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Introduction 
In this passage God teaches us how he works in the world and our lives and directs us to trust in him. 
 

The Text: 1 Samuel 23 
1Now they told David, “Behold, the Philistines are fighting against Keilah and are robbing the threshing 
floors.” 2 Therefore David inquired of the Lord, “Shall I go and attack these Philistines?” And the Lord said to 
David, “Go and attack the Philistines and save Keilah.” 3 But David's men said to him, “Behold, we are afraid here 
in Judah; how much more then if we go to Keilah against the armies of the Philistines?” 4 Then David inquired of 
the Lord again. And the Lord answered him, “Arise, go down to Keilah, for I will give the Philistines into your 
hand.” 5 And David and his men went to Keilah and fought with the Philistines and brought away their livestock and 
struck them with a great blow. So David saved the inhabitants of Keilah. 6 When Abiathar the son of Ahimelech had 
fled to David to Keilah, he had come down with an ephod in his hand. 7 Now it was told Saul that David had come to 
Keilah. And Saul said, “God has given him into my hand, for he has shut himself in by entering a town that has gates 
and bars.” 8 And Saul summoned all the people to war, to go down to Keilah, to besiege David and his men. 9 David 
knew that Saul was plotting harm against him. And he said to Abiathar the priest, “Bring the ephod here.” 10 Then 
David said, “O Lord, the God of Israel, your servant has surely heard that Saul seeks to come to Keilah, to destroy 
the city on my account. 11 Will the men of Keilah surrender me into his hand? Will Saul come down, as your servant 
has heard? O Lord, the God of Israel, please tell your servant.” And the Lord said, “He will come down.” 12 Then 
David said, “Will the men of Keilah surrender me and my men into the hand of Saul?” And the Lord said, “They will 
surrender you.” 13 Then David and his men, who were about six hundred, arose and departed from Keilah, and they 
went wherever they could go. When Saul was told that David had escaped from Keilah, he gave up the 
expedition. 14 And David remained in the strongholds in the wilderness, in the hill country of the wilderness of Ziph. 
And Saul sought him every day, but God did not give him into his hand. 15 David saw that Saul had come out to seek 
his life. David was in the wilderness of Ziph at Horesh. 16 And Jonathan, Saul's son, rose and went to David at 
Horesh, and strengthened his hand in God. 17 And he said to him, “Do not fear, for the hand of Saul my father shall 
not find you. You shall be king over Israel, and I shall be next to you. Saul my father also knows this.” 18 And the two 
of them made a covenant before the Lord. David remained at Horesh, and Jonathan went home. 19 Then the Ziphites 
went up to Saul at Gibeah, saying, “Is not David hiding among us in the strongholds at Horesh, on the hill of 
Hachilah, which is south of Jeshimon? 20 Now come down, O king, according to all your heart's desire to come 
down, and our part shall be to surrender him into the king's hand.” 21 And Saul said, “May you be blessed by 
the Lord, for you have had compassion on me. 22 Go, make yet more sure. Know and see the place where his foot is, 
and who has seen him there, for it is told me that he is very cunning. 23 See therefore and take note of all the lurking 
places where he hides, and come back to me with sure information. Then I will go with you. And if he is in the land, I 
will search him out among all the thousands of Judah.” 24 And they arose and went to Ziph ahead of Saul. Now David 
and his men were in the wilderness of Maon, in the Arabah to the south of Jeshimon. 25 And Saul and his men went to 
seek him. And David was told, so he went down to the rock and lived in the wilderness of Maon. And when Saul heard 
that, he pursued after David in the wilderness of Maon. 26 Saul went on one side of the mountain, and David and his 
men on the other side of the mountain. And David was hurrying to get away from Saul. As Saul and his men were 
closing in on David and his men to capture them, 27 a messenger came to Saul, saying, “Hurry and come, for the 
Philistines have made a raid against the land.” 28 So Saul returned from pursuing after David and went against the 
Philistines. Therefore that place was called the Rock of Escape. 29And David went up from there and lived in the 
strongholds of Engedi. 
 
1) The biblical doctrine of the providence of God offers us a truth about the world and a tool for our life.  
 
2) The providence of God is clearly displayed in 1 Samuel 23 in the ways God deals with David. 
 
Response 
Christians, put on the biblical spectacles of the doctrine of the providence of God and live differently.  



 
Sunday Text Questions 

1 Samuel 23 
January 22, 2023 

Pastor Mickey Klink 
 

1) Starter Question: How does God fit into the equation when you face crises in your life?  
 
 

2) Read the text aloud and discuss together any significant observations or issues needing clarification. 
 
 

3) What might have caused David to feel concern and even responsibility for the village of Keilah, when he 
is facing a life crisis of his own (v. 1)?  
 
 

4) When you are facing a crisis or problem, do you act like David or do you tend to focus on your own 
problems, and why?  
 
 

5) In this text David continually “inquired of the Lord,” seeking the Lord’s will in different situations (e.g., 
vv. 2, 4). What does it look like for a Christian to seek the Lord’s will.   
 
 

6) How does a Christian today in the New Covenant (note: David was under the Old Covenant) confirm the 
will of the Lord for their life and in specific situation? 
 

 
7) Saul was clearly not following the will of God, yet he assumed in v. 7 that the circumstances implied 

“God has given him [David] into my hand.” What theological mistake was Saul making here? 
 

 
8) Q/A 27 of the Heidelberg Catechism defines the providence of God this way: “God’s providence is his 

almighty and ever-present power, whereby, as with his hand, he still upholds heaven and earth and all 
creatures, and so governs them that leaf and blade, rain and drought, fruitful and barren years, food and 
drink, health and sickness, riches and poverty, indeed, all things, come to us not by chance but by his 
fatherly hand.” Why is this an important doctrinal truth for the Christian to understand? 
 
 
 
 
 

9) Q/A 28 of the Heidelberg Catechism teaches us that the biblical doctrine of the providence of God 
benefits the Christian in these ways: “We can be patient in adversity, thankful in prosperity, and with a 
view to the future we can have a firm confidence in our faithful God and Father that no creature shall 
separate us from his love; for all creatures are so completely in his hand that without his will they cannot 
so much as move.” How might this doctrine aid you in your life and especially in moments of crisis? 

 
 
 

10) What is something you are dealing with in this season of your life that the biblical doctrine of God’s 
providence can give you perspective, guidance, or comfort? 
 
 

Further study this week: reflect this week on the Psalm David wrote around the events of 1 Samuel 23: Psalm 
63:1 (Mon); Psalm 63:2-3 (Tues); Psalm 63:4-5 (Wed); Psalm 63:6-8 (Thurs); Psalm 63:9-11 (Fri). 


