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G E T T I N G  R E A D Y

How are angels portrayed in popular culture? What mistakes do these portrayals make? 

Read Hebrews 1:1–14.

Ask God to help you see how Jesus surpasses angels.

 K E Y  B I B L I C A L  T R U T H 

Christ delivers a final and more definitive revelation than the angels.

 T H E O L O G Y  A P P L I E D

In Christ we have all we need to seek God.

 M E D I T A T E

“But in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, 
through whom also he created the world” (Hebrews 1:2). 

 
+This section will introduce the lesson by considering how the New Testament authors applied this passage 
to Christ. 

THIS IS US

February 19, 2023 | Hebrews
 
  

CHRIST IS BETTER THAN ANGELS



1 1   |    H E B R E W S

Q: What do you mean when you say something is the “last word”?

Q: How does context determine the meaning of the words “first” and “last”? Is it 
always best to be first? 

The phrase “last word” can mean different things depending upon how it is used. When people debate on TV or in 

public, each contestant wants to have the last word. The last word in a debate does not typically resolve the issue 

at hand, but it is an opportunity to have the more lasting impact on the audience. The last argument people hear 

is usually the one they take with them, and contestants in a debate want the audience to leave thinking about their 

last words rather than their opponent’s. When my children are pestering me over something, I sometimes use the 

phrase “that’s my last word.” In this instance, it is a cue for them to stop pestering me. I have made my decision. 

That is the way it will be. We will move forward with that decision. There is a finality to whatever I have said that 

will be respected. 

Hebrews begins by stating that God, in these last days, has spoken to us by His Son. Christ Jesus is God’s last word 

for us. In saying this, the author of Hebrews had in mind elements from both meanings discussed above. There 

has been a series of previous words or communications of which Christ is last. Being last in line in this sense is not 

a snub to Jesus. It means He is the word that echoes the loudest and the longest for all to hear. He surpasses all 

previous words. More importantly, Jesus being God’s last word means there is a finality to what God has revealed 

through Him. We are not waiting for God to say anything greater than what He has revealed in Christ. There will be 

no further words on the matter. We will either receive what God has revealed in Christ or we will rebel against Him. 

Q: In what ways do people suggest God’s revelation in Jesus Christ has been 
surpassed or is being supplemented?

Q: How is being guided by the Holy Spirit different from God revealing Himself in 
Jesus Christ?

APPLICATION POINT – Christians often speak of being guided by the Holy Spirit. This is the Spirit’s role (John 

16:13). Sometimes this refers to an inner conviction over how God would have you spend a significant part of your 

life that Christians often speak of as a “calling.” At other times, Christians speak of the Holy Spirit’s guidance as a 

more spontaneous occurrence. They may say something like “God told me to speak to that person” or “God led me 
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to help this person,” meaning they had an inner conviction to act in a specific way that they attribute to God. Such 

openness to the Holy Spirit should be the goal of every Christian. We need to be careful, however, to distinguish 

this kind of guidance from the Holy Spirit from God’s final revelation in Christ.

Guidance from the Holy Spirit is not the same as God revealing Himself or His will to us. In Christ, God has 

revealed Himself with finality and authority. We have no need for any further revelation of this kind. When we 

speak of being guided by God or the Holy Spirit, we mean it in a non-revelatory way. Furthermore, we must hold 

our opinions on these matters with an appropriate level of tentativeness. We may think God is leading us in a 

certain direction, but we cannot be certain until it is verified by the passage of time. Sometimes we believe we 

understand God’s will for our lives only to find that God had something far different in mind. This is not the case 

for God’s revelation in Christ. We can be certain of what God has revealed in Him. 

 U N D E R S T A N D I N G  T H E  T E X T

+The main point of Hebrews 1:1–14 is that God has revealed salvation through Christ Jesus, the one who 

accomplished it. This revelation surpasses all previous revelations, even the ones mediated through angels, both 

because of its finality and because of the one who mediates it. 

1. CHRIST IS THE FINAL WORD REVEALING OUR SALVATION 

2. THE OLD TESTAMENT’S WITNESS OF JESUS’S SUPERIORITY

+ The first point of this lesson examines elements of the text related to this main point. In the second part of 

Hebrews 1, the author quotes several Old Testament passages in succession as evidence for his first claim. The 

second point of this lesson explores the author’s choice and use of these Old Testament passages to verify his 

main point.

1. CHRIST IS THE FINAL WORD REVEALING OUR SALVATION

  HEBREWS 1:1–4
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Q: How does the opening of Hebrews show both continuity and discontinuity 
between what has been revealed in Christ and what was revealed about God and 
salvation in the past?  

Q: What information does Hebrews 1:1–3 give us about Jesus? Of all the things 
ascribed to Him, which do you find to be the most significant?

The letter to the Hebrews begins with three of the most significant Christological verses in Scripture. The primary 

point is that God has revealed Himself through Christ. God’s revelation in Christ stands in continuity with what has 

come before. Among other things, the writer of Hebrews primarily has the Old Testament in mind when he speaks 

of how God revealed Himself long ago to the fathers and prophets. But, as hinted at in these verses and will become 

more explicit through the letter, God’s revelation in Christ surpasses all that has gone before. God’s revelation of 

Christ has occurred “in these last days.” We may or may not consider ourselves to be living in the last days. We 

certainly would not think of the New Testament period as the last days, but the New Testament authors did. Thus, 

there is a finality in what God has revealed in Christ. No additional revelation will come before God brings this era to 

a close. As God’s final revelation, Christ is also the lens through which we understand all previous revelation. Christ 

fulfills what has been said and reveals what was meant.

In showing Christ as the final revelation of God, the author includes multiple statements revealing a remarkable 

Christology. Some of the most remarkable elements pertain to how the author incorporates the witness of the Old 

Testament into an understanding of who Jesus is and what He came to do. The author believes Jesus surpassed 

what God revealed in the Old Testament but is careful to show that the Old Testament remains an indispensable 

part of what God was revealing in Jesus. For instance, the author said God “has spoken to us by his Son.” This 

Sonship language picks up on the messianic language used in Psalm 2:7. Additionally, the author says Christ has sat 

down at the right hand of God, a reference to Psalm 110:1. These verses both appear later in Hebrews 1 as evidence 

for how Christ surpasses angels. Far from negating or devaluing the Old Testament, the author of Hebrews cannot 

describe Christ apart from relying heavily on the Old Testament’s messianic teachings. 

In addition to these messianic teachings from the Old Testament, the author also reveals a high Christology with 

references to the Son’s deity. The Son is the one through whom God created the world (John 1:3; Colossians 

1:16). Genesis 1:1 describes creation as God’s work. The Son is God’s radiance and the imprint of God’s nature (2 

Corinthians 4:4; Colossians 1:15). Finally, the Son holds all things together (Colossians 1:17). 
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Q: Why does God reveal Himself to us?

Q: How does knowing it was God who revealed Himself give us greater confidence in 
what we believe?

APPLICATION POINT – God the Father is speaking to the world through God the Son. Do not allow the 

profundity of this claim pass you by. Christianity does not claim to be based on humanity’s best insights about 

God or the world He has created. It is not based on information we can gather with our senses or from traditions 

and customs passed on by communities and family. What we believe about God comes from a far greater and 

more reliable source, God Himself! Christ reveals God to us, and the Bible is the authoritative witness to what 

Christ has revealed. This allows for a remarkable confidence in our knowledge about God that would not be the 

case if we had to rely on any other source. Sadly, many Christians fail to take advantage of this unique gift from 

God. Rather than becoming students of God’s Word, they settle for what other people tell them, what their family 

has believed, or what their own intuition tells them about God. One plea the author of Hebrews would make is 

that we would embrace the gift God has given us by becoming students of His Word.

Q: In declaring that God’s revelation in Christ is greater than all previous 
revelations, the author begins by arguing that Christ is greater than the angels. 
Do you think this is a strange place to start? Why or why not?

Q: What name has Christ inherited?

In verse 4, the author begins a train of thought that will continue until Hebrews 10:18. The main idea is that Christ 

surpasses the structures put in place during the Old Testament for relating to and worshipping God. Since this is 

the main idea, the author begins with an unexpected theme. He argues that Christ is superior to the angels. The 

question we should ask is what role the angels had in the old covenant. Very little comes to mind because angels play 

a minor role in the Old Testament. 

Why then would the author of Hebrews dwell on the idea that Christ is superior to angels? Two ideas have been 

proposed. First, although the Old Testament does not hint at this, it seems as though the angels had some role 

in in mediating the Mosaic law (Hebrews 2:2; Acts 7:53; Galatians 3:19). This solution can be tied directly to the 
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main idea of this first part of Hebrews. Christ is superior to the angels because His revelation of God is superior 

to the revelation the angels mediated. Second, it is possible that angels had taken on an outsized importance in 

the community to which Hebrews was written. Where the Old Testament does not attribute great significance to 

angels, they took on an increasing significance during the time between the Old and New Testaments. The author of 

Hebrews was arguing for Jesus’s superiority over whatever role the audience had assigned to angels. Of these two 

options, the first is more easily tied to the concern of the author, but we may not need to decide between them since 

neither rules out the other. 

Q: How are angels obsessed over in our culture? 

Q: How can the message of Hebrews 1 help us critique common misconceptions 
about angels?

APPLICATION POINT – Perhaps it should not be surprising that angels have become common targets for 

embellishment in modern society. Like God, they are supernatural beings and inherently mysterious to us. Yet, as 

created beings, they do not command the same respect as God, so people would feel freer to depict them in art and 

on screen. Furthermore, there may be less concern about thinking of angels wrongly. The goal of this passage is 

not to thoroughly discuss angels but to prove them to be far inferior to Christ. Rather than correcting all the ways 

angels have been misunderstood, this application point simply suggests being wary of overemphasizing angels 

and their activity in your own spiritual life. Angels are magnificent creatures, but our thoughts should always rest 

on treasuring Christ. We should never obsess over angels to the point that we neglect Christ. 

2. THE OLD TESTAMENT’S WITNESS OF JESUS’S SUPERIORITY

  HEBREWS 1:4–14

Q: Why does Jesus’s sonship make Him greater than angels?

Q: What do we mean when we call Jesus God’s Son?
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After claiming Jesus to be superior to angels, the author of Hebrews offers several citations from the Old Testament 

as evidence. While God’s speech to us through Christ to be superior to the Old Testament, the Old Testament is 

in no way diminished in authority or truth. The author’s first argument concerns Jesus’s sonship. As God’s Son, 

Jesus is obviously superior to angels. In showing Jesus to be God’s Son, the author quotes Psalm 2:7 and 2 Samuel 

7:14. These are messianic passages that anticipate the coming of Christ. We must be careful in how we understand 

Jesus’s sonship. Jesus is not God’s biological son, like some pantheons of ancient Rome, Greece, and the Near East. 

Rather, Jesus’s sonship in these texts refers to the position He received after God raised Him from the dead. At the 

resurrection, Jesus was declared to be God’s Son (Romans 1:4). We must careful also to recognize these texts do not 

deny Jesus’s eternal preexistence as God’s Son. God the Son has always existed eternally with God the Father and 

God the Holy Spirit. Nevertheless, these texts show the significance of what Christ accomplished at the resurrection. 

The author of Hebrews wants us to see that this is something the angels could never have accomplished and therefore 

Christ is superior to them. Jesus’s sonship means He stands in the same place as God and is God’s heir. 

Q: What does Jesus’s sonship mean for us? 

Q: How are we included in Jesus’s sonship while angels are not?

APPLICATION POINT – As remarkable as Jesus’s sonship is, perhaps more remarkable is that His followers 

share in this sonship to some degree. Jesus said whoever does the will of God is His brother and sister and mother 

(Mark 3:35). Paul referred to us as fellow heirs with Christ (Romans 8:17). We have a place of privilege because of 

our membership in God’s family. This alludes to the eternal relationship we have with God. Angels do not share 

this familial privilege. 

Q: Hebrews 1:6 quotes Deuteronomy 32:43, but how are these verses different? 
What accounts for the differences?

Q: What is remarkable about the application of Deuteronomy 32:43 to Jesus? 

The second point the author of Hebrews gives to establish Jesus’s superiority is that He is worshipped while the 

angels are merely servants. As evidence for this claim the author quotes Deuteronomy 32:43 and Psalm 104:4 
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(Heb. 1:7). The author’s use of Deuteronomy 32:43 is both confusing and remarkable. It is confusing because while 

it is a quotation of Deuteronomy 32:43, the text of Hebrews 1:6 differs from it in several ways. These differences 

can be attributed to the author’s use of the Septuagint, an ancient translation of the Hebrew Scriptures into 

Greek, as well as differences in how Deuteronomy 32:43 and Hebrews 1:6 are translated into English. 

The author’s use of Deuteronomy 32:43 is remarkable for two reasons. First, in its original context, Deuteronomy 

32:43 was written about Yahweh. Thus, the author of Hebrews feels comfortable applying verses written about 

Yahweh to Jesus, fully affirming His deity. Second, although it does not come through in the translations, the 

Septuagint reads, “Let the sons of God worship Him.” This is remarkable because the author’s first point is that 

Jesus is called Son whereas the angels are not. Citing a text in which angels are called “sons of God” shows a 

highly developed “sonship” theology within the early church and Judaism. The author of Hebrews realized some 

verses in the Old Testament referred to the Messiah as God’s Son in a special sense not used of the angels.

Q: What does the use of Deuteronomy 32:43 in Hebrews 1:6 remind us of?

Q: Why is it significant that the author used Deuteronomy 32:43 to refer to the deity 
of Christ?

APPLICATION POINT – Hebrews 1:6 shows that the issues underlying the text of the Bible are often complicated. 

Not only are we reading a translation, but the authors of New Testament were also often using a translation 

of the Old Testament. This calls for gratitude, caution, and diligence. We should be grateful for the work of 

Bible translators to make the text more accessible for us. We should be cautious of jumping to conclusions when 

we study the Bible. We should be diligent to understand the complications surrounding the Bible in order to 

understand the author’s message.

 

 PSALM 45:6–7; PSALM 102:25–27

Q: Why is it hard to understand who the author of Psalm 45 was referring to when 
he said “God”?

Q: Why does the author link eternalness and creation?
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The third point the author of Hebrews uses to show the superiority of the Son over angels is the Son’s eternalness 

and His role in creation. As evidence for the claim, the author cites Psalm 45:6–7 and Psalm 102:25–27. Psalm 

45:6–7 is perplexing because in verse 6 the author addresses “God” and states “Your throne … is forever and 

ever.” These words apparently allude to God as king, a common theme in the Old Testament. But a verse later, 

the psalmist proclaimed, “Therefore, God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness.” In this verse, 

the psalmist clarified who he was addressing in verse 6. The anointing language used in verse 7 is frequently 

used of kings. So, it follows that the anointed individual in verse 7 is the same royal figure described in verse 6. 

The psalmist, at least in the eyes of the author of Hebrews, recognized the deity of this individual. Thus, it is the 

anointed king’s throne that will last forever, making Him superior to the angels.

Q: Why is it important for our Savior be eternal?

Q: Why is Jesus’s role in creation significant?

APPLICATION POINT – The Bible teaches that God is perfect in holiness. Therefore, all sin, including ours, is 

infinitely offensive to Him. This is why Jesus’s deity and eternality is crucial for the Christian faith. An infinite 

offense requires a corresponding infinite atonement that only Christ can provide. The angels, as finite created 

beings, could not achieve our atonement. 

Q: Where else is Psalm 110 cited in the New Testament? In what different ways do 
the New Testament authors use this psalm?

Q: How does Hebrews 1:14 support the author’s fourth point for Jesus’s superiority 
and summarize his main point for this chapter?

The final point the author makes demonstrating Jesus’s superiority over the angels concerns His rule, which is 

an underlying theme for the previous three points the author has made. For evidence specific to this point, the 

author cites Psalm 110:1, which describes the enthronement of the Messiah at the right hand of God and the 

subjection of His enemies to Him. When we see Christ ruling from heaven, His superiority over the angels will 

be evident.
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Hebrews 1 concludes by explaining the nature and purpose of angels. They are ministering spirits who serve for 

the sake of those who will inherit salvation. The author is careful to articulate that angels serve for our sake, but 

they do not serve us. Angels are not subject to our authority. While this passage is about Christ’s superiority over 

angels, it should be noted that angels do play an important role in God’s creation. They are His supernatural 

servants who work to bring about His purposes on the earth. 

Q: What would be a biblically faithful way for Christians to engage with the ministry 
of angels?

Q: If Christ’s rule shows His superiority over angels, what implications does this 
have for His superiority over Satan and demons?

APPLICATION POINT – Over-eagerness to interact with angels and making assumptions about their activities 

could quickly lead a Christian away from what the Bible teaches about these supernatural servants of God. This is 

why it is so important to stress that angels are God’s servants. As God’s servants, angels are careful to avoid any 

kind of veneration (Revelation 22:8–9). We should center our focus on God rather than His angels. Furthermore, 

through the ministry of Jesus, we have immediate access to God (Ephesians 3:12). We must never demean what 

Christ has accomplished by seeking to communicate with God through angels. 

While obsession with angels will quickly lead Christians beyond what the Bible teaches, we must also avoid 

the opposite error of ignoring the reality of angels or thinking their existence has no implications for our lives. 

Perhaps the most important connection we have with angels is our worship of God. When we worship God, we are 

joining in what His angels do. We worship God with a host of angels. Additionally, the presence of angels in the 

world should serve as an extra incentive to live for righteousness and generously toward others (Hebrews 13:2). 

Finally, we should praise God for the work of His angels in protecting us from physical and spiritual harm (Daniel 

6:22; Acts 5:19–20; 12:7–11). 
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God has revealed Himself definitively in Christ. Do not allow the missional implications of this point pass by you. 

God did not have to reveal anything of Himself to us. The fact that we know anything at all about Him underscores 

His desire to be known among humankind and our mission to make Him known among all peoples. The book of 

Hebrews has a wonderful message concerning the centrality and superiority of Christ. As you move through these 

lessons on Hebrews, commit to fulfilling the purpose of God’s revelation by making Him known among those who 

do not know Him.

+Use these prayer points to instill the lessons you learned from God’s Word this week. 

God, you have created every single person with a dignity that cannot be taken away. I praise you for this gift 

and seek to always appreciate that dignity in others.

Father, even though humanity failed to fulfill the calling you placed upon us, you did not abandon us! Instead, 

you offered us a chance to fulfill our roles by submitting to the lordship of Christ. 

Jesus, you are indeed crowned with glory and honor. I yearn for the day when I will see you reign fully. 

Lord, I praise your name! I will praise you in the morning, I will praise you in the evening. I will praise you in 

times of plenty, and I will praise you in times of need.
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