
A Study in the Book of Revelation 
Class 2: February 19, 2023 

Schedule 

• 2/12/2023  Revelation 1:1-8 
• 2/19/2023  Revelation 1:9-20 

o 2/26/2023  Food & Fellowship Day 
• 3/5/2023  Revelation 2-3 
• 3/12/2023  Revelation 4-5 
• 3/19/2023  Revelation 6-7 
• 3/26/2023  Revelation 8-11 

o 4/2/2023  Food & Fellowship Day  
• 4/9/2023 (EASTER) Revelation 12-14 
• 4/16/2023  Revelation 15-16 
• 4/23/2023  Revelation 17:1-19:10 
• 4/30/2023  Revelation 19:11-20:15 

o 5/7/2023  Food & Fellowship Day 
• 5/14/2023  Revelation 21:1-22:5 
• 5/21/2023  Revelation 22:6-21 

o 5/28/2023  Food & Fellowship Day 
 
 
Purpose 

“My poems: a handful of dust 
trying to get back to supernova. 
Like every longing, everything alive.” 

- Marilyn Nelson, Faster Than Light: New and Selected Poems, 1996-2011 

“Life… may well be compared with these public Games for in the vast crowd assembled here 
some are attracted by the acquisition of gain, others are led on by the hopes and ambitions of 
fame and glory. But among them there are a few who have come to observe and to understand 
all that passes here.  It is the same with life. Some are influenced by the love of wealth while 
others are blindly led on by the mad fever for power and domination, but the finest type of 
man gives himself up to discovering the meaning and purpose of life itself. He seeks to uncover 
the secrets of nature. This is the man I call a philosopher for although no man is completely 
wise in all respects, he can love wisdom as the key to nature’s secrets.” – Pythagoras (c. 570–c. 
495 BC), quoted in Simon Singh, Fermat's Enigma: The Epic Quest to Solve the World's Greatest 
Mathematical Problem.  

“Nature operates for the sake of an end, and this is a good.” (Aristotle, De Somno 2.455b17–
22).  
 



“In every block of marble I see a statue as plain as though it stood before me, shaped and 
perfect in attitude and action. I have only to hew away the rough walls that imprison the lovely 
apparition to reveal it to the other eyes as mine see it.” (internet quote – verify it before you 
believe Michelangelo said it). 
 
People are searching for purpose.  
 
“The results described in this chapter indicate that our universe itself is one of many, and that 
its apparent laws are not uniquely determined. This must be disappointing for those who hoped 
that an ultimate theory, a theory of everything, would predict the nature of everyday physics… 
We seem to be at a critical point in the history of science, in which we must alter our 
conception of goals and of what makes a physical theory acceptable” (Stephen Hawking and 
Leonard Mlodinow, The Grand Design, 143).  
 
“Man differs from other animals in one very important respect, and that is that he has some 
desires which are, so to speak, infinite, which can never be fully gratified, and which would 
keep him restless even in Paradise. The boa constrictor, when he has had an adequate meal, 
goes to sleep, and does not wake until he needs another meal. Human beings, for the most 
part, are not like this” (Bertrand Russell, part of his 1950 Nobel Prize acceptance speech, 
https://www.nobelprize.org/prizes/literature/1950/russell/lecture/).  
 
 
Where do people in your sphere of influence look for their purpose?  
 
 
Where do you? 
 
 
 
  

https://www.nobelprize.org/prizes/literature/1950/russell/lecture/


Outline of Revelation 

“As modern thinkers and readers, we tend to expect events depicted in a piece of writing to be 
in chronological order. In fact, many interpreters attempt to force the events depicted in the 
book of Revelation into chronological order. But if we try to do that, we find that Jesus is 
depicted as coming again numerous times and there are numerous ‘final’ judgments” (Nancy 
Guthrie, Blessed, 21).  
 
Struggle on Earth 

1. 1:1-3:22 | Christ in the Midst of the Lampstands 
2. 4:1-7:17 | The Vision of Heaven and the Seals 
3. 8:1-11:19 | The Seven Trumpets 

 
Deeper Spiritual Background 

4. 12:1-14:20 | The Persecuting Dragon 
5. 15:1-16:21 | The Seven Bowls 
6. 17:1-19:21 | The Fall of Babylon 
7. 20:1-22:21 | The Great Consummation (Millennium)  

 
“The seven sections are arranged, as it were, in an ascending, climactic order. The book reveals 
a gradual progress in eschatological emphasis” (Hendricksen, More Than Conquerors, 35).  
 
 
The Number 7 

ἑπτά (hepta) is found fifty-four times in the book.  
 
Completeness and Perfection 
 
 
Examples in OT 

1. Creation 
2. Fourth Commandment, Sabbath 
3. Year of Jubilee (Lev. 25) 
4. Seven feasts on the Jewish calendar 
5. Exile for 70 years (Jer. 25:12).  
6. 70 Weeks in Daniel 9 

 
 

  



Revelation 1:9-11 

9 I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and the kingdom and the patient 
endurance that are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos on account of the word of God and 
the testimony of Jesus. 10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and I heard behind me a loud 
voice like a trumpet 11 saying, “Write what you see in a book and send it to the seven churches, 
to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia 
and to Laodicea.” 

 

John centers his experience on “the kingdom” of Christ. 
 
From Richard D. Phillips, Revelation, 59 

I. Circumstances cannot inhibit this kingdom. 
• Where was John? Imprisoned (think Riker’s Island, Alcatraz, Robben Island) 
• Do not shrink back from proclaiming the Gospel in your life and behavior just 

because it is hard. 
II. Our full experience of Christ’s kingdom yet remains ahead, coming to us only when 

Jesus returns from heaven. 
III. Most significantly, we only receive the kingdom “in Jesus” 

 
“Revelation is a call to patient endurance of tribulation as we await the coming of Christ’s 
kingdom in all of its fullness” (Guthrie, Blessed, 45).  
 
“Lord’s Day” is Sunday 

Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 16:2 
Clement of Alexandria: “A true Christian, according to the commands of the Gospel, 
observes the Lord’s Day by casting out all bad thoughts, and cherishing all goodness, 
honoring the resurrection of the Lord, which took place on that day” (quoted in Derek 
Thomas, Let’s Study Revelation, 11; Richard Phillips, Revelation, 61-62).  

 
Trumpet sounds are important in OT – people are gathered together at the sound of the 
trumpet – Ex. 19:16,19; Lev. 25:9; Jos. 6:5; Is. 58:1 
 
  



Revelation 1:12-16 

12 Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on turning I saw seven golden 
lampstands, 13 and in the midst of the lampstands one like a son of man, clothed with a long 
robe and with a golden sash around his chest. 14 The hairs of his head were white, like white 
wool, like snow. His eyes were like a flame of fire, 15 his feet were like burnished bronze, refined 
in a furnace, and his voice was like the roar of many waters. 16 In his right hand he held seven 
stars, from his mouth came a sharp two-edged sword, and his face was like the sun shining in 
full strength. 

How does John describe this image of the Son of Man? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Son of Man” 
Daniel 7:13-14 
  

It is a connection to the vision of Daniel, centuries before this, of a figure who comes 
from the Ancient of Days who “is the sovereign Master of an indestructible kingdom 
that is going to crush all others” (Douglas Kelly, Revelation, 26).  

 
“like” 
“Like” is language of imagery and analogy and metaphor  
 
An important interpretative lesson of poetic, apocalyptic, parabolic literature:   
distinguish between principle and detail 
 
Ask:  What is the picture taken as a whole? What is the central meaning of this picture? 
 
“The fabric of the book consists of moving pictures. The details that pertain to the picture 
should be interpreted in harmony with its central thought. We should ask two questions; First, 
what is the entire picture? Second, what is its predominant idea?” (Hendricksen, More Than 
Conquerors, 40). 
 
God is not trying to confuse us.  
 
 
 
  



Revelation 1:17-20 
17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right hand on me, saying, 
“Fear not, I am the first and the last, 18 and the living one. I died, and behold I am alive 
forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades. 19 Write therefore the things that you 
have seen, those that are and those that are to take place after this. 20 As for the mystery of the 
seven stars that you saw in my right hand, and the seven golden lampstands, the seven stars 
are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches. 
 
What does John do? 
Gen. 3:8, 17:3; Ex. 3:6; Num 22:31; Jos. 5:14; Is. 6:5; Dan. 7:15 
 
What does the Son of Man do? 

 
“What a wonderful comfort for persecuted believers, some of whom were soon to lay down 
their lives for the cause of the Gospel” (Hendricksen, More Than Conquerors, 57).  
 
Where is the Son of Man?   
 
STARS 

• either (1) Pastors or (2) Angels.   
• Either way, they are held in Jesus’ hand.   

 
“Think what that vision would have meant to the persecuted churches to whom John was 
writing. Think of the comfort of knowing that they were held in his right hand, the best and 
safest place we could possibly be” (Steve Wilmshurst, The Final Word: The Book of Revelation 
Simply Explained (2008), 31). 
 
LAMPSTANDS 

• Matt 5:14; Ex. 25:31; Zech. 4:2 
 
In tabernacle – one lampstand with seven lamps. (menorah) 
Here, we have seven lampstands.  
Why the difference?  

• In OT – visible, physical unity   
• In NT – there is spiritual unity in Christ while exhibiting physical separation.  

“The light which Christians possess is always a borrowed light” (William Barclay, The Revelation 
of John, 3rd ed., 2 vols., 2004, 1:62).  
 
What drives you to get out of bed every morning?  
Why do you feel stymied in life? 
“Just as the Ancient of Days was seated in Daniel’s vision as Judge of the nations, Christ is the 
Ruler of kings on earth, and they will give account to him in the day of his coming” (Phillips, 
Revelation, 63). 


