see all these messy details in the lives of his covenant people? What are 
such depictions of hatred and injustice intending to teach Christians today? 

 
 
 
 

 
5) How is v. 9 a significant principle for Christians to know and believe today, that no matter what is 

happening in the world, God is the one who “delivers” his people? 
 
 
 
 

 
6) In what other ways, if any, did this passage speak into your life to teach, rebuke, correct, or train you in 

righteousness (cf. 2 Timothy 3:16)? 
 
 
 
 
 
Further study this week: Passages related to the message of this week’s text: Romans 3:9-18 (Mon); Romans 
3:23-24 (Tues); John 16:33 (Wed); Psalm 27 (Thurs); Psalm 91 (Fri). 
 


