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Chronicles of the King—Our Last Hope: Josiah 

 

 

 
 
As We Gather 

Though we call Jesus King of kings, we often do not focus much on the nature of His 

kingdom. Today we continue our Lenten midweek series exploring how the kings of Judah 

are a shadow of Christ, the King of kings, who sits upon the throne of David, His father, 

forever. Each of the kings in Chronicles points us to Christ, who fulfills all the kingly 

promises which the kings of Judah were unable to realize in themselves. Today we consider 

Josiah, quite literally the last good king to reign over Judah until the Lord Jesus. He came 

to the throne after two of the worst kings Judah had ever known. The temple was in 

disrepair and the people worshiped Baal and Asheroth. Even as a boy, Josiah walked in the 

ways of David, his ancestor. The renewal of the faith provided a time of great blessing, but 

the hope of God’s people was and remains not in an earthly ruler, but a heavenly King, 

strong enough to save and redeem us from sin and death. 
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THE ORDER OF VESPERS 

 
Prelude and Fugue in C Minor, BWV 549                                Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 

 

Der am Kreuz                                                                        George Theophilus Miles (1913-1988) 

 

Aus tiefer Not schrei ich zu dir 

Phrygische Melodie                                                                 Samuel Scheidt (1587-1654) 

Cantus Firmus im Sopran                                       Friedrich Wilhelm Zachau (1663-1712) 

 

Alle Menschen müssen sterben, BWV 643                               Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 

Jesu meines Lebens Leben 

 

Joyous Light of Glory                                                Setting by John A. Behnke, ASCAP (b. 1953) 

 

Toccata in D Minor                                                                       George Balch Nevin (1892-1943) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Jeff White, CAGO is the Minister of Music and Organist at Trinity Lutheran Church, located in the 

Soulard neighborhood of St. Louis.  He earned a Master of Church Music degree with an emphasis 

in Organ at Concordia University Wisconsin.  Jeff also has been a handbell ringer in the Gateway 

Ringers since 1999, and is a recently published composer.  He has led workshops in handbell 

ringing and has served on the boards of the Gateway Ringers, Handbell Musicians of America 

(Area 8 - Missouri), and the American Guild of Organists St. Louis Chapter.  During the day, Jeff 

works as a lead business analyst for Mastercard.  He has two adult sons who also live in the area. 
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THE ORDER OF VESPERS 
 

P = Pastor * = Stand C = Congregation 
 

Opening Voluntary 
 

*Versicles 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 

 
 

*Psalm  Psalm 30; 8-10 

P  8To you, O LORD, I cry, 

C  And to the Lord I plead for mercy: 
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P  9“What profit is there in my death, if I go down to the pit? 

C  Will the dust praise you? Will it tell of your faithfulness? 
 

P  10Hear, O LORD, and be merciful to me! 

C  O LORD, be my helper!” 

Hymn                                                                   LSB 429 We Sing the Praise of Him Who Died 

 

 

 
 

5 The balm of life, the cure of woe, The measure and the pledge of love, 

The sinner’s refuge here below, The angels’ theme in heav’n above. 
 

6 To Christ, who won for sinners grace By bitter grief and anguish sore, 

Be praise from all the ransomed race  Forever and forevermore. 

 

First Reading 2 Chronicles 34:1–3; 35:20–27 

  1Josiah was eight years old when he began to reign, and he reigned thirty-one years in 

Jerusalem. 2And he did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, and walked in the ways of 

David his father; and he did not turn aside to the right hand or to the left. 3For in the eighth 

year of his reign, while he was yet a boy, he began to seek the God of David his father, and 

in the twelfth year he began to purge Judah and Jerusalem of the high places, the Asherim, 

and the carved and the metal images. 

 20After all this, when Josiah had prepared the temple, Neco king of Egypt went up to 

fight at Carchemish on the Euphrates and Josiah went out to meet him. 21But he sent envoys 

to him, saying, “What have we to do with each other, king of Judah? I am not coming 

against you this day, but against the house with which I am at war. And God has 
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commanded me to hurry. Cease opposing God, who is with me, lest he destroy you.” 
22Nevertheless, Josiah did not turn away from him, but disguised himself in order to fight 

with him. He did not listen to the words of Neco from the mouth of God, but came to fight 

in the plain of Megiddo. 23And the archers shot King Josiah. And the king said to his 

servants, “Take me away, for I am badly wounded.” 24So his servants took him out of the 

chariot and carried him in his second chariot and brought him to Jerusalem. And he died 

and was buried in the tombs of his fathers. All Judah and Jerusalem mourned for Josiah. 
25Jeremiah also uttered a lament for Josiah; and all the singing men and singing women 

have spoken of Josiah in their laments to this day. They made these a rule in Israel; behold, 

they are written in the Laments. 26Now the rest of the acts of Josiah, and his good deeds 

according to what is written in the Law of the LORD, 27and his acts, first and last, behold, 

they are written in the Book of the Kings of Israel and Judah. 
  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Second Reading Revelation 21:1–6b 

  1Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had 

passed away, and the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming 

down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And I heard 

a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He 

will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as 

their God. 4He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, 

neither shall there be mourning nor crying nor pain anymore, for the former things have 

passed away.” 

  5And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” 

Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6And he said to 

me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I 

will give from the spring of the water of life without payment. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

*Third Reading John 10:11–18 

  11[Jesus said:] “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the 

sheep. 12He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the 

wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 
13He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 14I am the good 

shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15just as the Father knows me and I know 

the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16And I have other sheep that are not of 

this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one 

flock, one shepherd. 17For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that 

I may take it up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I 
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have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This charge I have 

received from my Father.” 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

*Responsory For Lent 

P Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my salvation. 

C Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me. 
 
P In You, O Lord, do I put my trust, leave me not, O Lord, my God. 

C Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me. 
 
P Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my salvation. 

C Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me. 

 

Apostles’ Creed  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 

and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the 

dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T 

everlasting. Amen. 
 

 

Hymn     LSB 427 In the Cross of Christ I Glory 
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Sermon “Our Last Hope – Josiah” (II Chronicles 34:1-3; 35:20-27) 
 

Sermon Notes: 

 

 

 

Gathering of the Offering  Please fill out an attendance card and place it in the offering plate 
 

Voluntary 
 

*Kyrie  

 
 

*Prayers 
 

*Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the 

power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

*Benedicamus  

P Let us bless the Lord. 

 
 

*Benediction  

P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
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*Hymn to Depart                                                                      LSB 436 Go to Dark Gethsemane 

 

 

 

 
 
*Silent Prayer 

 

Closing Voluntary 
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