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G E T T I N G  R E A D Y

Do you find it easy or hard to adopt new traditions, habits, and practices? Why?

Read Hebrews 3:1–6.

Ask God to help you recognize the benefits of being heirs with Christ, the greater Moses.

 K E Y  B I B L I C A L  T R U T H 

Christ is greater than Moses.

 T H E O L O G Y  A P P L I E D

We are heirs with the one who offers a greater revelation.

 M E D I T A T E

“Therefore, holy brothers, you who share in a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the apostle and high 
priest of our confession, who was faithful to him who appointed him, just as Moses also was faithful 
in all God’s house” (Hebrews 3:1–2). 

+This section introduces the lesson by identifying the context and main point of the passage and offering a 
preliminary application of it. 
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Q: What is the link between angels and Moses?

Q: Why was the author concerned with Jesus being greater than the angels and 
Moses?

In Hebrews 1–2 the author argued that Jesus is superior to angels. He mainly had in mind the revelation God 

brought by the angels, which we should associate with the Old Testament, and the gospel of Jesus Christ, in which 

Christ revealed God and His will for His creation. Although the author believed Jesus to be superior, he refrained 

from denigrating the Old Testament to any degree. The Old Testament testifies to the superiority of Christ. It is a 

vital part of the faith of believers, but it cannot be fully appreciated until it is seen against the reality of Christ. 

In Hebrews 3 the author carried on the same theme but shifted to speak of Christ’s superiority to Moses. Moses 

was a key figure in ancient Israel. He was the one who confronted Pharoah and led the people out of Egypt to the 

promised land. He also delivered the Law to ancient Israel, so it is likely the audience is meant to consider again how 

Jesus offers a more definitive revelation of God and His will. 

The author of Hebrews pointed to the different roles of Jesus and Moses as the key difference between them. 

Moses’s role in the old covenant was as God’s servant (Hebrews 3:5). Christ’s role in the new covenant is as God’s 

Son (Hebrews 3:6). Both were faithful to fulfill the roles God gave them. The author of Hebrews paralleled Jesus’s 

faithfulness with that of Moses (Hebrews 3:2), so Jesus’s superiority over Moses cannot be supported by a difference 

in their faithfulness. Jesus is greater simply because He had a greater role in God’s covenant. 

Q: Why would the author want to draw attention to the superiority of Christ over 
Moses?

Q: Why is it better for us to follow the Son instead of the servant of God’s covenant?

APPLICATION POINT – Hebrews was written to Jewish believers who were confused about the relationship 

between the old covenant given by Moses and the new covenant given by Christ. They were wondering whether 

they could completely trust Christ and His new covenant for their salvation or continue following the old covenant 

delivered by Moses. The author wanted to assure them that what they had in Christ was far better. The new 

covenant in Christ surpasses the old covenant in Moses. In pointing to Jesus’s role as the Son of the one with 
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whom the new covenant is made, the author of Hebrews implied that Jesus does not receive servants into the 

covenant but fellow heirs. When we are part of Christ’s house, we are not on the outside looking in, wishing for 

more. There is nothing better awaiting those who find salvation in Christ. 

 U N D E R S T A N D I N G  T H E  T E X T

+Most of Hebrews 3:1–6 focuses on the relationship between Jesus and Moses. Several of the statements leading up 

to this focus deserve special attention since they inform us about the author’s understanding of his audience and of 

Christ. The author concluded by affirming that the audience’s faithfulness to their confession in Christ is evidence 

of taking part in Christ’s house. 

1. THREE PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS

2. CHRIST IS GREATER THAN MOSES

3. FAITHFULNESS AS EVIDENCE

+This section goes through Hebrews 3:1–6 using the three points noted above, relating them to the main 
theme of the passage. 

1. THREE PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS
  HEBREWS 3:1

Q: How did the author refer to the audience? What is the significance of these 
words? 

Q: Who are the apostles? Why is Jesus called an apostle? 

Hebrews 3:1 contains the main command of this passage—consider Jesus—from which the main point of this 

passage digresses. The remainder of the passage describes why the readers should consider Jesus over Moses, but 
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before getting into this main point, we should take notice of a few matters within verse 1. The author called the 

audience “holy brothers.” Describing his audience as “holy” is significant. Those who follow Christ have been made 

holy before God. This statement points to the gospel and demonstrates a consistent line of thought developing in 

the background of the author’s main arguments. In Hebrews 2:11 the author included his readers among those who 

had been sanctified. Furthermore, he described them as Christ’s brothers. The author was building an identity for 

his audience to latch on to as they struggled to understand themselves at the transition between the old and new 

covenants. 

The author also referred to their “heavenly calling.” This is another way of referring to God’s purposes for our 

salvation. This is what Christ revealed more definitively than the angels or Moses. God has acted in such a way as to 

provide salvation for those who seek Him through faith based in Christ. Christ revealed God’s past actions and their 

future implications for us. We have received a “heavenly calling” because of what Christ did for us.

The author referred to Christ as “apostle” and “high priest.” Christ as high priest will gain further significance as we 

move through the book of Hebrews, but referring to Christ as “apostle” is unexpected. We typically think of Jesus’s 

immediate followers when we think of the word “apostle.” In what sense was Jesus an apostle? The word “apostle” 

simply means “sent one.” This is why it is frequently used of those Jesus sent into the world to proclaim the good 

news about Him. But Jesus was also sent by the Father into the world, so it is appropriate for the author of Hebrews 

to refer to Him as an apostle. Jesus as sent by the Father is a common theme in the Gospel of John (John 3:34; 4:34; 

5:23–24, 30, 36–38; 6:29, 38–39, 44; 7:18, 28–29, 33; 8:16, 18, 26, 29, 42) and in the rest of the New Testament 

(Matthew 10:40; 15:24; Mark 9:37; Luke 4:18, 43; 9:48; 10:16; Acts 3:26; Galatians 4:4). 

Q: What implications does the holiness described by the author have for the 
followers of Jesus?

Q: How does knowing we share in a “heavenly calling” help when we face the 
monotony of life? What about a high stress situation?

APPLICATION POINT – When we confess Christ as Lord and Savior, God declares that we are made holy because 

of the work of Christ on our behalf. He took our sins upon Himself and gave us credit for His righteousness. 

Although this declaration does not depend on our own holiness or works of righteousness, it implies a yearning 

for what is declared about us to be realized in our character and conduct. The author referred to the audience, 

and by extension to us, as “holy brothers” because he expected Christ’s followers would take holiness seriously. 
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2. CHRIST IS GREATER THAN MOSES

  HEBREWS 3:2–6A

Q: According to these verses, how are Jesus and Moses similar?

Q: How has Jesus’s faithfulness been evident so far in Hebrews? 

Although the author intended to show Christ as superior to Moses, in no way did he denigrate Moses. Moses was 

faithful as a servant just as Christ was faithful as the Son. The author’s words are likely intended to direct us to 

Numbers 12:7. In this passage, Miriam and Aaron, Moses’s older brother and sister, challenged the uniqueness 

of Moses’s role as God’s mediator. In response to their accusations against Moses, God summoned the three 

of them to the tent of meeting (Numbers 12:4) and defended Moses (Numbers 12:5–8). In Moses’s defense, 

God stated, “He is faithful in all my house” (Numbers 12:7). As with Hebrews 3:3, these words affirm Moses’s 

faithfulness. Furthermore, Moses being faithful “in all my house” creates an additional connection when the 

author of Hebrews used the building of a house as an analogy between Jesus and Moses (Hebrews 3:3–4). Christ’s 

faithfulness had already been addressed in the description of His ministry in Hebrews 2. His faithfulness will 

become more evident as the letter progresses. 

Q: Moses was a faithful servant. Christ was the faithful Son. In what role or roles is 
God calling you to remain faithful?  

Q: What can you learn from Jesus and Moses’s faithfulness?

APPLICATION POINT – God’s defense of Moses in Numbers 12 reveals the remarkable concern God has for 

those who are faithful to Him. Although Moses was God’s servant, God did not behave as a dispassionate deity 

who could not condescend to address the concerns of His servants. God is concerned about justice among His 

people and desires for those who are faithful to Him to be exonerated. 

God’s defense of Moses and the author’s use of it in Hebrews shows that Moses is a model of faithfulness for us. 

There were certainly times when Moses failed to be faithful. And we should be careful not to limit the meaning 
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of Old Testament texts to finding models for us to emulate. The Old Testament is more than a cast of characters 

for us to admire or critique. But when we see faithfulness or other virtues modeled in the Old Testament, we are 

right to notice them as the author of Hebrews did and pattern our lives from their positive examples. 

Q: What analogy did the author create to show Jesus to be superior to Moses?

Q: How does the parenthetical statement in verse 4 support his argument?

To illustrate Christ’s superiority, the author created a metaphor about a house and its builder. But the meaning of 

this metaphor is difficult to ascertain. It could simply point to the difference in the degree of glory between Jesus 

and Moses. An architecturally pleasing house attracts the attention of those who see it, but the attention paid to 

that house and its glory point to skill of the one who built it. Jesus, as the builder, therefore, receives greater glory 

than Moses, the house. The difficulty with this interpretation is understanding how Moses is like a house and how 

the relationship between the builder and house is analogous to Christ and Moses. If the author is simply pointing 

to differences in degree of glory, then perhaps there is no relationship to discover here, and the author’s metaphor 

breaks down quickly. That is okay if the author has achieved his purpose for the metaphor before it breaks down. 

Another possible interpretation is that the metaphor is intended to point to the differences in the roles of Jesus and 

Moses. This interpretation requires us to supply some details the author omitted from the metaphor but included 

in his explanation. As in the text, Jesus, who is God’s Son (Hebrews 3:6), is like a builder who receives more glory 

than the house he builds. To understand Moses’s role in this metaphor, we have to supply the idea of servanthood, 

which the author included in Hebrews 3:5. Where the builder of an architecturally pleasing house receives more 

glory than the house itself, the same cannot be said for a servant within that house. The servant does not receive any 

glory from the beauty of the house. In the same way, Moses, who is a servant in God’s house, receives no glory from 

the architectural beauty of the house. Perhaps since the information needed to be supplied can be found relatively 

close by in the passage, this second understanding of the metaphor should be preferred. The metaphor points to the 

difference in role between Christ and Moses, not merely a difference in degree of glory. 

Regardless of which interpretation is taken, the purpose of the parenthetical statement making up verse 4 remains 

the same. It illustrates the point the author was making concerning the builder of the house receiving more glory 

than the house itself. Likewise, God receives more glory than either the builder or the house because He “built” the 

materials used for the construction of the house and “built” the builder who wielded his skills to build the house. 

When we see a beautiful house, we should praise the builder, but we should praise God more because both the 

builder and his materials find their source in Him.
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Q: Why is it sometimes challenging to believe that God is the builder of all things? 

Q: How can knowing that God is the builder of all things give you confidence for the 
future?

APPLICATION POINT – To affirm the truth of his analogy, the author drew attention to God as the builder 

of all things. He meant that nothing happens in the world that cannot be ultimately traced back to God. This 

doctrine can provide both tremendous encouragement and confusion for believers. Knowing that nothing 

is beyond God’s control can give us confidence as we consider a future that appears uncertain from our 

perspective. Knowing that nothing is beyond God’s control can be confusing for believers who are struggling 

through suffering. The author of Hebrews would point people in either situation to the glory of God. Although 

we cannot always see how, God is working in creation in such a way as to reveal His glory to all who are willing 

to see. Just as the builder is worthy of more glory than the house, when we see history fully unfolded at the end 

of the ages, it will point us to God’s glory. 

Q: What was Moses’s main role among the people of Israel?

Q: What did Moses testify to that would be spoken of later? 

In describing Moses’s faithfulness, the author said he testified of things that would be spoken later. Moses’s 

role as Israel’s law giver is widely recognized, but how did he testify concerning the future? And why would 

the author of Hebrews focus upon this aspect of Moses’s ministry as the best illustration of his faithfulness 

as God’s servant? Moses’s testimony concerning the future centered on the coming of Israel’s Messiah. For 

example, in Deuteronomy 18:15–22 Moses anticipated the coming of a prophet like himself. In other instances, 

Moses faithfully preserved words testifying about the coming of the Messiah, even though he did not speak 

them directly (Genesis 49:10–12; Numbers 24:17). Paul affirmed the point of the author of Hebrews when he 

stated, “The righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets 

bear witness to it” (Romans 3:21). Jesus Himself said, “For if you believed Moses, you would believe me; for 

he wrote of me” (John 5:46). The Law of Moses contains a witness of Christ, and Moses was faithful to record 

this testimony. Like what was seen in chapter one, the author of Hebrews used the entity over which Christ is 

superior to reveal His superiority. Moses’s own life and ministry pointed to the superiority of Christ.
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THIS IS US

Q: Why is it significant that testimony about Christ existed during the time of 
Moses?

Q: How can you follow Moses’s example in using your own life to demonstrate 
Christ’s superiority?

APPLICATION POINT – The Christian faith is about recognizing the glory of God as it is revealed in Christ. 

Our salvation demonstrates God’s glory over sin. Christianity is not about self-promotion or self-discovery. Our 

outlook should reflect the outlook of Moses. We should seek to testify to the work of Christ and point to His 

glory and superiority over all things. 

3. FAITHFULNESS IS EVIDENCE

  HEBREWS 3:6B

Q: How was the author using the word “house” in Hebrews 3:6b? How is this similar 
to and different from the earlier uses in this passage?

Q: What does “hold fast” mean?

The author concluded this passage by saying that we are the house of God over which Christ is faithful. As in 

English, the word “house” has two meanings in the biblical languages. It can refer to a family dwelling, as we 

commonly use the word, or to a family or dynasty, like we sometimes use “household.” The biblical authors 

sometimes created a wordplay using these two meanings, such as when God promised to build David a “house” 

in 2 Samuel 7:11. A similar wordplay appears to be at work in Hebrews 3:3–6. The author was saying that he and 

his audience had become part of God’s family. 

The author could easily be misunderstood when he wrote, “We are his house, if indeed we hold fast our confidence 

…” This could be taken to mean that our place in God’s house is contingent on our future actions, but this 

interpretation does not strictly follow the grammar of the passage. The author was speaking in the present tense, 

not the future. He was not saying, “If we hold fast, we will be God’s house.” Instead, our future actions will 

confirm our standing in God’s house.
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Q: What challenges do you face in holding fast in your faith?

Q: Why is it good that our place in God’s household does not depend upon our 
future actions?

APPLICATION POINT – The author pointed his readers to their place in God’s house to encourage them to 

hold fast in their faith. That is exactly where we must look when we struggle with our faith and wonder how we 

will persevere. Christ, who is greater than angels and Moses, has made us part of God’s family. In God’s family, 

we can receive the encouragement and discipline we need to maintain our faith. 

Christ and Moses are linked by their faithfulness to God, Moses as a servant and Christ as Son. Both are models of 

faithfulness for us. Take some time this week to reflect on opportunities for faithfulness that you have missed or 

neglected over the past three months. Focus on acts of service in your church context or opportunities to share the 

gospel. Write down what led to unfaithfulness on your part and how you could still be faithful in these situations if 

opportunity allows. Finally, write down a date before which you will seek to act in faithfulness in these situations. 

+Use these prayer points to instill the lessons you learned from God’s Word this week. 

God, you are the builder of all things. Help me rest in your sovereignty and control over all of my life. 

Jesus, you are worthy of greater glory than Moses. You are God’s faithful Son, and in you I have all I need to 

live in faithfulness. 
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THIS IS US

Jesus, you were testified to long before you were born. You are the center to which all of world history points. 

May you be the center of my life. 

Father, help me to hold fast to the confidence and hope you have provided in the one who is greater than Moses. 


