
A Worship Discussion Guide for Individuals, Groups & Families 
for the week of July 6, 2025 
 

Read the Bible passage aloud in your group meeting. This is a worship discussion guide, and 
our reflections and applications are grounded in Scripture. You do not need to work through 
the whole guide.  Decide which points would be most helpful for your meeting, and use them 
as a starting point for your time together.  

 
Warm Up               
 

• What is repentance? How doe you know if someone’s repentance is true? 

 
I Samuel 15:1-35    Before the LORD 
 

We begin to see the flaws in Israel’s new King and the 
consequences they bring. Israel’s army is diminished and 
disarmed before the mighty Philistine forces. Will Saul still 
be a king after God’s heart?

 
1 And Samuel said to Saul, “The LORD sent me to anoint 
you king over his people Israel; now therefore listen to 
the words of the LORD. 2 Thus says the LORD of hosts, ‘I 
have noted what Amalek did to Israel in opposing them 
on the way when they came up out of Egypt. 3 Now go 
and strike Amalek and devote to destruction all that they 
have. Do not spare them, but kill both man and woman, 
child and infant, ox and sheep, camel and donkey.’” 
 

4 So Saul summoned the people and numbered them in 
Telaim, two hundred thousand men on foot, and ten 
thousand men of Judah. 5 And Saul came to the city of 
Amalek and lay in wait in the valley. 6 Then Saul said 
to the Kenites, “Go, depart; go down from among the 
Amalekites, lest I destroy you with them. For you showed 
kindness to all the people of Israel when they came up 
out of Egypt.” So the Kenites departed from among the 
Amalekites. 7 And Saul defeated the Amalekites 
from Havilah as far as Shur, which is east of Egypt. 8 And 
he took Agag the king of the Amalekites alive and 
devoted to destruction all the people with the edge of 
the sword. 9 But Saul and the people spared Agag and the 
best of the sheep and of the oxen and of the fattened 
calves and the lambs, and all that was good, and would 
not utterly destroy them. All that was despised and 
worthless they devoted to destruction. 
 

10 The word of the LORD came to Samuel: 11 “I regret that 
I have made Saul king, for he has turned back from 
following me and has not performed my 
commandments.” And Samuel was angry, and he cried to 
the LORD all night. 12 And Samuel rose early to meet Saul 
in the morning. And it was told Samuel, “Saul came 
to Carmel, and behold, he set up a monument for himself 
and turned and passed on and went down to 

Gilgal.” 13 And Samuel came to Saul, and Saul said to 
him, “Blessed be you to the LORD. I have performed the 
commandment of the LORD.” 14 And Samuel said, “What 
then is this bleating of the sheep in my ears and the 
lowing of the oxen that I hear?” 15 Saul said, “They have 
brought them from the Amalekites, for the people spared 
the best of the sheep and of the oxen to sacrifice to 
the LORD your God, and the rest we have devoted to 
destruction.” 16 Then Samuel said to Saul, “Stop! I will tell 
you what the LORD said to me this night.” And he said to 
him, “Speak.” 
 

17 And Samuel said, “Though you are little in your own 
eyes, are you not the head of the tribes of Israel? 
The LORD anointed you king over Israel. 18 And 
the LORD sent you on a mission and said, ‘Go, devote to 
destruction the sinners, the Amalekites, and fight against 
them until they are consumed.’ 19 Why then did you not 
obey the voice of the LORD? Why did you pounce on the 
spoil and do what was evil in the sight of 
the LORD?” 20 And Saul said to Samuel, “I have obeyed the 
voice of the LORD. I have gone on the mission on which 
the LORD sent me. I have brought Agag the king of 
Amalek, and I have devoted the Amalekites to 
destruction. 21 But the people took of the spoil, sheep 
and oxen, the best of the things devoted to destruction, 
to sacrifice to the LORD your God in Gilgal.” 22 And 
Samuel said, 
 
“Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and 
sacrifices, 
    as in obeying the voice of the LORD? 
Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, 
    and to listen than the fat of rams. 
23 For rebellion is as the sin of divination, 
    and presumption is as iniquity and idolatry. 
Because you have rejected the word of the LORD, 
    he has also rejected you from being king.” 
 



 

 

24 Saul said to Samuel, “I have sinned, for I have 
transgressed the commandment of the LORD and your 
words, because I feared the people and obeyed their 
voice. 25 Now therefore, please pardon my sin and return 
with me that I may bow before the LORD.” 26 And Samuel 
said to Saul, “I will not return with you. For you have 
rejected the word of the LORD, and the LORD has rejected 
you from being king over Israel.” 27 As Samuel turned to 
go away, Saul seized the skirt of his robe, and it 
tore. 28 And Samuel said to him, “The LORD has torn the 
kingdom of Israel from you this day and has given it to a 
neighbor of yours, who is better than you. 29 And also the 
Glory of Israel will not lie or have regret, for he is not a 
man, that he should have regret.” 30 Then he said, “I have 
sinned; yet honor me now before the elders of my 
people and before Israel, and return with me, that I may 
bow before the LORD your God.” 31 So Samuel turned 
back after Saul, and Saul bowed before the LORD. 
 

32 Then Samuel said, “Bring here to me Agag the king of 
the Amalekites.” And Agag came to him cheerfully. Agag 
said, “Surely the bitterness of death is past.” 33 And 
Samuel said, “As your sword has made women childless, 
so shall your mother be childless among women.” And 
Samuel hacked Agag to pieces before the LORD in Gilgal. 
 

34 Then Samuel went to Ramah, and Saul went up to his 
house in Gibeah of Saul. 35 And Samuel did not see Saul 
again until the day of his death, but Samuel grieved over 
Saul. And the LORD regretted that he had made Saul king 

over Israel. 
 

• What does God command Saul to do? (1-3) 
 
• The Amalekites were the first enemy to oppose 

Israel, and they exploited the Hebrews as they fled 
from Egypt (Exodus 17:8–16). Read Deuteronomy 
25:17–19. What did Moses tell Israel just before 
they entered the Promised Land? 

 
• This Old Testament account is very troubling for 

most modern readers. How do you personally 
respond to reading it? Why?  

 
• Read Deuteronomy 20:16-18. What is the LORD’s 

perspective on Israel’s conflict with the Amalekites? 
 
• Compare the actions of Saul and the people in 15:7-

9 to the LORD’s original command in 15:3. What 
differences do you see? Why would Saul and the 
people do this?  

• Saul is partially obedient to the LORD. Why would 
partial obedience such an offense against God? 

 
• How does the LORD respond to Saul? (11) 
 
• If God does not change, why would He “regret” 

something? 
 

• How does Saul initially respond to Samuel (13)? 
What does Saul appear to believe about his actions?  

 
• “To obey is better than sacrifice.” What is God saying 

about the nature of true worship and faithfulness? 
(22) 
 

• Does Saul repent? Why do you think this? (24-31) 
 

• Samuel hacked Agag to pieces before the LORD.  
Why? (32-33) 

 
• Share about a time your sin was exposed. What was 

that like? What strategies did you employ to cover 
up? What did it take to you to repentance?  

 
• Jesus’ sacrifice is a much better covering for sin that 

any hiding place we could create. Jesus’ atonement is 
a much better justification than our self-justifying 
boasting. Share about a way you currently need to 
trust that Jesus justifies or covers you. 

 
• Pray together in response to God’s Word. 
 

 
To hear sermons and access past study guides visit 
www.wepc.org/resources/sermons-media-study-guide  
 
Hear sermon audio for West End Presbyterian Church RVA 
on Spotify and Apple Podcasts 
 
Questions? Contact Pastor Kevin Greene, kevin@wepc.org 
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