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G E T T I N G  R E A D Y

What authorities are you subject to? In what ways is your subjection apparent?

Read Hebrews 2:1–18.

Ask God to help you discern anything that challenges Christ’s rule in your life.

 K E Y  B I B L I C A L  T R U T H 

All things are subject to Christ’s rule.

 T H E O L O G Y  A P P L I E D

Keep yourself from any rival authority.

 M E D I T A T E

“For it was not to angels that God subjected the world to come, of which we are speaking” (Hebrews 
2:5).

+This section introduces the lesson by identifying the main point of the passage and applying it to our lives.  
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Q: What does it mean to be subject to something?

Q: How does all things being subject to Christ demonstrate His superiority?

Hebrews begins by identifying Christ as God’s definitive revelation and establishing His superiority over the angels 

using a series of passages from the Old Testament. Angels are occasionally identified as the mediators of God’s law 

to the nation of Israel. They were a means by which God revealed Himself and His will to His people in the Old 

Testament. In Hebrews 2 the author continues the topic of Christ’s superiority over the angels. Where Hebrews 1 

points us to the Old Testament to discover Christ’s superiority, Hebrews 2 points to Christ’s authority as evidence 

of His superiority. The author states that all things are subject to Christ (Hebrews 2:8). Therefore, Christ is superior 

to all things, including angels, and what God said through Christ is greater than what He spoke through the angels. 

Q: Why is important for us to recognize that God is definitively revealed in Christ? 
Why did the author spend two chapters arguing for Christ’s superiority over the 
revelation angels delivered?

Q: Moving beyond angels, who or what competes with Christ’s superiority in 
revealing God today?

APPLICATION POINT – Hebrews argues that Christ’s rule over all things extends to how God is revealed through 

Him. This is a pivotal point concerning how we think about God, the world He created, and even ourselves. If we 

deny that God is most definitively revealed in Christ, we will look for knowledge about God from other sources 

such as traditions, other religions, reason, or our senses. Or we may deny that God can be revealed or even deny 

the need know Him altogether. All these pursuits distort our understanding of God and His purpose for His 

creation. If we replace Christ as the definitive revelation of God, we depart from the only certain revelation we 

have. 
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 U N D E R S T A N D I N G  T H E  T E X T

+In Hebrews 2 the author continued his discussion from the previous chapter, arguing that God is definitively 

revealed in Christ. Therefore, Christ is superior even over the angels, who are credited with mediating the revelation 

of God contained in the Old Testament. The author pointed to the subjection of all things to Christ as evidence for 

Him being the superior revelation of God (Hebrews 2:5–8a). He moved from the Old Testament’s testimony about 

Christ to Christ Himself. Since Christ’s revelation of God is superior to the system revealed in the Old Testament, we 

must pay close attention to the great salvation revealed in Him and confirmed by God and the Holy Spirit (Hebrews 

2:1–4). In pointing to the subjection of all things to Christ as evidence for Him being the definitive revelation of 

God, the author recognized a problem. Even though all things are in fact subjected to Christ, we do not yet see all 

things subjected to Him. The failure on our part to see all things as subjected to Christ would nullify the author’s 

argument, so we are shown why it was necessary for Christ to appear for a little while to be lower, or not superior, 

to the angels (Hebrews 2:5b–18). It was for the sake of our salvation, which is ultimately a demonstration of His 

superiority. Even though the incarnation may obscure Christ’s superiority at first, it is ultimately the path by which 

His authority over all things is revealed. 

1.  DO NOT NEGLECT THE SALVATION JESUS ACHIEVED.

2. ALL THINGS HAVE BEEN SUBJECTED TO CHRIST.

3. TO ACHIEVE OUR SALVATION, CHRIST TOOK A LOWER 
APPEARANCE.

+This section follows the order of the author’s main points in the text. The third section, in which the author 
anticipates an objection to his main point, receives the most attention. 

1. DO NOT NEGLECT THE SALVATION JESUS ACHIEVED.
  HEBREWS 2:1–4

Q: Why did the author point us to the message of by angels when warning us not to 
neglect the gospel of Jesus?
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Q: How is the message of Jesus authenticated according to this passage?

Hebrews 2 begins with an exhortation to pay careful attention to the gospel revealed in Christ to avoid drifting 

away from it. This is the first of several warnings the author gave his audience. Where most of his warnings concern 

intentionally abandoning the faith, this first warning is to avoid abandoning it through neglect. Ambivalence toward 

the gospel leads to the same place as denying the gospel. 

The author’s main point in this section is to argue that Christ delivered the definitive revelation of God. Why then 

did the author point us to the message declared by angels when warning us not to neglect the gospel of Jesus? He 

was arguing from lesser to greater. If the people of the old covenant, delivered by angels, were justly condemned 

when they were unfaithful to that covenant, how much more will the people of the new covenant, revealed in Christ, 

be condemned since the new covenant is greater than the old? Even when warning the audience not to neglect the 

gospel, the author reinforced his main point. The message of salvation revealed in Christ is greater than the message 

of the old covenant delivered by angels. Since the revelation of Christ is greater, the cost of neglecting it will be 

greater as well. 

To underline the confidence the audience should have in the gospel, the author described how it had been affirmed. 

The gospel of salvation was first declared by Christ during His earthly ministry. His immediate followers also 

declared the gospel they received from Him and passed it along to others. The plurality of “those who heard” and 

passed on the gospel adds another level of veracity. We do not have to wonder whether the message they passed 

down accurately reflects the message of Christ because even if one person went astray, he could be corrected by 

others who accurately received the gospel. In addition to the followers of Christ, God also testified concerning the 

truthfulness of the gospel by signs, wonders, and miracles. During the Old Testament, God verified His message with 

signs and wonders. For example, during Israel’s exodus from Egypt, God delivered signs to authenticate Himself to 

the people and to Pharoah (Exodus 7:3; Deuteronomy 6:22; 26:8; 29:3; 34:11; Psalm 135:9; Jeremiah 32:20, 21). 

Paul also verified the importance of signs and wonders to verify the gospel (Romans 15:19; 2 Corinthians 12:12). The 

specific signs, wonders, and miracles referred to by the author of Hebrews are all of those appearing around the life 

of Christ and His immediate followers. Finally, the message of the gospel is authenticated by the Holy Spirit. Gifts 

of the Holy Spirit often appear for the edification of believers in the New Testament (Romans 12:3–8; 1 Corinthians 

12:1–31; 14:1–40; Ephesians 4:11–16; 1 Peter 4:10–11), but occasionally they appear to verify the gospel (Acts 15:7–

12; Galatians 3:1–5).

Q: What would drifting from the gospel look like in your life? Have you ever drifted 
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from the gospel? If so, what caused it? If not, how would you recognize if you 
were drifting from the gospel?

Q: The author was careful to describe how the gospel of Christ was verified. Why is 
this important?

APPLICATION POINT – The author of Hebrews warned us against drifting away from the gospel. The language 

used, “drift away,” suggests a gradual, almost imperceptible movement. The author was not talking about an 

outright denial of the gospel but a sliding away from it until it becomes part of an obscure past. We must be 

diligent to keep this from occurring in our lives. It is important to ask ourselves how such a drift could occur. 

We often think of commitment one-dimensionally, but commitment occurs on at least three levels—intellectual, 

emotional, and volitional (meaning having the will to act). We often commit only on one or two levels, but 

unless the whole of our person is committed, we will often eventually drift away from our commitments. For 

example, a person can commit to exercising intellectually and emotionally, but if they fail to be fully committed 

volitionally, exercise habits will be almost impossible to maintain over time. Unless we are committed to the 

gospel emotionally, intellectually, and volitionally, we will be prone to drift away from it. 

2. ALL THINGS HAVE BEEN SUBJECTED TO CHRIST.

  HEBREWS 2:5–8A

Q: What is “subjection”? What does it mean for the world to be subjected to Christ?

Q: How does Hebrews 2:8b help us understand what the author meant by “world” in 
Hebrews 2:5?

These verses make the primary point of this passage. The world, by which the author meant everything, is 

subjected to Christ. How could Christ’s revelation of salvation not then be greater than that of the angels, over 

whom He rules? To affirm the subjection of all things to Christ, the author quoted Psalm 8:4–6. This selection of 

verses is odd for at least two reasons. First, this verse says God made the son of man, whom the author of Hebrews 

identified as Christ, lower than the angels (Hebrews 2:7; Psalm 8:5). If the author’s point is that all things, 
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including the angels, are subjected to Christ, why did he quote a verse from the Old Testament saying Christ was 

made lower than the angels? The author’s thinking will be revealed as the passage progresses, but a summary 

would be that taking on human flesh was the first step that led to Christ’s exaltation and all things, including the 

angels, coming under His submission. 

The second oddity concerning the author’s use of Psalm 8 is that this psalm does not appear to speak of Christ. 

Most people think Psalm 8 describes humanity as a whole, not a singular individual. If Psalm 8 described 

humanity, how would quoting it demonstrate that all things have been subjected to Christ? A second look at 

Psalm 8 reveals that the author’s take on it may not be without warrant. (You may remember that Psalm 8 was 

covered in the “Christ in the Psalms and Prophets” booklet. It may be helpful to review that lesson.) Although 

humanity was created for dominion over the earth, our dominion is thoroughly challenged because of sin. Rather 

than having dominion over the world, we struggle to survive (Genesis 3:17–19). How then, could the psalmist 

say that humanity has been given dominion in the world without qualification? Perhaps because he conflated 

Genesis 1 with his expectation that a single individual would one day fulfill the role lost to humanity because 

of sin. Furthermore, the psalmist said the son of man has been crowned with glory and honor. This coronation 

would be more fitting if the psalmist had in mind a single individual, whom the author of Hebrews identified as 

Jesus, especially considering the language found in Psalm 2:6–9. It appears that, reading Psalm 8 with these 

considerations in mind, the author of Hebrews concluded that the psalmist was speaking of a specific individual, 

whom the author understood to be Jesus. 

Q: What competes with Christ’s rule in your life?
 
Q: What implications does Christ’s rule have for you? How would your life look 

different if the author had qualified Christ’s absolute rule? Would your life look 
different?

APPLICATION POINT – The author of Hebrews proclaimed that everything has been subjected to Christ. The 

implications reach far beyond the author’s original point, which is that Christ is a more perfect revelation of God 

and of salvation than what was communicated by the angels. For the ancient audience, it would have qualified 

Caesar’s authority over them in a way the Romans would have found intolerable. Claiming all things, even Caesar 

himself, to be under the authority of Christ often made Christians the targets of severe persecution. In some 

areas of the world, this claim still makes Christians the target of persecution today. Most of us are unlikely 

to face stringent persecution of this nature, but we may be more vulnerable to the opposite danger. We may 

hold too loosely to Christ’s rule over our lives. Remember the author’s warning against drifting away from the 
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gospel (Hebrews 2:1). One way this drift occurs is if we allow for competitors to our allegiance to Christ. Drifting 

starts with one seemingly insignificant compromise that nevertheless replaces Christ’s authority over us. The first 

compromise makes the second easier. Before long we have drifted to the point that Christ’s authority over our 

lives is difficult to recognize.

3. TO ACHIEVE OUR SALVATION, CHRIST TOOK A LOWER 
APPEARANCE. 

  HEBREWS 2:8B–18

Q: How did the author continue to use Psalm 8 for his purposes in verses 8–18?

Q: How was Jesus less than “perfect” before His suffering (Hebrews 2:10)?

The author made his main point—Jesus is superior to the angels because all things have been subjected to Him. 

Now, the author anticipated an objection—it does not appear as though all things have been subjected to Jesus. 

It is important to understand why the author suggested that we do not see all things subjected to Christ. We may 

look at the sinful world around us and wonder whether all things are truly subject to Christ. The ongoing rebellion 

against Christ shows that His reign is currently not uncontested. This is an important matter that should be 

addressed, but the author of Hebrews went in a different direction. The author seemed to have the incarnation 

in mind when he said, “We do not yet see everything in subjection to him” (Hebrews 2:8). In taking on human 

flesh, Jesus appeared lower than the angels, who are spiritual beings, and therefore it is hard for us to see how 

everything, especially spiritual angels, is subjected to a fleshly being. The difficulty appears in Psalm 8. On the one 

hand, Christ was made lower than the angels (Psalm 8:5; Hebrews 2:7), and on the other, all things are subjected 

to Him (Psalm 8:6; Hebrews 2:8).

To answer this objection, the author pointed to five things Christ accomplished through the incarnation. The 

first accomplishment Christ secured was His perfection through suffering (Hebrews 2:10). The way the author 

described this accomplishment may surprise us. Was Christ somehow imperfect before He suffered on the 

cross? In what way was He deficient? How would suffering perfect Him? The key to resolving this issue lies in 

understanding what the author means by the word “perfect.” In this passage it means “becoming qualified to 

carry out a task.” The same word is used to describe the ordination of priests in the Old Testament (Exodus 29:22, 

26; Leviticus 7:37; 8:22). We cannot see the connection when reading in English, but in the Greek translation 

of the Old Testament, the word used to translate what we see as “ordination” is from the same root as the word 
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THIS IS US

“perfection” in Hebrews 2:10. Thus, just as ordination qualified the priests in ancient Israel to carry out their 

priestly tasks, Christ’s suffering qualified Him to carry out our salvation. By saying Jesus was “perfected” through 

suffering, the author did not mean anything in Jesus was deficient but only that a task was not yet done. Christ 

had to suffer in order to accomplish salvation. To suffer, and accomplish our salvation, Jesus had to take on 

human flesh and appear lower than the angels. The incarnation did not make Jesus less than the angels but 

allowed Him to accomplish our salvation. 

Q: What does Jesus’s suffering indicate concerning the cost of our salvation?

Q: The author said all things exist for God. What demands does this statement 
make of you?

APPLICATION POINT – The Bible contains a consistent theocentric perspective, which is reflected when the 

author of Hebrews said, “[God], for whom and by whom all things exist …” (v. 10). Adopting this perspective, 

which we should do, requires a radical and reoccurring shift in how we view the world. We naturally place 

ourselves at the center of our own existence. We try to determine what is good for us, and we work to obtain that 

good. The Bible, however, argues we were made for God. He should be at the center of our existence. We should 

work for what He seeks in this world. Remarkably, adopting this theocentric perspective is the surest way to find 

what will bring us joy.

Q: What is the common theme in the Old Testament verses quoted in verses 12–13?

Q: What is the “one source” linking Christ with those He sanctifies?

The second accomplishment Christ secured through the incarnation is the creation of a familial relationship with 

those whose salvation He secures. The author said, “He who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one 

source.” The identity of this “one source” is ambiguous. Many commentators believe the “one source” to be God. 

It is possible, however, given the author’s emphasis on Jesus’s incarnation, that he may be referring to Adam, 

the first member of the human race. By taking on human flesh and being born, Christ became fully human and 

had no shame in calling those whom He sanctified “brothers” (or “sisters”). Whatever the case, the emphasis on 

one source for the sanctifier and the sanctified points to their unity and familial relationship. This is the point of 
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the Old Testament quotations in Hebrews 2:12–13. They both emphasize the familial relationship between the 

speaker and those of whom he was speaking.

The Old Testament verses quoted by the author are Psalm 22:22 and Isaiah 8:17. The author’s use of these verses 

presents a challenge. He attributed these Old Testament words to Jesus, but it is not immediately obvious how 

he could legitimately do this because the original speaker does not seem to be linked to Jesus. What could have 

led the author to place these words from the Old Testament into the mouth of Jesus? The author may have been 

reading Psalm 22 as part of the broader collection of psalms in which it is found (Psalms 15–24). 

These psalms have been purposefully arranged to reflect the outlook of Israel’s messianic king (Psalm 2, 8, 15, 

18, 20, 21, 24). Since Jesus is this messianic king, it is legitimate for the author to attribute the words of Psalm 

22:22 to Jesus. In doing so, the author was following Jesus’s lead since Jesus voiced the words of Psalm 22:1 

on the cross (Matthew 27:46; Mark 15:34). (Psalm 16, part of the same collection as Psalm 22, was discussed in 

the “Christ in the Psalms and Prophets” series at the end of last year.) Concerning Isaiah 8:17–18, the author of 

Hebrews may have been employing a typological interpretation. These words are clearly uttered by Isaiah and 

refer to his own physical children. The author of Hebrews, however, saw something in Isaiah’s words that was 

also applicable to Christ and those He sanctified. Therefore, the author was suggesting that Isaiah was part of a 

pattern that also included Christ. Therefore, it was appropriate to put these words in the mouth of Christ. 

Q: How was Christ’s taking on flesh an act of humility?

Q: What benefits do we receive as part of Christ’s family?

APPLICATION POINT – Philippians 2:7 describes the incarnation as Christ emptying Himself to take the form 

of a servant. Paul used Christ’s incarnation to call the Philippians to count others more significant in humility. 

The author of Hebrews did not make this point, but it is a clear application of the way he described Christ’s 

incarnation. Christ was not ashamed to take on human flesh to become part of the human family and for us to 

become part of His family. He valued us more than Himself for the sake of the gospel. We should follow Christ’s 

example and count others more significant than ourselves for the sake of the gospel. 

Q: Why was the incarnation necessary for Christ to defeat death and the devil?

Q: How does the fear of death subject us to lifelong slavery? 



3 1   |    H E B R E W S

THIS IS US
The third accomplishment Christ secured through the incarnation is the defeat of the devil and death. Apart from 

the incarnation, which made Christ appear lower than the angels, Jesus could not have experienced death and 

overcome it. In overcoming death, He defeated the devil and secured our deliverance from slavery to death. It was 

necessary for Him to take on human flesh so He could complete His mission, even though it keeps us from seeing 

how all things could be subjected to Him for a time.

Two brief additional comments are warranted by the author’s discussion. First, the defeat of the devil referred 

to in this passage occurred at the resurrection. When Christ took the penalty of our sins, the devil, which means 

“slanderer,” was no longer able to make accusations against those whose sins are atoned for by Christ’s blood. 

The defeat of the devil in this passage is not his final, eschatological defeat (Revelation 20:7–15). Second, the 

lifelong slavery caused by the fear of death refers to the shadow death casts over all of life. Death is the unavoidable 

conclusion awaiting every human being. In this sense, we are subjected to a “foreign power,” but we are delivered 

from this power through the hope provided in Christ’s resurrection. Apart from taking on human flesh, experiencing 

death, and being raised from the dead, Christ could not secure our release from the power of death.

Q: Do you find yourself underestimating the devil? Do you find yourself 
overestimating the devil? How do these verses help us obtain a biblical 
perspective on the devil?

Q: Do you fear death? How does the fear of death influence your daily life? How can 
Christ’s accomplishments help you overcome the fear of death?

APPLICATION POINT – Death is a harsh reality, and Christians cannot avoid thinking about it. We are mortal 

creatures. One day our lives as we experience them now will come to an end. We must live with this reality in 

mind and capture every moment God has given us for His glory. We do not, however, live only for this life. Christ’s 

resurrection from the dead means we have hope for life after death. Christians, therefore, must live with dual 

perspectives. We must make the most of the lives God has given us. We cannot discount our lives as we know 

them. But we do not face death in fear. We face death with the hope Christ has provided us. 

Q: What does “propitiation” mean?
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Q: How was Christ tempted when He suffered on the cross? 

The fourth accomplishment Christ secured through the incarnation was propitiation for our sin. “Propitiation” 

refers to the appeasement of God’s wrath over sin. God does not take sin casually. The forgiveness of sin came 

at a great cost. To make propitiation for our sins, Christ became both the high priest and sacrifice, both of which 

required Him to take on human flesh. Christ as high priest will be an important point when we study Hebrews 4 

and 5.

The final accomplishment Christ secured through the incarnation was becoming our help through temptation 

during suffering. The temptation of Christ in the wilderness is well known (Matthew 4:1–11: Mark 1:12–13; Luke 

4:1–13), but linking temptation with suffering suggests that the author had Christ’s crucifixion in mind. How was 

Christ tempted during His crucifixion? The author was likely referring to Christ wanting to avoid the suffering 

and death He faced. This would have created an important connection with the audience if they were facing 

persecution for their faith. If they were tempted to renounce Christ to avoid suffering, the author was pointing 

them to Christ, who did not give into temptation to avoid suffering.

Q: How should the idea of “propitiation” influence how we think about sin?

Q: In what circumstances are you tempted to deny your faith in Christ?

APPLICATION POINT – There is not a greater price we could pay for the name of Christ than He has already 

paid on our behalf. In a rapidly secularizing society that disparages religious belief as antiquated and out of touch, 

Christians can often be tempted to downplay the importance of their faith or disregard it altogether. Although 

this is not an outright denial of Christ, the effect is the same, and the heart from which it stems is the same. Make 

sure you value the name of Christ more than your reputation or feelings. He has sacrificed far more for you. 
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Hebrews 2:1–18 declares that all things have been subjected to Christ, but our lives are often a poor example of 

this because we subject ourselves to so many competing masters. Take some time this week to reflect how you are 

subjecting yourself to authorities other than Christ. Make a list of these authorities. Some items on your list may 

have a limited authority over you. Choose two or three of the most significant items and identify ways in which 

your submission must change to better reflect your ultimate submission to Christ. 

 

+Use these prayer points to instill the lessons you learned from God’s Word this week. 

Father, I thank you for subjecting all things to Christ. Since all things are under His rule, I can face every 
situation with confidence in Him. 

Jesus, thank you for being willing to humble yourself on my account. I did not deserve anything you did for 
me. 

Father, guard me from neglecting my great salvation. Help my thoughts continuously dwell upon your grace 
in my life. 

Lord Jesus, forgive me for ever failing to claim you as my Savior. May my joy in you surpass every other 
concern in my mind. 


