
Causes of 
Deconstruction



Recap

What is Deconstruction?
“Deconstruction is the process of systematically 

dissecting and often rejecting the beliefs you 
grew up with.”(Alisa Childers, Another Gospel?, 
24). 



Gen Z Values and Questions

Values Questions Church’s Answers

Safety Am I safe? The church is harmful

Acceptance/Inclusion Will you accept me? The church is judgmental

Social Justice Do all people matter to 
God?

Only the right people

Authenticity Can I trust you? The church is hypocritical

Truth What is truth? The church’s teachings are 
irrelevant

Competition and 
accomplishments

Do I have value? Only if you’re the right type 
of person





5 Great Predators

Hypocrisy

Politicized Christianity

Biblical Illiteracy

The Problem of Evil

Denial of Self-Denial



Hypocrisy v. 
Struggling Well



Struggling Well

 Brennan Manning 
Story (Josh Porter, 
Death to 
Deconstruction, 164-
165)

We all have sin and 
none are perfect

Confession, 
repentance, fighting

 This will sometimes 
be misconstrued as 
hypocrisy



- Corruption
- Abuse
- Sex scandals
- Fraud
- Immoral prominent 
church leaders
- Racism (casual or 
otherwise)
- Espousing teachings 
that Jesus would not

Hypocrisy



“

”

“Nurturing long-term 
anger, resentment, and 
bitterness over the 
rampant failure of so-
called Christians drives 
the furious, hurting soul 
further inward over time. 
Mad at parents, the 
church that raised them, 
and the Christianity of 
their upbringing, the 
discontent former 
Christian draws a 
convenient floodlight on 
the failure of everyone 
else, blinding the 
embittered to their own 
failure and inconsistency. 
(Porter, 179)”

This hyper focus on hypocrisy puts all the 
blame on any Christian who makes any 
mistake. Legitimate hypocrisy exists, but 
the one complaining about it uses any 
example of Christian failure to prove their 
point, while conveniently ignoring their 
own flaws.



Politicized 
Christianity

“Let him begin by treating 
the Patriotism … as part of his 
religion. Then let him, under 
the influence of partisan spirit, 
come to regard it as the most 
important part. … Provided 
that meetings, pamphlets, 
policies, movements, causes, 
and crusades, matter more 
to him than prayers and 
sacraments and charity, he is 
ours-and the more ‘religious’ 
(on those terms) the more 
securely ours. I could show 
you a pretty cageful down 
here.”
-C.S. Lewis, The Screwtape 
Letters



The Problem
 In the 1980’s and 1990’s, the view was that the right 

(Republicans) could do no wrong. They were the party of 
God, of the Gospel!

 Jerry Falwell, post 9/11 (Porter, 138)
 Let’s Go Brandon!
 This ignores Bible passages such as:

 Titus 3:1-2 “Remind them to be submissive to rulers and 
authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for every good 
work, to speak evil of no one, to avoid quarreling, to be 
gentle, and to show perfect courtesy toward all people.”

 1 Timothy 2:1-4 “First of all, then, I urge that supplications, 
prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all 
people, for kings, and all who are in high positions, that we 
may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in 
every way. This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of 
God our Savior, who desires all people to be saved and to 
come to the knowledge of the truth.”



The Times, 
They Are A-
Changing

 Our deconstructionists have seen this, and 
rejected it!
 “The angry, reactionary deconstruction mentality 

believes that to claim Christianity is tantamount to 
becoming an active member of the Republican 
party and the NRA.” (Porter, 151)

 “These angry reactionary deconstructionists 
insist that God needs saving from the elephants, 
and the only way to rescue him is to send in the 
donkeys.” (Porter, 151)
 Do you see the problem with this? They’re 

committing the same sin of their fathers, just on 
the other side of the aisle.

 What if politicians and presidents and parties 
aren’t supposed to be our saviors? What if Jesus 
alone is meant to be the savior, and what if we 
can trust Him with the fate of our country and 
world?



Biblical 
Illiteracy

What is the Bible?



Relying on 
Guides

 How many of us understood the Bible 
the first time we picked it up to read 
it?

 How many of us are able to 
understand it well now?

We need pastors, elders, teachers to 
help us understand how to 
understand the biblical text!

 The Bible is best learned and 
interpreted in the community of 
believers known as the Church!



Some verses for consideration:

Matthew 4:9: “And he said to him, ‘All these I 
will give you, if you will fall down and worship 
me.’”

Psalm 137:9 “Blessed shall he be who takes 
your little ones and dashes them against the 
rock!”



Where this 
can go 
wrong

What happens when the 
person/community teaching you 
doesn’t know what they’re talking 
about either?

 Legalism
 Doesn’t understand the Biblical genres 

and claims
Does Jesus really want us to rip our eyes 

out, or was he making a point?
 Making secondary things primary
 Poorly explained moral contradictions
 The Bible as a weapon



The Deconstructionist Response

Get rid of what feels wrong
 Instead of the rigidity of ultra-conservatism, they see the 

Bible as helpful myths, or a record of human experience 
with God, and take what seems right from it.

 However, watering down God’s Word waters down God.
When we diminish the Bible, we diminish Jesus
What we are left with is not Christianity, and it will save no one.



Understanding 
the Bible

 A good, Bible teaching and honoring 
community.

 Understand the big picture of the Bible, 
the Gospel, and the Savior in the 
middle of it all.
 It is more than rules and regulations.
 It is more than a list of what to believe.
 It cannot be reduced to a checklist we 

either follow or reject.
 It is the story of God’s work in salvation!



“Success, for a reader of the 
Bible, isn’t referencing random 
texts for life lessons, like an 
encyclopedia, but in moving 
backward and forward, long 
bouts and short sessions, slowly 
and carefully, with ongoing 
consideration and new insights as 
we grow and are shaped by the 
text itself.” (Porter, 76)



The Hope in 
the 
Deconstruction

Biblical Illiteracy is the most 
dangerous of the great predators.

However, when we understand the 
Bible, and we fall in love with the 
God who authored it and to whom 
it points to, then we can hold fast to 
the faith He gives us.

When we are anchored in the 
truth, we can stand despite all 
hypocrisy and despite all the 
attempts of politics to hijack our 
faith.
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