The People Walking
in Darkness Have
Seen a Great Light

Isaiah 9:2 (NIV)
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Words in BOLD are for congregational participation, either said or sung.
Words to hymns are printed in this bulletin, but you are encouraged to open up and use the red ELW
(Evangelical Lutheran Worship) hymnal found below or in front of your seat. Hymn numbers are provided.

PRreLUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CHORAL INVOCATION God of Our Life, All-Glorious Lord
OPENING HYMN Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether ELW 470
Draw us in the Spirit’s tether; for when humbly, in your name,
Two or three are met together, you are in the midst of them:
Alleluia! Alleluia! Touch we now your garment’s hem.
As disciples used to gather in the name of Christ to sup,
Then with thanks to God the giver break the bread and bless the cup,
Alleluia! Alleluia! so now bind our friendship up.
All our meals and all our living make us sacraments of you,
That by caring, helping, giving, we may be disciples true.

Alleluia! Alleluia! We will serve with faith anew.

STORYTIME Storytime is for the entire congregation as we begin our exploration of our text for the day.
Children are invited forward for Storytime as the congregation sings:



Halle, halle, hallelujah! Halle, halle, hallelujah!
Halle, halle, hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah!

CALL TO WORSHIP Psalm 36

Your love, O LORD, reaches to the heavens, and your faithfulness to the clouds.

Your righteousness is like the strong mountains, your justice like the great deep; you save
humankind and animals, O LORD.

For with you is the well of life, and in your light we see light.

Continue your lovingkindness to those who know you, and your favor to those who are true
of heart.

KYRIE AND HYMN OF PRAISE ELW p. 120-122

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above, and for our salvation,

Let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
And for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
Let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen

Refrain:
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you,
We give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Refrain

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,
You take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;
You are seated at the right hand of the Father, receive our prayer. Refrain

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen Refrain



ANTHEM Make a Joyful Noise John Helgen
PrAYER OF THE DAY

Lord God, source of every blessing, you showed forth your glory and led many to faith by the
works of your Son, who brought gladness and salvation to his people. Transform us by the Spirit
of his love, that we may find our life together in him, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

PREPARING FOR THE WORD Word of God, Come Down on Earth ELW 510

Word of God, come down on earth, living rain from heav’n descending;
Touch our hearts and bring to birth faith and hope and love unending.
Word almighty, we revere you; word made flesh, we long to hear you.

ReADING Isaiah 62: 1-5

The people’s return to Judah after the exile was marred by economic and political troubles.
Nevertheless, the prophet declares, Jerusalem and Judah will be restored. God will rejoice over
Jerusalem as a bridegroom rejoices over the bride, and the people are called to the celebration.

For Zion’s sake | will not keep silent,
and for Jerusalem’s sake | will not rest,
until her vindication shines out like the dawn
and her salvation like a burning torch.
The nations shall see your vindication
and all the kings your glory,
and you shall be called by a new name
that the mouth of the Lord will give.
You shall be a beautiful crown in the hand of the Lord
and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.
You shall no more be termed Forsaken,
and your land shall no more be termed Desolate,
but you shall be called My Delight Is in Her
and your land Married,
for the Lord delights in you,
and your land shall be married.
For as a young man marries a young woman,
so shall your builder marry you,
and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride,
so shall your God rejoice over you.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL John 2:1-11

Turning water to wine at the wedding at Cana is described as the first of Jesus’ signs. Through many
such epiphanies, Jesus reveals that he bears God’s creative power and joyful presence into the world.

On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was
there. Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. When the wine gave
out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” And Jesus said to her, “Woman,
what concern is that to me and to you? My hour has not yet come.” His mother said to the
servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” Now standing there were six stone water jars for the
Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said to them, “Fill
the jars with water.” And they filled them up to the brim. He said to them, “Now draw some
out, and take it to the person in charge of the banquet.” So they took it. When the person
in charge tasted the water that had become wine and did not know where it came from
(though the servants who had drawn the water knew), that person called the bridegroom
and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first and then the inferior wine after the
guests have become drunk. But you have kept the good wine until now.” Jesus did this, the
first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee and revealed his glory, and his disciples believed in him.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

MESSAGE Pastor Eric Lesher
HYMN oF THE DAY Songs of Thankfulness and Praise ELW 310

Songs of thankfulness and praise, Jesus, Lord, to thee we raise;
Manifested by the star to the sages from afar,

Branch of royal David’s stem in thy birth at Bethlehem:
Anthems be to thee addressed, God in flesh made manifest.

Manifest at Jordan'’s stream, prophet, priest, and king supreme;
And at Cana wedding guest in thy God-head manifest;
Manifest in pow’r divine, changing water into wine;

Anthems be to thee addressed, God in flesh made manifest.

Manifest in making whole weakened body, fainting soul;
Manifest in valiant fight, quelling all the devil’s might;
Manifest in gracious will, ever bringing good fromiill:
Anthems be to thee addressed, God in flesh made manifest.

Grant us grace to see thee, Lord, present in thy holy word;
Grace to imitate thee now and be pure, as pure art thou;
That we might become like thee at thy great epiphany,

And may praise thee, ever blest, God in flesh made manifest.



OFFERING We gather as a people of God, in the presence of God, to offer up our thanks and praise.
Offering is one way in which we support and sustain our shared ministry.
You may text your gift: Text <amount>to 651-383-1504,
or scan the QR code in this bulletin.

Children are invited to bring their offering up to the front of the Worship Center.
OFFERING Music At That First Eucharist William Thurton
PRAYERS
PRrAYER OF CONFESSION

Gracious God,
We confess to you and to one another, that we have sinned against you by what we have
done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart
and mind and strength. We have not fully loved our neighbors as ourselves.
Forgive us and free us from our sin. Send your Holy Spirit to empower us to live for you
alone, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

Rejoice in this good news! In + Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven.
You are descendants of the Most High,

adopted into the household of Christ, and inheritors of eternal life.
Live as freed and forgiven children of God.

Amen

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

COMMUNION PRAYER

Holy, Hoty, HoLy ELW p.153
Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,
Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION



THE LORD’s PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen

DisTrIBUTION OF COMMUNION

All are welcome to receive the sacrament of Holy Communion. Non-communing children are
welcome to come forward and receive a blessing. Gluten/peanut free bread is available -

please indicate this preference to the server. White grape juice is available and can be found in the cups
toward the center of the tray. If you are unable to come forward, we will bring the sacrament to you in your seat.

Please indicate this preference as the communion minister walks down your aisle.
CoMMUNION Music Lamb of God
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.

PRrAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Nourishing God,

at this table you have refreshed us

with holy gifts of food and drink.
Strengthen us for service,

and send us out to embody your good news

of liberation and healing for the sake of the world.

In the name of Christ we pray,
Amen

BLESSING

The Spirit of the triune God
bless you with joy,

anoint you with compassion,
and send you in love.

Amen

ELW p. 154



CLOSING HYMN We All Are One in Mission ELW 576

We all are one in mission; we all are one in call,

Our varied gifts united by Christ, the Lord of all.

A single great commission compels us from above

To plan and work together that all may know Christ’s love.

We all are called for service, to witness in God’s name.
Our ministries are diff’rent; our purpose is the same:
To touch the lives of others with God’s surprising grace,
So ev'’ry folk and nation may feel God’s warm embrace.

Now let us be united, and let our song be heard.
Now let us be a vessel for God’s redeeming Word.
We all are one in mission; we all are one in call,
Our varied gifts united by Christ, the Lord of all.

DismissaL

Goin peace and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
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