
A Study in the Book of Revelation 
Class 4: March 12, 2023 

Schedule 

 
• 3/19/2023  Revelation 6-7 
• 3/26/2023  Revelation 8-11 

o 4/2/2023  Food & Fellowship Day  
• 4/9/2023 (EASTER) Revelation 12-14 
• 4/16/2023  Revelation 15-16 
• 4/23/2023  Revelation 17:1-19:10 
• 4/30/2023  Revelation 19:11-20:15 

o 5/7/2023  Food & Fellowship Day 
• 5/14/2023  Revelation 21:1-22:5 
• 5/21/2023  Revelation 22:6-21 

o 5/28/2023  Food & Fellowship Day 
 
 
The Big Question of Revelation 4-5 

 
• QUESTION: Is Jesus worthy of our worship to Him no matter the cost? What could, or 

has, it cost you?  
 
Introduction of Revelation 4-5 

 
• THEME: God is at the center of the universe and worthy to be worshipped! The worship 

of God is the central activity of history 
• SETTING: Heaven, more specifically the throne room of God.  

 
 
The Throne of God – Revelation 4 

 
“Apparently, then, our lifelong nostalgia, our longing to be reunited with something in the 
universe from which we now feel cut off, to be on the inside of some door which we have 
always seen from the outside, is no mere neurotic fancy, but the truest index of our real 

situation. And to be at last summoned inside would be both glory and honour beyond all our 
merits and also the healing of that old ache.” 

 – C.S. Lewis, The Weight of Glory 
 

• We have a right longing for glory, to be connected to and worship something bigger than 
ourselves. Yet we seek to answer that longing with created things. (Romans 1:25) 

o QUESTION: Where is that a struggle for you currently? Where do you desire to be 
free from worshiping created things instead of the Creator?  

 



• Kabod (pronounced kah-vode) – GLORY - meaning weight or weighty. God is 
consequential. 

o QUESTION: How can one show God to be “weighty” or “consequential” in our 
lives? What does that look like beyond Sundays?  

 
• God is worshipped because of His…(Rev. 4:8b)  

o Power – seen in the sea which is most likely a symbol for the chaos of evil and 
unbelief subdued by God’s power.  

o Grace – The emerald rainbow and seven torches represent God’s faithfulness to 
his covenant. 

o Holiness – flashes of lighting and rumblings of thunder parallel the lightning and 
thunder of God’s presence on Mt. Sinai to Moses in Exodus 19.  

o Beauty – God desired his tabernacle and temple to be beautifully adorned.  
 QUESTION: How do we or can we cultivate beauty in our life? 

 
The 24 Elders – Revelation 4:4 

 
• The leading idea is they represent the 12 patriarchs of Israel and the 12 apostles. They 

represent the redeemed church of both testaments.  
• They are clothed in white representing the righteousness given to them when they 

responded in repentance and faith.  
 

 
The Four Creatures – Revelation 4:6b-11 

 
• They represent all classes of living beings. The function of all of creation is to worship 

and praise the LORD.  
 

• Worship 
o Transitive word – must always have a direct object – We worship the LORD 
o Root word is “worthship” – To worship God is to acclaim his worth. (Rev. 4:11) 
o He is worshiped for being HOLY, POWERFUL, and ETERNAL (4:8) 
o Ch. 4 praises him for being Creator and Ch. 5 praises him for being redeemer 

 
• They cannot stop talking about the greatness of God! (Reve. 4:9) 

o QUESTION: What do you talk about constantly? What is something you never 
cease to say? How can our words be more shaped by worship instead?  

 
To Worship is to let the worth and wonder of God sink in  

so that you respond in wholehearted orientation of your life. 
- Nancy Guthrie, Blessed, pg. 94 

 
 



 
The Scroll – Revelation 5:1-5 

 
• John weeps for no one can open the scroll. We all fall so short! 

o QUESTION: Can you imagine your world without Jesus? How does this move us 
to compassion?  

 
• The scroll contains God’s plans for judgment and salvation, ordained before the 

beginning of the world. As the scroll is opened, we see that the universe will be fully 
governed in the interest of the Church.  

o QUESTION: Where is God’s sovereignty not the remedy of worry, anxiety or 
stress in your life currently? 

 

The Lamb – Revelation 5:6-14 

 
• The lamb is Jesus, our great mediator, who stands even here between God and us.  
• Lion of Judah – Jesus is the fulfillment of Jacob’s prophecy – Gen. 49:9-10  
• Root of David – The fulfillment of Isaiah 11 – God will bring peace to the earth.  
• Jesus as a lion and lamb  

o Lion – rules with power.  
o Lamb – obedient even unto death.  

• Christ has been given the authority to unseal the scroll (Rev. 5:9-11) 
o Seven Horns represent His authority and power.  
o Seven eyes represent the Spirit.  

 
How do we respond?  

 
• Receive his saving work through faith alone, not our performance.  
• Serve as lions and lambs. Spiritual power in gentleness and meekness. 

o QUESTION: How do we serve as lions and lambs? 

 

A New Song – Revelation 5:9-14 

 
• We are a kingdom of priests! 

o We offer eternal worship to our LORD. 
o We reign as priests through the teaching of His truth, obedience to His 

commands, and offering grace to all 
• This is what the “angels long to look into” (1 Peter 1:12) 
• A new song for the churches in Asia! The LORD reigns, not Caesar. (Rev. 5:13-14) 

 
 



 
And…SCENE! 

 
• To hear and keep the words of Rev. 4-5 is to allow this scene to capture our 

imaginations and shape what we consider to be beautiful, compelling, heartbreaking, 
worth celebrating, and worth longing for.  

 
Question for the Week 

What in my life is getting the passion that belongs to Jesus? 
 
Resources 

 
• Songs to enjoy! 

o Great Are You Lord – All Sons & Daughters 
o Is He Worthy? – Andrew Peterson 

 
• Books 

o Guthrie, Nancy. Blessed: Experiencing the Promise of the Book of Revelation. 
o Hendriksen, William. More than Conquerors: An Interpretation of the Book of 

Revelation 
o Lewis, C.S. The Weight of Glory.  
o Philips, Richard D. Revelation. Reformed Expository Commentary.  


