
 A Worship Discussion Guide for Individuals, Groups & Families 
for the week of December 3, 2023 
 

Read the Bible passage aloud in your group meeting. This is a 
worship discussion guide, and our reflections and applications are 
grounded in Scripture. You do not need to work through the whole 
guide.  Decide which points would be most helpful for your meeting, 
and use them as a starting point for your time together.  

 

Warm Up                
 

• What do you need to know to love someone who is different than you? 
 
I Corinthians 8:1-13                     Do Not Become a Stumbling Block 

1 Now concerning food offered to idols: we know 
that “all of us possess knowledge.” This 
“knowledge” puffs up, but love builds up. 2 If 
anyone imagines that he knows something, he 
does not yet know as he ought to know. 3 But if 
anyone loves God, he is known by God. 

4 Therefore, as to the eating of food offered to 
idols, we know that “an idol has no real existence,” 
and that “there is no God but one.” 5 For although 
there may be so-called gods in heaven or on 
earth—as indeed there are many “gods” and 
many “lords”— 6 yet for us there is one God, the 
Father, from whom are all things and for whom 
we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through 
whom are all things and through whom we exist. 

7 However, not all possess this knowledge. But 
some, through former association with idols, eat 
food as really offered to an idol, and their 
conscience, being weak, is defiled. 8 Food will not 
commend us to God. We are no worse off if we do 
not eat, and no better off if we do. 9 But take 
care that this right of yours does not somehow 
become a stumbling block to the weak. 10 For if 
anyone sees you who have knowledge eating in 
an idol's temple, will he not be encouraged, if his 
conscience is weak, to eat food offered to 
idols? 11 And so by your knowledge this weak 
person is destroyed, the brother for whom Christ 
died. 12 Thus, sinning against your 
brothers and wounding their conscience when it 
is weak, you sin against Christ. 13 Therefore, if food 
makes my brother stumble, I will never eat meat, 
lest I make my brother stumble. 

 

 
• In Corinth, animals offered as sacrifices to 

pagan gods were often sold in the public 
market as food. The Corinthians Christians 
seemed to be asking a question of 
discipleship in light of this practice. How 
would you summarize their question? 
 

• According to Paul, what do mature 
Christians know about food sacrificed to 
idols? (4-6, 8) 

 
• Paul also notes that such knowledge can 

open us up to other temptation. What is at 
risk? (1-3) 
 

• What does Paul say is more important that 
the knowledge that we are free in Christ? 
(9-13) 
 

• Have you ever set aside your freedom in 
Christ for the sake of love? What was that 
like?  
 

• Jesus used His freedom to love us—even to 
the point of dying for us when we had no 
love for Him. Reflect on this week’s passage 
together, and use it as a guide for a time of 
prayer. 

 
 

 
To hear sermons and access past study guides visit 

www.wepc.org/resources/sermons-media-study-guide  
 

Questions? Contact Pastor Kevin Greene, 
kevin@wepc.org
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