
A Study in the Book of Revelation 
Class 1: February 12, 2023 

Schedule 

• 2/12/2023  Revelation 1:1-8 
• 2/19/2023  Revelation 1:9-20 

o 2/26/2023  Food & Fellowship Day 
• 3/5/2023  Revelation 2-3 
• 3/12/2023  Revelation 4-5 
• 3/19/2023  Revelation 6-7 
• 3/26/2023  Revelation 8-11 

o 4/2/2023  Food & Fellowship Day  
• 4/9/2023 (EASTER) Revelation 12-14 
• 4/16/2023  Revelation 15-16 
• 4/23/2023  Revelation 17:1-19:10 
• 4/30/2023  Revelation 19:11-20:15 

o 5/7/2023  Food & Fellowship Day 
• 5/14/2023  Revelation 21:1-22:5 
• 5/21/2023  Revelation 22:6-21 

o 5/28/2023  Food & Fellowship Day 
 
 
What do you think? 

 
• What do you think or feel about investing yourself in a study of this book? What is a 

word or phrase comes to mind when you think of the book of Revelation? 
• What are you hoping to get out of this study? 
• What might cause us to want to avoid this book? 

 
Why should we study Revelation? 

• Good news! We can understand it! 
• We need help to see this world, and our lives in this world, through the perspective of 

heaven.  
 We do not have all the data we need to evaluate what is happening in 

our world.  John’s view of earth from the perspective of heaven will help 
us better see the true nature of things.  

• This book promises to bless those who "hear and keep" this book. 
•  

How do I prepare? 

• Be ready to use your visual imagination.  
• Be ready to develop skills in interpreting symbols. 
• Ask questions, share, and discuss.  
• Be ready to let go of what you know or feel about this book.  
• Know thyself!  

  



 
Author, Date, and Audience 

 
• Author: the Apostle John  
• Date: Most scholars believe this occurred during the mid-90s AD while imprisoned on 

Patmos.  
• Audience: the seven churches in Asia are mentioned but the use of the number “7” 

indicates he is addressing the whole church through them.   
 
Am I reading this right? How to read apocalyptic literature.  

 
• (Revelation is) “A prophetic book about the prophet’s apocalypse that he communicates 

by means of a letter.” – Tim Mackie, Bible Project 
• Apocalypse - ἀποκάλυψις - Means to reveal or disclose.  
• Symbols - The symbols in Revelation are meant to reshape our imagination so we think 

differently about the world. We are not looking for a specific literal meaning.  
• Keys to understanding Revelation 

- Know your bible - “The key to understanding biblical apocalyptic literature is to look 
at the literary design that’s introduced in the book of Genesis and developed 
throughout the rest of Scripture.” – Tim Mackie, Bible Project.  

- Avoid Pitfalls 
 

 
 
 

 
 



Outline of Revelation 

 
1. 1:1-3:22 | Christ in the Midst of the Lampstands 
2. 4:1-7:17 | The Vision of Heaven and the Seals 
3. 8:1-11:19 | The Seven Trumpets 
4. 12:1-14:20 | The Persecuting Dragon 
5. 15:1-16:21 | The Seven Bowls 
6. 17:1-19:21 | The Fall of Babylon 
7. 20:1-22:21 | The Great Consummation (Millennium)  

 
These all occur simultaneously, providing perspectives from one aspect and then another.  
 
The Millennium 

We need to be careful of the focus we put on our view of the millennium. While important, it 
can often lead our attention away from the main focus of Revelation.  
 

i. Pre-Millennialism - BEFORE - is the belief that after a period of severe tribulation of the 
earth, Jesus will visibly and bodily return to earth, and will rule and reign on the earth 
for a period of one thousand years (millennium) of peace and prosperity. 

 
ii. Amillennialism -ALREADY, NOT YET - millennium is a symbolic way of speaking of the 

entire present age, between the ascension and Christ’s glorious return.  
 

iii. Post-millennialism - AFTER – millennium is not necessarily a literal 1,000 years. 
However, the church will enjoy a golden age of righteousness on earth towards the end 
of the gospel age, when the church has conquered all other religions throughout the 
world. Jesus will return after this period. 
 

Theme of Revelation 

• Hendriksen states: “The theme is the victory of Christ and of His Church over the 
dragon (Satan) and his helpers.” 

• Revelation 17:14 They will make war on the Lamb, and the Lamb will conquer them, 
for he is Lord of lords and King of kings, and those with him are called and chosen 
and faithful.” 

• The Lamb wins! (Phillips) 
 

The Prologue – Revelation 1:1-8 

1 The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show to his servants the things that 
must soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, 2 who bore 
witness to the word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he 
saw. 3 Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who 
hear, and who keep what is written in it, for the time is near. 

4 John to the seven churches that are in Asia: 



Let’s Observe…what do we see? 

• A book of genres! How many do we see? 
• What is the chain of communication and what is each member’s role? 
• v. 4 give us a chance to look to a pattern from the rest of Scripture. What does “7” 

symbolize in the rest of Scripture? 

Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven 
spirits who are before his throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the 
dead, and the ruler of kings on earth. 

• See the Trinity! The Father gives grace and peace, the Holy Spirit dispenses it, and 
Jesus gains it for us through his death and resurrection! 

To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood 6 and made us a 
kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. 7 Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who 
pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of him. Even so. Amen. 

8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is and who was and who is to come, 
the Almighty.” 

• What encouragement do we find in these passages? What warning is found?  
 
 
Resources 

 
• Songs to enjoy! 

o Victory in Jesus (various artists) 
o Yet Not I but Through Christ in Me – City Alight 

 
• Online Resources 

o Bible Project Podcast Series on Apocalyptic Literature 
https://bibleproject.com/podcast/series/apocalyptic-literature/ 

 
• Books 

o Guthrie, Nancy. Blessed: Experiencing the Promise of the Book of Revelation. 
o Hendriksen, William. More than Conquerors: An Interpretation of the Book of 

Revelation 
o Philips, Richard D. Revelation. Reformed Expository Commentary.  
o The Global ESV Study Bible.  

 

https://bibleproject.com/podcast/series/apocalyptic-literature/

