


17th Sunday after Pentecost
8:30 am ¢ Sunday, September 20, 2026

Words in BOLD are for congregational participation, either said or sung.
Words to hymns are printed in this bulletin, but you are encouraged to open up and use the red ELW
(Evangelical Lutheran Worship) hymnal found below or in front of your seat. Hymn numbers are provided.

PRELUDE Eric Sayre, trumpet
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CHORAL INVOCATION God of Our Life, All-Glorious Lord

OPENING HYMN You Servants of God ELW 825

You servants of God, your master proclaim and publish abroad his wonderful name;
The name, all-victorious, of Jesus extol, His kingdom is glorious and rules over all!

Ascended on high, almighty to save, yet still he is nigh, his presence we have.
The great congregation his triumph shall sing, ascribing salvation to Jesus, our king!

Salvation to God, who sits on the throne! Let all cry aloud and honor the Son.
The praises of Jesus the angels proclaim, fall down on their faces, and worship the Lamb.

Then let us adore and give him his right, all glory and pow’r and wisdom and might,
All honor and blessing with angels above, and thanks never ceasing, and infinite love!

CaLL To WORSHIP
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

God of love, in the wonders of Creation
you feed our souls.

In the gifts of community, and those we love,
you feed our souls.

Inyour forgiveness, and the nourishment of your grace,
you feed our souls.

Through the gifts of prayer and scripture and worship
you feed our souls.
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God, we turn to you again.
Help us be thankful and attentive and to trust that always, you feed our souls.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people, turning us from our sin to live
for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that, attentive to your Word, we may confess
our sins, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things done and
left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live and serve you in newness of life, to the
honor and glory of your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.

KYRIE ELW p. 120

In peace let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the

church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen.

HymN oF PrAISE Glory to God in the Highest ELW p. 121

Refrain:
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you,
we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Refrain
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Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. Refrain

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. Refrain

PRrAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray,

Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual loving kindness to us your servants. Because we
cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train us to embody the
generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

STORYTIME

Storytime is for the entire congregation as we begin our exploration of our text for the day.
Children are invited forward for Storytime as the congregation sings:
Halle, halle, hallelujah! Halle, halle, hallelujah!
Halle, halle, hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah!

As storytime ends, children may return to their seats.
ANTHEM Jubilate Deo Dale Wood
PREPARING FOR THE WORD Word of God, Come Down on Earth ELW 510

Word of God, come down on earth, living rain from heav’n descending;
Touch our hearts and bring to birth faith and hope and love unending.
Word almighty, we revere you; Word made flesh, we long to hear you.

ReabiNG Jonah 3:10—4:11

When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from their evil ways, God
changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them, and he did not
doit.

But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. He prayed to the Lord and said, “O
Lord! Is not this what | said while | was still in my own country?

That is why | fled to Tarshish at the beginning, for | knew that you are a gracious and merciful
God, slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love, and relenting from punishment. And now, O
Lord, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” And the Lord said, “Is
it right for you to be angry?” Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city and
made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become
of the city.

continues->>



The Lord God appointed a bush and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his head, to
save him from his discomfort, so Jonah was very happy about the bush. But when dawn came
up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. When the
sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that
he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is better for me to die than to live”

But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, “Yes,
angry enough to die” Then the Lord said, “You are concerned about the bush, for which you
did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a night.
And should | not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a
hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their right hand from their left and
also many animals?”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia ELW p. 124
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
GosPEL Matthew 20:1-16

“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire
laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius for the day, he sent
them into his vineyard. When he went out about nine o'clock, he saw others standing idle in the
marketplace, and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and | will pay you whatever
isright! So they went. When he went out again about noon and about three o'clock, he did the
same. And about five o'clock he went out and found others standing around, and he said to
them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us!
He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard. When evening came, the owner of the vineyard
said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then
going to the first. When those hired about five o'’clock came, each of them received a denarius.
Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also
received a denarius. And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying,
‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the
burden of the day and the scorching heat. But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, | am doing you
no wrong; did you not agree with me for a denarius? Take what belongs to you and go; | choose
to give to this last the same as | give to you. Am | not allowed to do what | choose with what
belongs to me? Or are you envious because | am generous?’ So the last will be first, and the first
will be last”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

MESSAGE Pastor Kent Claussen Gubrud



HyMN oF THE DAy As Saints of Old ELW 695

As saints of old their first-fruits brought of orchard, flock, and field
To God, the giver of all good, the source of bounteous yield,

So we today first-fruits would bring, the wealth of this good land,
Of farm and market, shop and home, of mind and heart and hand.

A world in need now summons us to labor, love, and give;

To make our life an offering to God, that all may live.

The church of Christ is calling us to make the dream come true:
A world redeemed by Christ-like love; all life in Christ made new.

In gratitude and humble trust we bring our best today

To serve your cause and share your love with all along life’s way.
O God, who gave yourself to us in Jesus Christ your Son,

Teach us to give ourselves each day until life’'s work is done.

THE ApPosTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

SHARING THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us share the peace of Christ with those around us. Introduce yourself to someone new.

OFFERING We gather as a people of God, in the presence of God,
to offer up our thanks and praise.
Offering is one way in which we support and sustain our shared ministry.
Thank you for your gifts.
You may also text your gift: Text <amount>to 651-383-1504.
Children are invited to bring their offering up to the front of the Worship Center.

OFFERING Music Morning Joy Linda Scholes
Jubilate and Bells of Praise



PRrAYERS
Prayer response: Hear us O God. Your mercy is great.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

COMMUNION PRAYER
Holy, HoLy, HoLy ELW p. 130

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LoRD’s PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory

forever and ever. Amen.

DIsTRIBUTION

Taste and see that the Lord is good. Christ’s table is ready and all are welcome to receive the sacrament of Holy Communion.
Non-communing children are welcome to come forward and receive a blessing. Gluten/peanut free bread is available - please
indicate this preference to the server. White grape juice is available and can be found in the cups toward the center of the
tray. If you are unable to come forward, we will bring the sacrament to you in your seat. Please indicate this preference as the
communion minister walks down your aisle.

CoMMUNION Music Lamb of God p. 135

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.



Let Us Break Bread Together Spiritual/arr. Helgen
Post CoMMUNION BLESSING

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you and give you peace. Amen.

CLOSING SoNG God of Grace and God of Glory (Vs. 1, 3) ELW 705

God of grace and God of glory, on your people pour your pow'r,
Crown your ancient church’s story; bring its bud to glorious flow'r.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage for the facing of this hour,

For the facing of this hour.

Cure your children’s warring madness; bend our pride to your control;
Shame our wanton, selfish gladness, rich in things and poor in soul.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, lest we miss your kingdom’s goal,
Lest we miss your kingdom’s goal.

DismissaL

Go in peace to love God and love your neighbor. Thanks be to God! Amen.
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