A Worship Discussion Guide for Individuals, Groups & Families
for the week of October 22, 2023

s N > Read the Bible passage aloud in your group meeting. This is a

1 Corinthians |

%

Warm Up

worship discussion guide, and our reflections and applications are
grounded in Scripture. You do not need to work through the whole
guide. Decide which points would be most helpful for your meeting,
and use them as a starting point for your time together.

¢ What is one thing that can divide the members of your family, community or social group? Why

does this thing have such divisive power?

| Corinthians 3:1-4:16

1 But |, brothers, could not address you

as spiritual people, but as people of the flesh,

as infants in Christ. 2| fed you with milk, not solid
food, for you were not ready for it. And even now
you are not yet ready, 3for you are still of the flesh.
For while there is jealousy and strife among you,
are you not of the flesh and behaving only in a
human way? “For when one says, “| follow Paul,”
and another, ‘I follow Apollos,” are you not being
merely human?

e What is happening spiritually among the
Corinthian believers?

SWhat then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants
through whom you believed, as the Lord assigned
to each. ¢l planted, Apollos watered, but God gave
the growth. 7 So neither he who plants nor he who
waters is anything, but only God who gives the
growth. 8 He who plants and he who waters are
one, and each will receive his wages according to
his labor. ° For we are God's fellow workers. You
are God's field, God's building.

19 According to the grace of God given to me, like a
skilled master builder | laid a foundation,

and someone else is building upon it. Let each
one take care how he builds upon it. "For no one
can lay a foundation other than that which is
laid, which is Jesus Christ. ? Now if anyone builds
on the foundation with gold, silver, precious
stones, wood, hay, straw— ®each one's work will
become manifest, for the Day will disclose it,
because it will be revealed by fire, and the fire will
test what sort of work each one has done. “If the
work that anyone has built on the foundation
survives, he will receive a reward. ®If anyone's
work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he
himself will be saved, but only as through fire.

Christian Unity

'®* Do you not know that you are God's temple and
that God's Spirit dwells in you? " If anyone
destroys God's temple, God will destroy him.

For God's temple is holy, and you are that temple.

¢ What two metaphors does Paul use to
understand the church?

¢ How might each understanding of the
church encourage repentance and humility
among the Corinthian factions?

'8 et no one deceive himself. If anyone among
you thinks that he is wise in this age, let him
become a fool that he may become wise. P For the
wisdom of this world is folly with God. For it is
written, “He catches the wise in their

craftiness,” 2°and again, “The Lord knows the
thoughts of the wise, that they are futile.” ? So let
no one boast in men. For all things are

yours, 2?whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the
world or life or death or the present or the
future—all are yours, ?and you are Christ's,

and Christ is God's.

¢ Paul talks about Christian belonging? Who
belongs to whom in this passage?

“1This is how one should regard us, as servants of
Christ and stewards of the mysteries of

God. ?Moreover, it is required of stewards that
they be found faithful. 3 But with me it is a very
small thing that | should be judged by you or by
any human court. In fact, | do not even judge
myself. “For | am not aware of anything against
myself, but | am not thereby acquitted. It is the
Lord who judges me. *Therefore do not
pronounce judgment before the time, before the



Lord comes, who will bring to light the things now
hidden in darkness and will disclose the purposes
of the heart. Then each one will receive his
commendation from God.

¢| have applied all these things to myself and
Apollos for your benefit, brothers, that you may
learn by us not to go beyond what is written, that
none of you may be puffed up in favor of one
against another. 7 For who sees anything different
in you? What do you have that you did not
receive? If then you received it, why do you boast
as if you did not receive it?

8 Already you have all you want! Already you have
become rich! Without us you have become kings!
And would that you did reign, so that we might
share the rule with you! °For | think that God has
exhibited us apostles as last of all, like men
sentenced to death, because we have become a
spectacle to the world, to angels, and to

men. °We are fools for Christ's sake, but you are
wise in Christ. We are weak, but you are strong.
You are held in honor, but we in disrepute. "To
the present hour we hunger and thirst, we are
poorly dressed and buffeted and homeless, ?and
we labor, working with our own hands. When
reviled, we bless; when persecuted, we

endure; ®*when slandered, we entreat. We have
become, and are still, like the scum of the

world, the refuse of all things.

“| do not write these things to make you
ashamed, but to admonish you as my beloved

children. ™ For though you have countless guides
in Christ, you do not have many fathers. For |
became your father in Christ Jesus through the
gospel.®l urge you, then, be imitators of me.

¢ How does Paul regard himself? Why?

¢ How would you sum up Paul’s rebuke to the
Corinthian church?

e What does Paul desire for the believers at
Corinth?

¢ How have you tempted to separate through
boasting or promote a faction as a
Christian? Why? What does that do for you?
Can you share how has the Spirit led you to
trust and follow Jesus, as Paul did, when
you were tempted to divide?

¢ Reflect on this week’s passage together,
and use it as a guide for a time of prayer.

To hear sermons and access past study guides visit
www.wepc.org/resources/sermons-media-study-quide

Questions? Contact Pastor Kevin Greene,
kevin@wepc.org st
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