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First Sunday of Advent
9:00 am ¢ Sunday, November 30, 2025

Words in BOLD are for congregational participation, either said or sung.
Words to hymns are printed in this bulletin, but you are encouraged to open up and use the red ELW
(Evangelical Lutheran Worship) hymnal found below or in front of your seat. Hymn numbers are provided.

PreLUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CHORAL INVOCATION Come and Fill Our Hearts
OPENING HYMN Blessed Be the God of Israel ELW 250

Blessed be the God of Israel who comes to set us free

And raises up new hope for us: a Branch from David’s tree.
So have the prophets long declared that with a mighty arm
God would turn back our enemies and all who wish us harm.

With promised mercy will God still the covenant recall,

The oath once sworn to Abraham, from foes to save us all;
That we might worship without fear and offer lives of praise
In holiness and righteousness to serve God all our days.

My child, as prophet of the Lord you will prepare the way,

To tell God’s people they are saved from sin’s eternal sway.

Then shall God’s mercy from on high shine forth and never cease
To drive away the gloom of death and lead us into peace.

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE OF HOPE
As we wait—expectantly—for God to break into our world, into our communities, into our lives,
may we have eyes to see, soft hearts toward others, and hands open to what God has for us
now, trusting that something new is going to break forth amid this Advent darkness.
God, seek us out, and find us, we your tired people, and lead us out to where hope lies, where
your kingdom will come and your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Fill us with your courage. Calm us with your love. Fortify us with your hope.

Bless our waiting for hope, O God.

The first candle of hope is lit.



CANDLE LIGHTING SONG We Are Waiting for Jesus

We are waiting for Jesus, Jesus brings hope;
We are waiting for Jesus, Jesus brings hope.
Loving Shepherd, walk beside us; stir our hearts and gently guide us;
We are waiting for Jesus, Jesus brings hope.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
Amen

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

Together, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we
may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

God, whois rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together
with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your
hearts and lives through faith.

Thanks be to God. Amen

PRrAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray.

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the
threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

STORYTIME Storytime is for the entire congregation as we begin our exploration of our text for the day.
Children are invited forward for Storytime as the congregation sings:

Halle, halle, hallelujah! Halle, halle, hallelujah!
Halle, halle, hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah!
As storytime ends, children in grades 1st-6th are invited to leave the worship center for RLC Kids time and activities
in the Activity Center. They will rejoin families at offering time. Children in Pre-K through Kindergarten are
welcomed to go to Room 45A at the beginning of the service and stay for the entirety of the worship service.



ANTHEM My Lord, What a Morning Spiritual
PREPARING FOR THE WORD O Come, O Come, Emmanuel ELW 257 Vs. 2

O come, O Wisdom from on high, embracing all things far and nigh;
In strength and beauty come and stay; teach us your will and guide our way.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

ReADING Isaiah 2:1-5

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. In days to come the
mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the mountains and shall
be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. Many peoples shall come and say,
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob, that he may
teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth instruction
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. He shall judge between the nations and shall
arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into
pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation; neither shall they learn war any
more. O house of Jacob, come, let us walk In the light of the Lord!

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL Matthew 24:36-44

“But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only
the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in the
days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until

the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them

all away, so, too, will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; one will be
taken, and one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken, and
one will be left. Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming.
But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief
was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into.
Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

MESSAGE Pastor Kent Claussen Gubrud



HyMN ofF THE DAy The King Shall Come ELW 260

The King shall come when morning dawns and light triumphant breaks,
When beauty gilds the eastern hills and life to joy awakes.

Not as of old a little child, to bear and fight and die,
But crowned with glory like the sun that lights the morning sky.

Oh, brighter than the rising morn when Christ, victorious, rose
And left the lonesome place of death, despite the rage of foes.

Oh, brighter than that glorious morn shall dawn upon our race
The day when Christ in splendor comes, and we shall see his face.

The King shall come when morning dawns and light and beauty brings.
Hail, Christ the Lord! Your people pray: come quickly, King of kings.

THE APosTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.

Amen

SHARING THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us share the peace of Christ with those around us. Introduce yourself to someone new.

OFFERING We gather as a people of God, in the presence of God, to offer up our thanks and praise. EI A "l.lL
Offering is one way in which we support and sustain our shared ministry.
You may text your gift: Text <amount>to 651-383-1504,
or scan the QR code in this bulletin.
Children are invited to bring their offering up to the front of the Worship Center.




OFFERING Music Waiting Pepper Choplin

PRrAYERS
Prayer response: God of grace, hear our prayer.

THE LorD’s PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory

forever and ever. Amen

ADVENT BLESSING

May God who comes among us, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
grant you patience in waiting, peace in the darkness, and good news to share today and always.
Amen

CLOSING HYMN Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn ELW 242 Vs.1,2,4

Awake! Awake and greet the new morn, for angels herald its dawning.
Sing out your joy, for soon he is born, behold! the Child of our longing.
Come as a baby weak and poor, to bring all hearts together,

He opens wide the heav’nly door, and lives now inside us forever.

To us, to all in sorrow and fear, Emmanuel comes a-singing,

His humble song is quiet and near, yet fills the earth with its ringing.
Music to heal the broken soul and hymns of loving kindness,

The thunder of his anthems roll to shatter all hatred and blindness.

Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night, though dark the winter and cheerless,
The rising sun shall crown you with light, be strong and loving and fearless.
Love be our song and love our prayer and love our endless story,

May God fill every day we share, and bring us at last into glory.

DismissaL

Goin peace and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

PosTLUDE
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