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Our mission is to know
and share the love of Jesus Christ



Welcome to Palmer, where our mission is 
to know and share the love of Jesus Christ.
We are a community of Christians worshiping in the Episcopal tradition, which 
has its roots in the practices of the ancient Church. We are a congregation that 
values not only eternal answers but also important questions. You are surrounded 
by the love of Jesus here this morning. Scan the QR code to the left or visit 
palmerchurch.org/connect to fill out a welcome card or a request for prayer.

COVID-19 Church Guidelines
Masking is optional, and we strongly encourage everyone to be up to date on vaccinations and boosters. 

Medical Center Guests
If you or a family member are here for care at the Texas Medical Center, please stop let us know how we can 
support you while you are in Houston by stopping at the Welcome Tent on Main Street by the front doors 
of the Church or contacting Suzie Dennis at sdennis@palmerchurch.org. You are also invited to our service 
in our chapel on Wednesdays at 11 AM, with prayers for healing and strength for patients and caregivers.

Receiving Holy Communion
If you are a baptized Christian of any tradition, you are invited to receive communion with us after the 
Breaking of the Bread. The consecrated bread will be placed in your outstretched hands. Those who require 
either grape juice or gluten-free bread and wine should let the minister of communion know. When the chalice 
of consecrated wine comes to you, you may sip from the chalice, or carefully dip part of the consecrated bread 
into the wine, or decline it. Rest assured that you will have made a full communion if you choose to receive 
the consecrated bread only, with nothing lacking in your experience of God’s grace today.

Receiving a Blessing
If you are not a baptized Christian, or your Christian tradition does not allow you to receive communion 
with us, we encourage you to come forward at the time of communion to receive a blessing. Simply cross your 
arms over your chest as someone approaches with the bread, and that person will know to give you a blessing 
instead of communion. In this way, everyone can participate in this part of the service.

Seeking Baptism
If you have never been baptized and desire to be immersed in grace and forgiveness as a follower of Jesus, 
please speak with a member of the clergy listed below or someone at the Welcome Table after this hour of 
worship. It would be a joy to baptize you as a Christian here at Palmer Memorial Episcopal Church.

Clergy and Liturgical Church Staff

The Rev’d Neil Alan Willard, Rector

The Rev’d Ryan Hawthorne, Curate

Roger Hutchison, Director of Christian  
                            Formation and Parish Life

Dr. Brady Knapp, Director of Music
Ken Cowan, Organist and Artist-in-Residence
Hannah Cen, Associate Organist
David Ashley White, Composer-in-Residence



The Word of God
All stand as the ministers of the liturgy enter.

Celebrant	 Bless the Lord who forgiveth all our sins:
People	 Whose mercy endureth forever.

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith:
Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This 
is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself. On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.

Celebrant	 Lord, have mercy upon us.
People 	 Christ, have mercy upon us.
Celebrant	 Lord, have mercy upon us.

The Collect of the Day
Celebrant	 The Lord be with you.
People 	 And with thy spirit.
Celebrant	 Let us pray.
O Almighty God, who alone canst order the unruly wills and affections of sinful humanity: Grant 
unto thy people that they may love the thing which thou commandest, and desire that which thou dost 
promise; that so, among the sundry and manifold changes of the world, our hearts may surely there be 
fixed where true joys are to be found; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
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The Lessons
First Reading	 Ezekiel 37:1-14

Reader	 A reading from the Prophet Ezekiel. 

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me down 
in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around them; there were very many lying 
in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O 
Lord God, you know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, 
hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, 
and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with 
skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.”

So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, 
and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had 
come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, 
“Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the 
four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” I prophesied as he commanded 
me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.

Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried 
up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the 
Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I 
will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your 
graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall 
live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will 
act,” says the Lord.

Reader	 The Word of the Lord.
People	 Thanks be to God.

Psalm 130	
	 Out of the depths have I called to you, O Lord; Lord, hear my voice; 
		  let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication.
	 If you, Lord, were to note what is done amiss, 
		  O Lord, who could stand?
	 For there is forgiveness with you; 
		  therefore you shall be feared.
 	 I wait for the Lord; my soul waits for him; 
		  in his word is my hope.
 	 My soul waits for the Lord, more than watchmen for the morning, 
		  more than watchmen for the morning.
 	 O Israel, wait for the Lord, 
		  for with the Lord there is mercy;
	 With him there is plenteous redemption, 
		  and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins.
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Gospel Reading	 John 11:17-44 
Priest	 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People	 Glory be to thee, O Lord.

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. Now Bethany was near 
Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them 
about their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed 
at home. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But even now 
I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 
Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I 
am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who 
lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you 
are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.”

When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, “The Teacher is 
here and is calling for you.” And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. Now Jesus had not 
yet come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. The Jews who were with her 
in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought 
that she was going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt 
at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” When Jesus saw 
her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply 
moved. He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” Jesus began to weep. 
So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of 
the blind man have kept this man from dying?”

Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. Jesus 
said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench 
because he has been dead four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see 
the glory of God?” So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you 
for having heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing 
here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, 
come out!” The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in 
a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

Priest	 The Gospel of the Lord.
People	 Praise be to thee, O Christ.

The Sermon
The Rev’d Ryan Hawthorne, Curate
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The Nicene Creed
Celebrant	 We believe in one God,
People 		  the Father, the Almighty,
		  maker of heaven and earth,
		  of all that is, seen and unseen.
	 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
		  the only Son of God,
		  eternally begotten of the Father,
		  God from God, Light from Light,
		  true God from true God,
		  begotten, not made,
		  of one Being with the Father;
		  through him all things were made.
		  For us and for our salvation
			   he came down from heaven,
			   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
			   and became truly human.
			   For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
			   he suffered death and was buried.
			   On the third day he rose again
			   in accordance with the Scriptures;
			   he ascended into heaven
			   and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
			   He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
			   and his kingdom will have no end.
	 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
		  who proceeds from the Father,
		  who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
		  who has spoken through the prophets.
		  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
		  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
		  We look for the resurrection of the dead,
			   and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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The Prayers of the People
The person appointed says

Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church and the world.

Almighty and everliving God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to make prayers, and supplications, 
and to give thanks for all people: Receive these our prayers which we offer unto thy divine Majesty, 
beseeching thee to inspire continually the Universal Church with the spirit of truth, unity, and concord; 
and grant that all those who do confess thy holy Name may agree in the truth of thy holy Word, and 
live in unity and godly love.

Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers, especially our bishops Andy, Jeff, Kai, 
and Héctor, and our priests Neil and Ryan, that they may, both by their life and doctrine, set forth thy 
true and lively Word, and rightly and duly administer thy holy Sacraments.

And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this congregation here present; that, 
with meek heart and due reverence, they may hear and receive thy holy Word, truly serving thee in 
holiness and righteousness all the days of their life. 

We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the authority of government in this and 
every land, especially Joe, President of the United States; Greg, Governor of Texas; and Sylvester, 
Mayor of Houston; that they may be led to wise decisions and right actions for the welfare and peace 
of the world.

Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy works, that, rejoicing in 
thy whole creation, they may honor thee with their substance, and be faithful stewards of thy bounty.

And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succor all those who, in this 
transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity, especially patients across the 
street in the Texas Medical Center, and those whom we name now with our lips or in our hearts.

Silence

And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith and fear, and those 
whom we name now with our lips or in our hearts.

Silence

We beseech thee to grant them continual growth in thy love and service; and to grant us grace so to 
follow the good examples of the Blessed Virgin Mary and of all thy saints, that with them we may be 
partakers of thy heavenly kingdom.

Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen.
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Confession of Sin
The Celebrant says

Ye who do truly and earnestly repent you of your sins, and are in love and charity with your neighbors, 
and intend to lead a new life, following the commandments of God, and walking from henceforth in his 
holy ways: Draw near with faith, and make your humble confession to Almighty God, devoutly kneeling.

Silence is kept.

Celebrant 	 Almighty God,
People 	 Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
	 maker of all things, judge of all people:
	 We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness,
	 which we from time to time most grievously have committed,
	 by thought, word, and deed, against thy divine Majesty,
	 provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation against us.
	 We do earnestly repent,
	 and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings;
	 the remembrance of them is grievous unto us,
	 the burden of them is intolerable.
	 Have mercy upon us,
	 have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;
	 for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake,
	 forgive us all that is past;
	 and grant that we may ever hereafter
	 serve and please thee in newness of life,
	 to the honor and glory of thy Name;
	 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Priest stands and says

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of sins to all 
those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy upon you, pardon and 
deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting 
life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him. 

Come unto me, all ye that travail and are heavy laden, and I will refresh you. Matthew 11:28

The Peace
Celebrant	 The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People	 And with thy spirit.

Then the Ministers and People greet one another in the name of the Lord.
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The Holy Communion
The Celebrant says this or another sentence of Scripture to begin the Offertory.

Live in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. Ephesians 5:2

Those who have brought with them an offering are invited to place it in the offering 
plate on the table in front of the chancel steps. Others are invited to make their financial 
contributions online at palmerchurch.org/give, by texting the key word “Palmer” and 
the dollar amount (for example, Palmer 100) to 73256, or by using this QR code.

The Great Thanksgiving

Celebrant	 The Lord be with you.
People	 And with thy spirit.
Celebrant	 Lift up your hearts.
People	 We lift them up unto the Lord.
Celebrant	 Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
People	 It is meet and right so to do.

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, give thanks 
unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who was 
in every way tempted as we are, yet did not sin; by whose grace we are able to triumph over every evil, 
and to live no longer unto ourselves, but unto him who died for us and rose again.
Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy 
glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying,

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts:
Heaven and earth are full of thy glory.
Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High.
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

All glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for that thou, of thy tender mercy, didst give 
thine only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption; who made there, by his 
one oblation of himself once offered, a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, 
for the sins of the whole world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a 
perpetual memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again.
For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks, he brake 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.”
Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, 
“Drink ye all of this; for this is my Blood of the New Testament, which is shed for you, and for many, 
for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me.”
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Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, according to the institution of thy dearly beloved Son our 
Savior Jesus Christ, we, thy humble servants, do celebrate and make here before thy divine Majesty, 
with these thy holy gifts, which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded us 
to make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, his mighty resurrection and 
glorious ascension; rendering unto thee most hearty thanks for the innumerable benefits procured 
unto us by the same.
And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us; and, of thy almighty goodness, 
vouchsafe to bless and sanctify, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, these thy gifts and creatures of bread 
and wine; that we, receiving them according to thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ’s holy institution, in 
remembrance of his death and passion, may be partakers of his most blessed Body and Blood.
And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving; most humbly beseeching thee to grant that, by the merits and death of thy Son Jesus 
Christ, and through faith in his blood, we, and all thy whole Church, may obtain remission of our 
sins, and all other benefits of his passion.
And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies, to be a reasonable, 
holy, and living sacrifice unto thee; humbly beseeching thee that we, and all others who shall be par-
takers of this Holy Communion, may worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son 
Jesus Christ, be filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction, and made one body with him, that he 
may dwell in us, and we in him.
And although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer unto thee any sacrifice, yet we 
beseech thee to accept this our bounden duty and service, not weighing our merits, but pardoning our 
offenses, through Jesus Christ our Lord;
By whom, and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all honor and glory be unto thee, O Father 
Almighty, world without end. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,

Celebrant	 Our Father, 
People	 who art in heaven, 

	 hallowed be thy Name, 
	 thy kingdom come, 
	 thy will be done, 
		  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
	 as we forgive those 
		  who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
	 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
	 and the power, and the glory, 
	 for ever and ever. Amen.
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The Breaking of the Bread

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.

Celebrant	 Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People	 Therefore let us keep the feast.

Celebrant 	 We do not presume
People 	 to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in 

thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs 
under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose property is always to have mercy. 
Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to 
drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.

The Celebrant says the following Invitation

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed 
on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

After communion, the Celebrant says

Let us pray.
Celebrant 	 Almighty and everliving God, 
People 	 we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the 

spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very 
members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful 
people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly 
beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in 
that holy fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and 
glory, world without end. Amen.

In lieu of a blessing, the celebrant says the following prayer and then dismisses the peoeple.

Unbind, most merciful God, thy people from those things that keep them from going forth and 
allowing themselves and others to see thy glory in the world. Amen.

	 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People	 Thanks be to God.
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Together, we pray
Please pray for these people:

Adeline Arning
Georgia Barton
Brad
Jack Browns
Danielle Cano-Dukas
Katie Courtney
Dan Cromack
Ruth Davies
Cynthia Everett
Rodica Gonzalez
Allison Gould
Chun Harvey

Billy and Joy Huber
Courtney, Peter, & Graham Holcomb
Jack
David Jordan
Elizabeth, Jeff, William, James, 

and Christian King
Jennifer Lewis
Jo Lyday
Michelle Lynn
Jacob Lynn
Gavin Marshall
Paul Martin

Samantha Schatte Mitchell
The Rev’d Liz Parker
Lisa Powell
Posey Raish
Michael Rybarski
Kellie Shaffer
Mimi Thobae
Spence Walton
Mimi & Kim Lopez-Waymer
Audray Worthing
Nolan, Adam and Hannah 

Zahradnik

Names remain on the list for two Sundays unless the request is renewed by contacting one of the coordinators of 
our Pastoral Care Ministry: Ruth Davies at rmmdavies@cebridge.net for Palmers or Suzie Dennis at sdennis@
palmerchurch.org for non-Palmers.

Please pray for expectant households:
The Zatcoff family

The Zwicker Family

Those expecting a child by birth or adoption are encouraged to contact Roger Hutchison at 
rwhutchison@palmerchurch.org.

Please pray for those in the armed forces:

Evan Adams
Nathan Adam
Michael Anderson
Gaston Baza
Travis Chambers
John Harrison
Connor Hurt

Jarrett Johnson
Christopher Kent
James King
Mike Martinez
Nate Miller
Andrew Nesom
Harrison Power

Jim Rosenbach
Adam Salvati
Matthew Van Arsdale
Ashley Waddle
Alex Walker
Taylor Wilby

Please pray for our congregation’s strategic planning process called Come. Be. Palmer.
Gracious God, as we accept the invitation to Come. Be. Palmer. and engage in strategic 

planning together, guide us in discerning your will for our congregation, that we may continue 
to share in the City of Houston the love of Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.

The columbarium flowers are given by Alice Illian-Masquelette to the glory of God on the occasion of her 
father’s 97th birthday March 27, 1926.

If you would like to make a special flower dedication please visit palmerchurch.org/give/flowerfund or fill 
out a flower envelope located in the narthex or bell tower entrance.


