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GOD THE FATHER CALLS US TO WORSHIP HIM

The Seventh Sunday of Easter
We are now in the season of
Easter—a celebration of Jesus’
victory over sin and death.
Followers of Christ are called to
a life of dying to sin, rising to the
life of the Spirit, and participating
in His reign as the Sovereign Lord.
The Church now lives as those
who are “risen with Christ,”
living under His rule.

Isaiah 2:2-3, 5

The First Word

We believe that God always
initiates with sinners, so we
begin worship with His Word:
His invitation to us to gather in
His name.

Invocation
Asking God to be with us.

2 May 17,2026

PRePARATION FOR
WORSHIP & Communion

YOU MUST BE BORN AGAIN

“Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.”
--Psalm 51:10

“The new birth means that God does for us what we could never do for
ourselves... He gives us new desires, new affections, and a new capacity
to see and savor Christ.”

--Nancy Guthrie

“The heart of Christ for sinners is not reluctant but willing... The very ones
who feel most unworthy are those most invited to come into the light.”
--Dane Ortlund

CaLL TO WORSHIP

It shall come to pass in the latter days

that the mountain of the house of the LORD

shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
and shall be lifted up above the hills;

and all the nations shall flow to it,

and many peoples shall come, and say:

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD,
to the house of the God of Jacob,

that He may teach us His ways

and that we may walk in His paths.”

O house of Jacob, come, let us walk
in the light of the LORD.

Invocartion



SOnNG OF AdDORATION

PRAISE TO THE LORD THE ALMIGHTY
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Adoration

The God who
meets with us in
worship is good
and powerful.
We recognize
His greatness
and remember
His amazing
works together
in song.

“All that is within
me, bless His holy
name!”

Psalm 103:1

Joachim Neander’s
paraphrase of
Psalms 103 and
150 (1680);

tr. Catherine
Winkworth (1863);
Tune: LOBE DEN
HERREN (1665).
Public domain
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weLcome

We are glad you have joined us this morning! If you are visiting our church for the first time, or are a
regular attender or church member, we encourage you to use our online or paper Keep in Touch form
to introduce yourself, request prayer, or request more information about our church. Following the
service, please introduce yourself to Elder & Director of Adult Discipleship, Matt Bouknight, either in
the Gallery or on the front sidewalk.

PresenTaTtion OF New IMemBeRS

Becky Hartigan & Carole Stuart (9AM)
Steve Roethe (9AM)
Abigail Till (10:30AM)

CHILDREN'S WORSHIP Lap CoOmmISSIONING ao:zoam)

Led by Elder Worship Lab (for our second graders) introduces our students to some of our worship
B Huff  and church leaders, who guide our students through the various elements of the worship
service. The purpose of this time is to give the children helpful tools to use as their hearts
mature toward worship!

OLD TesTamentT Reabping

ﬁ’g”;’gg “Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when | will make a new
' covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, not like the covenant

that I made with their fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to bring
them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant that they broke, though | was their
husband, declares the Lord. For this is the covenant that | will make with the
house of Israel after those days, declares the Lord: | will put my law within
them, and | will write it on their hearts. And | will be their God, and they shall
be my people. And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his
brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of
them to the greatest, declares the Lord. For | will forgive their iniquity, and | will
remember their sin no more.”

4 May 17,2026
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THE COMFORTABLE WORDS
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have e-verdas-ting life_  Hear the words of Christ,our Sa-vior:  "Cometo me."

"Cometo me."_ All you wear -y and hea-vy lad-en: "I will give you rest."

INMINISTRY OF PRAYER

OFFERING

You can place your offering and/or tear-off as the plates pass. Please visit
www.wepc.org/giving, scan the QR code for online giving options, or mail
your offering to the church office. All checks will be converted to electronic
deposit.

“The saying is trustworthy
and deserving of full
acceptance, that Christ
Jesus came into the world
to save sinners, of whom |
am the foremost.”

I Timothy 1:15

During our current
sermon series from John
3, we will sing “The
Comfortable Words”

to open the Ministry of
Prayer each Sunday. The
Comfortable Words are
drawn from the Book

of Common Prayer

to remind us of Jesus’
encouragement in
Matthew 11:28 and John
3:16. He provides rest for
the weary, and in Him we
have eternal life.

Andy Piercy ©IQ Music
Limited (Admin. By
Wixen Music Publishing,
Inc.) Used by permission.
CCLI #708363
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“I will come to you...
Peace I leave with you;
my peace | give to
you.” John 14:18,27

Seth Thomas

Crissman & Greg Yoder
(2022). The Soil and
Seed Project.

Used by permission.
CCLI #708363
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A VERSE
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O TASTE AND SEE THAT THE LORD IS GOOD
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good! Thelord is__  good, thelord. is  good.
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good! Thelord is—_  good, thelord. is  good.
good! Thelord is__  good, thelord. is  good.

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP (10:30am)

Children, age 4 through T1st grade, will be dismissed prior to the sermon for a Bible

lesson, activity, and fellowship. Pick up from Room 121. www.wepc.org/grow/children

“Oh, taste and see

that the Lord is good.”

Psalm 34:8

Molly Parden & Dee
Wilson, ©2025 The

Porter's Gate.

Used by permission.

CCLI #708363
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GOD THE SON RENEWS US THROUGH HIS WORD & SACRAMENT

John 3:1-18

8 May 17,2026

SCRIPTURE ReaDpIinG

'Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the
Jews. 2This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know
that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs

that you do unless God is with him.” 3Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, |
say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.”
“Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he
enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?” 5Jesus answered,
“Truly, truly, | say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he
cannot enter the kingdom of God. ®That which is born of the flesh is flesh,
and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. ’Do not marvel that | said to
you, ‘You must be born again.’ *The wind blows where it wishes, and you
hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes.
So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” °Nicodemus said to him,
“How can these things be?” "YJesus answered him, “Are you the teacher

of Israel and yet you do not understand these things? "' Truly, truly, | say to
you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen,
but you do not receive our testimony. '?f | have told you earthly things and
you do not believe, how can you believe if | tell you heavenly things? *No
one has ascended into heaven except he who descended from heaven,

the Son of Man. "And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so
must the Son of Man be lifted up, "*that whoever believes in him may have
eternal life. For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. '"For God
did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that
the world might be saved through him. '*Whoever believes in him is not
condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because
he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God.

SerRmon

A Worship Guide with sermon questions is posted each Sunday at https://wepc.org/worship/
sermons-media. You can also find the sermon audio on Apple Podcasts and Spotify under
"West End Presbyterian Church RVA."



https://wepc.org/worship/sermons-media
https://wepc.org/worship/sermons-media
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/west-end-presbyterian-church-rva/id1779110687
https://open.spotify.com/show/5MV85rl7eqFDu0rJ59Fvdx?si=671ca2eba7cb449e

PREePARATION FOR THE LORD’S SUPPER

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord

Jesus, on the night He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and said, “This is my body, which is for you; do this

in remembrance of me.” In the same way, after supper He took the cup,
saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you
drink it, in remembrance of me.” For whenever you eat this bread and
drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until He comes.

Conression OF Sin

Lord Jesus Christ, though being in very nature God, You humbled Yourself
and made Yourself nothing. You died that we might live. We confess how
unlike You we are. We strive to preserve ourselves, and are slow to pick
up our cross to follow You. We are slow to trust that we are dead to sin
and alive to God in Jesus Christ. We have loved our own lives, and so
failed to love God and our neighbor. Forgive us our sin and renew our
hearts. Work in us by the power of your Spirit to change us into the
likeness of Jesus Christ and so bring glory to our Father in heaven. Amen.

Silent Confession of Sin

WORDS OF CncouracemenTt

Jesus said “Truly, truly, | say to you, whoever hears My word and believes
Him who sent me has eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but
has passed from death to life.”

THe SacramentT OF THe LORD’S SurreRr

West End Presbyterian Church welcomes all baptized Christians who actively trust
in Jesus Christ for salvation, who are willing to forsake their sin and heart-idols, and
who are members of congregations that proclaim the Gospel, to participate in the
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper with us. The Elders presiding over the Supper are
praying for you as the congregation participates in the sacrament.

At each communion station, grape juice is served in purple cups, wine is served in
clear cups, and gluten-free bread is served in a separate tray.
For a list of ingredients in the wafers, see www.wepc.org/communion.

If your child is ready to make a public profession of faith in Jesus Christ, please
contact the WEPC office.

| Corinthians 11:23-26

Confession &
Encouragement

Often we find that

our hearts worship
something other than
God. In confessing our
sins, the Holy Spirit
probes our hearts and
minds and graciously
shows us what we
mistakenly believe will
give us life. Jesus is
good to lead us from
sorrow over our sin to
the sweetness of His
grace.

John 5:24

wepc.org 9
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GOD THE HOLY SPIRIT TRANSFORMS US BY HIS GRACE

Sonags OF Resronse To GOD’Ss GRrRace
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JESUS PAID IT ALL
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“You are not
your own, for
you were bought
with a price.”

I Corinthians
6:19-20

Elvina M. Hall
(1865); Tune:
ALL TO CHRIST.
Public Domain
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“I will turn
their mourning
into joy; |

will comfort
them, and give
them gladness
for sorrow.”
Jeremiah 31:13

Chris Brown,
Mack Brock,
Steven Furtick,
Wade Joye.
©2015 Elevation
Worship. Used
by permission.
CCLI #708363
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“Let everything that

DOXOLO Gy has breath praise the

Lorp.” Psalm 150:6

n \ q | | |
Py —1] i T . - i ] ] — | I i ] Text: Thomas Ken
%:‘ i I‘ ] -J_ } i i—‘—. - i d bﬁi‘ (1 709) Tune: OLD
r r f s f f r r ! HUNDREDTH
Praise God from whom all  bles - sings flow; Praise Him, ﬂl crea - tures (Bourgeois, 1551)
|

| | | | | o < J
| ‘ = : What does
i r - i ] - ] ! ‘ ' “doxology” mean?

It's derived from
two Greek words

m |
i \ \ —r i \ } i ! ! i o i meaning "glory”
! and “word.” A
r _f r r doxology, then, is

hﬂe be - low Praise Him a - bove ye heavn - 'ly  host; Praise a spoken word or
J J | | song that ascribes
@ glory to God.
£ Today’s doxolo
\ \ y 8Y
| r ‘\/ | | " r calls all of creation
= to praise God
J— \ j : —1 j o o) o g asthe source of
: j ] . = e - = = | allblessing and
‘ acknowledges His
L‘ h S q H lr Gh E\ f Trinitarian (three-in-
a - ther on and__ o - y ost. - men. one) nature.
: | J l] T J m Gj T J ’l I |
S — : i
Y —— I I P I = 1 |
‘ ! — P \ P
O bt v

The Last Word

BeneDicTion God always has

the last word in

A team is available for prayer at the front of the Sanctuary following the our worship. For

9 AM & 10:30 AM services. those who are in
Christ Jesus, these

Elder & Adult Discipleship Director Matt Bouknight preached today’s are always words of

sermon. Pastor Changjwok Deng administered the Lord's Supper and gave the blessing.

benediction. Pastor Kevin Greene led worship. Worship Arts Director Becca
Wethered, Robin Huff, Chris Alberts, Mya Wilcox, Mollie Bowman, Jamison
Taggart, and Donald Smith led this morning’s congregational singing. Ross
Bruning, Ethan & Riley Molique, and Deacon Tim Andrews managed today’s
audio and video live stream. Ethan Molique managed the in-house video system.

The tapestry at the front of the sanctuary is the traditional liturgical color of white
for this 50-day season of Easter. The tapestry will return to its many colors during
the season of Pentecost. The piece is entitled “Psalm 148,” and was created by a

team of WEPC artists.

wepc.org 13



dnnouncemenTts
ADuLT IMINISTRY

www.wepc.org/adults

Sunday Morning Discipleship: 9AM / Room 810
Mark: Immediately

The word “immediately” shows up 35x in Mark’s
16 chapters. Mark is fast paced, filled with
action, and centers on Jesus. This class will help
us understand the significance of Jesus’ identity
as the Son of God AND the Suffering Servant.

Young Adult Fellowship

Young Adults at WEPC is a place to grow in your
faith and connect with others. We have smaﬁ
g}:oups that meet weekly and gather for events
throughout the year. Contact: Matt Bouknight

(matt@wepc.org)
CHILDREN’S ININISTRY

www.wepc.org/grow/children

Sundays:

® 9 AM: Nursery (infant-3 years old)

®  10:30 AM: Nursery (infant-3 years old) &
Children’s Message or Worship (4 years-2nd
grade)

o Nursing Mom's Room (service audio available
during both services)

Vacation Bible School: Save the Date!

June 22-25/5:30-8 PM

Join us for a fun-filled week of Bible teaching,
games, crafts, and fellowship! REGISTER your
child here by June 1 to guarantee your child a
t-shirt. Many VOLUNTEERS are needed - sign up
to volunteer here!

YouTH IMINISTRY

www.wepc.org/grow/youth

* Youth Sunday School: 9 AM /Youth Lounge
¢ *No Youth Group 5/20

* High School Movie Night: May 23 / 6:30 PM
* Parents vs. Students: May 27 / 6:30 PM

* School's Out Cookout: May 29 / 6-8:30 PM

WRar drounp ITUNISTRY
www.wepc.org/outreach/wrap-around-ministry/

Wrap Around Luncheon

TODAY! / Following the 2nd service / FH

In honor of May being Foster Care Awareness
Month, Wrap Around would like to invite you
to attend a Taziki's luncheon and consider the
meaningful ways you can get involved.

14 May 17, 2026

NeIGHBORHOOD OUTREACH
IMINISTRY

www.wepc.org/neighborhood

Simple English Bible Study: The Parables of Jesus
May 24 /5 PM / Room 810

Join us in the study of the parables of Jesus.
Contact: Changjwok Deng (changjwok@wepc.org)

Track Camp Information Luncheon

TODAY! / Following the 2nd service / Room 810
Join us as we hear about Track Camp and learn more
about opportuniteis to volunteer.

2026 WEPC Track Camp

June 1-5/5-8 PM

WEPC Track Camp is a family-friendly ministry for
rising 1st - 12th grade students. Come have fun with
relays, sprints, baton hand-offs, birthday push-ups,
and more! This camp is FREE! Sign up to register here
or to volunteer here. Contact: Talya (talya@wepc.org)

2026 West End Community Cup: Volunteers Needed
Join us as the WEPC Neigh{)orhood Outreach

plans to host four family-oriented FIFA World Cup
watch parties this summer. This is an opportunity

to share the gospel, fellowship, and strengthen our
relationships with our ESL students and their families.
We are looking for volunteers to help welcome our
neighborhood families. There will be fun games,
activities for kids, food, and prizes at half time. For
more information, please stop by the table in the

gallery. Contact: Ligdabeth (wepccommunitycup@
wepc.org)

IMmissions

www.wepc.org/outreach/missions

STEP Richmond Summer Enrichment -
Volunteers Needed

June 29-July 30/ 1-5 PM

New Life Baptist Church

Do you have a free afternoon this summer?
Join STEP at Summer Enrichment to mentor
children from Gilpin Court! Volunteers are
needed to teach or help with skill-building
activities and to chaperone field trips. Sign up

to volunteer at steprichmond.org/summer.
FOoD PanTRy

www.wepc.org/mercyministry

Food Items Needed
Please continue to check our weekly list to help
keep the shelves stocked for our neighbors.
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WEPC CommunITy PReSCHOOL
www.wepc.org/preschool

Oll)lportunities to Support Outreach &
Scholarship Fund!

Many of our preschool students from the
neighborhood are able to attend preschool
through scholarships generously supported by
our church family angcommunity. To learn more
about new opportunities happening this month
to support this scholarship fund, visit the WEPC
Community Preschool website or contact Casey

Zollinhofer (casey@wepc.org).

Generar INFORMarTIion

Deacons of the Week
Ed Bowman, EJ Fogarty, Taylor Miller, & Bryan
Meeks

Congregational Meeting: Election of Officers
TODAY!/ Following the 10:30 AM service

Please join us for a congregational meeting as we
elect and re-elect church officers.

Everyone is welcome; members will vote.
Deacon Re-election: Rob Musser

Deacon Election: Peter Goodrich, Ryan Shallow,
Brock Snyder, Kurt Zebley

Elder Re-election: Paul Howe

John 3 Sermon Series Playlist

Check out our John 3 Spotify Playlist as we give
thanks for God's love for us in sending His Son
that we might live. You can find it by searching
"WEPC John 3" or "West End Presbyterian RVA +
playlists."

WEPC Testimony Workshop

May 24 /12:15-2 PM /Room 810

"In your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being
prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a
reason for the hope that is in you." | Peter 3:15

Knowing the story of how Jesus has given you
hope and new life is a powerful way to tell others
the Gospel. This testimony workshop will help
you reflect on God's faithfulness and be prepared
to share that Good News. RSVP: Kevin Greene
(kevin@wepc.org)

Welcome to our Youth Ministry Summer Interns!
Join us in welcoming and praying for our Youth
Ministry interns Luke Andrews, Grace Fedora,
Colton Jacoby, Liam Oberle, Libby Pressley,
Reese Wasserman, Amelia Wilcox, & Harris
Wolfe! They will be helping with youth ministry
events such as The Landing, VBS, and Bible
studies throughout this summer.

Changjwok Deng’s Sabbatical
Pastor Changjwok Deng will be taking a
Sabbatical Leave this summer and wiﬁ be away
from the church from June 1-August 31. The
eneral goals of a Sabbatical Leave are to enhance
the ibersonal ministry of our pastors and to further
the long-term ministry objectives of the church.
Sabbatical time could include, but are not limited
to: spiritual renewal, physical rest and restoration,
and professional growth.

Other staff members will be covering Chang’s
routine responsibilities during this time. We
look forward to what God is going to do in and
through his time away this summer. Please pray
for Chang and his family in the coming months!

WEPC Assessment and Care Team

As part of the work to find a new senior pastor,
please see the weekly email on Wednesdays
for updates from the WEPC Assessment and
Care team. If you are not already receiving the
Wednesday emails, please sign up HERE.

WCPC CHRISTIAN Seasons
CarLenbpar

2026-2027 Calendar Submissions Now Open!
We are now accepting submissions for our 2nd
edition of the WEPC Christian Seasons Calendar,
which tells the story of Jesus and His Church
through a calendar with Scripture, liturgical
themes, and artwork from WEPC artists.

Whether you create through painting, drawing,
baking, photography, woodworking, needlework,
or more, we invite you to join us and submit your
creation as we seek to reflect our Creator and
worship Jesus as we remember His birth, death,
resurrection, ascension, & His call to follow
Him. Please visit our website to see the specific
requirements for submissions, and contact Becca
Wethered (becca@wepc.org) with questions.

The deadline for submissions is August 30, 2026.
There is no age requirement; we encourage both
children & adults to submit their art!

Each WEPC household will be gifted a calendar
at the beginning of the Advent season. If you
have not yet received your 2025-2026 calendar,
or would like to purchase additional calendars,
contact Becca (becca@wepc.org). To access the
free devotional that accompanies the calendar,

visit wepcchristianseasons.com.
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Keer In TOUCH

Date:
Name:

Children’s Names:

Address:

City: State:

Phone:

Email:

ZIP:

Who invited you to WEPC? How did you first hear about us?

0 Check if this is NEW contact information for you.

0 Visitor Age:

0 Male ¢ 20 or younger
¢ Female 0 21-26

0 Single 0 27-34

¢ Student (Grade ___) 0 35-49

0 Student (College) 0 50-64

¢ Married 0 65 and older
O Parent

¢ Widowed

| would like info about:
O WEPC
O Women’s Ministry
0 Men’s Ministry
0 Young Adult Ministry
0 Childrens Ministry
0 Youth Ministry
0 Adult Classes
0 Small Groups
0 Neighborhood Outreach
0 Becoming a member of WEPC
¢ Other:

O Please include me on the WEPC email list.

¢ 1 am interested in learning more about
becoming a Christian.

16 May 17, 2026

Lord Jesus Christ, | admit that | am weaker and more
sinful than | ever before believed, but, through you,
I am more loved and accepted than | ever dared
hope. | thank you for paying my debt, bearing my
punishment, and forgiving me. I run from my sins—
my old life living for myself—and receive you as
Savior. Amen.



