
Deconstruction 
Class 4: January 29, 2023 

Schedule 
 

• 1/8 – Introduction – What is Deconstruction? 
• 1/15 – Who are Generation Z? And why are so many of them deconstructing? 
• 1/22 – How do we respond? (Hypocrisy, Politicized Christianity, Biblical Illiteracy) 
• 1/29 – How do we respond? (Biblical Illiteracy, Denial of Self-Denial, Problem of Evil) 
• 2/5 – Fellowship Day with Food and introduction to our two Spring classes 
• 2/18 – Class 1 of Revelation / Class 1 of Marriage Class 

 
 
Invitation to a Group 

 
- contact Joe at joe@wepc.org 

 
 
Galatians 1:1-12, 2:15-21 
1 1 Paul, an apostle—not from men nor through man, but through Jesus Christ and God the 
Father, who raised him from the dead— 2 and all the brothers who are with me, 

To the churches of Galatia: 

3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, 4 who gave himself for 
our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father, 5 to 
whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

6 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the grace of Christ and 
are turning to a different gospel— 7 not that there is another one, but there are some who 
trouble you and want to distort the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we or an angel from heaven 
should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, let him be accursed. 9 As 
we have said before, so now I say again: If anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary to the 
one you received, let him be accursed. 

10 For am I now seeking the approval of man, or of God? Or am I trying to please man? If I were 
still trying to please man, I would not be a servant of Christ. 

11 For I would have you know, brothers, that the gospel that was preached by me is not man’s 
gospel. 12 For I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a 
revelation of Jesus Christ… 

… 2 15 We ourselves are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners; 16 yet we know that a person is 
not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we also have believed in 
Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the law, because by 
works of the law no one will be justified. 



17 But if, in our endeavor to be justified in Christ, we too were found to be sinners, is Christ then 
a servant of sin? Certainly not! 18 For if I rebuild what I tore down, I prove myself to be a 
transgressor. 19 For through the law I died to the law, so that I might live to God. 20 I have been 
crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live 
in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 21 I do not 
nullify the grace of God, for if righteousness were through the law, then Christ died for no 
purpose. 

 

 

“We are losing a generation—not because they are secularists, but because they believe we 
are. What this demands is not a rebranding, but a repentance—meaning, as the Bible does, a 
turnaround. Stranger things have happened, and that’s good, because we will need it. We need 
to be the people of Christ and him crucified, the people of a Word that stands above all earthly 
powers and, no thanks to them, abides” (Russell Moore, “Why the Church Is Losing the Next 
Generation,” http://www.russellmoore.com (blog), 
https://www.russellmoore.com/2021/04/15/losing-our-religion/). 
 

 

 

Moralistic Therapeutic Deism 
 

In 2005, Sociologists Christian Smith and Melinda Lundquist Denton published the book, Soul 
Searching: The Religious and Spiritual Lives of American Teenagers (Oxford University Press, 
2005).  A Lily Endowment funded research, National Study of Youth and Religion, conducted 
from 2001-2005 at UNC-Chapel Hill, into the religious and spiritual lives of thousands of 
teenagers. 

“We suggest that the de facto dominant religion among contemporary US teenagers is what we 
might well call “Moralistic Therapeutic Deism.” The creed of this de facto religion is: 

1. A God exists who created and orders the world and watches over human life on earth. 
2. God wants people to be good, nice, and fair to each other, as taught in the Bible and by 

most world religions. 
3. The central goal of life is to be happy and to feel good about oneself. 
4. God does not need to be particularly involved in one’s life except when God is needed 

to resolve a problem. 
5. Good people go to heaven when they die. 

 

http://www.russellmoore.com/
https://www.russellmoore.com/2021/04/15/losing-our-religion/


“We have come with some confidence to believe that a significant part of Christianity in the 
United States is actually only tenuously Christian in any sense that is seriously connected to the 
actual historical Christian tradition, but has rather substantially morphed into Christianity's 
misbegotten stepcousin, Christian Moralistic Therapeutic Deism. This has happened in the 
minds and hearts of many individual believers and, it also appears, within the structures of at 
least some Christian organizations and institutions. The language, and therefore experience, of 
Trinity, holiness, sin, grace, justification, sanctification, church, Eucharist, and heaven and hell 
appear, among most Christian teenagers in the United States at the very least, to be supplanted 
by the language of happiness, niceness, and an earned heavenly reward. It is not so much that 
U.S. Christianity is being secularized. Rather more subtly, Christianity is either degenerating into 
a pathetic version of itself or, more significantly, Christianity is actively being colonized and 
displaced by a quite different religious faith” (Christian Smith & Melina Lundquist Denton, Soul 
Searching: The Religious and Spiritual Lives of American Teenagers (Oxford University Press, 
2005), 171). 
 
 
 
Biblical Illiteracy (Moralistic) 
 

“You can’t really have a rational discussion about the deity of Jesus unless you believe the Bible 
is God’s Word” (Alisa Childers, Another Gospel, Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale Momentum, 2020), 
152).  

“Just interpret Scripture the way that Jesus did! He ignores, denies, or openly opposes 
his own Scriptures whenever they are imperialistic, punitive, exclusionary, or tribal” 
(Richard Rohr, The Divine Dance, quoted in Alisa Childers, Another Gospel, 164).  

“I am incurably convinced that the object of opening the mind, as of opening the mouth, is to 
shut it again on something solid” (G.K. Chesterton, The Autobiography of G.K. Chesterton, 217).  

 

“It is certain that man never achieves a clear knowledge of himself unless he first looked upon 
God’s face, and then descends from contemplating him to scrutinize himself” (John Calvin, 
Institutes I.1.2).  

“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is 
insight” (Proverbs 9:10).  

“Doubt is part and parcel of the Christian experience. God is not threatened by your doubts” 
(Chad Johnson, “The Secret Deconstruction of the Sex Addict,” Death to Deconstruction 
podcast, January 3, 2023, https://deathtodeconstruction.podbean.com/e/the-secret-
deconstruction-of-the-sex-addict-with-chad-johnson/). 
 

https://deathtodeconstruction.podbean.com/e/the-secret-deconstruction-of-the-sex-addict-with-chad-johnson/
https://deathtodeconstruction.podbean.com/e/the-secret-deconstruction-of-the-sex-addict-with-chad-johnson/


Lina Abujamra, Fractured Faith (Chicago: Moody Publishers, 2021), 161

 

“What a sinful church needs is not deconstruction but deep construction. We have to forsake 
shallow critique to build a more faithful vision of the community of Jesus. But we cannot do it 
without holding to the deposit of faith we’ve received from the historic and global church. We 
cannot do it without the truth of Scripture. And we cannot do it without the Holy Spirit.” (Tish 
Harrison Warren, “The Church Needs Reformation, Not Deconstruction: A short guide to the 
exvangelical movement,” Christianity Today, October 19, 2021, 
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2021/november/exvangelical-warren-guide-to-
deconstruction-church.html). 

https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2021/november/exvangelical-warren-guide-to-deconstruction-church.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2021/november/exvangelical-warren-guide-to-deconstruction-church.html


The Denial of Self-Denial (Therapeutic) 
 

“The church is broken. It cannot be fixed from the inside. Evangelicalism is rotten, shot through 
to the core with the kind of infectious hatred that cannot be undone one person at a time. The 
institution is designed to work against women, against queers, against anyone who isn’t white, 
against anyone who wakes up while still plugged in; it’s designed to press on us until we are 
crushed within it, unrecognizable to ourselves.  

“Leave it behind. Burn it down. Go build something new.  And know this: You aren’t alone. You 
were never alone. The damage the church has done is extraordinary; witness the wake of its 
destruction, of its spiritual abuse and political maneuvering.” (Jeanna Kadlec, Heretic: A Memoir 
(New York: HarperCollins, 2022), 248).  

 

“What appears to be the actual dominant religion among US teenagers is centrally about 
feeling good, happy, secure, at peace” (Smith, Soul Searching, 164).  They quote a 15-year-old 
Hispanic conservative Protestant girl from Florida as saying, “God is like someone who is always 
there for your, I don’t know, it’s like God is God. He’s just like somebody that’ll always help you 
go through whatever you’re going through. When I became a Christian I was just praying and it 
always made me feel better” (164).  

 

Matthew 16:24-26 

24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take 
up his cross and follow me. 25 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his 
life for my sake will find it. 26 For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and 
forfeits his soul? Or what shall a man give in return for his soul? 

 

John 15:18-25 

18 “If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. 19 If you were of the 
world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose 
you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. 20 Remember the word that I said to you: 
‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If 
they kept my word, they will also keep yours.” 

 

 

 



Cheap Grace 

“Cheap grace is the preaching of forgiveness without requiring repentance, baptism without 
church discipline, communion without confession, absolution without personal confession. 
Cheap grace is grace without discipleship, grace without the cross, grace without Jesus Christ, 
living and incarnate… 

 

“The cross is laid on every Christian. The first Christ-suffering which every man must experience 
is the call to abandon the attachments of this world. It is that dying of the old man which is the 
result of his encounter with Christ. As we embark upon discipleship we surrender ourselves to 
Christ in union with His death—we give over our lives to death. Thus it begins; the cross is not 
the terrible end to an otherwise god-fearing and happy life, but it meets us at the beginning of 
our communion with Christ. 

“When Christ calls a man, He bids him come and die. It may be a death like that of the first 
disciples who had to leave home and work to follow Him, or it may be a death like Luther’s, 
who had to leave the monastery and go out into the world. But it is the same death every 
time—death in Jesus Christ, the death of the old man at his call” (Dietrich Bonhoeffer, The Cost 
of Discipleship (London: SCM Press, 1948/2001), 44).  

 

“In Matthew 7:13-12 Jesus instructs, “Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the 
way is easy that leads to destruction, and those who enter by it are many. For the gate is 
narrow and the way is hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few.” 

“Jesus wasn’t a proponent of ‘easy believism’ or the health-and-wealth gospel. He preached a 
narrow gate and hard path for his followers. While Jesus invites all to come, those who find the 
narrow gate are few. The path is difficult. Those on the path carry crosses and deny themselves 
(Luke 9:23). They forgo sin (1 John 3:7-9). They walk by the Spirit (Gal 5:16). We must carefully 
explain what we mean by a wide-open table when Jesus himself claimed a narrow gate and 
difficult path” (Melissa Kruger, “Open Tables that Forget Jesus,” The Gospel Coalition (blog), 
September 11, 2018, https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/melissa-kruger/open-tables-
that-forget-jesus/).  

 

Revelation 3:15-16 

15 “‘I know your works: you are neither cold nor hot. Would that you were either cold or hot! 16 
So, because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my mouth.” 

 

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/melissa-kruger/open-tables-that-forget-jesus/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/melissa-kruger/open-tables-that-forget-jesus/


The Problem of Evil (Deism) 
 

“Finally, Moralistic Therapeutic Deism is about belief in a particular kind of God: one who exists, 
created the world, and defines our general moral order, but not who is particularly personally 
involved in one’s affairs – especially affairs in which one would prefer not to have God 
involved” (Smith, Soul Searching, 164).  

 

“Deconstruction can fail. One reason it fails is because well-trained guides aren’t included in the 
process. Many assume they are discovering new problems with the Christian faith. (If I had a 
dollar for every young ‘deconstructor’ who discovered the problem of evil for the first time, I 
could fill a library on the topic.) 

“Without a guide who knows something about the terrain of the Christian tradition, about its 
tensions and perennial questions and the places where good answers are hard to come by, a 
naive questioner may feel that they have exhausted the Christian faith, that its tradition cannot 
hold their questions, that they have moved beyond it” (Kirsten Sanders, “Wait, You’re Not 
Deconstructing?,” Christianity Today, February 14, 2022, 
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2022/march/exvangelical-theology-wait-youre-not-
deconstructing.html).  

 

“The problem of evil is the most difficult problem in Christian theology. I don’t think there is any 
fully satisfying answer to it. We can’t compromise the Scripture's teaching that God is good and 
holy, that he hates sin and evil. On the other hand, we can't compromise the Bible’s teaching 
that God planned all history in advance and works all things according to his will. We cannot 
make those convictions fit together comfortably or seamlessly” (John M. Frame, We Are all 
Philosophers: A Christian Introduction to Seven Fundamental Questions (Bellingham, MA: 
Lexham Press, 2019), 87-88).  

 

“I used to think that wrath was unworthy of God. Isn't God love? Shouldn't divine love be 
beyond wrath? God is love, and God loves every person and every creature. That's exactly why 
God is wrathful against some of them. My last resistance to the idea of God's wrath was a 
casualty of the war in former Yugoslavia, the region from which I come. According to some 
estimates, 200,000 people were killed and over 3,000,000 were displaced. My villages and cities 
were destroyed, my people shelled day in and day out, some of them brutalized beyond 
imagination, and I could not imagine God not being angry. Or think of Rwanda in the last 
decade of the past century, where 800,000 people were hacked to death in one hundred days! 
How did God react to the carnage? By doting on the perpetrators in a grandparently fashion? 
By refusing to condemn the bloodbath but instead affirming the perpetrators' basic goodness? 

https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2022/march/exvangelical-theology-wait-youre-not-deconstructing.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2022/march/exvangelical-theology-wait-youre-not-deconstructing.html


Wasn't God fiercely angry with them? Though I used to complain about the indecency of the 
idea of God's wrath, I came to think that I would have to rebel against a God who wasn't 
wrathful at the sight of the world's evil. God isn't wrathful in spite of being love. God is wrathful 
because God is love” (Miroslav Volf, Free of Charge: Giving and Forgiving in a Culture Stripped 
of Grace (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2005), 138-39).  

 

“Dr. Robert E. Coleman travels the globe constantly and has his finger on the pulse of 
worldwide Christianity. Several years ago he told me that in the previous fifteen years real 
church growth in North America was zero percent. And we North Americans have astonishing 
resources to work with—not only the riches of Romans 8, which all believers have, but also a 
ministry infrastructure unprecedented in Christian history. We have churches and schools and 
colleges and seminaries and radio stations and conferences and new translations of the Bible 
and publishing companies and magazines and Bible study materials and on and on. And in 
fifteen years, the result? Zero net growth. There is only one word for that outcome: failure. But 
the church in Asia and Africa and Latin America is growing by leaps and bounds. We must ask 
ourselves the question: Why?” (Ray Ortlund, Isaiah: God Saves Sinners (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 
2005), 68).  

 

 

So what are we to do? 
 

Repent of believing a Moralistic Therapeutic Deism. This is another gospel.  

Fall in love with Jesus again.   

Read His Word again.  

Worship Him with our whole heart, soul, mind, and strength.   

Resist your sinful desires by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Repent (and don’t despair) when you inevitably fail. 

Believe in, and talk about, the gracious love of Jesus.  

 
“Fight with Him. But ‘stay in the room’” (Bethany Allen, “The Tragedy of the Christian Family,” 
Death to Deconstruction podcast, November 15, 2022, 
https://deathtodeconstruction.podbean.com/e/the-tragedy-of-the-christian-family-with-
bethany-allen/).  

 

https://deathtodeconstruction.podbean.com/e/the-tragedy-of-the-christian-family-with-bethany-allen/
https://deathtodeconstruction.podbean.com/e/the-tragedy-of-the-christian-family-with-bethany-allen/


What would St. Augustine Say? 
 
(Josh Fenska, “What Augustine Might Say to Someone Deconstructing,” 
www.mereorthodoxy.com, August 18, 2022, https://mereorthodoxy.com/what-augustine-
might-say-to-someone-deconstructing/).  
 
 

1. Believe as much as you can. 
 
“Instead of throwing out everything (as if we could), Augustine encourages us to begin with 
what is clear. Hold fast to what is clearly true and spit out what is clearly false.” 
 

2. Stick with the church. 
 
“You cannot ultimately reject the church without rejecting Christ.” 
 

3. Consider what competing loves exist in your heart. 
 
“In our own journeys, as well, the final hurdle may not be an intellectual hurdle. The desires for 
belonging, success, or wealth may certainly be as powerful as sexual desires.” 
 

4. Seek him (and not only answers).  
 
“If Saint Augustine could sit down with a group of men and women who are deconstructing 
their faith, he would patiently explore their questions and doubts with them. (His willingness to 
explore questions others ignore is part of what makes Augustine wonderful!) But he would also 
emphatically advise others to seek not only answers, but the Lord Himself. In Augustine’s 
perspective, our Triune God is profoundly personal, and this has massive implications for the 
life of faith.” 
 
 
“Our hearts are restless until they find their rest in Thee” (Augustine, Conf. I.1). 

http://www.mereorthodoxy.com/
https://mereorthodoxy.com/what-augustine-might-say-to-someone-deconstructing/
https://mereorthodoxy.com/what-augustine-might-say-to-someone-deconstructing/
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