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Welcome to Palmer, and Merry Christmas!

We are a community of Christians worshiping in the Episcopal tradition, which has its roots in the 
practices of the ancient Church. We are a congregation that values not only eternal answers but also 
important questions. You are part of the great “We” that begins the Nicene Creed in this service, and we 
are grateful for your presence and your prayers. You are surrounded by the love of Jesus on this holy day.

Christmas, of course, is not merely one morning, it is a season in the life of the Church. It’s also a gift — 
the gift of God’s presence in the world and in our lives — that gives meaning to every day of every year. 
That gift strengthens us to look for moments of grace, to offer gestures of forgiveness, and to serve those 
suffering in the shadows of our neighborhoods and cities.

If you’re curious about our congregation and want to know more about us, please speak with 
someone at the Welcome Tent in front of the church and fill out a Welcome Card, which you 
can find in the pew racks, at the Welcome Tent, or by using this QR code.

Palmer’s services of worship, including the beautiful music you will enjoy this morning, and our ministries 
such as Bible studies, pastoral care, and outreach throughout the year are made possible because of the 
financial generosity of Palmer’s members and friends. I invite you, therefore, to keep that 
in mind when you make your Christmas offering, either placing your cash or check in the 
offering plates that will be passed in the pews in the middle of this service or making a 
financial contribution online by using this QR code.

Your generosity helps us open as wide as possible the doors of this parish church, where people can find love 
and acceptance, beauty and inspiration, and a spirit that respects the dignity of everyone created in God’s 
image. That includes you, whether you are feeling joyous, grieving a loss, or experiencing loneliness. We have been 
expecting you, and we are grateful that you are here with us. Christ was born for this — for us — for you.

— The Rev’d Neil Alan Willard, Rector of Palmer Memorial Episcopal Church

Receiving Holy Communion
If you are a baptized Christian of any tradition, you are invited to receive communion with us after the 
Breaking of the Bread. The consecrated bread will be placed in your outstretched hands. Those who require 
either grape juice or gluten-free bread and wine should let the minister of communion know. When the chalice 
of consecrated wine comes to you, you may sip from the chalice, or carefully dip part of the consecrated bread 
into the wine, or decline it. Rest assured that you will have made a full communion if you choose to receive 
the consecrated bread only, with nothing lacking in your experience of God’s grace on this Christmas Day.

Receiving a Blessing
If you are not a baptized Christian, or your Christian tradition does not allow you to receive communion 
with us, we encourage you to come forward at the time of communion to receive a blessing. Simply cross your 
arms over your chest as someone approaches with the bread, and that person will know to give you a blessing 
instead of communion. In this way, everyone can participate in this part of the service. So we hope you will.



Prelude: In Dulci Jubilo� P. Manz, W. Held

The Word of God
Processional Hymn 83 “O come, all ye faithful” (verses 1-3, 6)	 Adeste fideles
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Celebrant	 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People	 And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hymn 96 “Angels we have heard on high”	 Gloria
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The Collect of the Day
Celebrant	 The Lord be with you.
People	 And with thy spirit.
Celebrant 	 Let us pray.

O God, who makest us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of thy only Son Jesus Christ: Grant that 
as we joyfully receive him for our Redeemer, so we may with sure confidence behold him when he shall come 
to be our Judge; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. Amen.

The Lessons
First Reading	 Isaiah 52:7-10

Reader	 A reading from the Book of Isaiah.

	 How beautiful upon the mountains
		  are the feet of the messenger who announces peace,
	 who brings good news,
		  who announces salvation,
		  who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.”
	 Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices,
		  together they sing for joy;
	 for in plain sight they see
		  the return of the Lord to Zion.
	 Break forth together into singing,
		  you ruins of Jerusalem;
	 for the Lord has comforted his people,
		  he has redeemed Jerusalem.
	 The Lord has bared his holy arm
		  before the eyes of all the nations;
	 and all the ends of the earth shall see
		  the salvation of our God.

Reader	 The Word of the Lord.
People 	 Thanks be to God.
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Sequence Hymn 87 “Hark! the herald angels sing”	 Mendelssohn
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Gospel Reading	 Luke 2:1-20

Deacon	 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People	 Glory be to thee, O Lord.

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This 
was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own 
towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to 
be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were 
there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then 
an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see–I am bringing you good news of great 
joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 
This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And 
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go 
now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So 
they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw 
this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed 
at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 
The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been 
told them.

Deacon	 The Gospel of the Lord.
People	 Praise be to thee, O Christ.

The Sermon

The Rev’d Beth Anne Nelson, Diocesan Missioner to Rice University
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The Nicene Creed
Celebrant	 We believe in one God,
People 		  the Father, the Almighty,
		  maker of heaven and earth,
		  of all that is, seen and unseen.

	 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
		  the only Son of God,
		  eternally begotten of the Father,
		  God from God, Light from Light,
		  true God from true God,
		  begotten, not made,
		  of one Being with the Father;
		  through him all things were made.
		  For us and for our salvation
			   he came down from heaven,
			   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
			   and became truly human.
			   For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
			   he suffered death and was buried.
			   On the third day he rose again
			   in accordance with the Scriptures;
			   he ascended into heaven
			   and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
			   He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
			   and his kingdom will have no end.

	 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
		  who proceeds from the Father,
		  who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
		  who has spoken through the prophets.
		  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
		  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
		  We look for the resurrection of the dead,
			   and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Prayers of the People
Reader	 Celebrating the birth of Christ, the Morning Star, who brings grace and salvation to all, let 

us place before God our own needs and those of the whole world.
	 We pray for the church here and throughout the world, that our worship and praise may give 

glory to God, and that our lives may bear witness to the peace proclaimed on this holy night 
by a multitude of angels. Morning Star,

People	 Fill our hearts with light divine.

Reader	 We pray for the peoples and nations of the earth, that the celebration of the birth of the 
Prince of Peace may encourage a new birth of righteousness and justice. Morning Star,

People	 Fill our hearts with light divine.

Reader	 We pray for those bowed down by injustice or despair, that the power of God and the 
zeal of God’s servants may break the rod of oppression and lift the yoke of life’s burdens. 
Morning Star,

People	 Fill our hearts with light divine.

Reader	 We pray for refugees and aliens, for unhoused people and all parents, that in them we may 
see the image of Mary and Joseph, and recognize the face of Christ. Morning Star,

People	 Fill our hearts with light divine.

Reader	 We pray for family and friends near and far, for the hospitalized and homebound, especially 
patients across the street at the Texas Medical Center, that the good news of Christmas 
may put to flight the shadows of fear and hail the dawn of light and joy. Morning Star,

People	 Fill our hearts with light divine.

Reader	 We pray for those gathered in worship here, that by the grace of Christ’s coming we may live 
upright and godly lives, and bear witness to our blessed hope for the Savior’s glorious return. 
Morning Star,

People	 Fill our hearts with light divine.

Reader	 We pray for those who have died in Christ, that the Savior whose appearing they longed for 
may gladden them with the vision of heaven’s glory. Morning Star,

People	 Fill our hearts with light divine.

The Celebrant adds this concluding Collect

O God, the source of eternal light: Shed forth thine unending day upon us who watch for thee, that 
our lips may praise thee, our lives may bless thee, and our worship in this season of Christmas may 
give thee glory; through Jesus Christ, the Morning Star. Amen.

The Peace
Celebrant	 The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People	 And with thy spirit.

Then the Ministers and People greet one another in the name of the Lord.
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The Holy Communion
The Celebrant begins the Offertory saying

Let us with gladness, on this Christmas Day, present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor to the Lord.

Those who have brought with them an offering are invited to place it in the offering plate 
that will be passed in the pews. Others are invited to make their financial contributions 
online at palmerchurch.org/give or by using this QR code.

Offertory Hymn 100 “Joy to the world!”	 Antioch
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The Doxology (Hymn 380, verse 3)	 Old 100th
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving
Celebrant	 The Lord be with you.
People	 And with thy spirit.
Celebrant	 Lift up your hearts.
People	 We lift them up unto the Lord.
Celebrant	 Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
People	 It is meet and right so to do.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds

It is very meet, right and our bounden duty, that we should at all times and in all places, give thanks 
unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God, because thou didst give Jesus Christ, thine 
only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy Ghost, was made very human of 
the substance of the Virgin Mary his mother; that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin and 
receive power to become thy children.
Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy 
glorious Name; evermore praising thee and saying,

Sanctus (Hymnal S-114)	 Willan

The people kneel or stand. Then the Celebrant continues

All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create heaven and earth, and didst make 
us in thine own image; and, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to take our 
nature upon him, and to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption. He made there a full and 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world; and did institute, and in his holy gospel command us to continue, 
a perpetual memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again.
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For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks to thee, he 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for you. Do 
this in remembrance of me.”
Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, 
“Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you, and for many, 
for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me.”
Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do celebrate and make, with these thy holy 
gifts which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to make; having in 
remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 
and looking for his coming again with power and great glory.
And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us and, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, 
to bless and sanctify these gifts of bread and wine, that they may be unto us the Body and Blood of 
thy dearly-beloved Son Jesus Christ.
And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
whereby we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies. Grant, we beseech 
thee, that all who partake of this Holy Communion may worthily receive the most precious Body and 
Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, and be filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction; and also that we 
and all thy whole Church may be made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him; 
through the same Jesus Christ our Lord;
By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all honor and glory be unto 
thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,
	 Our Father, 
People	 who art in heaven, 

	 hallowed be thy Name, 
	 thy kingdom come, 
	 thy will be done, 
		  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
	 as we forgive those 
		  who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
	 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
	 and the power, and the glory, 
	 for ever and ever. Amen.
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The Breaking of the Bread
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 

A period of silence is kept.

Fraction Anthem: Agnus Dei (Hymnal S-158) 		 Willan

The Celebrant says the following Invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
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Communion Music

Hymn 101 “Away in a manger”	 Cradle Song
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Hymn 109 “The first Nowell the angel did say” (verses 1-3, 6)	 	 The First Nowell

16



17



After communion, the Celebrant says
	 Let us pray.
 	 Almighty and everliving God, 
People 	 we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the 

spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very 
members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful 
people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly 
beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in 
that holy fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and 
glory, world without end. Amen.

The Priest gives the blessing

May Christ, who by the Incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, fill your hearts 
with joy and peace; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be 
amongst you and remain with you always. Amen.

The Deacon dismisses the people with these words

	 Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People	 Thanks be to God.

18



Closing Hymn 99 “Go, tell it on the mountain”	 Go Tell It on the Mountain

Postlude: In Dulci Jubilo  BWV 729� J.S. Bach 
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Dedication
The high altar candles for Christmas Eve are given 

in loving memory of Peter Lewis Chapman 
by Martha, Matthew, and Henry Chapman.

Musicians
Dr. Brady Knapp, Director of Music

David Ashley White, Composer-in-Residence
Ken Cowan, Organist and Artist-in-Residence

Laura Smith, Associate Organist
Ken Coleman, Guest Organist

The Palmer Adult Choir

Free parking is available every Sunday across Cambridge Street from the church in the Memorial 
Hermann Medical Plaza parking garage (6400 Fannin Street), with entrances on both Fannin Street 
and Main Street. Palmer has purchased this convenient parking and absorbed the cost to provide it 
to parishioners and guests. Simply bring the ticket you receive when entering the parking garage to 
the Welcome Table by the front entrance of the church. Then validate your parking ticket by using a 
machine located on that table. If you do not receive a parking ticket, or happen to misplace your ticket, 
please notify a parking attendant by pressing the button on the ticket machine as you exit. Upon 
exiting the parking garage, if the ticket machine indicates that you owe a fee, press the cancel button, 
and then insert your validated parking ticket into the machine. The gate will go up right away. Again, 
if you need assistance, please notify a parking attendant by pressing the button on the ticket machine.

Questions? Contact info@palmerchurch.org
www.palmerchurch.org

Christmas at Palmer
First Sunday after Christmas, December 28

8:00 am
Holy Eucharist

10:00 am
Christmas Lessons & Carols

with Holy Communion

Second Sunday after Christmas, January 4

8:00 am
Holy Eucharist

10:00 am
Choral Eucharist


