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ORGAN RECITAL 

 

Prelude and Fugue in A Minor                                                                                  John A. Behnke 

Christ, the Life of All the Living                                                                 Georg Philipp Telemann 

Three Preludes for Lent                                                                                             Jacob B. Weber 

Congregation sings stanza 1 of the hymn following each prelude. 

1. LSB 425 “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” 

2. LSB 439 “O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken” 

3. LSB 451 “Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted” 

Sonata II                                                                                                              Felix Mendelssohn 

1. Grave 

2. Adagio 

Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart – Johann Krebs 

 

Jacob Weber, Organ 
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THE ORDER OF VESPERS 
WITH HOLY COMMUNION 

 

CHRIST'S BODY AND BLOOD, for the forgiveness of sins, are truly present in, with, and under the bread 

and wine in the Sacrament of the Altar. Due to theological differences among Christians regarding beliefs 

about this Supper, only confirmed members of an LCMS church are invited to the Lord's table. Ask a pastor 

if you have questions or concerns. Please register your taking of communion on your attendance card. 
 
P = Pastor * = Stand C = Congregation 
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*Confession and Absolution                                                                                    Psalm 51:1–9 

P Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your steadfast love; 

C According to Your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. 
  

P Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 

C And cleanse me from my sin! 
  

P For I know my transgressions, 

C And my sin is ever before me. 
  

P Against You, You only, have I sinned and done what is evil in Your sight, 

C So that You may be justified in Your words and blameless in Your judgment. 
  

P Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, 

C And in sin did my mother conceive me. 
  

P Behold, You delight in truth in the inward being, 

C And You teach me wisdom in the secret heart. 
  

P Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 

C Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
  

P Let me hear joy and gladness; 

C Let the bones that You have broken rejoice. 
  

P Hide Your face from my sins, 

C And blot out all my iniquities. 
  

P On this day of ashes, we reflect on our sin-filled lives and seek God’s forgiveness. 

  

Silence is observed. 
 
P Most merciful Father in heaven, 

C I am a sinner. I have no one to blame. The fault is my own. I deserve to be 

punished. I am truly sorry for my sins. Yet, for the sake of the loving sacrifice of 

Your only Son, Jesus Christ, I dare to beg for Your forgiveness. Remove from 

me the guilt of my sin and wash me that I may be whole again. Help me to be 

faithful today, tomorrow, and every day, by the power of Your Holy Spirit. 

  

P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy on us and has given His only Son 

to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained servant 

of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Hymn                                                                    LSB 425 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 

 

 

 
 

Old Testament  1 Chronicles 21:1–2, 7–19, 26–27 

  1Then Satan stood against Israel and incited David to number Israel. 2So David said 

to Joab and the commanders of the army, “Go, number Israel, from Beersheba to Dan, and 

bring me a report, that I may know their number.” 

  7But God was displeased with this thing, and he struck Israel. 8And David said to God, 

“I have sinned greatly in that I have done this thing. But now, please take away the iniquity 

of your servant, for I have acted very foolishly.” 9And the LORD spoke to Gad, David’s 

seer, saying, 10“Go and say to David, ‘Thus says the LORD, Three things I offer you; choose 

one of them, that I may do it to you.’” 11So Gad came to David and said to him, “Thus says 

the LORD, ‘Choose what you will: 12either three years of famine, or three months of 

devastation by your foes while the sword of your enemies overtakes you, or else three days 

of the sword of the LORD, pestilence on the land, with the angel of the LORD destroying 

throughout all the territory of Israel.’ Now decide what answer I shall return to him who 

sent me.” 13Then David said to Gad, “I am in great distress. Let me fall into the hand of the 

LORD, for his mercy is very great, but do not let me fall into the hand of man.” 

  14So the LORD sent a pestilence on Israel, and 70,000 men of Israel fell. 15And God 

sent the angel to Jerusalem to destroy it, but as he was about to destroy it, the LORD saw, 

and he relented from the calamity. And he said to the angel who was working destruction, 

“It is enough; now stay your hand.” And the angel of the LORD was standing by the 

threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite. 16And David lifted his eyes and saw the angel of the 

LORD standing between earth and heaven, and in his hand a drawn sword stretched out 

over Jerusalem. Then David and the elders, clothed in sackcloth, fell upon their faces. 



5 

 

17And David said to God, “Was it not I who gave command to number the people? It is I 

who have sinned and done great evil. But these sheep, what have they done? Please let your 

hand, O LORD my God, be against me and against my father’s house. But do not let the 

plague be on your people.” 

  18Now the angel of the LORD had commanded Gad to say to David that David should 

go up and raise an altar to the LORD on the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite. 19So 

David went up at Gad’s word, which he had spoken in the name of the LORD. 

  26And David built there an altar to the LORD and presented burnt offerings and peace 

offerings and called on the LORD, and the LORD answered him with fire from heaven upon 

the altar of burnt offering. 27Then the LORD commanded the angel, and he put his sword 

back into its sheath. 
 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle 2 Corinthians 5:20b—6:10 

  We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he made 

him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

  1Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of God 

in vain. 2For he says, 

“In a favorable time I listened to you, and in a day of salvation I have helped you.” 

Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. 3We put no obstacle 

in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, 4but as servants of God 

we commend ourselves in every way: by great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, 

calamities, 5beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; 6by purity, 

knowledge, patience, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine love; 7by truthful speech, and the 

power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; 
8through honor and dishonor, through slander and praise. We are treated as impostors, and 

yet are true; 9as unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and behold, we live; as punished, 

and yet not killed; 10as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as 

having nothing, yet possessing everything. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

*Holy Gospel              Matthew 6:1–6, 16–21 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

  1[Jesus said:] “Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order 

to be seen by them, for then you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. 

  2“Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites 

do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, I say to 



6 

 

you, they have received their reward. 3But when you give to the needy, do not let your left 

hand know what your right hand is doing, 4so that your giving may be in secret. And your 

Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

  5“And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love to stand and 

pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly, I 

say to you, they have received their reward. 6But when you pray, go into your room and 

shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret 

will reward you. . . . 

  16“And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their 

faces that their fasting may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their 

reward. 17But when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, 18that your fasting may 

not be seen by others but by your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in 

secret will reward you. 

  19“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and 

where thieves break in and steal, 20but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 

neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where 

your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

*Nicene Creed 
C   I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and 

of all things visible and invisible. 

  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His 

Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 

begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things 

were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and 

was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was 

crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried.  And the 

third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to 

judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from 

the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 

and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and 

apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I 

look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
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Hymn LSB 563 Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness 

 

 

 
 

5 When from the dust of death I rise To claim my mansion in the skies, 

This then shall be my only plea: Jesus hath lived and died for me. 

 

6 Jesus, be endless praise to Thee, Whose boundless mercy hath for me, 

For me, and all Thy hands have made, An everlasting ransom paid. 

 

Sermon          “But These Sheep, What Have They Done?” (1 Chronicles 21:1–2, 7–19, 26–27) 

 

Gathering of the Offering               Please fill out an attendance card and place it in the offering plate. 

 

*Offertory                                                LSB 805 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 
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*Litany for Ash Wednesday 

P O Lord, 

C Have mercy. 
  

P O Christ, 

C Have mercy. 
  

P O Lord, 

C Have mercy. 
  

P O Christ, 

C Hear us. 
 

P  God the Father in heaven, 

C Have mercy. 
  

P God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 

C Have mercy. 
  

P God the Holy Spirit, 

C Have mercy. 
  

P Be gracious to us. 

C Spare us, good Lord. 
  

P Be gracious to us. 

C Help us, good Lord. 
  

P By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; 

by Your holy nativity; 

by Your Baptism, fasting, and temptation; 

by Your agony and bloody sweat; 

by Your cross and passion; 

by Your precious death and burial; 

by Your glorious resurrection and ascension; 

and by the coming of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter: 

C Help us, good Lord. 
  

P In all time of our tribulation; 

in all time of our prosperity; 

in the hour of death; 

and in the day of judgment: 

C Help us, good Lord. 
  

P We poor sinners implore You 

C To hear us, O Lord. 
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P To prosper the preaching of Your Word; 

to bless our prayer and meditation; 

to strengthen and preserve us in the true faith; 

and to give heart to our sorrow and strength to our repentance: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
 

P  To draw all to Yourself; 

to bless those who are instructed in the faith; 

to watch over and console the poor, the sick, the distressed, the lonely, the forsaken, 

the abandoned, and all who stand in need of our prayers; 

to give abundant blessing to all works of mercy; 

and to have mercy on us all: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
 

P To turn our hearts to You; to turn the hearts of our enemies, persecutors, and 

slanderers; and graciously to hear our prayers: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
  

P Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 

C We implore You to hear us. 
  

P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C Have mercy. 
  

P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C Have mercy. 
  

P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C Grant us Your peace. 
  

P O Christ, 

C Hear us. 
  

P O Lord, 

C Have mercy. 

P O Christ, 

C Have mercy. 
  

P O Lord, 

C Have mercy. Amen. 
 

*Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the 

power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 



10 

 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

*Preface   

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

*Proper Preface 

P We should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, Lord, our God, for You 

have had mercy on us and sent Your only-begotten Son, the long hoped-for Messiah, 

to bring us salvation. Pour out upon us the gifts of Your Spirit, that we may receive 

Your blessings joyfully and resolutely serve You in all we do. Grant that we may 

receive the body and blood of our Lord as the guarantee of our salvation and as a 

foretaste of the feast to come in Your eternal kingdom. To You alone, O Father, be all 

glory, honor, and praise, together with the Son and Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

*Sanctus   

 

 

 

 
 

*The Words of Our Lord  
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*Pax Domini  

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

*Agnus Dei  
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Distribution Hymn                                                              LSB 609 Jesus Sinners Doth Receive 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Oh, how blest it is to know: Were as scarlet my transgression, 

It shall be as white as snow By Thy blood and bitter passion; 

For these words I now believe: Jesus sinners doth receive. 
 

6 Now my conscience is at peace; From the Law I stand acquitted. 

Christ hath purchased my release And my ev’ry sin remitted. 

Naught remains my soul to grieve: Jesus sinners doth receive. 
 

7 Jesus sinners doth receive; Also I have been forgiven; 

And when I this earth must leave, I shall find an open heaven. 

Dying, still to Him I cleave: Jesus sinners doth receive. 
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Distribution Hymn                                                                    LSB 430 My Song Is Love Unknown 

 

 

 

 
 

 

5 They rise and needs will have My dear Lord made away; 

A murderer they save, The Prince of Life they slay. 

Yet cheerful He To suff’ring goes That He His foes 

From thence might free. 
 

6 In life no house, no home My Lord on earth might have; 

In death no friendly tomb But what a stranger gave. 

What may I say?  Heav’n was His home But mine the tomb 

Wherein He lay. 
 

7 Here might I stay and sing, No story so divine! 

Never was love, dear King, Never was grief like Thine. 

This is my friend, In whose sweet praise  I all my days 

Could gladly spend! 
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*Nunc Dimittis  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

*Post-Communion Collect 

 
 

*Benediction  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
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*Hymn to Depart                                                                                             LSB 878 Abide with Me 

 

 

 

 
 

*Silent Prayer 
 

Closing Voluntary 
  

You may depart or stay for the Imposition of Ashes. 
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IMPOSITION OF ASHES 
 

 

Address for Imposition of Ashes 

P Dear brothers and sisters of our Lord Jesus Christ, on this day the Church begins a 

holy season of prayerful and penitential reflection. Our attention is especially directed 

to the holy sufferings and death of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

 From ancient times, the season of Lent has been kept as a time of special devotion, 

self- denial, and humble repentance borne of a faithful heart that dwells confidently 

on His Word and draws from it life and hope. 
 

 Let us pray that our dear Father in heaven, for the sake of His beloved Son and in the 

power of His Holy Spirit, might richly bless this Lententide for us so that we may 

come to Easter with glad hearts and keep the feast in sincerity and truth. 
 

Prayer 
 

Imposition of Ashes 
 

Depart in Peace 
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