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Our mission is to know
and share the love of Jesus Christ



Welcome to Palmer, where our mission is 
to know and share the love of Jesus Christ.
We are a community of Christians worshiping in the Episcopal tradition, which 
has its roots in the practices of the ancient Church. We are a congregation that 
values not only eternal answers but also important questions. You are surrounded 
by the love of Jesus here this morning. Scan the QR code to the left or visit 
palmerchurch.org/connect to fill out a welcome card or a request for prayer.

COVID-19 Church Guidelines
Masking is optional, and we strongly encourage everyone to be up to date on vaccinations and boosters. 

Medical Center Guests
If you or a family member are here for care at the Texas Medical Center, please stop let us know how we can 
support you while you are in Houston by stopping at the Welcome Tent on Main Street by the front doors 
of the Church or contacting Suzie Dennis at sdennis@palmerchurch.org. You are also invited to our service 
in our chapel on Wednesdays at 11 AM, with prayers for healing and strength for patients and caregivers.

Receiving Holy Communion
If you are a baptized Christian of any tradition, you are invited to receive communion with us after the 
Breaking of the Bread. The consecrated bread will be placed in your outstretched hands. Those who require 
either grape juice or gluten-free bread and wine should let the minister of communion know. When the chalice 
of consecrated wine comes to you, you may sip from the chalice, or carefully dip part of the consecrated bread 
into the wine, or decline it. Rest assured that you will have made a full communion if you choose to receive 
the consecrated bread only, with nothing lacking in your experience of God’s grace today.

Receiving a Blessing
If you are not a baptized Christian, or your Christian tradition does not allow you to receive communion 
with us, we encourage you to come forward at the time of communion to receive a blessing. Simply cross your 
arms over your chest as someone approaches with the bread, and that person will know to give you a blessing 
instead of communion. In this way, everyone can participate in this part of the service.

Receiving Prayer
If you would like someone to pray for you, members of the Order of St. Luke will be available for that near the 
front doors after you receive communion or a blessing, or at the communion rail after the end of the service.

Seeking Baptism
If you have never been baptized and desire to be immersed in grace and forgiveness as a follower of Jesus, 
please speak with a member of the clergy listed below or someone at the Welcome Table after this hour of 
worship. It would be a joy to baptize you as a Christian here at Palmer Memorial Episcopal Church.

Clergy and Liturgical Church Staff

The Rev’d Neil Alan Willard, Rector

The Rev’d Ryan Hawthorne, Curate

Roger Hutchison, Director of Christian  
                            Formation and Parish Life

Dr. Brady Knapp, Director of Music
Ken Cowan, Organist and Artist-in-Residence
Hannah Cen, Associate Organist
David Ashley White, Composer-in-Residence



Prelude: Air Gerre Hancock

The Word of God

Processional Hymn 381 “Thy strong word did cleave the darkness” Ton-y Botel

1



Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hymn 421 “All glory be to God” Allein Gott in der Höh

The Collect of the Day

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People  And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.
Set us free, O God, from the bondage of our sins, and give us the liberty of that abundant life which 
you have made known to us in your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
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The Lessons

First Reading Isaiah 58:1-12
Reader A reading from the Prophet Isaiah. 
Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Announce to my people their rebellion, 
to the house of Jacob their sins. Yet day after day they seek me and delight to know my ways, as if they 
were a nation that practiced righteousness and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; they ask of 
me righteous judgments, they delight to draw near to God.
“Why do we fast, but you do not see? Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” Look, you serve 
your own interest on your fast day, and oppress all your workers. Look, you fast only to quarrel and to 
fight and to strike with a wicked fist. Such fasting as you do today will not make your voice heard on 
high. Is such the fast that I choose, a day to humble oneself? Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, 
and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to the Lord? Is not this the 
fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed 
go free, and to break every yoke? Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless 
poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own 
kin? Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; your 
vindicator shall go before you, the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard. Then you shall call, and 
the Lord will answer; you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am.
If you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, if you offer 
your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light shall rise in the darkness 
and your gloom be like the noonday. The Lord will guide you continually, and satisfy your needs in 
parched places, and make your bones strong; and you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of 
water, whose waters never fail. Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of 
many generations; you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to live in.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 112:1-9 (sung by choir) Plainchant
 Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the Lord 
  and have great delight in his commandments!
  Their descendants will be mighty in the land; 
  the generation of the upright will be blessed.
  Wealth and riches will be in their house, 
  and their righteousness will last for ever.
  Light shines in the darkness for the upright; 
  the righteous are merciful and full of compassion.
  It is good for them to be generous in lending 
  and to manage their affairs with justice.
  For they will never be shaken; 
  the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance.
  They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; 
  their heart is right; they put their trust in the Lord.
  Their heart is established and will not shrink, 
  until they see their desire upon their enemies.
  They have given freely to the poor, 
  and their righteousness stands fast for ever; they will hold up their head with honor.

During the 10:00 AM liturgy, children of all ages are invited to process out of the worship space for Liturgy 
Preparation. After learning, praying, and singing together, the children return at the Peace to receive communion 
with their families.

Sequence Hymn 711 “Seek ye first the kingdom of God” Seek Ye First
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Gospel Reading Matthew 5:13-20

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? 
It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot.

“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting a lamp puts 
it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same 
way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your 
Father in heaven.

“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to abolish but to 
fulfill. For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, 
will pass from the law until all is accomplished. Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these 
commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but 
whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you, 
unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom 
of heaven.”

Priest The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon

The Rev’d Ryan Hawthorne, Curate
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The Nicene Creed

Celebrant We believe in one God,
People   the Father, the Almighty,
  maker of heaven and earth,
  of all that is, seen and unseen.

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
  the only Son of God,
  eternally begotten of the Father,
  God from God, Light from Light,
  true God from true God,
  begotten, not made,
  of one Being with the Father.
  Through him all things were made.
  For us and for our salvation
  he came down from heaven:
  by the power of the Holy Spirit
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
  and was made man.
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
  he suffered death and was buried.
  On the third day he rose again
  in accordance with the Scriptures;
  he ascended into heaven
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
  and his kingdom will have no end.

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
  He has spoken through the Prophets.
  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
  We look for the resurrection of the dead,
  and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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The Prayers of the People

The Leader and People pray responsively

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.
For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.

For Joe, President of the United States; Greg, Governor of Texas; Sylvester, Mayor of Houston; and for 
this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

For patients across the street in the Texas Medical Center; and for all who are in danger, sorrow, or 
any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.

For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

For Andy, Jeff, Kai, and Héctor, our bishops; Neil and Ryan, our priests; and for all bishops and other 
ministers;
For all who serve God in the Church.

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.
Silence

The People may add their own petitions

Hear us, Lord;
For your mercy is great.

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.
Silence

The People may add their own thanksgivings

We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.
Silence. 

The People may add their own petitions

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.

The Celebrant adds this concluding Collect

Grant us, Lord, the lamp of charity which never fails, that it may burn in us and shed its light on those 
around us, and that by its brightness we may have a vision of that holy City, where dwells the true and 
never-failing Light, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Confession of Sin
The Celebrant says

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Those who are able may kneel, and silence is kept.

Celebrant  Most merciful God,
People  we confess that we have sinned against you
 in thought, word, and deed,
 by what we have done,
 and by what we have left undone.
 We have not loved you with our whole heart;
 we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
 We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
 For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
 have mercy on us and forgive us;
 that we may delight in your will,
 and walk in your ways,
 to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Priest stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

Blessing of Palmer’s Scouting Units

Today is Scout Sunday, and there are three Scouting programs offered here at Palmer through Pack 
511, Troop 511, and Troop 1511. These include both boys and girls, and are Inclusive Scouting Units, 
which is to say that the units are LGBT inclusive. That is an important value to us as a congregation 
because it reflects God’s love for all people in our church and in our community.

Blessing of Palmer’s Vestry

The Vestry is the legal representative of the parish with regard to all matters pertaining to its corporate 
property. The number of Vestry members varies from parish to parish, although the Rector always is 
the presiding officer of the Vestry, per the canons of the Episcopal Church. Palmer’s Vestry includes 
15 elected Vestry members from the congregation. Each year in January, five new Vestry members are 
elected for three-year terms at our Annual Parish Meeting. Our newly elected Vestry members this 
year are Jeanine Baker, Kip Krause, David Madrigal, Michael Massey, and Dick Viebig.
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The Holy Communion
The Celebrant says this or another sentence of Scripture to begin the Offertory.

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. Ephesians 5:2

Those who have brought with them an offering are invited to place it in the offering 
plate by the altar. Others are invited to make their financial contributions online 
at palmerchurch.org/give or by texting the key word “Palmer” and the dollar 
amount (for example, Palmer 100) to 73256 or by using this QR code.

Offertory Anthem: The Lord is my light  Peter Hallock
The Lord is my light, the refuge of my life and my salvation; of whom then shall I be afraid? 

If I take the wings of the morning, or go up into heaven, your right hand will hold me. 
In the shadow of your wings I will rejoice and bless your holy Name;
 and I will sing of your Glory, O Lord my strength, as long as I live.

The Doxology (Hymn 380, verse 3) Old 100th
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise.
Glory to you for ever and ever.

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the 
planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.
By your will they were created and have their being.

9



From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, reason, 
and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and 
we turned against one another.
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your righteous 
Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open 
for us the way of freedom and peace.
By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed.

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, 
and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them your 
glory, in their unending hymn:
Sanctus S-130 Schubert
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And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and the Spirit, 
now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus 
Christ our Lord.

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his friends, 
and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood 
of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving,
We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming.

Lord God of our Ancestors: God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God of Tamar, Rahab, and Ruth; God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us 
from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not 
for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may 
worthily serve the world in his name.
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with you 
and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to generation. AMEN.

11



And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Celebrant Our Father, 
People who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.

Agnus Dei S-164   Schubert
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The Celebrant says the following Invitation

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed 
on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Anthem: Psalm 8  arr. Gerre Hancock

O Lord, our Governor, how excellent is thy name
in all the world! who hast set thy glory above the
heavens. Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings
hast thou ordained strength because of thine
enemies, that thou mightest still the enemy and
the avenger. When I consider thy heavens, the
work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which
thou hast ordained; What is man, that thou art
mindful of him? and the son of man, that thou
visitest him? Thou madest him lower than the
angels, to crown him with glory and worship. 

Thou makest him to have dominion over the 
works of thy hands; thou hast put all things in 
subjection under his feet: All sheep and oxen, 
yea, and the beasts of the field;  The fowls of 
the air, and the fish of the sea, and whatsoever 
passeth through the paths of the seas. O Lord 
our Governor, how excellent is thy name in all 
the world!
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning is now 
and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Anthem: Who was the man? Katherine K. Davis

O who was the man, two thousand years ago
Who walked in Galilee, Who said to the 
fishermen mending their nets, “Rise up and 
follow me. O rise up and follow me.” 

They who followed him down through village 
and town, And wondered at the words he said As 
he healed the lame and the sick and blind, And 
even raised the dead. “O rise up and follow me.” 

They followed him into a garden at night, Then 
up to a cross on the hill, And when he was laid 
in a stony tomb, they seemed to hear him still. 
“O rise up and follow me.”

That man who arose from the stony tomb Is here 
and alive today. Like friends you could meet in 
a crowded street, And then you’d hear him say, 
“O rise up and follow me.

Hymn 7 “Christ, whose glory fills the skies” Ratisbon
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Hymn 505 “O Spirit of Life, O Spirit of God” O heiliger Geist
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When Eucharistic Visitors take communion to the shut-in and infirm:

Celebrant In the name of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that those to 
whom you go may share with us in the communion of Christ’s body and blood.

People We, who are many, are one body, because we all share one bread, one cup.

After communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.

Celebrant  Eternal God, heavenly Father,
People  you have graciously accepted us as living members
 of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
 and you have fed us with spiritual food
 in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
 Send us now into the world in peace,
 and grant us strength and courage
 to love and serve you
 with gladness and singleness of heart;
 through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Priest blesses the people saying

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and 
love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.

The Celebrant dismisses the people with these words

 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
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Closing Hymn 410 “Praise, my soul, the King of heaven” Lauda anima

Postlude: Grand Choeur Alla Handel in D Major Alexandre Guilmant 
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Together, we pray
Please pray for these people:

Easton Allen
Clifford Arnebeck
Adeline Arning
Georgia Barton
John Beckerly
Mary Broussard
Jack Browns
John Calvert
Danielle Cano-Dukas
Carmen Brassfield Conaway
Katie Courtney
Dan Cromack
Tina & Ricky Cruz
Kristie Curtis
Ruth Davies
Lauren and Chris Davis
Halley Erickson
Cynthia Everett
Laura Everhart
Julian Gascoyne
Hilda Gomez
Allison Gould

Peter Hatten
James Hesterly
Melvyn Huckaby
Courtney, Peter, & Graham Holcomb
David Jordan
Elizabeth, Jeff, William, James, 

and Christian King
David Lapp
Jennifer Lewis
Marcos de Souza Lima
Jo Lyday
Berta Maestef
Gavin Marshall
Paul Martin
Michael McKinley
Samantha Schatte Mitchell
Hashim Musa
Alexander Nelson-Fryar
Bill Newchurch
The Rev’d Liz Parker
Yamy Lec Perez
Harry Powe

Marsha Powe
Lisa Powell
Jennifer Rabb
Posey Raish
Maria de Nazare & Michele Rios
Jo Anne Ritacca
Michael Rybarski
Kellie Shaffer
Rick Sheridan
Susan Shivers
Roxane & Michael Short
Sandy, Julian, Nick, Snyder
Tim T and family
Spence Walton
Charles & Shirley Watkins
Mimi & Kim Lopez-Waymer
Josephine White
Casey Whitmer
Brooke Wilson
Audray Worthing
Ruth Yarbrough
Zach, Sam, Carrie

Names remain on the list for two Sundays unless the request is renewed by contacting one of the coordinators of 
our Pastoral Care Ministry: Ruth Davies at rmmdavies@cebridge.net for Palmers or Suzie Dennis at sdennis@
palmerchurch.org for non-Palmers.

Please pray for newly wedded couples:
Elizabeth Ann Mroz and Bridgette Ann Begle

Please pray for expectant households:
The Zatcoff family

The Zwicker Family

Those expecting a child by birth or adoption are encouraged to contact Roger Hutchison at 
rwhutchison@palmerchurch.org.

Please pray for those in the armed forces:

Evan Adams
Nathan Adam
Michael Anderson
Gaston Baza
Travis Chambers
John Harrison
Connor Hurt

Jarrett Johnson
Christopher Kent
James King
Mike Martinez
Nate Miller
Andrew Nesom
Harrison Power

Jim Rosenbach
Adam Salvati
Matthew Van Arsdale
Ashley Waddle
Alex Walker
Taylor Wilby

The Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Mark James Davies by the Davies Family.

If you would like to make a special flower dedication please visit palmerchurch.org/give/flowerfund or fill 
out a flower envelope located in the narthex or bell tower entrance.



Now - February 19

8:00 AM
Holy Eucharist, Rite I

10:00 AM
Choral Eucharist, Rite II

4:00 PM
Holy Eucharist

St. Bede’s Chapel

Sunday Service Schedule
February 26 - May 21

7:30 AM
Holy Eucharist, Rite I

9:00 AM
Choral Eucharist, Rite II

11:15 AM
Choral Eucharist, Rite I

Shrove Tuesday Block Party
Tuesday, February 21
4:00 PM - 7:00 PM

Ashes-To-Go
Ash Wednesday, February 22

7:00 AM - 7:00 PM

Upcoming Events
Ash Wednesday Services

Wednesday, February 22
7:00 AM, Noon, and 7:00 PM

Stations of the Cross
Every Friday in Lent

Noon


