
What is a “Good” Church? 
Class 4: November 26, 2023 

 

Schedule 

Date   Orthodoxy (Doctrine)   Orthopraxy (Practice) 

• 11/5/23  Worship & *Preaching  Nurture Christlikeness 

• 11/12/23  Mission [“Wrap-Around Ministry”] Nurture Service 

• 11/19/23  *Sacraments     Nurture Grace 

• 11/26/23  Community & Fellowship  Nurture Empathy 

• 12/3/23  *Discipline    Nurture Truth 

• 12/10/23  Government & Leadership  Nurture People 

• 12/17/23  Prayer & Repentance   Nurture Justice 

 

• 12/24/23  NO MEETING 

• 12/31/23  Food & Fellowship Day 

• 1/7/24   New Series begins 

 

 

Nurture Empathy 

Prov. 4:23  Matt. 12:34-35  1 Pet. 1:22 

“The heart is the control center of life. It is the place where God works to change us and the 

place we also must work if growth is to take place… God works his renewal in and through our 

heart… The heart is who we are. It is the seat of our thoughts, emotions, and actions. 

Understanding the heart will help us grasp the process of our transformation” (Robert Saucy, 

Minding the Heart: The Way of Spiritual Transformation (Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel, 2013), 28). 

“17% of adults fall into the category of languishing or being mentally and emotionally 

unhealthy. Other studies reveal that women in particular are languishing and becoming more 

unhappy. They report feeling empty and lost, lacking purpose and fulfillment, struggling with 

transitions and changes. Stress, anxiety, and depression loom epidemically” (Catherine Hart 

Weber, Flourish: Discover Vibrant Living (Franklin, TN: Carpenter’s Son, 2013), 2).  

“Bonding is one of the most basic and foundational ideas in life and the universe. It is a basic 

human need. God created us with a hunger for relationship—for relationship with him and with 

our fellow people. At our very core we are relational beings. Without a solid, bonded 

relationship, the human soul will become mired in psychological and emotional problems. The 

soul cannot prosper without being connected to others. No matter what characteristics we 

possess, or what accomplishments we amass, without solid emotional connectedness, without 

bonding to God and other humans, we… will suffer sickness of the soul” (Henry Cloud, Changes 

That Heal: How to Understand Your Past to Ensure a Healthier Future (Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan, 1990), 47). 
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