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Our mission is to know
and share the love of Jesus Christ





Throughout the history of Anglican Christianity, the daily recitation of 
Morning and Evening Prayer has played an essential role in the worship 
tradition of both cathedral and parish churches. The service of Evensong 
is the choral version of Evening Prayer, developed from the service found 
in the Book of Common Prayer. Choral Evensong has been sung regularly 
since the sixteenth century. The present form consists of sung verses and 
responses, a sung psalm and canticles, choral anthems, congregational 
hymns, prayers, and scripture.

During this liturgy, we seek to offer beauty in song to God, the giver of 
all beauty and goodness. The congregation is invited to participate in the 
singing of the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, and the hymns, and in the 
reponses to the readings, and to join, in prayerful silence, the other portions 
of the service that are led by the priest and the choir.

Those who have brought with them an offering are invited to place it in the offering plate 
located in the narthex of the church. Others are invited to make their financial contributions 
online at palmerchurch.org/give, by texting the key word “Palmer” and the dollar 
amount (for example, Palmer 100) to 73256, or by using this QR code.

Welcome to Palmer, where our mission is to know and share the love of Jesus Christ.

We are a community of Christians worshiping in the Episcopal tradition, which 
has its roots in the practices of the ancient Church. We are a congregation that 
values not only eternal answers but also important questions. You are surrounded 
by the love of Jesus here today. Scan the QR code to the left or visit palmerchurch.
org/connect to fill out a welcome card or prayer request.



Organ Voluntary: Rhapsody in D-flat Op. 17, no. 1 Herbert Howells (1892–1983)

Introit: O Lord support us  Eleanor Daley (b. 1955)

O Lord, support us all the day long,
‘til the shadows lengthen and evening comes,
and the busy world is hushed,
and the fever of life is over,

then in thy great mercy grant us safe lodging, 
and holy rest, and peace at the lastm
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Processional Voluntary: Choral Joseph Jongen (1873–1953)

The Invitatory and Psalter
All stand. Choir and clergy sing.

The Preces Joanna Forbes L’Estrange (b. 1971)
Officiant O Lord, open thou our lips;
Choir And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.
Officiant O God, make speed to save us.
Choir O Lord, make haste to help us.
Officiant Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
Choir As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.
Officiant Praise ye the Lord.
Choir The Lord’s name be praised.



Hymn “Now evening comes to close the day” Keiser
 David Ashley White (b. 1944)



Psalm 8 Gerre Hancock (1867–1948)

O Lord, our Governor, how excellent is thy name
in all the world! who hast set thy glory above the
heavens. Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings
hast thou ordained strength because of thine
enemies, that thou mightest still the enemy and
the avenger. When I consider thy heavens, the
work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which
thou hast ordained; What is man, that thou art
mindful of him? and the son of man, that thou
visitest him? Thou madest him lower than the
angels, to crown him with glory and worship. 

Thou makest him to have dominion over the works 
of thy hands; thou hast put all things in subjection 
under his feet: All sheep and oxen, yea, and the 
beasts of the field;  The fowls of the air, and the 
fish of the sea, and whatsoever passeth through 
the paths of the seas. O Lord our Governor, how 
excellent is thy name in all the world!
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning is now 
and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost, 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

The Lessons
Please be seated.

First Reading Deuteronomy 6:1-9
Reader A reading from the Book of Deuteronomy. 
Moses said: Now this is the commandment--the statutes and the ordinances--that the Lord your 
God charged me to teach you to observe in the land that you are about to cross into and occupy, 
so that you and your children and your children’s children, may fear the Lord your God all the 
days of your life, and keep all his decrees and his commandments that I am commanding you, so 
that your days may be long. Hear therefore, O Israel, and observe them diligently, so that it may 
go well with you, and so that you may multiply greatly in a land flowing with milk and honey, as 
the Lord, the God of your ancestors, has promised you.

Hear, O Israel: The Lord is our God, the Lord alone. You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might. Keep these words that I am commanding 
you today in your heart. Recite them to your children and talk about them when you are at home 
and when you are away, when you lie down and when you rise. Bind them as a sign on your hand, 
fix them as an emblem on your forehead, and write them on the doorposts of your house and on 
your gates.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.



Magnificat in F Harold Friedell (1905–1958)
Please stand at “Glory be to the Father . . .”

My soul doth magnify the Lord: and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. For he hath 
regarded the lowliness of his hand-maiden. For behold, from henceforth all generations shall 
call me blessed. For he that is mighty hath magnified me: and holy is his Name. And his 
mercy is on them that fear him throughout all generations. He hath shewed strength with his 
arm: he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. He hath put down the 
mighty from their seat: and hath exalted the humble and meek. He hath filled the hungry 
with good things: and the rich he hath sent empty away. He rememb’ring his mercy hath 
holpen his servant Israel: as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed, for ever. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost, 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Please be seated.

Second Reading John 12:24-32
Reader A reading from the Gospel of John. 

Jesus said, “Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just 
a single grain, but if it dies it bears much fruit. Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate 
their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I 
am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor.”

“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say: ‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it is for this 
reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I 
have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was 
thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your 
sake, not for mine. Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. 
And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.”

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Nunc dimittis in F Harold Friedell

Please stand at “Glory be to the Father . . .”

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace: according to thy word. For mine eyes 
have seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared before the face of all people. To be a light 
to lighten the gentiles: and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost, 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.



The Apostles’ Creed
Remain standing, sung by all in unison.

Celebrant I believe in God,
People  the Father almighty,
  maker of heaven and earth;
 And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
  who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
  born of the Virgin Mary,
  suffered under Pontius Pilate,
  was crucified, dead, and buried.
  He descended into hell.
  The third day he rose again from the dead.
  He ascended into heaven,
  and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty.
  From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
 I believe in the Holy Ghost,
  the holy catholic Church,
  the communion of saints,
  the forgiveness of sins,
  the resurrection of the body,
  and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers
All stand or kneel. Choir and clergy sing, with the Lord’s Prayer sung by all in unison.

The Responses Joanna Forbes L’Estrange
Officiant The Lord be with you.
Choir And with thy spirit. 
Officiant Let us pray.
Choir Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 Christ, have mercy upon us. 
 Lord, have mercy upon us.



The Lord’s Prayer
Celebrant Our Father, 
People who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen.

The Suffrages Joanna Forbes L’Estrange 
Officiant O Lord, show thy mercy upon us.
Choir And grant us thy salvation.
Officiant O Lord, save the State.
Choir And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.
Officiant Endue thy ministers with righteousness.
Choir And make thy chosen people joyful.
Officiant O Lord, save thy people.
Choir And bless thine inheritance.
Officiant Give peace in our time, O Lord.
Choir Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.
Officiant O God, make clean our hearts within us.
Choir And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.

The Collects

Lord God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ triumphed over the powers of death and prepared 
for us our place in the new Jerusalem: Grant that we, who have this day given thanks for his 
resurrection, may praise thee in that City of which he is the light; and where he liveth and reigneth 
for ever and ever. Amen.

Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day is past; be our companion in the way, 
kindle our hearts, and awaken hope, that we may know thee as thou art revealed in Scripture and 
the breaking of bread. Grant this for the sake of thy love. Amen.

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give thine angels 
charge over those who sleep.  Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying, 
soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for thy love’s sake. Amen.



Anthem: Lord, thou hast searched me out Ronald Arnatt (1930-2018)
Elizabeth Tait & Camille Emig, soprano soloists

O Lord, thou hast searched me out 
and known me. 
There is not a word in my tongue, but thou, 
O Lord, knowest it altogether. 
Whither shall I go then from thy spirit? 
or whither shall I go then from thy presence?

If I climb up into heaven, thou art there. 
If I go down to hell, thou art there also.
If I take the wings of the morning 
and remain in the uttermost parts of the sea;
even there also shall thy hand lead me, 
and thy right hand shall hold me.

If I say, Peradventure the darkness shall cover me;
then shall my night be turned to day.
Yea, the darkness is no darkness with thee, 
but the night is as clear as the day; 
the darkness and the light to thee are both alike. 

I will give thanks unto thee, 
for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.
O Lord, how marvelous are thy works, 
and that my soul knoweth.

Greeting from the Rector

The General Thanksgiving
Those who are able may kneel.

Officiant  Let us pray.
People Almighty God, Father of all mercies,

we thine unworthy servants
do give thee most humble and hearty thanks
for all thy goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all people.
We bless thee for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for thine inestimable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ,
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we beseech thee,
give us that due sense of all thy mercies,
that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful; 
and that we show forth thy praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to thy service,
and by walking before thee
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost,
be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.



A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Remain kneeling.

Officiant Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 
common supplications unto thee, and hast promised through thy well–beloved Son 
that when two or three are gathered together in his Name thou wilt be in the midst 
of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy servants as may be best 
for us; granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth and in the world to come life 
everlasting. Amen.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen.

Hymn 662 “Abide with me: fast falls the eventide” Eventide

 Words:    Henry Frances Lyte (1793-1847)
 Music: ·   William Henry Monk (1823-1889)

Postlude: Chant de joie Jean Langlais (1907–1991)
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