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Becoming a Christian

In the Bible, God reveals His truth about how to have eternal life by becoming a believer in the finished work of Jesus Christ. 
The believer is a Christian, a follower of Jesus Christ, a true child of God, and one who has been saved by God according to God’s 
grace (undeserved favor). “For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as 
a result of works, so that no one may boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9). 

How does one become a Christian? 

The Bible, God’s word, says that eternal life (salvation) is a free gift of God which cannot be earned or deserved (Romans 
6:23; Ephesians 2:8-9). 

However, we also find in God’s word that all people are born sinners and cannot save themselves from the penalty of sin, 
which is eternal death and separation from God. God’s requirement is perfection and no one is perfect (Isaiah 53:6; Romans 
3:3-23; Ephesians 2:1-4). 

God tells us in His word that He is holy, meaning that He is perfect and that He is also just, meaning that He gives to sinners 
what is deserved, and because of His holiness and justice He must punish sinners. But thankfully, the Bible also says that 
God is loving and merciful and does not take pleasure in punishing sinners (Exodus 34:6-7; Ephesians 2:4-5). 

God has mercy on sinners by not giving them what they deserve. This is only possible because He gave His only begotten 
Son, Jesus Christ, the God-man, to be the substitute for sinners bearing the penalty for their sin and satisfying God’s justice 
(John 1:1,14; Isaiah 53:6; Romans 5:8). 

Jesus said that in order for anyone to have eternal life there must be repentance of sins and faith placed in His substitutionary 
death on the cross to pay for the penalty of one’s sins. This faith must be in Jesus Christ alone, not depending on anything 
else including “good works” (Mark 1:15b; Acts 20:21; Ephesians 2:8-9).

What then is the response to these things if one desires to have eternal life and 
become a Christian? 

1.  Pray and ask God to forgive you. The Bible says that you must repent of your sins, being ashamed of them, genuinely regretting 
and grieving over them, and firmly deciding to make an about-face and turn away from sin and your old lifestyle (Acts 3:19-20).

2.  Pray and tell God that you place your faith in Jesus Christ alone to save you. The Bible says that for you to become a Christian, 
you must place your faith and trust in the finished work of Jesus Christ who died on the cross to become your substitute and who 
took the penalty for your sin upon Himself once and for all (John 3:36).
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INTRODUCTION

QUICK FACTS ABOUT HEBREWS

Who wrote Hebrews?
The letter to the Hebrews is anonymous. There has been much speculation concerning who wrote it. It is an important subject 
because authorship was an important topic when the church was recognizing which books belonged in the New Testament.

The earliest Christians believed Hebrews was written by the apostle Paul. In ancient manuscripts, Hebrews was typically placed 
among Paul’s letters. The theology and writing have many similarities to Paul’s. But one crucial statement all but guarantees 
that Paul was not the author. The author wrote, “How shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation? It was declared at 
first by the Lord, and it was attested to us by those who heard” (Hebrews 2:3). This statement reveals that the author of Hebrews 
thought of himself as a second-generation Christian—someone who heard the gospel from someone who received it from Christ. 
Paul, however, thought of himself as a first-generation Christian and was very adamant on this point in Galatians 1:11–12. It is 
difficult to believe that he would write so forcefully concerning this point in Galatians and also write Hebrews 2:3. 

There have been many other suggestions concerning who wrote Hebrews, but they are all ultimately speculation. We cannot be 
certain. We can be certain the letter was widely recognized as part of the New Testament. We can also be certain the theology 
within Hebrews is entirely consistent with the rest of the Bible.

When was Hebrews written?
The letter to the Hebrews was written in the middle of the first century, probably twenty to forty years after the death and 
resurrection of Christ. Nothing in the letter suggests a clear date, but it is widely alluded to among the early church fathers.

Who was Hebrews written to?
The author does not identify his audience. Given the significance of the old covenant and the priesthood within the letter, almost 
everyone agrees the recipients of the letter had a Jewish background.

What was the purpose of Hebrews?
The author frequently encouraged the audience to persevere in their faith. He was also concerned to show that Jesus is greater 
than the old covenant institutions Jewish believers were familiar with. Therefore, it seems likely that Hebrews was written to 
Jewish believers who were questioning whether they should remain committed to Christ or blend their new faith in Him with 
the Jewish traditions and customs they were familiar with. 
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G E T T I N G  R E A D Y

How are angels portrayed in popular culture? What mistakes do these portrayals make? 

Read Hebrews 1:1–14.

Ask God to help you see how Jesus surpasses angels.

 K E Y  B I B L I C A L  T R U T H 

Christ delivers a final and more definitive revelation than the angels.

 T H E O L O G Y  A P P L I E D

In Christ we have all we need to seek God.

 M E D I T A T E

“But in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, 
through whom also he created the world” (Hebrews 1:2). 

 
+This section will introduce the lesson by considering how the New Testament authors applied this passage 
to Christ. 

THIS IS US

February 19, 2023 | Hebrews
 
  

CHRIST IS BETTER THAN ANGELS



1 1   |    H E B R E W S

Q: What do you mean when you say something is the “last word”?

Q: How does context determine the meaning of the words “first” and “last”? Is it 
always best to be first? 

The phrase “last word” can mean different things depending upon how it is used. When people debate on TV or in 

public, each contestant wants to have the last word. The last word in a debate does not typically resolve the issue 

at hand, but it is an opportunity to have the more lasting impact on the audience. The last argument people hear 

is usually the one they take with them, and contestants in a debate want the audience to leave thinking about their 

last words rather than their opponent’s. When my children are pestering me over something, I sometimes use the 

phrase “that’s my last word.” In this instance, it is a cue for them to stop pestering me. I have made my decision. 

That is the way it will be. We will move forward with that decision. There is a finality to whatever I have said that 

will be respected. 

Hebrews begins by stating that God, in these last days, has spoken to us by His Son. Christ Jesus is God’s last word 

for us. In saying this, the author of Hebrews had in mind elements from both meanings discussed above. There 

has been a series of previous words or communications of which Christ is last. Being last in line in this sense is not 

a snub to Jesus. It means He is the word that echoes the loudest and the longest for all to hear. He surpasses all 

previous words. More importantly, Jesus being God’s last word means there is a finality to what God has revealed 

through Him. We are not waiting for God to say anything greater than what He has revealed in Christ. There will be 

no further words on the matter. We will either receive what God has revealed in Christ or we will rebel against Him. 

Q: In what ways do people suggest God’s revelation in Jesus Christ has been 
surpassed or is being supplemented?

Q: How is being guided by the Holy Spirit different from God revealing Himself in 
Jesus Christ?

APPLICATION POINT – Christians often speak of being guided by the Holy Spirit. This is the Spirit’s role (John 

16:13). Sometimes this refers to an inner conviction over how God would have you spend a significant part of your 

life that Christians often speak of as a “calling.” At other times, Christians speak of the Holy Spirit’s guidance as a 

more spontaneous occurrence. They may say something like “God told me to speak to that person” or “God led me 
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to help this person,” meaning they had an inner conviction to act in a specific way that they attribute to God. Such 

openness to the Holy Spirit should be the goal of every Christian. We need to be careful, however, to distinguish 

this kind of guidance from the Holy Spirit from God’s final revelation in Christ.

Guidance from the Holy Spirit is not the same as God revealing Himself or His will to us. In Christ, God has 

revealed Himself with finality and authority. We have no need for any further revelation of this kind. When we 

speak of being guided by God or the Holy Spirit, we mean it in a non-revelatory way. Furthermore, we must hold 

our opinions on these matters with an appropriate level of tentativeness. We may think God is leading us in a 

certain direction, but we cannot be certain until it is verified by the passage of time. Sometimes we believe we 

understand God’s will for our lives only to find that God had something far different in mind. This is not the case 

for God’s revelation in Christ. We can be certain of what God has revealed in Him. 

 U N D E R S T A N D I N G  T H E  T E X T

+The main point of Hebrews 1:1–14 is that God has revealed salvation through Christ Jesus, the one who 

accomplished it. This revelation surpasses all previous revelations, even the ones mediated through angels, both 

because of its finality and because of the one who mediates it. 

1. CHRIST IS THE FINAL WORD REVEALING OUR SALVATION 

2. THE OLD TESTAMENT’S WITNESS OF JESUS’S SUPERIORITY

+ The first point of this lesson examines elements of the text related to this main point. In the second part of 

Hebrews 1, the author quotes several Old Testament passages in succession as evidence for his first claim. The 

second point of this lesson explores the author’s choice and use of these Old Testament passages to verify his 

main point.

1. CHRIST IS THE FINAL WORD REVEALING OUR SALVATION

  HEBREWS 1:1–4
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Q: How does the opening of Hebrews show both continuity and discontinuity 
between what has been revealed in Christ and what was revealed about God and 
salvation in the past?  

Q: What information does Hebrews 1:1–3 give us about Jesus? Of all the things 
ascribed to Him, which do you find to be the most significant?

The letter to the Hebrews begins with three of the most significant Christological verses in Scripture. The primary 

point is that God has revealed Himself through Christ. God’s revelation in Christ stands in continuity with what has 

come before. Among other things, the writer of Hebrews primarily has the Old Testament in mind when he speaks 

of how God revealed Himself long ago to the fathers and prophets. But, as hinted at in these verses and will become 

more explicit through the letter, God’s revelation in Christ surpasses all that has gone before. God’s revelation of 

Christ has occurred “in these last days.” We may or may not consider ourselves to be living in the last days. We 

certainly would not think of the New Testament period as the last days, but the New Testament authors did. Thus, 

there is a finality in what God has revealed in Christ. No additional revelation will come before God brings this era to 

a close. As God’s final revelation, Christ is also the lens through which we understand all previous revelation. Christ 

fulfills what has been said and reveals what was meant.

In showing Christ as the final revelation of God, the author includes multiple statements revealing a remarkable 

Christology. Some of the most remarkable elements pertain to how the author incorporates the witness of the Old 

Testament into an understanding of who Jesus is and what He came to do. The author believes Jesus surpassed 

what God revealed in the Old Testament but is careful to show that the Old Testament remains an indispensable 

part of what God was revealing in Jesus. For instance, the author said God “has spoken to us by his Son.” This 

Sonship language picks up on the messianic language used in Psalm 2:7. Additionally, the author says Christ has sat 

down at the right hand of God, a reference to Psalm 110:1. These verses both appear later in Hebrews 1 as evidence 

for how Christ surpasses angels. Far from negating or devaluing the Old Testament, the author of Hebrews cannot 

describe Christ apart from relying heavily on the Old Testament’s messianic teachings. 

In addition to these messianic teachings from the Old Testament, the author also reveals a high Christology with 

references to the Son’s deity. The Son is the one through whom God created the world (John 1:3; Colossians 

1:16). Genesis 1:1 describes creation as God’s work. The Son is God’s radiance and the imprint of God’s nature (2 

Corinthians 4:4; Colossians 1:15). Finally, the Son holds all things together (Colossians 1:17). 
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Q: Why does God reveal Himself to us?

Q: How does knowing it was God who revealed Himself give us greater confidence in 
what we believe?

APPLICATION POINT – God the Father is speaking to the world through God the Son. Do not allow the 

profundity of this claim pass you by. Christianity does not claim to be based on humanity’s best insights about 

God or the world He has created. It is not based on information we can gather with our senses or from traditions 

and customs passed on by communities and family. What we believe about God comes from a far greater and 

more reliable source, God Himself! Christ reveals God to us, and the Bible is the authoritative witness to what 

Christ has revealed. This allows for a remarkable confidence in our knowledge about God that would not be the 

case if we had to rely on any other source. Sadly, many Christians fail to take advantage of this unique gift from 

God. Rather than becoming students of God’s Word, they settle for what other people tell them, what their family 

has believed, or what their own intuition tells them about God. One plea the author of Hebrews would make is 

that we would embrace the gift God has given us by becoming students of His Word.

Q: In declaring that God’s revelation in Christ is greater than all previous 
revelations, the author begins by arguing that Christ is greater than the angels. 
Do you think this is a strange place to start? Why or why not?

Q: What name has Christ inherited?

In verse 4, the author begins a train of thought that will continue until Hebrews 10:18. The main idea is that Christ 

surpasses the structures put in place during the Old Testament for relating to and worshipping God. Since this is 

the main idea, the author begins with an unexpected theme. He argues that Christ is superior to the angels. The 

question we should ask is what role the angels had in the old covenant. Very little comes to mind because angels play 

a minor role in the Old Testament. 

Why then would the author of Hebrews dwell on the idea that Christ is superior to angels? Two ideas have been 

proposed. First, although the Old Testament does not hint at this, it seems as though the angels had some role 

in in mediating the Mosaic law (Hebrews 2:2; Acts 7:53; Galatians 3:19). This solution can be tied directly to the 
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main idea of this first part of Hebrews. Christ is superior to the angels because His revelation of God is superior 

to the revelation the angels mediated. Second, it is possible that angels had taken on an outsized importance in 

the community to which Hebrews was written. Where the Old Testament does not attribute great significance to 

angels, they took on an increasing significance during the time between the Old and New Testaments. The author of 

Hebrews was arguing for Jesus’s superiority over whatever role the audience had assigned to angels. Of these two 

options, the first is more easily tied to the concern of the author, but we may not need to decide between them since 

neither rules out the other. 

Q: How are angels obsessed over in our culture? 

Q: How can the message of Hebrews 1 help us critique common misconceptions 
about angels?

APPLICATION POINT – Perhaps it should not be surprising that angels have become common targets for 

embellishment in modern society. Like God, they are supernatural beings and inherently mysterious to us. Yet, as 

created beings, they do not command the same respect as God, so people would feel freer to depict them in art and 

on screen. Furthermore, there may be less concern about thinking of angels wrongly. The goal of this passage is 

not to thoroughly discuss angels but to prove them to be far inferior to Christ. Rather than correcting all the ways 

angels have been misunderstood, this application point simply suggests being wary of overemphasizing angels 

and their activity in your own spiritual life. Angels are magnificent creatures, but our thoughts should always rest 

on treasuring Christ. We should never obsess over angels to the point that we neglect Christ. 

2. THE OLD TESTAMENT’S WITNESS OF JESUS’S SUPERIORITY

  HEBREWS 1:4–14

Q: Why does Jesus’s sonship make Him greater than angels?

Q: What do we mean when we call Jesus God’s Son?
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After claiming Jesus to be superior to angels, the author of Hebrews offers several citations from the Old Testament 

as evidence. While God’s speech to us through Christ to be superior to the Old Testament, the Old Testament is 

in no way diminished in authority or truth. The author’s first argument concerns Jesus’s sonship. As God’s Son, 

Jesus is obviously superior to angels. In showing Jesus to be God’s Son, the author quotes Psalm 2:7 and 2 Samuel 

7:14. These are messianic passages that anticipate the coming of Christ. We must be careful in how we understand 

Jesus’s sonship. Jesus is not God’s biological son, like some pantheons of ancient Rome, Greece, and the Near East. 

Rather, Jesus’s sonship in these texts refers to the position He received after God raised Him from the dead. At the 

resurrection, Jesus was declared to be God’s Son (Romans 1:4). We must careful also to recognize these texts do not 

deny Jesus’s eternal preexistence as God’s Son. God the Son has always existed eternally with God the Father and 

God the Holy Spirit. Nevertheless, these texts show the significance of what Christ accomplished at the resurrection. 

The author of Hebrews wants us to see that this is something the angels could never have accomplished and therefore 

Christ is superior to them. Jesus’s sonship means He stands in the same place as God and is God’s heir. 

Q: What does Jesus’s sonship mean for us? 

Q: How are we included in Jesus’s sonship while angels are not?

APPLICATION POINT – As remarkable as Jesus’s sonship is, perhaps more remarkable is that His followers 

share in this sonship to some degree. Jesus said whoever does the will of God is His brother and sister and mother 

(Mark 3:35). Paul referred to us as fellow heirs with Christ (Romans 8:17). We have a place of privilege because of 

our membership in God’s family. This alludes to the eternal relationship we have with God. Angels do not share 

this familial privilege. 

Q: Hebrews 1:6 quotes Deuteronomy 32:43, but how are these verses different? 
What accounts for the differences?

Q: What is remarkable about the application of Deuteronomy 32:43 to Jesus? 

The second point the author of Hebrews gives to establish Jesus’s superiority is that He is worshipped while the 

angels are merely servants. As evidence for this claim the author quotes Deuteronomy 32:43 and Psalm 104:4 
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THIS IS US
(Heb. 1:7). The author’s use of Deuteronomy 32:43 is both confusing and remarkable. It is confusing because while 

it is a quotation of Deuteronomy 32:43, the text of Hebrews 1:6 differs from it in several ways. These differences 

can be attributed to the author’s use of the Septuagint, an ancient translation of the Hebrew Scriptures into 

Greek, as well as differences in how Deuteronomy 32:43 and Hebrews 1:6 are translated into English. 

The author’s use of Deuteronomy 32:43 is remarkable for two reasons. First, in its original context, Deuteronomy 

32:43 was written about Yahweh. Thus, the author of Hebrews feels comfortable applying verses written about 

Yahweh to Jesus, fully affirming His deity. Second, although it does not come through in the translations, the 

Septuagint reads, “Let the sons of God worship Him.” This is remarkable because the author’s first point is that 

Jesus is called Son whereas the angels are not. Citing a text in which angels are called “sons of God” shows a 

highly developed “sonship” theology within the early church and Judaism. The author of Hebrews realized some 

verses in the Old Testament referred to the Messiah as God’s Son in a special sense not used of the angels.

Q: What does the use of Deuteronomy 32:43 in Hebrews 1:6 remind us of?

Q: Why is it significant that the author used Deuteronomy 32:43 to refer to the deity 
of Christ?

APPLICATION POINT – Hebrews 1:6 shows that the issues underlying the text of the Bible are often complicated. 

Not only are we reading a translation, but the authors of New Testament were also often using a translation 

of the Old Testament. This calls for gratitude, caution, and diligence. We should be grateful for the work of 

Bible translators to make the text more accessible for us. We should be cautious of jumping to conclusions when 

we study the Bible. We should be diligent to understand the complications surrounding the Bible in order to 

understand the author’s message.

 

 PSALM 45:6–7; PSALM 102:25–27

Q: Why is it hard to understand who the author of Psalm 45 was referring to when 
he said “God”?

Q: Why does the author link eternalness and creation?
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The third point the author of Hebrews uses to show the superiority of the Son over angels is the Son’s eternalness 

and His role in creation. As evidence for the claim, the author cites Psalm 45:6–7 and Psalm 102:25–27. Psalm 

45:6–7 is perplexing because in verse 6 the author addresses “God” and states “Your throne … is forever and 

ever.” These words apparently allude to God as king, a common theme in the Old Testament. But a verse later, 

the psalmist proclaimed, “Therefore, God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness.” In this verse, 

the psalmist clarified who he was addressing in verse 6. The anointing language used in verse 7 is frequently 

used of kings. So, it follows that the anointed individual in verse 7 is the same royal figure described in verse 6. 

The psalmist, at least in the eyes of the author of Hebrews, recognized the deity of this individual. Thus, it is the 

anointed king’s throne that will last forever, making Him superior to the angels.

Q: Why is it important for our Savior be eternal?

Q: Why is Jesus’s role in creation significant?

APPLICATION POINT – The Bible teaches that God is perfect in holiness. Therefore, all sin, including ours, is 

infinitely offensive to Him. This is why Jesus’s deity and eternality is crucial for the Christian faith. An infinite 

offense requires a corresponding infinite atonement that only Christ can provide. The angels, as finite created 

beings, could not achieve our atonement. 

Q: Where else is Psalm 110 cited in the New Testament? In what different ways do 
the New Testament authors use this psalm?

Q: How does Hebrews 1:14 support the author’s fourth point for Jesus’s superiority 
and summarize his main point for this chapter?

The final point the author makes demonstrating Jesus’s superiority over the angels concerns His rule, which is 

an underlying theme for the previous three points the author has made. For evidence specific to this point, the 

author cites Psalm 110:1, which describes the enthronement of the Messiah at the right hand of God and the 

subjection of His enemies to Him. When we see Christ ruling from heaven, His superiority over the angels will 

be evident.
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Hebrews 1 concludes by explaining the nature and purpose of angels. They are ministering spirits who serve for 

the sake of those who will inherit salvation. The author is careful to articulate that angels serve for our sake, but 

they do not serve us. Angels are not subject to our authority. While this passage is about Christ’s superiority over 

angels, it should be noted that angels do play an important role in God’s creation. They are His supernatural 

servants who work to bring about His purposes on the earth. 

Q: What would be a biblically faithful way for Christians to engage with the ministry 
of angels?

Q: If Christ’s rule shows His superiority over angels, what implications does this 
have for His superiority over Satan and demons?

APPLICATION POINT – Over-eagerness to interact with angels and making assumptions about their activities 

could quickly lead a Christian away from what the Bible teaches about these supernatural servants of God. This is 

why it is so important to stress that angels are God’s servants. As God’s servants, angels are careful to avoid any 

kind of veneration (Revelation 22:8–9). We should center our focus on God rather than His angels. Furthermore, 

through the ministry of Jesus, we have immediate access to God (Ephesians 3:12). We must never demean what 

Christ has accomplished by seeking to communicate with God through angels. 

While obsession with angels will quickly lead Christians beyond what the Bible teaches, we must also avoid 

the opposite error of ignoring the reality of angels or thinking their existence has no implications for our lives. 

Perhaps the most important connection we have with angels is our worship of God. When we worship God, we are 

joining in what His angels do. We worship God with a host of angels. Additionally, the presence of angels in the 

world should serve as an extra incentive to live for righteousness and generously toward others (Hebrews 13:2). 

Finally, we should praise God for the work of His angels in protecting us from physical and spiritual harm (Daniel 

6:22; Acts 5:19–20; 12:7–11). 
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God has revealed Himself definitively in Christ. Do not allow the missional implications of this point pass by you. 

God did not have to reveal anything of Himself to us. The fact that we know anything at all about Him underscores 

His desire to be known among humankind and our mission to make Him known among all peoples. The book of 

Hebrews has a wonderful message concerning the centrality and superiority of Christ. As you move through these 

lessons on Hebrews, commit to fulfilling the purpose of God’s revelation by making Him known among those who 

do not know Him.

+Use these prayer points to instill the lessons you learned from God’s Word this week. 

God, you have created every single person with a dignity that cannot be taken away. I praise you for this gift 

and seek to always appreciate that dignity in others.

Father, even though humanity failed to fulfill the calling you placed upon us, you did not abandon us! Instead, 

you offered us a chance to fulfill our roles by submitting to the lordship of Christ. 

Jesus, you are indeed crowned with glory and honor. I yearn for the day when I will see you reign fully. 

Lord, I praise your name! I will praise you in the morning, I will praise you in the evening. I will praise you in 

times of plenty, and I will praise you in times of need.
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G E T T I N G  R E A D Y

What authorities are you subject to? In what ways is your subjection apparent?

Read Hebrews 2:1–18.

Ask God to help you discern anything that challenges Christ’s rule in your life.

 K E Y  B I B L I C A L  T R U T H 

All things are subject to Christ’s rule.

 T H E O L O G Y  A P P L I E D

Keep yourself from any rival authority.

 M E D I T A T E

“For it was not to angels that God subjected the world to come, of which we are speaking” (Hebrews 
2:5).

+This section introduces the lesson by identifying the main point of the passage and applying it to our lives.  

February 26, 2023 | Hebrews
ALL THINGS SUBJECT TO CHRIST
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Q: What does it mean to be subject to something?

Q: How does all things being subject to Christ demonstrate His superiority?

Hebrews begins by identifying Christ as God’s definitive revelation and establishing His superiority over the angels 

using a series of passages from the Old Testament. Angels are occasionally identified as the mediators of God’s law 

to the nation of Israel. They were a means by which God revealed Himself and His will to His people in the Old 

Testament. In Hebrews 2 the author continues the topic of Christ’s superiority over the angels. Where Hebrews 1 

points us to the Old Testament to discover Christ’s superiority, Hebrews 2 points to Christ’s authority as evidence 

of His superiority. The author states that all things are subject to Christ (Hebrews 2:8). Therefore, Christ is superior 

to all things, including angels, and what God said through Christ is greater than what He spoke through the angels. 

Q: Why is important for us to recognize that God is definitively revealed in Christ? 
Why did the author spend two chapters arguing for Christ’s superiority over the 
revelation angels delivered?

Q: Moving beyond angels, who or what competes with Christ’s superiority in 
revealing God today?

APPLICATION POINT – Hebrews argues that Christ’s rule over all things extends to how God is revealed through 

Him. This is a pivotal point concerning how we think about God, the world He created, and even ourselves. If we 

deny that God is most definitively revealed in Christ, we will look for knowledge about God from other sources 

such as traditions, other religions, reason, or our senses. Or we may deny that God can be revealed or even deny 

the need know Him altogether. All these pursuits distort our understanding of God and His purpose for His 

creation. If we replace Christ as the definitive revelation of God, we depart from the only certain revelation we 

have. 
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 U N D E R S T A N D I N G  T H E  T E X T

+In Hebrews 2 the author continued his discussion from the previous chapter, arguing that God is definitively 

revealed in Christ. Therefore, Christ is superior even over the angels, who are credited with mediating the revelation 

of God contained in the Old Testament. The author pointed to the subjection of all things to Christ as evidence for 

Him being the superior revelation of God (Hebrews 2:5–8a). He moved from the Old Testament’s testimony about 

Christ to Christ Himself. Since Christ’s revelation of God is superior to the system revealed in the Old Testament, we 

must pay close attention to the great salvation revealed in Him and confirmed by God and the Holy Spirit (Hebrews 

2:1–4). In pointing to the subjection of all things to Christ as evidence for Him being the definitive revelation of 

God, the author recognized a problem. Even though all things are in fact subjected to Christ, we do not yet see all 

things subjected to Him. The failure on our part to see all things as subjected to Christ would nullify the author’s 

argument, so we are shown why it was necessary for Christ to appear for a little while to be lower, or not superior, 

to the angels (Hebrews 2:5b–18). It was for the sake of our salvation, which is ultimately a demonstration of His 

superiority. Even though the incarnation may obscure Christ’s superiority at first, it is ultimately the path by which 

His authority over all things is revealed. 

1.  DO NOT NEGLECT THE SALVATION JESUS ACHIEVED.

2. ALL THINGS HAVE BEEN SUBJECTED TO CHRIST.

3. TO ACHIEVE OUR SALVATION, CHRIST TOOK A LOWER 
APPEARANCE.

+This section follows the order of the author’s main points in the text. The third section, in which the author 
anticipates an objection to his main point, receives the most attention. 

1. DO NOT NEGLECT THE SALVATION JESUS ACHIEVED.
  HEBREWS 2:1–4

Q: Why did the author point us to the message of by angels when warning us not to 
neglect the gospel of Jesus?
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Q: How is the message of Jesus authenticated according to this passage?

Hebrews 2 begins with an exhortation to pay careful attention to the gospel revealed in Christ to avoid drifting 

away from it. This is the first of several warnings the author gave his audience. Where most of his warnings concern 

intentionally abandoning the faith, this first warning is to avoid abandoning it through neglect. Ambivalence toward 

the gospel leads to the same place as denying the gospel. 

The author’s main point in this section is to argue that Christ delivered the definitive revelation of God. Why then 

did the author point us to the message declared by angels when warning us not to neglect the gospel of Jesus? He 

was arguing from lesser to greater. If the people of the old covenant, delivered by angels, were justly condemned 

when they were unfaithful to that covenant, how much more will the people of the new covenant, revealed in Christ, 

be condemned since the new covenant is greater than the old? Even when warning the audience not to neglect the 

gospel, the author reinforced his main point. The message of salvation revealed in Christ is greater than the message 

of the old covenant delivered by angels. Since the revelation of Christ is greater, the cost of neglecting it will be 

greater as well. 

To underline the confidence the audience should have in the gospel, the author described how it had been affirmed. 

The gospel of salvation was first declared by Christ during His earthly ministry. His immediate followers also 

declared the gospel they received from Him and passed it along to others. The plurality of “those who heard” and 

passed on the gospel adds another level of veracity. We do not have to wonder whether the message they passed 

down accurately reflects the message of Christ because even if one person went astray, he could be corrected by 

others who accurately received the gospel. In addition to the followers of Christ, God also testified concerning the 

truthfulness of the gospel by signs, wonders, and miracles. During the Old Testament, God verified His message with 

signs and wonders. For example, during Israel’s exodus from Egypt, God delivered signs to authenticate Himself to 

the people and to Pharoah (Exodus 7:3; Deuteronomy 6:22; 26:8; 29:3; 34:11; Psalm 135:9; Jeremiah 32:20, 21). 

Paul also verified the importance of signs and wonders to verify the gospel (Romans 15:19; 2 Corinthians 12:12). The 

specific signs, wonders, and miracles referred to by the author of Hebrews are all of those appearing around the life 

of Christ and His immediate followers. Finally, the message of the gospel is authenticated by the Holy Spirit. Gifts 

of the Holy Spirit often appear for the edification of believers in the New Testament (Romans 12:3–8; 1 Corinthians 

12:1–31; 14:1–40; Ephesians 4:11–16; 1 Peter 4:10–11), but occasionally they appear to verify the gospel (Acts 15:7–

12; Galatians 3:1–5).

Q: What would drifting from the gospel look like in your life? Have you ever drifted 
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from the gospel? If so, what caused it? If not, how would you recognize if you 
were drifting from the gospel?

Q: The author was careful to describe how the gospel of Christ was verified. Why is 
this important?

APPLICATION POINT – The author of Hebrews warned us against drifting away from the gospel. The language 

used, “drift away,” suggests a gradual, almost imperceptible movement. The author was not talking about an 

outright denial of the gospel but a sliding away from it until it becomes part of an obscure past. We must be 

diligent to keep this from occurring in our lives. It is important to ask ourselves how such a drift could occur. 

We often think of commitment one-dimensionally, but commitment occurs on at least three levels—intellectual, 

emotional, and volitional (meaning having the will to act). We often commit only on one or two levels, but 

unless the whole of our person is committed, we will often eventually drift away from our commitments. For 

example, a person can commit to exercising intellectually and emotionally, but if they fail to be fully committed 

volitionally, exercise habits will be almost impossible to maintain over time. Unless we are committed to the 

gospel emotionally, intellectually, and volitionally, we will be prone to drift away from it. 

2. ALL THINGS HAVE BEEN SUBJECTED TO CHRIST.

  HEBREWS 2:5–8A

Q: What is “subjection”? What does it mean for the world to be subjected to Christ?

Q: How does Hebrews 2:8b help us understand what the author meant by “world” in 
Hebrews 2:5?

These verses make the primary point of this passage. The world, by which the author meant everything, is 

subjected to Christ. How could Christ’s revelation of salvation not then be greater than that of the angels, over 

whom He rules? To affirm the subjection of all things to Christ, the author quoted Psalm 8:4–6. This selection of 

verses is odd for at least two reasons. First, this verse says God made the son of man, whom the author of Hebrews 

identified as Christ, lower than the angels (Hebrews 2:7; Psalm 8:5). If the author’s point is that all things, 
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including the angels, are subjected to Christ, why did he quote a verse from the Old Testament saying Christ was 

made lower than the angels? The author’s thinking will be revealed as the passage progresses, but a summary 

would be that taking on human flesh was the first step that led to Christ’s exaltation and all things, including the 

angels, coming under His submission. 

The second oddity concerning the author’s use of Psalm 8 is that this psalm does not appear to speak of Christ. 

Most people think Psalm 8 describes humanity as a whole, not a singular individual. If Psalm 8 described 

humanity, how would quoting it demonstrate that all things have been subjected to Christ? A second look at 

Psalm 8 reveals that the author’s take on it may not be without warrant. (You may remember that Psalm 8 was 

covered in the “Christ in the Psalms and Prophets” booklet. It may be helpful to review that lesson.) Although 

humanity was created for dominion over the earth, our dominion is thoroughly challenged because of sin. Rather 

than having dominion over the world, we struggle to survive (Genesis 3:17–19). How then, could the psalmist 

say that humanity has been given dominion in the world without qualification? Perhaps because he conflated 

Genesis 1 with his expectation that a single individual would one day fulfill the role lost to humanity because 

of sin. Furthermore, the psalmist said the son of man has been crowned with glory and honor. This coronation 

would be more fitting if the psalmist had in mind a single individual, whom the author of Hebrews identified as 

Jesus, especially considering the language found in Psalm 2:6–9. It appears that, reading Psalm 8 with these 

considerations in mind, the author of Hebrews concluded that the psalmist was speaking of a specific individual, 

whom the author understood to be Jesus. 

Q: What competes with Christ’s rule in your life?
 
Q: What implications does Christ’s rule have for you? How would your life look 

different if the author had qualified Christ’s absolute rule? Would your life look 
different?

APPLICATION POINT – The author of Hebrews proclaimed that everything has been subjected to Christ. The 

implications reach far beyond the author’s original point, which is that Christ is a more perfect revelation of God 

and of salvation than what was communicated by the angels. For the ancient audience, it would have qualified 

Caesar’s authority over them in a way the Romans would have found intolerable. Claiming all things, even Caesar 

himself, to be under the authority of Christ often made Christians the targets of severe persecution. In some 

areas of the world, this claim still makes Christians the target of persecution today. Most of us are unlikely 

to face stringent persecution of this nature, but we may be more vulnerable to the opposite danger. We may 

hold too loosely to Christ’s rule over our lives. Remember the author’s warning against drifting away from the 
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gospel (Hebrews 2:1). One way this drift occurs is if we allow for competitors to our allegiance to Christ. Drifting 

starts with one seemingly insignificant compromise that nevertheless replaces Christ’s authority over us. The first 

compromise makes the second easier. Before long we have drifted to the point that Christ’s authority over our 

lives is difficult to recognize.

3. TO ACHIEVE OUR SALVATION, CHRIST TOOK A LOWER 
APPEARANCE. 

  HEBREWS 2:8B–18

Q: How did the author continue to use Psalm 8 for his purposes in verses 8–18?

Q: How was Jesus less than “perfect” before His suffering (Hebrews 2:10)?

The author made his main point—Jesus is superior to the angels because all things have been subjected to Him. 

Now, the author anticipated an objection—it does not appear as though all things have been subjected to Jesus. 

It is important to understand why the author suggested that we do not see all things subjected to Christ. We may 

look at the sinful world around us and wonder whether all things are truly subject to Christ. The ongoing rebellion 

against Christ shows that His reign is currently not uncontested. This is an important matter that should be 

addressed, but the author of Hebrews went in a different direction. The author seemed to have the incarnation 

in mind when he said, “We do not yet see everything in subjection to him” (Hebrews 2:8). In taking on human 

flesh, Jesus appeared lower than the angels, who are spiritual beings, and therefore it is hard for us to see how 

everything, especially spiritual angels, is subjected to a fleshly being. The difficulty appears in Psalm 8. On the one 

hand, Christ was made lower than the angels (Psalm 8:5; Hebrews 2:7), and on the other, all things are subjected 

to Him (Psalm 8:6; Hebrews 2:8).

To answer this objection, the author pointed to five things Christ accomplished through the incarnation. The 

first accomplishment Christ secured was His perfection through suffering (Hebrews 2:10). The way the author 

described this accomplishment may surprise us. Was Christ somehow imperfect before He suffered on the 

cross? In what way was He deficient? How would suffering perfect Him? The key to resolving this issue lies in 

understanding what the author means by the word “perfect.” In this passage it means “becoming qualified to 

carry out a task.” The same word is used to describe the ordination of priests in the Old Testament (Exodus 29:22, 

26; Leviticus 7:37; 8:22). We cannot see the connection when reading in English, but in the Greek translation 

of the Old Testament, the word used to translate what we see as “ordination” is from the same root as the word 
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THIS IS US

“perfection” in Hebrews 2:10. Thus, just as ordination qualified the priests in ancient Israel to carry out their 

priestly tasks, Christ’s suffering qualified Him to carry out our salvation. By saying Jesus was “perfected” through 

suffering, the author did not mean anything in Jesus was deficient but only that a task was not yet done. Christ 

had to suffer in order to accomplish salvation. To suffer, and accomplish our salvation, Jesus had to take on 

human flesh and appear lower than the angels. The incarnation did not make Jesus less than the angels but 

allowed Him to accomplish our salvation. 

Q: What does Jesus’s suffering indicate concerning the cost of our salvation?

Q: The author said all things exist for God. What demands does this statement 
make of you?

APPLICATION POINT – The Bible contains a consistent theocentric perspective, which is reflected when the 

author of Hebrews said, “[God], for whom and by whom all things exist …” (v. 10). Adopting this perspective, 

which we should do, requires a radical and reoccurring shift in how we view the world. We naturally place 

ourselves at the center of our own existence. We try to determine what is good for us, and we work to obtain that 

good. The Bible, however, argues we were made for God. He should be at the center of our existence. We should 

work for what He seeks in this world. Remarkably, adopting this theocentric perspective is the surest way to find 

what will bring us joy.

Q: What is the common theme in the Old Testament verses quoted in verses 12–13?

Q: What is the “one source” linking Christ with those He sanctifies?

The second accomplishment Christ secured through the incarnation is the creation of a familial relationship with 

those whose salvation He secures. The author said, “He who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one 

source.” The identity of this “one source” is ambiguous. Many commentators believe the “one source” to be God. 

It is possible, however, given the author’s emphasis on Jesus’s incarnation, that he may be referring to Adam, 

the first member of the human race. By taking on human flesh and being born, Christ became fully human and 

had no shame in calling those whom He sanctified “brothers” (or “sisters”). Whatever the case, the emphasis on 

one source for the sanctifier and the sanctified points to their unity and familial relationship. This is the point of 
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the Old Testament quotations in Hebrews 2:12–13. They both emphasize the familial relationship between the 

speaker and those of whom he was speaking.

The Old Testament verses quoted by the author are Psalm 22:22 and Isaiah 8:17. The author’s use of these verses 

presents a challenge. He attributed these Old Testament words to Jesus, but it is not immediately obvious how 

he could legitimately do this because the original speaker does not seem to be linked to Jesus. What could have 

led the author to place these words from the Old Testament into the mouth of Jesus? The author may have been 

reading Psalm 22 as part of the broader collection of psalms in which it is found (Psalms 15–24). 

These psalms have been purposefully arranged to reflect the outlook of Israel’s messianic king (Psalm 2, 8, 15, 

18, 20, 21, 24). Since Jesus is this messianic king, it is legitimate for the author to attribute the words of Psalm 

22:22 to Jesus. In doing so, the author was following Jesus’s lead since Jesus voiced the words of Psalm 22:1 

on the cross (Matthew 27:46; Mark 15:34). (Psalm 16, part of the same collection as Psalm 22, was discussed in 

the “Christ in the Psalms and Prophets” series at the end of last year.) Concerning Isaiah 8:17–18, the author of 

Hebrews may have been employing a typological interpretation. These words are clearly uttered by Isaiah and 

refer to his own physical children. The author of Hebrews, however, saw something in Isaiah’s words that was 

also applicable to Christ and those He sanctified. Therefore, the author was suggesting that Isaiah was part of a 

pattern that also included Christ. Therefore, it was appropriate to put these words in the mouth of Christ. 

Q: How was Christ’s taking on flesh an act of humility?

Q: What benefits do we receive as part of Christ’s family?

APPLICATION POINT – Philippians 2:7 describes the incarnation as Christ emptying Himself to take the form 

of a servant. Paul used Christ’s incarnation to call the Philippians to count others more significant in humility. 

The author of Hebrews did not make this point, but it is a clear application of the way he described Christ’s 

incarnation. Christ was not ashamed to take on human flesh to become part of the human family and for us to 

become part of His family. He valued us more than Himself for the sake of the gospel. We should follow Christ’s 

example and count others more significant than ourselves for the sake of the gospel. 

Q: Why was the incarnation necessary for Christ to defeat death and the devil?

Q: How does the fear of death subject us to lifelong slavery? 
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The third accomplishment Christ secured through the incarnation is the defeat of the devil and death. Apart from 

the incarnation, which made Christ appear lower than the angels, Jesus could not have experienced death and 

overcome it. In overcoming death, He defeated the devil and secured our deliverance from slavery to death. It was 

necessary for Him to take on human flesh so He could complete His mission, even though it keeps us from seeing 

how all things could be subjected to Him for a time.

Two brief additional comments are warranted by the author’s discussion. First, the defeat of the devil referred 

to in this passage occurred at the resurrection. When Christ took the penalty of our sins, the devil, which means 

“slanderer,” was no longer able to make accusations against those whose sins are atoned for by Christ’s blood. 

The defeat of the devil in this passage is not his final, eschatological defeat (Revelation 20:7–15). Second, the 

lifelong slavery caused by the fear of death refers to the shadow death casts over all of life. Death is the unavoidable 

conclusion awaiting every human being. In this sense, we are subjected to a “foreign power,” but we are delivered 

from this power through the hope provided in Christ’s resurrection. Apart from taking on human flesh, experiencing 

death, and being raised from the dead, Christ could not secure our release from the power of death.

Q: Do you find yourself underestimating the devil? Do you find yourself 
overestimating the devil? How do these verses help us obtain a biblical 
perspective on the devil?

Q: Do you fear death? How does the fear of death influence your daily life? How can 
Christ’s accomplishments help you overcome the fear of death?

APPLICATION POINT – Death is a harsh reality, and Christians cannot avoid thinking about it. We are mortal 

creatures. One day our lives as we experience them now will come to an end. We must live with this reality in 

mind and capture every moment God has given us for His glory. We do not, however, live only for this life. Christ’s 

resurrection from the dead means we have hope for life after death. Christians, therefore, must live with dual 

perspectives. We must make the most of the lives God has given us. We cannot discount our lives as we know 

them. But we do not face death in fear. We face death with the hope Christ has provided us. 

Q: What does “propitiation” mean?
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Q: How was Christ tempted when He suffered on the cross? 

The fourth accomplishment Christ secured through the incarnation was propitiation for our sin. “Propitiation” 

refers to the appeasement of God’s wrath over sin. God does not take sin casually. The forgiveness of sin came 

at a great cost. To make propitiation for our sins, Christ became both the high priest and sacrifice, both of which 

required Him to take on human flesh. Christ as high priest will be an important point when we study Hebrews 4 

and 5.

The final accomplishment Christ secured through the incarnation was becoming our help through temptation 

during suffering. The temptation of Christ in the wilderness is well known (Matthew 4:1–11: Mark 1:12–13; Luke 

4:1–13), but linking temptation with suffering suggests that the author had Christ’s crucifixion in mind. How was 

Christ tempted during His crucifixion? The author was likely referring to Christ wanting to avoid the suffering 

and death He faced. This would have created an important connection with the audience if they were facing 

persecution for their faith. If they were tempted to renounce Christ to avoid suffering, the author was pointing 

them to Christ, who did not give into temptation to avoid suffering.

Q: How should the idea of “propitiation” influence how we think about sin?

Q: In what circumstances are you tempted to deny your faith in Christ?

APPLICATION POINT – There is not a greater price we could pay for the name of Christ than He has already 

paid on our behalf. In a rapidly secularizing society that disparages religious belief as antiquated and out of touch, 

Christians can often be tempted to downplay the importance of their faith or disregard it altogether. Although 

this is not an outright denial of Christ, the effect is the same, and the heart from which it stems is the same. Make 

sure you value the name of Christ more than your reputation or feelings. He has sacrificed far more for you. 



3 3   |    H E B R E W S

 

Hebrews 2:1–18 declares that all things have been subjected to Christ, but our lives are often a poor example of 

this because we subject ourselves to so many competing masters. Take some time this week to reflect how you are 

subjecting yourself to authorities other than Christ. Make a list of these authorities. Some items on your list may 

have a limited authority over you. Choose two or three of the most significant items and identify ways in which 

your submission must change to better reflect your ultimate submission to Christ. 

 

+Use these prayer points to instill the lessons you learned from God’s Word this week. 

Father, I thank you for subjecting all things to Christ. Since all things are under His rule, I can face every 
situation with confidence in Him. 

Jesus, thank you for being willing to humble yourself on my account. I did not deserve anything you did for 
me. 

Father, guard me from neglecting my great salvation. Help my thoughts continuously dwell upon your grace 
in my life. 

Lord Jesus, forgive me for ever failing to claim you as my Savior. May my joy in you surpass every other 
concern in my mind. 
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G E T T I N G  R E A D Y

Do you find it easy or hard to adopt new traditions, habits, and practices? Why?

Read Hebrews 3:1–6.

Ask God to help you recognize the benefits of being heirs with Christ, the greater Moses.

 K E Y  B I B L I C A L  T R U T H 

Christ is greater than Moses.

 T H E O L O G Y  A P P L I E D

We are heirs with the one who offers a greater revelation.

 M E D I T A T E

“Therefore, holy brothers, you who share in a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the apostle and high 
priest of our confession, who was faithful to him who appointed him, just as Moses also was faithful 
in all God’s house” (Hebrews 3:1–2). 

+This section introduces the lesson by identifying the context and main point of the passage and offering a 
preliminary application of it. 

March 5, 2023 | Hebrews
CHRIST, THE GREATER MOSES



3 5   |    H E B R E W S

Q: What is the link between angels and Moses?

Q: Why was the author concerned with Jesus being greater than the angels and 
Moses?

In Hebrews 1–2 the author argued that Jesus is superior to angels. He mainly had in mind the revelation God 

brought by the angels, which we should associate with the Old Testament, and the gospel of Jesus Christ, in which 

Christ revealed God and His will for His creation. Although the author believed Jesus to be superior, he refrained 

from denigrating the Old Testament to any degree. The Old Testament testifies to the superiority of Christ. It is a 

vital part of the faith of believers, but it cannot be fully appreciated until it is seen against the reality of Christ. 

In Hebrews 3 the author carried on the same theme but shifted to speak of Christ’s superiority to Moses. Moses 

was a key figure in ancient Israel. He was the one who confronted Pharoah and led the people out of Egypt to the 

promised land. He also delivered the Law to ancient Israel, so it is likely the audience is meant to consider again how 

Jesus offers a more definitive revelation of God and His will. 

The author of Hebrews pointed to the different roles of Jesus and Moses as the key difference between them. 

Moses’s role in the old covenant was as God’s servant (Hebrews 3:5). Christ’s role in the new covenant is as God’s 

Son (Hebrews 3:6). Both were faithful to fulfill the roles God gave them. The author of Hebrews paralleled Jesus’s 

faithfulness with that of Moses (Hebrews 3:2), so Jesus’s superiority over Moses cannot be supported by a difference 

in their faithfulness. Jesus is greater simply because He had a greater role in God’s covenant. 

Q: Why would the author want to draw attention to the superiority of Christ over 
Moses?

Q: Why is it better for us to follow the Son instead of the servant of God’s covenant?

APPLICATION POINT – Hebrews was written to Jewish believers who were confused about the relationship 

between the old covenant given by Moses and the new covenant given by Christ. They were wondering whether 

they could completely trust Christ and His new covenant for their salvation or continue following the old covenant 

delivered by Moses. The author wanted to assure them that what they had in Christ was far better. The new 

covenant in Christ surpasses the old covenant in Moses. In pointing to Jesus’s role as the Son of the one with 
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whom the new covenant is made, the author of Hebrews implied that Jesus does not receive servants into the 

covenant but fellow heirs. When we are part of Christ’s house, we are not on the outside looking in, wishing for 

more. There is nothing better awaiting those who find salvation in Christ. 

 U N D E R S T A N D I N G  T H E  T E X T

+Most of Hebrews 3:1–6 focuses on the relationship between Jesus and Moses. Several of the statements leading up 

to this focus deserve special attention since they inform us about the author’s understanding of his audience and of 

Christ. The author concluded by affirming that the audience’s faithfulness to their confession in Christ is evidence 

of taking part in Christ’s house. 

1. THREE PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS

2. CHRIST IS GREATER THAN MOSES

3. FAITHFULNESS AS EVIDENCE

+This section goes through Hebrews 3:1–6 using the three points noted above, relating them to the main 
theme of the passage. 

1. THREE PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS
  HEBREWS 3:1

Q: How did the author refer to the audience? What is the significance of these 
words? 

Q: Who are the apostles? Why is Jesus called an apostle? 

Hebrews 3:1 contains the main command of this passage—consider Jesus—from which the main point of this 

passage digresses. The remainder of the passage describes why the readers should consider Jesus over Moses, but 
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before getting into this main point, we should take notice of a few matters within verse 1. The author called the 

audience “holy brothers.” Describing his audience as “holy” is significant. Those who follow Christ have been made 

holy before God. This statement points to the gospel and demonstrates a consistent line of thought developing in 

the background of the author’s main arguments. In Hebrews 2:11 the author included his readers among those who 

had been sanctified. Furthermore, he described them as Christ’s brothers. The author was building an identity for 

his audience to latch on to as they struggled to understand themselves at the transition between the old and new 

covenants. 

The author also referred to their “heavenly calling.” This is another way of referring to God’s purposes for our 

salvation. This is what Christ revealed more definitively than the angels or Moses. God has acted in such a way as to 

provide salvation for those who seek Him through faith based in Christ. Christ revealed God’s past actions and their 

future implications for us. We have received a “heavenly calling” because of what Christ did for us.

The author referred to Christ as “apostle” and “high priest.” Christ as high priest will gain further significance as we 

move through the book of Hebrews, but referring to Christ as “apostle” is unexpected. We typically think of Jesus’s 

immediate followers when we think of the word “apostle.” In what sense was Jesus an apostle? The word “apostle” 

simply means “sent one.” This is why it is frequently used of those Jesus sent into the world to proclaim the good 

news about Him. But Jesus was also sent by the Father into the world, so it is appropriate for the author of Hebrews 

to refer to Him as an apostle. Jesus as sent by the Father is a common theme in the Gospel of John (John 3:34; 4:34; 

5:23–24, 30, 36–38; 6:29, 38–39, 44; 7:18, 28–29, 33; 8:16, 18, 26, 29, 42) and in the rest of the New Testament 

(Matthew 10:40; 15:24; Mark 9:37; Luke 4:18, 43; 9:48; 10:16; Acts 3:26; Galatians 4:4). 

Q: What implications does the holiness described by the author have for the 
followers of Jesus?

Q: How does knowing we share in a “heavenly calling” help when we face the 
monotony of life? What about a high stress situation?

APPLICATION POINT – When we confess Christ as Lord and Savior, God declares that we are made holy because 

of the work of Christ on our behalf. He took our sins upon Himself and gave us credit for His righteousness. 

Although this declaration does not depend on our own holiness or works of righteousness, it implies a yearning 

for what is declared about us to be realized in our character and conduct. The author referred to the audience, 

and by extension to us, as “holy brothers” because he expected Christ’s followers would take holiness seriously. 
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2. CHRIST IS GREATER THAN MOSES

  HEBREWS 3:2–6A

Q: According to these verses, how are Jesus and Moses similar?

Q: How has Jesus’s faithfulness been evident so far in Hebrews? 

Although the author intended to show Christ as superior to Moses, in no way did he denigrate Moses. Moses was 

faithful as a servant just as Christ was faithful as the Son. The author’s words are likely intended to direct us to 

Numbers 12:7. In this passage, Miriam and Aaron, Moses’s older brother and sister, challenged the uniqueness 

of Moses’s role as God’s mediator. In response to their accusations against Moses, God summoned the three 

of them to the tent of meeting (Numbers 12:4) and defended Moses (Numbers 12:5–8). In Moses’s defense, 

God stated, “He is faithful in all my house” (Numbers 12:7). As with Hebrews 3:3, these words affirm Moses’s 

faithfulness. Furthermore, Moses being faithful “in all my house” creates an additional connection when the 

author of Hebrews used the building of a house as an analogy between Jesus and Moses (Hebrews 3:3–4). Christ’s 

faithfulness had already been addressed in the description of His ministry in Hebrews 2. His faithfulness will 

become more evident as the letter progresses. 

Q: Moses was a faithful servant. Christ was the faithful Son. In what role or roles is 
God calling you to remain faithful?  

Q: What can you learn from Jesus and Moses’s faithfulness?

APPLICATION POINT – God’s defense of Moses in Numbers 12 reveals the remarkable concern God has for 

those who are faithful to Him. Although Moses was God’s servant, God did not behave as a dispassionate deity 

who could not condescend to address the concerns of His servants. God is concerned about justice among His 

people and desires for those who are faithful to Him to be exonerated. 

God’s defense of Moses and the author’s use of it in Hebrews shows that Moses is a model of faithfulness for us. 

There were certainly times when Moses failed to be faithful. And we should be careful not to limit the meaning 
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of Old Testament texts to finding models for us to emulate. The Old Testament is more than a cast of characters 

for us to admire or critique. But when we see faithfulness or other virtues modeled in the Old Testament, we are 

right to notice them as the author of Hebrews did and pattern our lives from their positive examples. 

Q: What analogy did the author create to show Jesus to be superior to Moses?

Q: How does the parenthetical statement in verse 4 support his argument?

To illustrate Christ’s superiority, the author created a metaphor about a house and its builder. But the meaning of 

this metaphor is difficult to ascertain. It could simply point to the difference in the degree of glory between Jesus 

and Moses. An architecturally pleasing house attracts the attention of those who see it, but the attention paid to 

that house and its glory point to skill of the one who built it. Jesus, as the builder, therefore, receives greater glory 

than Moses, the house. The difficulty with this interpretation is understanding how Moses is like a house and how 

the relationship between the builder and house is analogous to Christ and Moses. If the author is simply pointing 

to differences in degree of glory, then perhaps there is no relationship to discover here, and the author’s metaphor 

breaks down quickly. That is okay if the author has achieved his purpose for the metaphor before it breaks down. 

Another possible interpretation is that the metaphor is intended to point to the differences in the roles of Jesus and 

Moses. This interpretation requires us to supply some details the author omitted from the metaphor but included 

in his explanation. As in the text, Jesus, who is God’s Son (Hebrews 3:6), is like a builder who receives more glory 

than the house he builds. To understand Moses’s role in this metaphor, we have to supply the idea of servanthood, 

which the author included in Hebrews 3:5. Where the builder of an architecturally pleasing house receives more 

glory than the house itself, the same cannot be said for a servant within that house. The servant does not receive any 

glory from the beauty of the house. In the same way, Moses, who is a servant in God’s house, receives no glory from 

the architectural beauty of the house. Perhaps since the information needed to be supplied can be found relatively 

close by in the passage, this second understanding of the metaphor should be preferred. The metaphor points to the 

difference in role between Christ and Moses, not merely a difference in degree of glory. 

Regardless of which interpretation is taken, the purpose of the parenthetical statement making up verse 4 remains 

the same. It illustrates the point the author was making concerning the builder of the house receiving more glory 

than the house itself. Likewise, God receives more glory than either the builder or the house because He “built” the 

materials used for the construction of the house and “built” the builder who wielded his skills to build the house. 

When we see a beautiful house, we should praise the builder, but we should praise God more because both the 

builder and his materials find their source in Him.
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Q: Why is it sometimes challenging to believe that God is the builder of all things? 

Q: How can knowing that God is the builder of all things give you confidence for the 
future?

APPLICATION POINT – To affirm the truth of his analogy, the author drew attention to God as the builder 

of all things. He meant that nothing happens in the world that cannot be ultimately traced back to God. This 

doctrine can provide both tremendous encouragement and confusion for believers. Knowing that nothing 

is beyond God’s control can give us confidence as we consider a future that appears uncertain from our 

perspective. Knowing that nothing is beyond God’s control can be confusing for believers who are struggling 

through suffering. The author of Hebrews would point people in either situation to the glory of God. Although 

we cannot always see how, God is working in creation in such a way as to reveal His glory to all who are willing 

to see. Just as the builder is worthy of more glory than the house, when we see history fully unfolded at the end 

of the ages, it will point us to God’s glory. 

Q: What was Moses’s main role among the people of Israel?

Q: What did Moses testify to that would be spoken of later? 

In describing Moses’s faithfulness, the author said he testified of things that would be spoken later. Moses’s 

role as Israel’s law giver is widely recognized, but how did he testify concerning the future? And why would 

the author of Hebrews focus upon this aspect of Moses’s ministry as the best illustration of his faithfulness 

as God’s servant? Moses’s testimony concerning the future centered on the coming of Israel’s Messiah. For 

example, in Deuteronomy 18:15–22 Moses anticipated the coming of a prophet like himself. In other instances, 

Moses faithfully preserved words testifying about the coming of the Messiah, even though he did not speak 

them directly (Genesis 49:10–12; Numbers 24:17). Paul affirmed the point of the author of Hebrews when he 

stated, “The righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets 

bear witness to it” (Romans 3:21). Jesus Himself said, “For if you believed Moses, you would believe me; for 

he wrote of me” (John 5:46). The Law of Moses contains a witness of Christ, and Moses was faithful to record 

this testimony. Like what was seen in chapter one, the author of Hebrews used the entity over which Christ is 

superior to reveal His superiority. Moses’s own life and ministry pointed to the superiority of Christ.
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Q: Why is it significant that testimony about Christ existed during the time of 
Moses?

Q: How can you follow Moses’s example in using your own life to demonstrate 
Christ’s superiority?

APPLICATION POINT – The Christian faith is about recognizing the glory of God as it is revealed in Christ. 

Our salvation demonstrates God’s glory over sin. Christianity is not about self-promotion or self-discovery. Our 

outlook should reflect the outlook of Moses. We should seek to testify to the work of Christ and point to His 

glory and superiority over all things. 

3. FAITHFULNESS IS EVIDENCE

  HEBREWS 3:6B

Q: How was the author using the word “house” in Hebrews 3:6b? How is this similar 
to and different from the earlier uses in this passage?

Q: What does “hold fast” mean?

The author concluded this passage by saying that we are the house of God over which Christ is faithful. As in 

English, the word “house” has two meanings in the biblical languages. It can refer to a family dwelling, as we 

commonly use the word, or to a family or dynasty, like we sometimes use “household.” The biblical authors 

sometimes created a wordplay using these two meanings, such as when God promised to build David a “house” 

in 2 Samuel 7:11. A similar wordplay appears to be at work in Hebrews 3:3–6. The author was saying that he and 

his audience had become part of God’s family. 

The author could easily be misunderstood when he wrote, “We are his house, if indeed we hold fast our confidence 

…” This could be taken to mean that our place in God’s house is contingent on our future actions, but this 

interpretation does not strictly follow the grammar of the passage. The author was speaking in the present tense, 

not the future. He was not saying, “If we hold fast, we will be God’s house.” Instead, our future actions will 

confirm our standing in God’s house.
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Q: What challenges do you face in holding fast in your faith?

Q: Why is it good that our place in God’s household does not depend upon our 
future actions?

APPLICATION POINT – The author pointed his readers to their place in God’s house to encourage them to 

hold fast in their faith. That is exactly where we must look when we struggle with our faith and wonder how we 

will persevere. Christ, who is greater than angels and Moses, has made us part of God’s family. In God’s family, 

we can receive the encouragement and discipline we need to maintain our faith. 

Christ and Moses are linked by their faithfulness to God, Moses as a servant and Christ as Son. Both are models of 

faithfulness for us. Take some time this week to reflect on opportunities for faithfulness that you have missed or 

neglected over the past three months. Focus on acts of service in your church context or opportunities to share the 

gospel. Write down what led to unfaithfulness on your part and how you could still be faithful in these situations if 

opportunity allows. Finally, write down a date before which you will seek to act in faithfulness in these situations. 

+Use these prayer points to instill the lessons you learned from God’s Word this week. 

God, you are the builder of all things. Help me rest in your sovereignty and control over all of my life. 

Jesus, you are worthy of greater glory than Moses. You are God’s faithful Son, and in you I have all I need to 

live in faithfulness. 
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Jesus, you were testified to long before you were born. You are the center to which all of world history points. 

May you be the center of my life. 

Father, help me to hold fast to the confidence and hope you have provided in the one who is greater than Moses. 



4 4   |  H E B R E W S

G E T T I N G  R E A D Y

Would you describe following Christ as restful?

Read Hebrews 3:7–4:13.

Ask God to help you remain faithful throughout your life.

 K E Y  B I B L I C A L  T R U T H 

The Hebrews could persevere and find God’s good rest or follow the example of Israel in the wilderness and 
rebel.

 T H E O L O G Y  A P P L I E D

We have an opportunity to learn from the failures of God’s people in the past.

 M E D I T A T E

“Therefore, while the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us fear lest any of you should seem 
to have failed to reach it. For good news came to us just as to them, but the message they heard did 
not benefit them, because they were not united by faith with those who listened” (Hebrews 4:1–2). 

+This section will introduce the lesson by identifying the main point of the passage and offering a preliminary 

application of it.  

March 12, 2023 | Hebrews
REBELLION OR REST
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Q: What sayings or proverbs can you think of that encourage seeing a task through 
to completion?

Q: What challenges would keep a first-century Christian from enduring in faith? 
How are the challenges they faced relatable to us? 

The author of Hebrews wanted his audience to know that Christ is better than everything they had known in 

their past. His audience, who likely were converts from Judaism, were struggling to retain their faith. They were 

considering returning to their former faith or, at least, holding on to elements of their former faith in such a way as 

to intrude upon and distort their faith in Christ (Hebrews 2:1). The author began by arguing that Christ is superior 

to angels (Hebrews 1–2) and then that Christ is superior to Moses, who was a servant among God’s people (Hebrews 

3:1–6). Since Christ is God’s Son, He is greater than the servant of God’s people (Hebrews 3:5–6), and those who 

confess faith in Christ are in a better position since they confess faith in the Son rather than the servant. Those who 

confess Christ become part of His “house,” sharing in Christ’s inheritance as the son of the owner of the house. But 

only if they hold fast to their confidence and hope in Christ (Hebrews 3:6). 

In Hebrews 3:7–4:13, the author encouraged his audience to hold fast to their confidence and hope by directing 

them to Psalm 95:7–11 and drawing from it a warning and a promise. He warned that failure to persevere in Christ 

will keep one from entering God’s rest, just as the generation who left Egypt failed to enter the promised land. But 

those who confess Christ are promised that the rest the Israelites found in the land under Joshua is only a picture 

of the better rest that awaits them.

Q: What resolutions can you make to strengthen your will to persevere in faith?

Q: How can you encourage others in your church to persevere in faith?

APPLICATION POINT – Although our lives are separated by nearly two thousand years, the author’s point 

remains relevant for Christians today. Christians face external pressure to conform to society’s direction. 

Internally, we may wonder if we are missing opportunities in a world where everyone else lives for themselves. 

How can we persevere in these circumstances? One way to encourage perseverance is to follow the author’s 

lead in focusing on the big questions in life. In Hebrews, the author addressed angels, Moses, the high priest, 
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sacrifices, and many more issues that were of the utmost importance to former Jews. His point was that these 

things cannot provide satisfying answers to the most important questions the way Christ can. The same approach 

can be helpful as we seek to build a worldview in which we can persevere. Where do we come from and where are 

we going? What is wrong with humanity? How can we be fixed? Christ is a better answer to these questions than 

anything the world has to offer. Focusing on the major questions in life reveals that we have nowhere else to go.

 U N D E R S T A N D I N G  T H E  T E X T

+Hebrews 3:7–4:13 is the author’s exposition and application of Psalm 95:7–11. It is one of the longest treatments 

of an Old Testament text found in the New Testament. 

1. PSALM 95

2. BEWARE OF UNBELIEF

3. FAITHFULNESS THROUGHOUT LIFE

4. A GREATER REST

5. GOD EXPOSES UNFAITHFULNESS

+This section will go through Hebrews 3:7–4:13 using the five points listed above. Personal applications 
will be included for each point. 

 

1. PSALM 95

   HEBREWS 3:7–11; PSALM 95

Q: How does Psalm 95:8 differ from Hebrews 3:8? What event is the psalm referring 
to?

Q: God declared that Israel would wander in the desert for forty years until the 
generation that left Egypt died (Numbers 14:32–35), but this did not happen at 
Meribah and Massah (Exodus 17:1–7). Why did the psalmist and the author of 
Hebrews associate these events?
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Hebrews 3:7–11 is a quotation of Psalm 95:7–11. Many scholars believe Psalm 95 originated during Israel’s return 

from exile. The first half of the psalm calls for the people to praise God. The second half warns them against 

hardening their hearts against God as the Israelites did after leaving Egypt. The psalmist illustrated his warning by 

pointing his audience to Israel in the wilderness. Soon after the Israelites left Egypt, they began grumbling against 

God and testing Him. The psalmist referred to Meribah and Massah, which is where the Israelites grumbled against 

God because they did not have sufficient water (Exodus 17:1–7). He miraculously provided for them, but the place 

where this happened became known as Testing (Meribah) and Quarreling (Massah). The psalmist then said that 

God loathed Israel for forty years (Psalm 95:10). This refers to the length of time the generation which left Egypt 

wandered in the wilderness until they died (Numbers 14:35). Because of their unfaithfulness, God would not allow 

them to enter the promised land. The author of Psalms believed the same thing could happen to those who were 

returning from exile if they hardened their hearts against God. 

The use of Psalm 95:7–11 in Hebrews 3:7–11 is tricky because the author refers to two different events, Exodus 17 

and Numbers 14, without distinguishing between them (Hebrews 3:8–9). It seems as though the forty years the 

Israelites spent in the wilderness was the result of the rebellion described in Exodus 17 instead of Number 14. The 

author of Hebrews certainly was not ignorant of Old Testament history and was not trying to deceive his audience 

over such a trivial matter. More likely, he recognized a pattern of rebellion in Israel’s behavior that he began to treat 

as a single episode. He was warning his audience against allowing the same pattern to emerge in their lives. When 

we turn to the subject of rest, we will see that the author of Hebrews saw numerous patterns in the Old Testament 

he believed to be related. 

Q: To whom does the author attribute Psalm 95?

Q: Why is it important for the Bible to be inspired by God?

APPLICATION POINT – The author of Hebrews attributed Psalm 95 to the Holy Spirit. This is a minor detail in 

the passage but one of great significance for those committed to living biblically. We believe that what the author 

of Hebrews stated concerning Psalm 95 is true of the entirety of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16). The Bible is God’s 

Word. It can be trusted to shape us into the image of Christ and guide us as we navigate living according to His 

will. 
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2. BEWARE OF UNBELIEF

   HEBREWS 3:12–14

Q: What are the two exhortations in Hebrews 3:12–14?

Q: Why is community important when looking out for an evil, unbelieving heart? 

Hebrews 3:12–14 contains two exhortations to beware of unbelief. The first is personal (Hebrews 3:12), 

instructing each individual to beware of an evil, unbelieving heart. Psalm 95:8 describes this as a hard heart. 

The link between the author’s audience and the subject of Psalm 95 is easy to see. Like the author of Psalm 95, 

the author of Hebrews exhorted his audience to avoid the error that characterized the wilderness generation. 

Their unbelief led them away from God. The same could be the case for the recipients of the letter of Hebrews. 

The second exhortation is communal. Believers are to look after one another because sin is inherently deceitful. 

Sin promises happiness, freedom, and prosperity but delivers misery, bondage, and failure. Sin is also alluring. 

It creates a false sense of security so that the victim feels comfortable at first and doesn’t realize the danger 

before it is too late. Sin’s deceptiveness shows why avoiding sin is a communal effort. Since sin is deceitful, we 

may not be able to recognize it on our own, but others have a way of noticing sins we have become blind to in 

our own lives.

The author also used the wording of Psalm 95 to stress the urgency of his exhortations. The quotation of Psalm 

95 begins with “today.” The author of Hebrews commanded his readers to daily exhort one another as long as 

it is called “today.” The idea is that there will come a time when the days that can be described as “today” will 

end and the next day, the day of judgment, will begin. When it is no longer “today,” it will be too late for these 

exhortations. 

Q: How are you taking care to avoid an evil and unbelieving heart? 

Q: Do you have the kind of community envisioned by Hebrews 3:13? If so, how do 
you maintain the spiritual intent of this community? If not, what steps can you 
take to form this kind of community?
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APPLICATION POINT – Hebrews 3:12–14 reveals the importance of questioning ourselves and inviting others 

to question us as well. Jeremiah 17:9 says, “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who 

can understand it?” Sin is deceptive partly because we deceive ourselves. If you are always confident in your 

own moral judgments and trust your own instincts, this passage is a warning to adopt a degree of skepticism 

about yourself and invite others into your life who can question the decisions you are making and the habits 

you are forming. 

3. FAITHFULNESS THROUGHOUT LIFE

  HEBREWS 3:15–19

Q: What is the purpose of the author’s rhetorical questions? What point was he 
making?

Q: What is the “rest” the author spoke of in verse 18?

Following his exhortations, the author cited Psalm 95:7 again and then posed a series of rhetorical questions. He 

did not state his main point, so we must infer it from what he said and the context of the audience. The point of 

these rhetorical questions is that past participation does not guarantee current faithfulness. The Israelites who 

participated in the exodus led by Moses were the same ones who rebelled against God in Exodus 17. These were 

the same Israelites who died in the desert, failing to enter God’s “rest.” “Rest” in this instance refers to entry 

into the promised land. God promised to take the Israelites out of Egypt, but it was only the beginning of what 

He intended to do with them. His goal from the beginning was to bring them into the promised land (Exodus 

3:16–17). Because they did not continue in faithfulness to the end, the original generation who left Egypt failed to 

find rest in the promised land despite all that God had done for them. 

In the author’s mind, Israel’s story contained several points of connection with his audience, who had initially 

confessed faith in Christ but were now questioning whether they should abandon Christ or merge their beliefs 

in Him with their former beliefs. He was using the wilderness generation to encourage them to continue in 

faithfulness. The exodus was a significant event for the Israelites, but leaving Egypt did not guarantee entry into 

the promised land. In the same way, an initial confession of Christ does not mean a person is saved if he or she 

later denies or even just neglects that confession. What matters is faithfulness to Christ that endures throughout 

life. As the author said, “We have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original confidence firm to the 

end” (Hebrews 3:14).
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Q: How can current faithfulness provide more reliable evidence of your salvation 
than your original confession?

Q: Does salvation occur in a moment or is it a process that must be continued 
throughout life?

APPLICATION POINT – Sometimes people will point to a single moment or event in their past as evidence 

of their salvation, often even in the face of glaring immorality and unfaithfulness in the present. They may have 

attended church when they were younger, been baptized, or had some other kind of spiritual experience. The author 

of Hebrews offered a stern warning to anyone who thinks in this way. Just as the Israelites who participated in the 

exodus failed to enter the promised land, an isolated religious experience does not mean a person is saved if that 

experience has not continued to shape the person’s life into the present. When Christ saves someone, it makes a 

difference that is evident throughout life. There may be lapses at times but never a complete disregard or disdain 

of God and His rule over your life. This point does not deny that conversion to Christ and justification occur at a 

single point in life. In that sense, salvation occurs in a moment. But what happens in that moment will be evident 

throughout life. 

4. A GREATER REST

  HEBREWS 4:1–8

Q: What is the relationship between God’s rest in Genesis 2:2–3, Israel’s entry 
into the promised land under Joshua, and the era that will begin when Jesus 
returns?

Q: What does the word “rest” mean in this passage?

To urge his readers to continue in faith in Christ, the author expanded on the last line of Psalm 95. Everyone 

who endures in faith will be able to enter God’s rest. The word “rest” in this psalm and in Hebrews does not refer 

to inactivity but to the satisfaction of knowing every aspect of one’s existence has been ordered to reveal God’s 

goodness. This is why God rested on the seventh day of creation (Genesis 2:2–3). Every detail of the created cosmos 

was organized to reveal His goodness (Genesis 1:31). This is why Israel understood the promised land as a place of 
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rest. They would live in the land God had given them under His rule. The author drew a parallel between this and 

the future that awaits all believers who hold fast to their confession of Christ. 

While the author saw Israel’s entry into the promised land as entering God’s rest, their life in the land was only a 

picture of the greater rest the psalmist and the author of Hebrews envisioned for the people of God. Joshua did not 

lead Israel into this rest (Hebrews 4:8). That is why the psalmist addressed his audience and said “today” do not 

harden your hearts as the people of Israel did. He believed there was yet a greater rest for the people of God if they 

avoided the unfaithfulness of the wilderness generation. The author of Hebrews was drawing on the psalmist’s point 

to tell his audience that a greater rest awaited them if they would only hold fast to their faith in Christ. That rest 

would be like God’s rest after creation was complete. 

Q: Rest is satisfaction in knowing all of creation is ordered to glorify God. How does 
this shape your understanding of God’s will for your life?

Q: How would viewing rest as inactivity or leisure distort the author’s message?

APPLICATION POINT – Many people yearn for a carefree existence. They believe this will allow them opportunity 

to seek and achieve their greatest happiness and fulfillment. Some Christians even view heaven in this manner. This 

is not what was envisioned by the psalmist and the author of Hebrews. When they described rest, they did not 

envision a carefree existence but one in which all our cares are centered and multiplied on the glory of God. That is 

when we will be able to rest well. That is when we will find our greatest happiness and fulfillment. Our ultimate rest 

awaits in eternity, but we can begin to know that rest now by ordering our lives to reflect God’s glory. 

5. GOD EXPOSES UNFAITHFULNESS

  HEBREWS 4:11–13

Q: What is the purpose of Hebrews 4:12?

Q: How is “discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart” related to the 
author’s main point in this section? 
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Hebrews 4:12 is a well-known verse concerning the power of God’s Word. Since it is often quoted apart from its 
surrounding context, many people fail to recognize that the main point of this verse is that unfaithfulness, like 
that of Israel’s wilderness generation, will be exposed by God’s Word. Everything will be laid bare before Him 
(Hebrews 4:13). It may be possible to fool others concerning one’s commitment to God, but it is impossible to fool 
Him. His Word is able to examine the deepest intentions of your heart. 

Q: The metaphor the author used to describe God’s Word sounds painful. Why would 
it be painful to allow the Bible to correct your life?

Q: What sin are you attempting to hide from God? Why do people do this when they 
recognize that God is able to see all things?

APPLICATION POINT – God’s Word is a powerful resource to help us live for godliness, but it cannot help us if 

we fail to take advantage of it. Growing in knowledge and love for God’s Word will help you endure in faithfulness 

to Christ, which is the main point of Hebrews. 
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The author spoke extensively about rest. His discussion is related to but not the same as the fourth commandment. 

The nation of Israel was commanded to rest from their labor on the final day of the week. In doing so, the pattern 

of their week followed the pattern of God in creation. Furthermore, their Sabbath day was an opportunity to show 

that God was the one who sustained them, not their own labor. Scholars debate whether the Sabbath commandment 

remains active for believers in the new covenant. Whatever the case, rest has physical and spiritual benefits that 

will remind us of the larger point the author of Hebrews had in view. If you have been doing a poor job of finding a 

day of rest lately, commit to saying no to overtime and extra projects. Figure out a way to get household chores and 

responsibilities done before your day of rest so you are not tempted to cheat.

+Use these prayer points to instill the lessons you learned from God’s Word this week. 

God, keep me from provoking your wrath as the people of Israel did in the wilderness. 

Jesus, thank you for securing the rest I need to enjoy you and the Father forever.

Father, help me to yearn for the day of future rest you have for all those who remain faithful to you. 

Lord, help me to utilize the gift of your Word to help keep me from sin and help me grow in faith. 
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G E T T I N G  R E A D Y

Do you think people today struggle to endure in the Christian faith? Why or why not?

Read Hebrews 4:14–5:10.

Ask God to help you understand how Christ gives you the strength to endure.

 K E Y  B I B L I C A L  T R U T H 

Hold fast to your faith because Jesus is a greater high priest.

 T H E O L O G Y  A P P L I E D

Our hope does not rest in humanity but in Christ.

 M E D I T A T E

“For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in 
every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin” (Hebrews 4:15). 

+This section will introduce the lesson by identifying the main point of the passage and offering a 
preliminary application of it.  

March 19, 2023 | Hebrews
CHRIST, OUR GREATER HIGH PRIEST
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Q: What is a priest? What is a high priest?

Q: Which Old Testament book offers the most explanation of Israel’s priesthood? 

Day traders trying to beat the stock market live with a constant state of unease. Is it time to sell or not? Will I lose 

big if I hold on? A similar feeling had worked its way into the pit of the stomachs of those who received the letter to 

the Hebrews. Should they hold on to Christ or should they cut their losses and return to Judaism? 

Hebrews was written to encourage them to stand firm in their faith. At Hebrews 4:14, the author turned to a new 

reason to hold firm. Jesus is a greater high priest than any in the old covenant. Not only is Jesus greater, He is the 

only high priest who can truly offer salvation. The recipients of the letter were encouraged to hold on to Christ 

because there is no hope for those outside of Christ. The author has alluded to this topic previously (Hebrews 2:17; 

3:1) and will cover it again (Hebrews 7–8). But in this passage his attention was focused on the unique dynamic 

emerging from Jesus being our human priest but also God Himself. As the author will show throughout this passage, 

this truth provides for us the greatest possible assurance of salvation. In Jesus we have a human priest who is able 

to sympathize with our weakness and a divine priest who is Himself without sin. 

Q: In what ways do we look to human institutions to save us?

Q: What will it cost you to hold firm to Christ?

APPLICATION POINT – The recipients of the letter to the Hebrews were looking to the institutions of the past 

to find the salvation only Jesus could provide. Today, many people seek salvation in the government, finances, 

social circles, education, or even the lottery. None of those institutions can provide salvation. The author of 

Hebrews would call us to Christ. 

 U N D E R S T A N D I N G  T H E  T E X T

+Since Jesus is both human and divine, the audience could be more confident of salvation found in Him than they 

ever could under the priests of the old covenant. But Jesus’s human and divine nature created problems in their 

minds. Could Jesus, in His divine nature, truly sympathize with our weaknesses? How could He presume to fill this 
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role? As God, could He even perform the duties of the priest? The author affirmed that Christ offers a more certain 

salvation than they could ever find in the old covenant. 

1. CHRIST SYMPATHIZES WITH, BUT DOES NOT SHARE IN, OUR 
WEAKNESS.

2. CHRIST WAS APPOINTED AS PRIEST BY GOD, NOT HIMSELF.

3. EVEN AS A DIVINE PRIEST, CHRIST CONTINUES TO IDENTIFY 
WITH US.

+The remainder of this less will examine Hebrews 4:14–5:10 under the headings given above.

1. CHRIST SYMPATHIZES WITH, BUT DOES NOT SHARE IN, OUR 
WEAKNESS.

  HEBREWS 4:14–5:3

Q: Why would the audience wonder if Christ could sympathize with them as their 
priest? 

Q: How would passing “through the heavens” give more confidence in the priestly 
work Jesus provides?

Although a priest helped the Israelites secure forgiveness, he too was guilty of sin. This meant he could feel the 

weight of sin and knew the trials produced by temptation. Jesus, as the Son of God, passed through the heavens, 

meaning He was once at the Father’s side before He came to earth. He knew firsthand the wrath our sin caused the 

Father. He knew firsthand the sadness the Father feels over His fallen creatures. He knew firsthand what it would 

mean for the Father to forgive sin. This is something that could never be true of an old covenant priest. Therefore, 

Christ is our great high priest. We can draw near to God’s throne with confidence during our time of need—when we 

need forgiveness—and receive the grace and mercy we need (Hebrews 4:16). An earthly priest could never offer this. 
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It seems the audience considered this line of thought too good to be true. Yes, Christ, who came from God’s presence 

and passed through the heavens, may have greater access to the Father, but is He really able to sympathize with the 

temptations we encounter? Can He adequately connect with us and our struggle with sin on earth? Yes! When the 

Son took on human flesh, He endured every temptation we face but did not sin (Hebrews 4:15). He can sympathize 

with humanity’s struggle with sin because He shared in their temptation to sin. Because of the incarnation, we 

should never think Christ is unable to sympathize with our struggle with sin. 

Q: How can Hebrews 4:14 comfort people in times of sorrow?

Q: HWhat advantages does our confidence in Christ give us in our daily lives?

APPLICATION POINT – In coming to earth and taking on human flesh, Jesus did more than sympathize with 

our weaknesses. He can sympathize with every part of our lives. When we experience sorrow, a natural question 

to ask is whether God cares. Hebrews 4:16 gives an emphatic yes. Jesus knew what it was like to be betrayed by 

those closest to Him. He knew what it was like to be ostracized by the community. He knew what it was like to 

have struggles with family members. He knew what it was like to experience the death of a close friend. We are 

not told, but it is likely He knew what it was like to lose a father at a young age. (Joseph is never mentioned in 

Jesus’s adult ministry.) Does God care about our struggles? Yes. He experienced them too. 

Q: What is the meaning of “weakness” in Hebrews 4:15 and 5:3?

Q: How does Leviticus 16 help us understand the comments made in Hebrews 
5:1–3?

After presenting the case for the greater priesthood of Jesus, the author shifted his attention to the inadequacies 

of the old covenant priests. The old covenant priests dealt gently—sympathized—with the ignorant and wayward 

because he was weak as they were. The key to understanding the author’s point is found in three words—“ignorant,” 

“wayward,” and “weakness” all allude to sin in Hebrews 5:2. The link between “wayward” and “sin” is easy enough 

to understand. If you are wayward, you have gone outside of God’s righteousness. The link between “weakness” 

and “sin” is evident from Hebrews 4:15. Jesus, as our high priest, sympathizes with our weakness because He was 
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tempted in His flesh but remained without sin. He sympathizes with our weakness but does not share in it. “The 

law distinguished between sins committed out of weakness or ignorance (Num. 15:27–31) and sins committed in 

defiance of the Lord’s authority (10:26, 27).” The old covenant priests could sympathize with sinners because he 

shared in their sin.

Both the old covenant priest and Jesus could sympathize with sinners, Jesus because He shared in our temptation 

and the old covenant priest because he shared in our sin. But in sharing in our sin, the old covenant priest 

revealed the futility of the old covenant. He had his own sins that required God’s forgiveness. How could one who 

needs forgiveness help secure our forgiveness? What confidence could we have in that? 

Q: What does the futility of the old covenant priest reveal concerning our ability to 
save ourselves? 

Q: The author used “weakness” to refer to the high priest’s sins. What does this 
reveal of the nature of sin?

APPLICATION POINT – Sin always tears down and destroys. Every sin we commit diminishes our lives. No 

matter how attractive sin may be, it is never worth it. It makes us weaker, less able to glorify God, and less capable 

of finding lasting joy. If the link between weakness and sin is not enough to make you abhor sin and flee from it, 

nothing will. 

2. CHRIST WAS APPOINTED PRIEST BY GOD, NOT HIMSELF.

 HEBREWS 5:4–6

Q: Why is it important that Jesus did not appoint Himself to be priest?

Q: Why does the author point to Psalm 2:7 to show that God appointed Jesus to be 
priest?
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The author offered a cogent argument for the superiority of Jesus’s priesthood, but what right did Jesus have to 

be priest in the first place? He was not from the priestly line within Israel. Who made Him a priest? Wasn’t His 

priesthood merely a sign of self-exaltation (Hebrews 5:5)? The author responded by stating that Jesus did not 

make Himself priest. He was appointed as priest by God, just as Aaron was and the priesthood that descended 

from him. The author looked to the Old Testament for proof, citing Psalm 2:7 and Psalm 110:4. Psalm 110:4 

records the Lord’s oath to a messianic figure. The Lord declared that the Messiah would be priest forever after the 

order of Melchizedek. (Melchizedek will receive further attention in Hebrews 7.) For the purposes of this passage, 

it is enough to note the messianic figure (as long as we agree this is who is addressed) is appointed as priest. He 

did not usurp this role. 

The citation of Psalm 2:7 will likely seem enigmatic to modern readers. The verse does not mention priests or 

priesthoods. Why would the author choose this verse to support his claim that Jesus was appointed as priest? The 

key to understanding the use of Psalm 2:7 is that the author viewed Jesus as a priest-king, which was also the case 

for Melchizedek (Genesis 14:18). In citing Psalm 2:7, the author expected us to make the connection between the 

coronation of the messianic king in Psalm 2:6 and the appointing of this king as priest.

.

Q: How does the author’s argument show the consistency between the Old and New 
Testaments? Why is this important for Christians?

Q: Even in becoming our great high priest, Jesus remains a model for us because 
He did not exalt Himself. How can you follow His lead in your family? Your 
church? Your work?

APPLICATION POINT – In the time Hebrews was written, plenty of religious gurus claimed to have the secret 

knowledge necessary to please the gods or obtain salvation. Within Judaism, there were others who claimed to be 

Israel’s long-awaited Messiah. How was the audience to know that Jesus was not another soon-to-be-forgotten 

guru in a long line of false gurus? The same question pertains to us. That is why the author’s argument is so 

crucial for us. The author argued that God’s plan in Jesus extends back into the Old Testament. The teachings 

surrounding Jesus did not begin with His followers or even with His incarnation. God’s plan concerning Jesus 

is rooted in Scriptures that were written hundreds of years earlier. This gives Jesus’s ministry a supernatural 

affirmation that should give us confidence in our faith in Christ. 
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Q: Who did the servant address in Isaiah 49:1?

Q: Why did God include the nations within the scope of the servant’s ministry? 

3. EVEN AS A DIVINE PRIEST, CHRIST CONTINUES TO IDENTIFY 
WITH US.

 HEBREWS 5:7–10

Q: How did the author connect Jesus to his readers’ human experience in Hebrews 
5:7–10?

Q: If Jesus was without sin, how did He learn obedience?

The author again turned to Jesus’s ability to identify with human beings in Hebrews 5:7–10. Even though He 

was appointed a priest by God, Jesus still shared in our experiences. He prayed to God as one in deep anguish, 

not as the divine Son of the Father. He did not resolve His own trials even though He certainly could have. 

Furthermore, Jesus learned obedience as we do. In saying He learned obedience, the author does not mean Jesus 

was disobedient to God beforehand. The author had already said Jesus was without sin (Hebrews 4:15). The word 

“suffering” is the key to understanding the author’s meaning. Jesus obeyed through His suffering. It was through 

suffering that Jesus fulfilled His purpose on earth, and He was obedient in the midst of that suffering. As in other 

locations in Hebrews, the word “perfect” does not imply that Jesus was somehow less than perfect. It means Jesus 

completed what was necessary for Him to accomplish His divine purpose in life (Hebrews 2:10). 

Q: How did Jesus model an effective prayer life for us? How does your prayer life 
compare to Hebrews 5:7?

Q: Do you view suffering as a chance to learn obedience? How could this 
perspective change your outlook on suffering?
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THIS IS US

APPLICATION POINT – Although Jesus the Son was able to save Himself in a time of need, He turned to the 

Father in prayer. How much more should we, who are totally incapable of resolving our problems, go to God in 

prayer? Use Hebrews 5:7 to challenge your prayer life. Pray from the heart as though God is capable of meeting 

your deepest needs—because He is! 

Jesus is our great high priest. Because of Him we can go before God’s throne with confidence that we will be forgiven 

for all our sins. This week, take time to confess your sins to God. But do not stop there! Also take time to revel in the 

forgiveness secured by your great high priest. 

+Use these prayer points to instill the lessons you learned from God’s Word this week. 

Father, help me to hold fast to my confession in your Son. 

Jesus, you are my great high priest. Help me never to trust in any other savior. 

God, give me a new glimpse, every day, into the wonders of your plan for my salvation. 

Jesus, help me follow your example in suffering, in prayer, and in service. 
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G E T T I N G  R E A D Y
+ Can you think of a person who confessed belief in Christ but later gave up on their faith? What led the 
person to confess belief? What led them to deny what they had previously confessed? How would you 
describe, theologically, what happened to such a person? 
+ Read Hebrews 5:11–6:20.
+ Ask God to use this passage to help you speak to people who were once interested or participated in 
Christianity but have since fallen away from it.

 K E Y  B I B L I C A L  T R U T H 
Spiritual immaturity and denying the confession you once claimed will keep you from progressing in your 
faith.

 T H E O L O G Y  A P P L I E D
You should look for consistent growth in your faith.

 M E D I T A T E
“For it is impossible, in the case of those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly 
gift, and have shared in the Holy Spirit, and have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the 
powers of the age to come, and then have fallen away, to restore them again to repentance, since they 
are crucifying once again the Son of God to their own harm and holding him up to contempt” (Hebrews 
6:4–6). 

+This section will introduce the lesson by identifying the main point of the passage and offering a 
preliminary application.

March 26, 2023 | Hebrews
WARNINGS WITH A PURPOSE 
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Q: Can you describe a time when someone told you something you didn’t want to 
hear but needed to hear anyway?

Q: What is a “yes man”? Why are “yes men” disparaged? 

No one likes to be told things they do not like to hear. Bad news is unpleasant and can ruin our day. But sometimes 

we need to hear things we do not like. If we have an illness such as cancer in our bodies, we need to know so we can 

receive treatment. If we have a character flaw that routinely sabotages our lives, a good friend will point it out to us, 

not ignore it. We need to know about things causing us harm whether we like it or not.

In this passage, the author told his audience some things they would not have wanted to hear. They were behaving 

as children, spiritually speaking, and as long as they continued, they risked negating all the work they had put into 

their spiritual growth.  

Q: What steps can you take to invite spiritual feedback?

Q: What outlook can you adopt to receive spiritual feedback well?

APPLICATION POINT – The author was about to tell the readers something they would not want to hear but 

must hear if they were to have any hope of continuing in spiritual growth. The same thing will likely be true of 

us at some point in our spiritual growth. We need people in our life who will tell us what we do not want to hear. 

We should make the effort to cultivate this type of friendship in our church and take the opportunity to add this 

dynamic to our current friendships, if possible. Allow the feedback to begin with us. This can make others less 

guarded and more open to receiving feedback themselves. 

Before moving into the body of this lesson, a few remarks may be helpful to consider in order to gain the maximum 

value. This is one of the more controversial passages in the New Testament. As we work through the text and try 

to sort out some of the crucial matters, it is important to remember that you do not have to agree with everything 

written in these lessons. Oakwood desires these lessons to support your spiritual growth. Therefore, difficult issues 

in the biblical text cannot be avoided. When they are encountered, every effort is made to ensure the position of 

these lessons fits within the parameters of what Oakwood would allow to be taught among its membership. Even 

still, there may occasionally be interpretive matters over which you arrive at a different conclusion. That is okay. 

What is important is not that you agree with every word but that these lessons spur you on to greater maturity 



6 4   |  H E B R E W S

in faith. If you disagree with anything written here and can confidently articulate why, these lessons will have 

achieved their purpose. 

 U N D E R S T A N D I N G  T H E  T E X T

+The author encouraged the audience to persevere in their faith by offering a series of arguments revealing Christ to 

be superior to what they previously knew from the old covenant. The argument from Hebrews 4:14–5:10 concerns 

the greater nature of Jesus’s priesthood. The author said more on this subject in Hebrews 7–8, but first he digressed 

to warn the readers and to encourage them. His warning is twofold. First, he was concerned over their lack of 

progress in the faith. Second, he warned them that if they renounced their faith in Christ after becoming so closely 

tied to the body of Christ, they would have no hope of returning. The condition of their heart would be evident from 

their denial of Christ. The encouragement offered was that the author believed they would endure in their faith. If 

they endured, God would prove faithful.

1. A LAMENTATION FOR LACK OF GROWTH

2. A SOLEMN ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

3. ANTICIPATION OF ENDURANCE

4. ASSURANCE OF GOD’S PROMISE

+This section will work through Hebrews 5:11–6:20 using the four points noted above. 

1. A LAMENTATION FOR LACK OF GROWTH

  HEBREWS 5:11–6:3

Q: How is the author’s constant urging to remain firm in faith related to the 
audience’s spiritual immaturity? 

Q: How could all the recipients of this letter become teachers?
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The author started explaining how Jesus’s priesthood is superior to the priesthood of the old covenant, but he 

stopped in the middle because he realized the audience might struggle to understand the argument. This creates a 

lamentation in the author because the audience should have been spiritually mature enough to follow his argument. 

But they were spiritual infants. And like infants, they were only able to digest—understand—the basic teachings of 

their faith. They should have grown in maturity to the point of being able to receive more challenging teachings. 

The audience’s spiritual immaturity was certainly tied to their constant temptation to return to Judaism. How is it 

possible to grow past infancy in your faith if you are constantly unsure whether you will continue in your faith? Their 

continued flirtation with Judaism guaranteed that they would remain spiritual infants. 

The author said the recipients should have progressed in their faith to the point of being able to teach others, but 

this had not happened because of their spiritual immaturity. How could all these people be teachers? The author did 

not have formal teaching in view but informal, relationship-based teaching. He was talking about discipleship. The 

audience should have been at the point where there was organic discipleship going on among them. Instead, he was 

having to write a letter to encourage them to just continue in the faith. The absence of spiritual growth among them 

was not a neutral. It was inhibiting a basic function of the church.

The author exhorted the audience to “leave the elementary doctrine of Christ.” This could be easily misunderstood. 

The Christian life begins by receiving the good news that Jesus was crucified on the cross to pay the penalty of our 

sins and rose again three days later. When the author says we “leave” this behind, he certainly did not mean we 

should abandon the gospel. Rather, we build on the foundation established by the gospel. The gospel will move up 

through the entire structure. The author was not frustrated that his audience needed to think about the gospel. He 

was frustrated that the gospel had not produced the faith needed for them to continue growing in Christ. Instead of 

growing in Christ and building on the foundation of the gospel, the audience was questioning whether they wanted 

to continue in Christ. The elementary doctrine of Christ had not created in them the kind of faith that could be built 

on. 

Q: How has the gospel changed your life? Are you more spiritually mature today 
than when you first confessed Christ as Savior?

Q: Do you consider yourself a teacher within your church? What steps can you take 
to cultivate teaching/discipleship relationships?

APPLICATION POINT – The author was concerned for the lack of spiritual growth and maturity among the 

readers of his letter. The absence of spiritual growth in our own lives should concern us as well. If the gospel has 

not produced a faith in us that can form the basis of spiritual growth, it has not had the result God intended. There 
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is reason to wonder if the gospel has changed us at all. This does not mean we cannot have doubts as a Christian. 

Doubt is natural and perhaps even beneficial if it spurs stronger commitment and deeper knowledge. But if a 

Christian is plagued by doubts that inhibit or negate spiritual growth, that person, like the audience, must move 

beyond the point of debilitating doubts. 

In terms of application, we should not only consider the audience’s challenges but also what the author hoped for 

them. He envisioned a community of faith marked by discipleship. It is not enough to avoid the short comings of 

the audience if we fail to achieve the growth and maturity the author yearned to see in them. The church should 

be filled with teachers who are willing to help others grow in faith through personal discipleship. 

2. A SOLEMN ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

  HEBREWS 6:4–8

Q: Who and what was the author describing in Hebrews 6:4–6?

Q: What did the author mean by “fall away”?

After voicing his lamentation, the author made a solemn acknowledgement, the meaning of which is highly 

disputed. The key matter of dispute is the identity of the people he described in Hebrews 6:4–6 as those who 

“have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, and have shared in the Holy Spirit, and have 

tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the age to come and then have fallen away.” Was 

he talking about Christians? If so, was he saying it is possible for someone who is saved to lose their salvation 

or “fall away”? Or was he describing people who only appear to be saved and the true nature of their spiritual 

condition is revealed when they “fall away”. 

The problem with thinking the author was describing Christians is the widespread belief among Christians that 

it is impossible for a believer to lose his or her salvation. This belief is often referred to as “the perseverance 

of the saints.” There is ample evidence supporting the perseverance of the saints in the Bible. 1 Corinthians 

1:6–8 says, “The testimony about Christ was confirmed among you—so that you are not lacking in any gift, as 

you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our 

Lord Jesus Christ.” Paul believed the Corinthians would be sustained in their faith by Christ. He did not allow 

for the possibility that they would abandon the faith. If he would say this about them, he would say this about 

any professing believer. In Philippians 1:6, Paul wrote, “And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work 
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in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.” The “good work” Paul referred to is either their 

salvation or something tied so closely to their salvation that it would be impossible for that good work to exist 

apart from it. Since this good work would be brought to completion, the Philippians would remain in salvation 

until Christ returns. In John 10:25–29, Jesus said, “I told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in 

my Father’s name bear witness about me, but you do not believe because you are not among my sheep. My 

sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, 

and no one will snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no 

one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand.” The way in which Jesus spoke of His flock shows that His 

flock does not change. People are either part of His flock or not. Once you are part of the flock, there is no going 

out. The enemy cannot entice you to leave and thus snatch you away. You will not wonder off on your own. You 

are part of the flock. 

Those who believe in the perseverance of the saints acknowledge that some people do appear to abandon their 

faith. This does not mean the person continues to be saved in spite of themselves. Rather, it is believed such an 

individual was never really saved. 1 John 2:19 states, “They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they 

had been of us, they would have continued with us. But they went out, that it might become plain that they all 

are not of us.” Many people who hold to the perseverance of the saints believe these verses from 1 John describe 

the situation in Hebrews 6:4–6 in which those who appear to be saved and even participate in the church but 

then fall away, revealing the true nature of their souls.

Is there any evidence Hebrews 6:4–6 can be read in this way? The author gives four descriptions of those he was 

warning. Most readers admit these descriptions seem to refer to someone who has been saved, but a common 

interpretation of this passage from those who believe in the perseverance of the saints notes that the author’s 

words could be taken to refer to someone who has partially but not completely received what is described. The 

author was describing someone who has “been enlightened” but not yet come to the full knowledge of saving 

grace; someone who has shared in the Holy Spirit but never completely possessed the Holy Spirit; someone 

who tasted the heavenly gift, the goodness of God’s Word, and the powers of the age to come but not actually 

consumed them. Such a person would seem like someone who had received Christ as Savior. Perhaps they 

would even believe themselves to be a Christian, but when they give up what had only partially been received, 

it is revealed there never was any real salvation in their life. That person has fallen away from the salvation he 

or she never completely had. 

This interpretation resolves the difficulty of this passage for those who hold to the perseverance of the saints. 

There is, however, a significant flaw in this interpretation. The author used the same language at other places 

in the letter in a way that suggests full, not partial, participation in what is being described. He used the 

same word for “enlightened” in Hebrews 10:32 to describe the readers of the letter. He was describing when 

the readers came to a saving knowledge of the gospel, not a partial understanding of it. He used the word 

“tasted” in Hebrews 2:9 to say that Jesus “tasted” death for everyone. “Taste” in this passage obviously means 
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“experienced fully.” If the same interpretive move was applied in this passage as in the reading of Hebrews 6:4–

6 above, it would mean that Jesus did not completely die on the cross. This would be an even worse theological 

problem than the one presented by this passage. The word “share” is used in Hebrews 3:1 and 14 in a way that 

clearly means “full participation.” Hebrews 3:14 says, “For we have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold 

our original confidence firm to the end.” It is preposterous to argue that the author meant those who “hold our 

original confidence firm to the end” only partially received Christ. The “partially-not fully” interpretation may 

resolve the difficulty with this passage but only by significantly distorting what the author was saying in order 

to do so. The author was describing Christians.

Does the author believe it is possible for believers to lose their salvation? For the perspective of someone 

who holds to the perseverance of the saints, perhaps the best that can be said is this a possible—but not a 

necessary—conclusion from this text. It is important to keep in mind what the author was doing. He was 

warning Christians in order to encourage them to remain faithful. This is a common theme in this letter. Such 

a warning would have had a profound impact upon the readers and aided their endurance in the faith. Given 

what is said elsewhere in Scripture concerning the security of believers, it is possible to conclude that these 

warnings about falling away from salvation are always effective when given to true believers. Rather than 

losing their salvation, true believers heed the warning and are inspired to persevere in faith. Therefore, those 

who have been saved never lose their salvation. 

Why would the author warn believers of the perils of falling away if it is impossible to lose one’s salvation? 

Because the warning is the means by which the audience perseveres. There are other examples in Scripture 

when a warning was used as a means of achieving an end that was already secure. A clear example occurs in 

Acts 27. Paul was being transported to Rome to be tried before Caesar. On the journey, his ship was caught in 

a storm (Acts 27:14–15), and all aboard abandoned any hope of survival. During the night, however, an angel 

visited Paul and affirmed that he would stand trial before Caesar. The angel also said no one on the voyage 

would die (Acts 27:22–24). Paul was completely confident in the angel’s prediction (Acts 27:25). Sometime 

later, however, the crew planned to abandon the ship and passengers (Acts 27:30). Paul warned the soldiers 

that if they allowed the crew to leave, they would die in the ship (Acts 27:31). There is no reason to think Paul 

disbelieved what the angel had revealed to him, but he achieved the end foretold by the angel by issuing the 

warning to the soldiers. His warning was real. If the crew abandoned ship, he and the soldiers would die. That 

would not happen because, with the warning he gave to the soldiers, Paul achieved the end he knew would 

come. 

Another example is found in Mark 13. Jesus was describing the persecution surrounding the second coming. 

He referred to the “elect,” meaning those who persevere in faith through the persecution (Mark 13:20, 22). 

False Christs and false prophets will try to lead the elect astray but God will cut short the days of persecution 

so this does not happen (Mark 13:20). Nevertheless, this passage is filled with warning to the elect to be 

constantly on guard for these false prophets (Mark 13:21, 23, 33, 35, 37). If the elect will persevere in faith and 
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THIS IS US

not be deceived by the false prophets, why did Jesus constantly warn them? Because these warnings are how 

the elect will recognize false prophets. 

Students of Scripture who, like me, believe in the perseverance of the saints should still acknowledge that 

Hebrews 6:4–6 could easily be read in a manner that suggests that believers can lose their salvation, but this 

conclusion is not necessary. This passage does not require this conclusion. When considered against evidence 

found elsewhere in Scripture, it is enough to acknowledge that the purpose of this warning is to help believers 

persevere in their faith and conclude that such warnings will always be effective for believers. Hebrews 6:4–6 

does not support the perseverance of the saints but also does not require that we abandon this doctrine that is 

evident elsewhere in Scripture.

Q: How could the doctrine of perseverance of the saints be abused? How would this 
interpretation of Hebrews 6:4–6 counteract this abuse? 

Q: The above interpretation claims that the descriptions given in Hebrews 6:4–6 are 
descriptions of real salvation. How have you seen these at work in your life?

APPLICATION POINT – One of the accusations made against the perseverance of the saints is that it negates 

any motivation for continued obedience. Why obey God’s commands if you cannot lose your salvation? This 

accusation distorts the idea of regeneration. A believer’s will is regenerated so that the believer yearns for 

godliness, not sin. The warning in Hebrews 6:4–6 should echo loudly for anyone who thinks this way. Sin and 

disbelief are not insignificant matters for believers, even those who believe in the perseverance of the saints. 

Q: What is the point of the analogy given in Hebrews 6:7–8?

Q: What do the different elements of this metaphor stand for?

The author warned that anyone who falls away from their faith will not be able to regain their salvation. Again, 

the argument of this lesson is that this warning will always be effective in the lives of true believers, so no one 

actually loses their salvation. Yet should something like this occur, the author was adamant that such a person 

could never be saved again. His reasoning becomes clear from the analogy in verses 7–8. A field can only 
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produce what it is sown in it. If the rain, in this case the grace of God in salvation, produces thorns and thistles 

(unbelief) in a field, it reveals that the field was sown with thorns and thistles. The field cannot produce a good 

crop no matter how many times it rains. Thus, if someone were to experience the grace of God in salvation 

and then produced unbelief, it would reveal that the person could never really have been saved, because he 

responds in unbelief. That person could only ridicule Christ’s sacrifice on his behalf. 

Q: How does this analogy warn Christians of the dangers of unbelief?

Q: How does this analogy encourage us to disciple new believers?

APPLICATION POINT – This analogy reveals the importance of discipleship for new believers. Again, we should 

not fear that new believers can lose their salvation, but we must remember that discipleship is the means used by 

the Holy Spirit to create the spiritual growth envisioned in this passage. Our desire should be to see growth in the 

lives of new believers. This growth will be the means God uses to sustain them in their faith. 

3. ANTICIPATION OF ENDURANCE

  HEBREWS 6:9–12

Q: How would the author’s confidence in their salvation also encourage the 
audience to endure in faith?

Q: A common expression says, “Fake it till you make it.” How would this expression 
explain what the author wrote in these verses? How would it fall short of what 
the author had in mind?

The author warned his audience of the dangers of falling away from the faith. He did not, however, take 

a wait-and-see approach on whether they would persevere. He took action to encourage them to remain 

faithful. He told them of his confidence in their salvation (Hebrews 6:9). He encouraged them to do good 

works, which God would not overlook (Hebrews 6:10). Finally, he encouraged them to earnestly seek full 

assurance of their salvation. They would seek this assurance by imitating the ones who went before them to 
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THIS IS US
inherit God’s promises. 

Q: What action are you taking to affirm your faith?

Q: What would a “wait and see” attitude concerning salvation look like? Why would 
such an outlook be detrimental for faith?

APPLICATION POINT – Although the audience was struggling in their faith and unsure if they wanted to go 

on, the author told them to dive further into grace. It is only in God’s grace that we find the clarity needed when 

we are struggling with our faith. If you are struggling with your faith, the best thing you can do is reflect on God’s 

grace in your life and seek to embody His grace in the lives of others. 

4. ASSURANCE OF GOD’S PROMISE

  HEBREW 6:13–20

Q: Why did the author talk about God’s oath to Abraham?

Q: What promise did God make that Abraham had to wait for? 

The author was encouraging the audience to earnestly seek faith even when they were unsure they wanted to. 

To convince them of the worthiness of his request, he described the certainty of God’s promises for those who 

remain faithful to Him by drawing attention to an oath God made to Abraham. In Genesis, God promised to bless 

Abraham with many descendants (Genesis 12:2; 15:4–5; 17:5–8; 22:17). The quotation in Hebrews 6:14 is from 

Genesis 22:17, but the author likely had the entire episode in mind because he referred to Abraham’s patience. 

The divine oath the author referred to (Hebrews 6:16–17) is not included with the quotation of Genesis 22:17 but 

is found in Genesis 22:16. 

The author did not explicitly state his main point in this discussion. We must infer it from what he hinted at. The 

author was pointing his readers to the similarity of their situation to Abraham’s. Abraham had to wait patiently 
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for God’s promise to come to fruition. He had confidence in the oath God swore to him. In a similar way, the 

letter’s audience had to patiently endure while they waited for God’s promises to come to fruition. The significance 

of the oath for the audience was not immediately clear. The author obviously intended for this to support the 

audience’s faith, but the nature and wording of God’s oath are not explained. What oath had God sworn to the 

audience? Perhaps the best answer is that the author was anticipating what he would say in Hebrews 9:12. Christ 

accomplished our redemption, but He did so by His own sacrifice. Like God swearing by His own name, Christ 

accomplished our redemption by offering Himself as a sacrifice. The author alluded to this ministry of Christ at 

the conclusion of this passage (Hebrews 6:19–20). 

Q: What causes us to doubt God’s plans?

Q: How can Old Testament stories like Abraham encourage us to persevere?

APPLICATION POINT – The author has consistently gone to Scripture to make his arguments concerning the 

supremacy of Christ. We should not be surprised that he went to Scripture to find a source of encouragement for 

his readers. God’s Word is filled with actors to emulate in times of need. We need to create in ourselves an instinct, 

like the author’s, to go to God’s Word in times of need. Like the author, we need a wide-ranging familiarity with 

God’s Word. We cannot be content with a few special passages. We need minds that are saturated with God’s 

Word and therefore prepared to face the struggles the letter’s audience faced and that we are sure to face. 
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The author was frustrated over the audience’s lack of spiritual growth and maturity. This lack of growth is even the 

reason for the warning he gave concerning falling away. We need consistent spiritual growth in our lives. Write 

down a three- or four-point plan for growing spiritually over the next two or three months. If you are not spending 

consistent time in Scripture reading and prayer, that is the place to start. Not every element on your list needs to be 

an action. Leave room for reactions. If you struggle responding harshly to a spouse or a child on certain occasions, 

perhaps one of your points could be to respond in a way that sheds light on the gospel for yourself and for them. 

+Use these prayer points to instill the lessons you learned from God’s Word this week. 

Father, help me to grow in my faith. Help me see the priority spiritual growth must have in my life. 

God help me to heed the warnings in Scripture concerning falling away. Thank you for keeping me secure in 
my salvation. 

Jesus, you are the anchor of my soul! Help me be firmly secured to you in every part of life. 

Father, help me see how I can work for the spiritual growth of others. Impress on my mind the need to work 
for the growth of others in discipleship relationships.
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G E T T I N G  R E A D Y
What are some differences between priests we are familiar with today and priests in the old covenant?

Read Hebrews 7:1–28.

Ask God to use this passage to give you a greater appreciation for Jesus’s priestly ministry.

 K E Y  B I B L I C A L  T R U T H 

Jesus is high priest over a greater priesthood than that of the old covenant.

 T H E O L O G Y  A P P L I E D

Find security in Christ’s priestly ministry.

 M E D I T A T E

“For the law appoints men in their weakness as high priests, but the word of the oath, which came 
later than the law, appoints a Son who has been made perfect forever” (Hebrews 7:28). 

+This section will introduce the lesson by identifying the main point of the passage and offering a 
preliminary application of it. 

April  2,  2023 | Hebrews
CHRIST AND MELCHIZEDEK
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Q: What themes in Hebrews 7 are familiar from previous chapters in Hebrews?

Q: What ideas about Melchizedek have you encountered? Why do you think he was 
a significant figure? 

The author has offered a series of arguments showing Christ to be greater than what the audience knew under the 

old covenant. He began by showing how Jesus was a greater priest than the priests in the old covenant (Hebrews 

4:14–5:10). He then paused to lament the spiritual condition of the audience and encourage them to persevere 

and grow in their faith (5:11–6:20). Now, he will expand his argument about Jesus’s priesthood by introducing the 

figure of Melchizedek. 

Melchizedek is a sparsely mentioned figure in the Bible, but his significance, especially for the author of Hebrews, far 

exceeds then attention he is allotted. Melchizedek has a significant role in helping us understand Jesus’s priesthood. 

The author followed David’s lead in arguing that the Messiah, Jesus, would receive an eternal priesthood like 

Melchizedek’s and then added several further connections between Christ and Melchizedek to show how Christ’s 

priesthood is superior to the priesthood under the old covenant.

Q: Are there ways of thinking from before you received the gospel that you relapse 
into? Why is it so hard to let go of how we thought before the gospel changed 
us?

Q: How is following Jesus better than the life you led before?

APPLICATION POINT – Priests are God’s servants and minister for Him. One of the joys of being a follower of 

Christ is that Christ ministers on our behalf. We do not have to secure our salvation before God. Christ did that 

on our behalf. God’s own Son serves as priest on our behalf. We can have the utmost confidence in what Christ 

accomplished on our behalf. 
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 U N D E R S T A N D I N G  T H E  T E X T

+Hebrews 7 links Jesus with Melchizedek, a seemingly insignificant Old Testament figure. The author followed an 

idea first suggested by King David in Psalm 110, taking and expand it to encourage the audience to persevere in the 

faith. The author drew four points to reveal Jesus’s greater priesthood. 

1. AN ETERNAL PRIESTHOOD

2. RECEIVING TITHES

3. ANOTHER PRIESTHOOD

4. GOD’S OATH

+This section will explore the four points above. 

1. AN ETERNAL PRIESTHOOD

  HEBREWS 7:1–3; 23–25; GENESIS 14:18–20

Q: Who was Melchizedek? What can we learn about him from Genesis 14?

Q: Why did the author say that Melchizedek’s priesthood is eternal?

The author argued that Jesus’s priesthood is greater than the priesthood of the old covenant because His priesthood, 

like Melchizedek’s, is eternal. For most people, Melchizedek is an obscure figure from the Old Testament. The 

author gave a few details about him, but it is helpful to look at Genesis 14:18–20 where his encounter with Abraham 

is told. Genesis 14 records Abraham’s victory over a coalition of kings who had abducted his nephew, Lot. After 

defeating them, Abraham was approached by two kings: the king of Sodom, whose connection to that city revealed 

his dubious character, and Melchizedek, the king of Salem. The remarkable thing about Melchizedek is that he is 

called priest of God Most High. Many scholars have tried to identify “god most high” with a Canaanite deity, but 

there is no evidence of a Canaanite deity by this name. Instead, Melchizedek appears to be a follower and priest of 



7 7   |    H E B R E W S

the true God. We are not told how Melchizedek came to know God or what the worship of God looked like in Salem. 

The author of Hebrews said Melchizedek’s priesthood was forever because “he is without father or mother or 

genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life” (Hebrews 7:3). How did the author arrive at this 

conclusion? Genesis says nothing about this. He appears to be exploiting the silence surrounding Melchizedek 

in the text of Genesis. Since Genesis does not explain Melchizedek’s origins, the author took this to mean that 

Melchizedek and his priesthood were eternal. We may find this to be a tenuous conclusion, but Genesis carefully 

follows the genealogies and origins of Abraham’s family line. Compared to Abraham, Melchizedek did emerge from 

nowhere. Furthermore, this reading of Melchizedek does not originate in Hebrews. The author was following the 

lead of King David, who wrote in Psalm 110:4, “You are priest forever, after the order of Melchizedek.” David also 

believed Melchizedek’s priesthood was eternal. We can only assume that David arrived at this conclusion for the 

reasons given in Hebrews 7:3. 

As far as we can tell from Genesis, Melchizedek’s priesthood did not begin or end. In this way, his priesthood is 

eternal. His priesthood created a type that Jesus’s priesthood ultimately fulfilled. Jesus’s priesthood never ends. 

The priesthood of those who descended from Aaron under the old covenant lasted only as long as they were alive. 

When a priest died, his priesthood was over (Hebrews 7:23). Jesus’s priesthood, however, will last forever. His 

priesthood is clearly greater than the priesthood in the old covenant. Finally, we should also note that Jesus’s 

priesthood is like Melchizedek’s in that He is a priest-king. The author does not dwell on this point, but it is a 

significant connection for us to consider as well.

Q: Why is it better to have an eternal priest?

Q: Why is an eternal priest needed to adequately deal with sin?

APPLICATION POINT –Humanity struggles to understand the weight of sin. Sin is an offense against a holy 

and eternal God. Sin should incur God’s eternal wrath. Therefore, an eternal priesthood is needed to remove the 

stain of sin from us. We never need to wonder whether Jesus’s priestly ministry will be adequate to secure the 

forgiveness of our sins. Although our sin rightly deserves God’s eternal wrath, we have an eternal priest who is 

able to secure our eternal forgiveness. 
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Q: How does Melchizedek’s priesthood reveal God’s concern for the nations?

Q: What is the significance of Jesus’s priesthood being patterned after a non-
Israelite priesthood?

APPLICATION POINT – In the Old Testament, Israel, Abraham’s descendants, were recognized as God’s 

covenant people. God’s concern for the nations, however, still shines brightly. Somehow God’s grace was 

known within Salem during the time of Melchizedek. In the New Testament, God’s concern for the nations 

became the mission for God’s people (Matthew 28:18–20; Acts 1:8). The strength of our faith will be matched 

by our concern for God’s glory among the nations. 

2. RECEIVING TITHES

  HEBREWS 7:4–10

 
Q: How was Abraham’s interaction with Melchizedek different than his interaction 

with the king of Sodom? Why do you think this was the case?

Q: What is a tithe? Why would Abraham pay a tithe to Melchizedek?

The tithes Melchizedek received from Abraham also reveal that Melchizedek’s priesthood was greater than 

the old covenant priesthood (Hebrews 7:4–10). As the forefather of Levi and thus all the old covenant priests, 

Abraham acted as their representative. What he did, they did. By giving Melchizedek a tithe, Abraham showed 

that Melchizedek’s priesthood was greater than the coming Levitical priesthood of the old covenant. In the 

same way, the blessing Melchizedek gave Abraham revealed his priesthood to be greater than the old covenant 

priesthood. Since Jesus’s priesthood is in Melchizedek’s line, His priesthood is greater than the old covenant 

priesthood. Since Christ has a better priesthood, the recipients of the letter to the Hebrews must hold fast to their 

faith in Him.
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Q: Do you more often think of what Christ can do for you or what Christ deserves 
from you? How can you seek Christ’s glory above all other things? 

Q: How does Christ’s greater priesthood encourage you to remain faithful to Him?

APPLICATION POINT – Abraham recognized that Melchizedek deserved his tithes and respect. The author 

used this to show how great a priest Jesus is. We often think of Jesus in terms of what He can do for us instead of 

what He deserves from us. Jesus deserves our adoration, our praise, our obedience, and our worship. We receive 

tremendous blessings by being found in Christ, but He is more than a gift giver or a fixer. He is our Lord. 

3. ANOTHER PRIESTHOOD

  HEBREWS 7:11–19

Q: Where else has the author quoted Psalm 110? Why do you think this was such a 
significant psalm for him?

Q: How was Jesus’s life “indestructible”?

The author argued that Jesus’s priesthood is superior to the old covenant priesthood for the mere fact that it was 

needed. Christ’s priesthood is distinct from the old covenant priesthood because the old covenant priesthood was 

descendant from Aaron, Moses’s brother. It is sometimes referred to as the Aaronic priesthood. Christ, however, 

was a descendant of Judah, another tribe in the nation of Israel, so there was no way for Him to be an old covenant 

priest. But Jesus was a priest. So, His priesthood must automatically be better than the old covenant priesthood 

because if the old covenant priesthood had been sufficient, Jesus’s priesthood in the line of Melchizedek would not 

have been needed. 

Jesus’s priesthood is also superior to the old covenant priesthood because of the way it was attained. In the old 

covenant, priesthood was a family matter. There was nothing intrinsic in a man that qualified him to be a priest. 

It was their right and obligation merely because of their lineage. Jesus, on the other hand, was not qualified to be 

a priest based on His genealogy. Instead, His “indestructible life” meant he belonged to a different priesthood, 

the Melchizedekian priesthood. Just as Melchizedek was priest forever, so was Jesus due to His indestructible 
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life. Since Jesus died on the cross, “indestructible life” must refer to His resurrection from death. Therefore, the 

resurrection is Jesus’s qualification for serving as a priest. This is far greater than a position based on heredity.

Q: In what ways have you seen Christianity transformed into an issue of heritage 
instead of personal faith?

Q: What is the value of being connected to a Christian family? If most of a person’s 
family members do not follow Christ, how can the church help that person feel 
the kinship within the body of Christ?

APPLICATION POINT – Jesus was not a priest because it was His family responsibility; He was a priest because 

of what He committed to being in His life, death, and resurrection. The same must be true of our decision to 

follow Christ as Savior. No one is a Christian because their family has always been a Christian family. Christianity 

is not a hereditary religion. A person is a Christian because of their personal commitment to receive Jesus’s 

forgiveness of sin and make Him Lord over their lives. Of course, families made up of Christians will want the rest 

of their family to be Christians as well. But we should never say anything resembling, “I am a Christian because 

my dad or mom or grandparent was a Christian.” Christianity is personal, not hereditary.

Q: What value do the Old Testament laws have for your life in Christ?

Q: Are there any Old Testament laws that you know you do not follow? Is this okay 
for someone who believes the Bible is God’s Word?

APPLICATION POINT – Christians often struggle to understand how the Old Testament laws relate to them. 

We obviously do not follow many of the laws found in the Pentateuch. But the Old Testament law is part of our 

Scriptures, so there is an understandable impulse on the part of those who take the Bible seriously to do what the 

law says. This passage, however, reveals why Christians do not keep the law of Moses. A new priesthood demands 

a new law (Hebrews 7:12). We will learn more about the nature of this law as the book progresses. Even with a 

new law, we still value the Old Testament laws for how they reveal God’s nature to us. Furthermore, many Old 

Testament laws, such as the Ten Commandments, are binding on Christians because they are also part of the new 

law Christ has given us. This is why it sometimes appears as though Christians are selective of what laws they 

follow from the Old Testament.
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4. GOD’S OATH

  HEBREWS 7:20–22

Q: Why would God’s oath make Jesus’s priesthood greater?

Q: Why didn’t God make an oath concerning the old covenant priesthood?

Finally, God’s oath affirming Jesus’s priesthood revealed it to be a greater priesthood than the old covenant’s. 

The old covenant priesthood was never affirmed by a divine oath in the Old Testament. In drawing attention to 

this, the author was not suggesting that the old covenant priesthood was illegitimate. It fulfilled the purposes 

God had for it under the old covenant. Rather, the author was simply saying that the old covenant priesthood 

was never affirmed by an oath. Jesus’s priesthood, however, was affirmed by a divine oath. The author pointed 

again to Psalm 110:4, which says, “The Lord has sworn and will not change his mind, ‘You are priest forever.’” 

The author previously discussed the importance of a divine oath in Hebrews 6:13–20. Hebrews 6:17 says, “When 

God desired to show more convincingly to the heirs of the promise the unchangeable character of his purpose, 

he guaranteed it with an oath.” God’s oaths are for humanity’s sake, not His own. In Psalm 110:4 and Hebrews 

7:20–22, the divine oath gives us confidence to trust in Jesus’s priesthood.

Q: How do God’s oaths point us to the gospel?

Q: Why did the author rely on the Old Testament so much in this letter? How does 
this instruct our interaction with God’s Word?

APPLICATION POINT – God did not swear oaths to hold Himself accountable to His own word. Humans may 

need that incentive, but God is always faithful to His word. His oaths are for our sake. We can be reassured of 

our confidence in God’s word. God’s oaths reveal His willingness to accommodate our needs. This is a reminder 

of the gospel. God does not require us to rise to His standards. Instead, He takes it upon Himself to account for 

our weakness. In the case of His word, God swears by Himself to reassure us of the certainty of what He says. In 

the case of our salvation, Christ bore God’s wrath on our behalf. 
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The recipients of the book of Hebrews were having a difficult time letting go of their past and fully embracing 

Christ as Savior. They were open to Christ, but they wanted the reassurance of continuing in what they had 

always done. Such an outlook on Christ will always distort the gospel. Are there any beliefs and practices you are 

struggling to let go of? How are you trying to blend those things into your beliefs about Christ? One of the most 

common pitfalls endangering Christians today is legalism. We want to make our relationship with God about 

how strictly we can adhere to certain moral standards. On the other end of the spectrum, some Christians come 

to Christ after having thoroughly accommodated worldliness. Or they try to justify or excuse their continuing sin 

based on God’s grace. It is challenging to redefine the entirety of our knowledge and experience in light of the 

gospel and God’s sovereignty. On which end of this spectrum would you place yourself? Make a list of certain 

beliefs you are trying to blend with the gospel. Ask God to help you recognize how Christ is superior to what you 

thought before knowing Him as Savior. 

+Use these prayer points to instill the lessons you learned from God’s Word this week. 

Father, make me humble enough to read Scripture well. Your words are not subject to my approval. Although 

your Word demands careful thought, it is beyond my scrutiny. 

Jesus, you are priest in a greater line than all others. Help me to cling to your priestly work on my behalf. 

God, you are worthy of my praise. You are worthy of the praise of the nations. Help me to be eager for You to 

receive the praise you are due. 

Father, you have made a way for us to be saved where we are incapable of doing so. Help me to embrace the 

gospel. Help me to let go of everything that would distract me from it. 
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