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G E T T I N G  R E A D Y
What are some differences between priests we are familiar with today and priests in the old covenant?

Read Hebrews 7:1–28.

Ask God to use this passage to give you a greater appreciation for Jesus’s priestly ministry.

 K E Y  B I B L I C A L  T R U T H 

Jesus is high priest over a greater priesthood than that of the old covenant.

 T H E O L O G Y  A P P L I E D

Find security in Christ’s priestly ministry.

 M E D I T A T E

“For the law appoints men in their weakness as high priests, but the word of the oath, which came 
later than the law, appoints a Son who has been made perfect forever” (Hebrews 7:28). 

+This section will introduce the lesson by identifying the main point of the passage and offering a 
preliminary application of it. 
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Q: What themes in Hebrews 7 are familiar from previous chapters in Hebrews?

Q: What ideas about Melchizedek have you encountered? Why do you think he was 
a significant figure? 

The author has offered a series of arguments showing Christ to be greater than what the audience knew under the 

old covenant. He began by showing how Jesus was a greater priest than the priests in the old covenant (Hebrews 

4:14–5:10). He then paused to lament the spiritual condition of the audience and encourage them to persevere 

and grow in their faith (5:11–6:20). Now, he will expand his argument about Jesus’s priesthood by introducing the 

figure of Melchizedek. 

Melchizedek is a sparsely mentioned figure in the Bible, but his significance, especially for the author of Hebrews, far 

exceeds then attention he is allotted. Melchizedek has a significant role in helping us understand Jesus’s priesthood. 

The author followed David’s lead in arguing that the Messiah, Jesus, would receive an eternal priesthood like 

Melchizedek’s and then added several further connections between Christ and Melchizedek to show how Christ’s 

priesthood is superior to the priesthood under the old covenant.

Q: Are there ways of thinking from before you received the gospel that you relapse 
into? Why is it so hard to let go of how we thought before the gospel changed 
us?

Q: How is following Jesus better than the life you led before?

APPLICATION POINT – Priests are God’s servants and minister for Him. One of the joys of being a follower of 

Christ is that Christ ministers on our behalf. We do not have to secure our salvation before God. Christ did that 

on our behalf. God’s own Son serves as priest on our behalf. We can have the utmost confidence in what Christ 

accomplished on our behalf. 
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 U N D E R S T A N D I N G  T H E  T E X T

+Hebrews 7 links Jesus with Melchizedek, a seemingly insignificant Old Testament figure. The author followed an 

idea first suggested by King David in Psalm 110, taking and expand it to encourage the audience to persevere in the 

faith. The author drew four points to reveal Jesus’s greater priesthood. 

1. AN ETERNAL PRIESTHOOD

2. RECEIVING TITHES

3. ANOTHER PRIESTHOOD

4. GOD’S OATH

+This section will explore the four points above. 

1. AN ETERNAL PRIESTHOOD

  HEBREWS 7:1–3; 23–25; GENESIS 14:18–20

Q: Who was Melchizedek? What can we learn about him from Genesis 14?

Q: Why did the author say that Melchizedek’s priesthood is eternal?

The author argued that Jesus’s priesthood is greater than the priesthood of the old covenant because His priesthood, 

like Melchizedek’s, is eternal. For most people, Melchizedek is an obscure figure from the Old Testament. The 

author gave a few details about him, but it is helpful to look at Genesis 14:18–20 where his encounter with Abraham 

is told. Genesis 14 records Abraham’s victory over a coalition of kings who had abducted his nephew, Lot. After 

defeating them, Abraham was approached by two kings: the king of Sodom, whose connection to that city revealed 

his dubious character, and Melchizedek, the king of Salem. The remarkable thing about Melchizedek is that he is 

called priest of God Most High. Many scholars have tried to identify “god most high” with a Canaanite deity, but 

there is no evidence of a Canaanite deity by this name. Instead, Melchizedek appears to be a follower and priest of 
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the true God. We are not told how Melchizedek came to know God or what the worship of God looked like in Salem. 

The author of Hebrews said Melchizedek’s priesthood was forever because “he is without father or mother or 

genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life” (Hebrews 7:3). How did the author arrive at this 

conclusion? Genesis says nothing about this. He appears to be exploiting the silence surrounding Melchizedek 

in the text of Genesis. Since Genesis does not explain Melchizedek’s origins, the author took this to mean that 

Melchizedek and his priesthood were eternal. We may find this to be a tenuous conclusion, but Genesis carefully 

follows the genealogies and origins of Abraham’s family line. Compared to Abraham, Melchizedek did emerge from 

nowhere. Furthermore, this reading of Melchizedek does not originate in Hebrews. The author was following the 

lead of King David, who wrote in Psalm 110:4, “You are priest forever, after the order of Melchizedek.” David also 

believed Melchizedek’s priesthood was eternal. We can only assume that David arrived at this conclusion for the 

reasons given in Hebrews 7:3. 

As far as we can tell from Genesis, Melchizedek’s priesthood did not begin or end. In this way, his priesthood is 

eternal. His priesthood created a type that Jesus’s priesthood ultimately fulfilled. Jesus’s priesthood never ends. 

The priesthood of those who descended from Aaron under the old covenant lasted only as long as they were alive. 

When a priest died, his priesthood was over (Hebrews 7:23). Jesus’s priesthood, however, will last forever. His 

priesthood is clearly greater than the priesthood in the old covenant. Finally, we should also note that Jesus’s 

priesthood is like Melchizedek’s in that He is a priest-king. The author does not dwell on this point, but it is a 

significant connection for us to consider as well.

Q: Why is it better to have an eternal priest?

Q: Why is an eternal priest needed to adequately deal with sin?

APPLICATION POINT –Humanity struggles to understand the weight of sin. Sin is an offense against a holy 

and eternal God. Sin should incur God’s eternal wrath. Therefore, an eternal priesthood is needed to remove the 

stain of sin from us. We never need to wonder whether Jesus’s priestly ministry will be adequate to secure the 

forgiveness of our sins. Although our sin rightly deserves God’s eternal wrath, we have an eternal priest who is 

able to secure our eternal forgiveness. 
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Q: How does Melchizedek’s priesthood reveal God’s concern for the nations?

Q: What is the significance of Jesus’s priesthood being patterned after a non-
Israelite priesthood?

APPLICATION POINT – In the Old Testament, Israel, Abraham’s descendants, were recognized as God’s 

covenant people. God’s concern for the nations, however, still shines brightly. Somehow God’s grace was 

known within Salem during the time of Melchizedek. In the New Testament, God’s concern for the nations 

became the mission for God’s people (Matthew 28:18–20; Acts 1:8). The strength of our faith will be matched 

by our concern for God’s glory among the nations. 

2. RECEIVING TITHES

  HEBREWS 7:4–10

 
Q: How was Abraham’s interaction with Melchizedek different than his interaction 

with the king of Sodom? Why do you think this was the case?

Q: What is a tithe? Why would Abraham pay a tithe to Melchizedek?

The tithes Melchizedek received from Abraham also reveal that Melchizedek’s priesthood was greater than 

the old covenant priesthood (Hebrews 7:4–10). As the forefather of Levi and thus all the old covenant priests, 

Abraham acted as their representative. What he did, they did. By giving Melchizedek a tithe, Abraham showed 

that Melchizedek’s priesthood was greater than the coming Levitical priesthood of the old covenant. In the 

same way, the blessing Melchizedek gave Abraham revealed his priesthood to be greater than the old covenant 

priesthood. Since Jesus’s priesthood is in Melchizedek’s line, His priesthood is greater than the old covenant 

priesthood. Since Christ has a better priesthood, the recipients of the letter to the Hebrews must hold fast to their 

faith in Him.
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Q: Do you more often think of what Christ can do for you or what Christ deserves 
from you? How can you seek Christ’s glory above all other things? 

Q: How does Christ’s greater priesthood encourage you to remain faithful to Him?

APPLICATION POINT – Abraham recognized that Melchizedek deserved his tithes and respect. The author 

used this to show how great a priest Jesus is. We often think of Jesus in terms of what He can do for us instead of 

what He deserves from us. Jesus deserves our adoration, our praise, our obedience, and our worship. We receive 

tremendous blessings by being found in Christ, but He is more than a gift giver or a fixer. He is our Lord. 

3. ANOTHER PRIESTHOOD

  HEBREWS 7:11–19

Q: Where else has the author quoted Psalm 110? Why do you think this was such a 
significant psalm for him?

Q: How was Jesus’s life “indestructible”?

The author argued that Jesus’s priesthood is superior to the old covenant priesthood for the mere fact that it was 

needed. Christ’s priesthood is distinct from the old covenant priesthood because the old covenant priesthood was 

descendant from Aaron, Moses’s brother. It is sometimes referred to as the Aaronic priesthood. Christ, however, 

was a descendant of Judah, another tribe in the nation of Israel, so there was no way for Him to be an old covenant 

priest. But Jesus was a priest. So, His priesthood must automatically be better than the old covenant priesthood 

because if the old covenant priesthood had been sufficient, Jesus’s priesthood in the line of Melchizedek would not 

have been needed. 

Jesus’s priesthood is also superior to the old covenant priesthood because of the way it was attained. In the old 

covenant, priesthood was a family matter. There was nothing intrinsic in a man that qualified him to be a priest. 

It was their right and obligation merely because of their lineage. Jesus, on the other hand, was not qualified to be 

a priest based on His genealogy. Instead, His “indestructible life” meant he belonged to a different priesthood, 

the Melchizedekian priesthood. Just as Melchizedek was priest forever, so was Jesus due to His indestructible 
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life. Since Jesus died on the cross, “indestructible life” must refer to His resurrection from death. Therefore, the 

resurrection is Jesus’s qualification for serving as a priest. This is far greater than a position based on heredity.

Q: In what ways have you seen Christianity transformed into an issue of heritage 
instead of personal faith?

Q: What is the value of being connected to a Christian family? If most of a person’s 
family members do not follow Christ, how can the church help that person feel 
the kinship within the body of Christ?

APPLICATION POINT – Jesus was not a priest because it was His family responsibility; He was a priest because 

of what He committed to being in His life, death, and resurrection. The same must be true of our decision to 

follow Christ as Savior. No one is a Christian because their family has always been a Christian family. Christianity 

is not a hereditary religion. A person is a Christian because of their personal commitment to receive Jesus’s 

forgiveness of sin and make Him Lord over their lives. Of course, families made up of Christians will want the rest 

of their family to be Christians as well. But we should never say anything resembling, “I am a Christian because 

my dad or mom or grandparent was a Christian.” Christianity is personal, not hereditary.

Q: What value do the Old Testament laws have for your life in Christ?

Q: Are there any Old Testament laws that you know you do not follow? Is this okay 
for someone who believes the Bible is God’s Word?

APPLICATION POINT – Christians often struggle to understand how the Old Testament laws relate to them. 

We obviously do not follow many of the laws found in the Pentateuch. But the Old Testament law is part of our 

Scriptures, so there is an understandable impulse on the part of those who take the Bible seriously to do what the 

law says. This passage, however, reveals why Christians do not keep the law of Moses. A new priesthood demands 

a new law (Hebrews 7:12). We will learn more about the nature of this law as the book progresses. Even with a 

new law, we still value the Old Testament laws for how they reveal God’s nature to us. Furthermore, many Old 

Testament laws, such as the Ten Commandments, are binding on Christians because they are also part of the new 

law Christ has given us. This is why it sometimes appears as though Christians are selective of what laws they 

follow from the Old Testament.
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4. GOD’S OATH

  HEBREWS 7:20–22

Q: Why would God’s oath make Jesus’s priesthood greater?

Q: Why didn’t God make an oath concerning the old covenant priesthood?

Finally, God’s oath affirming Jesus’s priesthood revealed it to be a greater priesthood than the old covenant’s. 

The old covenant priesthood was never affirmed by a divine oath in the Old Testament. In drawing attention to 

this, the author was not suggesting that the old covenant priesthood was illegitimate. It fulfilled the purposes 

God had for it under the old covenant. Rather, the author was simply saying that the old covenant priesthood 

was never affirmed by an oath. Jesus’s priesthood, however, was affirmed by a divine oath. The author pointed 

again to Psalm 110:4, which says, “The Lord has sworn and will not change his mind, ‘You are priest forever.’” 

The author previously discussed the importance of a divine oath in Hebrews 6:13–20. Hebrews 6:17 says, “When 

God desired to show more convincingly to the heirs of the promise the unchangeable character of his purpose, 

he guaranteed it with an oath.” God’s oaths are for humanity’s sake, not His own. In Psalm 110:4 and Hebrews 

7:20–22, the divine oath gives us confidence to trust in Jesus’s priesthood.

Q: How do God’s oaths point us to the gospel?

Q: Why did the author rely on the Old Testament so much in this letter? How does 
this instruct our interaction with God’s Word?

APPLICATION POINT – God did not swear oaths to hold Himself accountable to His own word. Humans may 

need that incentive, but God is always faithful to His word. His oaths are for our sake. We can be reassured of 

our confidence in God’s word. God’s oaths reveal His willingness to accommodate our needs. This is a reminder 

of the gospel. God does not require us to rise to His standards. Instead, He takes it upon Himself to account for 

our weakness. In the case of His word, God swears by Himself to reassure us of the certainty of what He says. In 

the case of our salvation, Christ bore God’s wrath on our behalf. 
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The recipients of the book of Hebrews were having a difficult time letting go of their past and fully embracing 

Christ as Savior. They were open to Christ, but they wanted the reassurance of continuing in what they had 

always done. Such an outlook on Christ will always distort the gospel. Are there any beliefs and practices you are 

struggling to let go of? How are you trying to blend those things into your beliefs about Christ? One of the most 

common pitfalls endangering Christians today is legalism. We want to make our relationship with God about 

how strictly we can adhere to certain moral standards. On the other end of the spectrum, some Christians come 

to Christ after having thoroughly accommodated worldliness. Or they try to justify or excuse their continuing sin 

based on God’s grace. It is challenging to redefine the entirety of our knowledge and experience in light of the 

gospel and God’s sovereignty. On which end of this spectrum would you place yourself? Make a list of certain 

beliefs you are trying to blend with the gospel. Ask God to help you recognize how Christ is superior to what you 

thought before knowing Him as Savior. 

+Use these prayer points to instill the lessons you learned from God’s Word this week. 

Father, make me humble enough to read Scripture well. Your words are not subject to my approval. Although 

your Word demands careful thought, it is beyond my scrutiny. 

Jesus, you are priest in a greater line than all others. Help me to cling to your priestly work on my behalf. 

God, you are worthy of my praise. You are worthy of the praise of the nations. Help me to be eager for You to 

receive the praise you are due. 

Father, you have made a way for us to be saved where we are incapable of doing so. Help me to embrace the 

gospel. Help me to let go of everything that would distract me from it. 
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