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Welcome to Palmer, and Merry Christmas!

We are a community of Christians that worships in the Episcopal tradition, which has its roots in the 
practices of the ancient Church. We are a congregation that values not only eternal answers but also 
important questions. You are part of the great “We” that begins the Nicene Creed in this service, and we 
are grateful for your presence and your prayers. You are surrounded by the love of Jesus on this holy night. 

Christmas, of course, is not merely one night, it is a season in the life of the Church. It’s also a gift — 
the gift of God’s presence in the world and in our lives — that gives meaning to every day of every year. 
That gift strengthens us to look for moments of grace, to offer gestures of forgiveness, and to serve those 
suffering in the shadows of our neighborhoods and cities.

If you’re curious about our congregation and want to know more about it, please speak with 
someone at the Welcome Tent in front of the church and fill out a Welcome Card, which you 
can find in the pew racks, at the Welcome Tent, or by using this QR code.

Palmer’s services of worship, including the beautiful music you will enjoy this evening, and our ministries 
such as Bible studies, pastoral care, and outreach throughout the year are made possible because of the 
financial generosity of Palmer’s members and friends. I invite you, therefore, to keep that 
in mind when you make your Christmas offering, either placing your cash or check in the 
offering plates that will be passed in the pews in the middle of this service or making a 
financial contribution online at palmerchurch.org/give or texting the key word “Palmer” and 
the dollar amount (for example, Palmer 100) to 73256 or using this QR code.

Your generosity helps us open as wide as possible the doors of this parish church, where people can find love 
and acceptance, beauty and inspiration, and a spirit that respects the dignity of everyone created in God’s 
image. That includes you, whether you are feeling joyous, grieving a loss, or experiencing loneliness. We have been 
expecting you, and we are grateful that you are here with us. Christ was born for this — for us — for you.

— The Rev’d Neil Alan Willard, Rector of Palmer Memorial Episcopal Church

Receiving Holy Communion
If you are a baptized Christian of any tradition, you are invited to receive communion with us after the 
Breaking of the Bread. The consecrated bread will be placed in your outstretched hands. Those who require 
either grape juice or gluten-free bread and wine should let the minister of communion know. When the chalice 
of consecrated wine comes to you, you may sip from the chalice, or carefully dip part of the consecrated bread 
into the wine, or decline it. Rest assured that you will have made a full communion if you choose to receive 
the consecrated bread only, with nothing lacking in your experience of God’s grace on this Christmas Eve.

Receiving a Blessing
If you are not a baptized Christian, or your Christian tradition does not allow you to receive communion 
with us, we encourage you to come forward at the time of communion to receive a blessing. Simply cross your 
arms over your chest as someone approaches with the bread, and that person will know to give you a blessing 
instead of communion. In this way, everyone can participate in this part of the service. So we hope you will.
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Prelude: Jesu Bambino	 Pietro Yon

Introit: I wish I’ d been in Bethlehem	 Natalie Sleeth

The Word of God
Processional Hymn 83 “O come, all ye faithful” (verses 1-3, 6)	 Adeste fideles
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Celebrant	 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People	 And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hymn 96 “Angels we have heard on high” (verses 1 & 3)	 Gloria
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The Collect of the Day
Celebrant	 The Lord be with you.
People	 And also with you
Celebrant 	 Let us pray.

O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light: Grant that we, 
who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; where 
with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

The Lessons
First Reading	 Isaiah 9:2-7

Reader	 A reading from the Book of Isaiah.

	 The people who walked in darkness
		  have seen a great light;
	 those who lived in a land of deep darkness--
		  on them light has shined.
	 You have multiplied the nation,
		  you have increased its joy;
	 they rejoice before you
		  as with joy at the harvest,
		  as people exult when dividing plunder.
	 For the yoke of their burden,
		  and the bar across their shoulders,
		  the rod of their oppressor,
		  you have broken as on the day of Midian.
	 For all the boots of the tramping warriors
		  and all the garments rolled in blood
		  shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
	 For a child has been born for us,
		  a son given to us;
	 authority rests upon his shoulders;
		  and he is named
	 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
		  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
	 His authority shall grow continually,
		  and there shall be endless peace
	 for the throne of David and his kingdom.
		  He will establish and uphold it
	 with justice and with righteousness
		  from this time onward and forevermore.
	 The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

Reader	 The Word of the Lord.
People 	 Thanks be to God.
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Sequence Hymn 87 “Hark! the herald angels sing”	 Mendelssohn
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Gospel Reading	 Luke 2:1-20

Priest	 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People	 Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This 
was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own 
towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to 
be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were 
there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then 
an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good news of great 
joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 
This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And 
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to 
God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go 
now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So 
they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw 
this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at 
what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

Priest	 The Gospel of the Lord.
People	 Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon
The Rev’d Ryan Hawthorne, Associate Rector
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The Nicene Creed
Celebrant	 We believe in one God,
People 		  the Father, the Almighty,
		  maker of heaven and earth,
		  of all that is, seen and unseen.

	 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
		  the only Son of God,
		  eternally begotten of the Father,
		  God from God, Light from Light,
		  true God from true God,
		  begotten, not made,
		  of one Being with the Father;
		  through him all things were made.
		  For us and for our salvation
			   he came down from heaven,
			   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
			   and became truly human.
			   For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
			   he suffered death and was buried.
			   On the third day he rose again
			   in accordance with the Scriptures;
			   he ascended into heaven
			   and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
			   He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
			   and his kingdom will have no end.

	 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
		  who proceeds from the Father,
		  who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
		  who has spoken through the prophets.
		  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
		  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
		  We look for the resurrection of the dead,
			   and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Prayers of the People

Reader	 Celebrating the birth of Christ, the Morning Star, who brings grace and salvation to all, let 
us place before God our own needs and those of the whole world.

	 For the church here and throughout the world, that our worship and praise may give glory 
to God, and that our lives may bear witness to the peace proclaimed on this holy night by a 
multitude of angels. Morning Star,

People	 Fill our hearts with light divine.

Reader	 For the peoples and nations of the earth, that the celebration of the birth of the Prince of 
Peace may encourage a new birth of righteousness and justice. Morning Star,

People	 Fill our hearts with light divine.

Reader	 For those bowed down by injustice or despair, that the power of God and the zeal of God’s 
servants may break the rod of oppression and lift the yoke of life’s burdens. Morning Star,

People	 Fill our hearts with light divine.

Reader	 For refugees and aliens, for unhoused people and all parents, that in them we may see the 
image of Mary and Joseph, and recognize the face of Christ. Morning Star,

People	 Fill our hearts with light divine.

Reader	 For family and friends near and far, for the hospitalized and homebound, especially patients 
across the street at the Texas Medical Center, that the good news of Christmas may put to 
flight the shadows of fear and hail the dawn of light and joy. Morning Star,

People	 Fill our hearts with light divine.

Reader	 For those gathered in worship here, that by the grace of Christ’s coming we may live upright and 
godly lives, and bear witness to our blessed hope for the Savior’s glorious return. Morning Star,

People	 Fill our hearts with light divine.

Reader	 For those who have died in Christ, that the Savior whose appearing they longed for may 
gladden them with the vision of heaven’s glory. Morning Star,

People	 Fill our hearts with light divine.

The Celebrant adds this concluding Collect

O God, the source of eternal light: Shed forth your unending day upon us who watch for you, that 
our lips may praise you, our lives may bless you, and our worship in this season of Christmas may give 
you glory; through Jesus Christ, the Morning Star. Amen.

The Peace
Celebrant	 The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People	 And also with you.

Then the Ministers and People greet one another in the name of the Lord.
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The Holy Communion
The Celebrant begins the Offertory saying

Let us with gladness, on this Christmas Eve, present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor to the Lord.

Those who have brought with them an offering are invited to place it in the offering plate 
that will be passed in the pews. Others are invited to make their financial contributions 
online at palmerchurch.org/give or by texting the key word “Palmer” and the dollar 
amount (for example, Palmer 100) to 73256 or by using this QR code.

Offertory Anthem: Christmas Lullaby 	 John Rutter

Clear in the darkness a light shines in 
Bethlehem
Angels are singing their sound fills the air
Wise men have journeyed to greet their Messiah
But only a mother and baby lie there
Ave Maria, Ave Maria Hear the soft lullaby
The angel host sing Ave Maria, Ave Maria
Maiden and Mother Of Jesus our King
Where are his courtiers and who are his people,
Why does he bear neither sceptre nor crown
Shepherds his courtiers the poor for his people
With peace as his sceptre and love for his crown

Ave Maria, Ave Maria Hear the soft lullaby
The angel host sing Ave Maria, Ave Maria
Maiden and Mother Of Jesus our King
What though your treasures are not gold or 
incense
Lay them before him with hearts full of love
Praise to the Christ child and praise to his 
mother
Who born us a saviour by grace from above
Ave Maria, Ave Maria Hear the soft lullaby
The angel host sing Ave Maria, Ave Maria
Maiden and Mother Of Jesus our King

The Doxology (Hymn 380, verse 3)	 Old 100th
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

Celebrant	 The Lord be with you.
People 	 And also with you.
Celebrant 	 Lift up your hearts.
People	 We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People	 It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the 
mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfectly human of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; 
so that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become your children.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
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Sanctus S-130	 Schubert
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We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; 
in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all 
in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the 
Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and 
made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into 
righteousness, out of death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks 
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given 
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from 
your creation, this bread and this wine. 
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament 
of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that 
we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put 
all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your 
saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your children; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the 
firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Celebrant	 Our Father, 
People	 who art in heaven, 

	 hallowed be thy Name, 
	 thy kingdom come, 
	 thy will be done, 
		  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
	 as we forgive those 
		  who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
	 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
	 and the power, and the glory, 
	 for ever and ever. Amen.
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The Breaking of the Bread
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.

Agnus Dei S-164 		  Schubert

The Celebrant says the following Invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed 
on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
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Communion Music

Anthem: Lord that descendest, Holy Child	 Eric Gritton

Lord that descendest, Holy Child,
Dwelling amongst us, Word of God,
Thee we adore.

Jesus our Gospel, Way and Truth,
Master and Lover, Light and Life,
Thee we adore.

Saviour, uplifted, Man for men,
Shamed and slaughtered, Lamb of God,
Thee we adore.

Christ the immortal Risen Lord,
Christ that ascended, King of kings,
Thee we adore.

Throned in the highest, Very Man,
Alpha, Omega, God of gods,
Thee we adore.

Lord ever blessed, God most high,
Lord ever blessed, God with us,
Thee we adore. Thee we adore.

Anthem: Love divine, all loves excelling	 Howard Goodall
Love divine, all loves excelling, joy of heaven to earth come down,

Fix in us thy humble dwelling, all thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesus, thou art all compassion, pure, unbounded love thou art;

Visit us with thy salvation, enter every trembling heart.
Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit into every troubled breast;

Let us all in thee inherit, let us find the promised rest.
Take away the love of sinning, Alpha and Omega be;
End of faith, as its beginning, set our hearts at liberty.
Come, almighty to deliver, let us all thy life receive,

Suddenly return, and never, nevermore thy temples leave.
Thee we would be always blessing, serve thee as thy hosts above,
Pray and praise thee without ceasing, glory in thy perfect love.

Finish then thy new creation, pure and spotless let us be;
Let us see thy great salvation perfectly restored in thee.

Changed from glory into glory, till in heaven we take our place,
Till we cast our crowns before thee, lost in wonder, love and praise.
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Hymn 102 “Once in royal David’s city” (Choir verse 1; All for verses 2, 5, 6)	 Irby
Catherine Yu, soloist (First Verse)
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Hymn 78 “O little town of Bethlehem” (vs. 1-3, 5)	 Forest Green
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Hymn 111 “Silent night”	 Stille Nacht



After communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.
Celebrant 	 Eternal God, heavenly Father,
People 	 you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us 
now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you

	 with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Celebrant gives the festal blessing:

May Christ, who by the Incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, fill your hearts 
with joy and peace; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 
upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen.

Celebrant	 Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People	 Thanks be to God.



Closing Hymn 100 “Joy to the world!”	 Antioch

Postlude: Toccata on Antioch� Pamela Decker 



Dedication
The high altar candles for Christmas Eve are given 

in loving memory of Peter Lewis Chapman 
by Martha, Matthew, and Henry Chapman.

Musicians
Dr. Brady Knapp, Director of Music
Valentina Huang, Associate Organist
St. Nicholas & St. Gregory Choirs

Courtney Daniell-Knapp, Director of Children’s Music

Sacred Arts Intern
Laura Newcombe

Questions? Contact info@palmerchurch.org
www.palmerchurch.org

Christmas at Palmer
Christmas Day, December 25

10:00 am
Holy Eucharist, Rite I

First Sunday after Christmas, December 31

10:00 am
Christmas Lessons & Carols

with Holy Communion, Rite I 

First Sunday after the Epiphany, January 7

7:30 am
Holy Eucharist, Rite I 

9:00 am
Choral Eucharist, Rite II

11:15 am
Choral Eucharist, Rite I


