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Fourth Sunday of Easter
9:00 am e Sunday, April 26,2026

Words in BOLD are for congregational participation, either said or sung.
Words to hymns are printed in this bulletin, but you are encouraged to open up and use the red ELW
(Evangelical Lutheran Worship) hymnal found below or in front of your seat. Hymn numbers are provided.

PreLUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CHORAL INVOCATION Come and Fill Our Hearts
OPENING HYMN Immortal, Invisible ELW 834

Immortal, invisible, God only wise,

In light inaccessible hid from our eyes,

Most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,
Almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise!

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light,

Nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might;

Thy justice like mountains high soaring above

Thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love.

To all life thou givest, to both great and small;

In all life thou livest, the true life of all;

We blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree,
And wither and perish, but nought changeth thee.

Thou reignest in glory, thou dwellest in light;
Thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight;
All laud we would render, oh, help us to see
‘Tis only the splendor of light hideth thee!

CALL To WORSHIP

How joyful it is, to celebrate the good news of God’s love!
We are called to be Easter people!

Darkness cannot claim us!

Fear cannot bind us!

Christisrisen!

Christisrisen, indeed! Amen!



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
Amen

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

Together, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we
may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together
with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your
hearts and lives through faith.

Thanks be to God. Amen

HYMN oF Praise Hallelujah! Jesus Lives! (Vs. 1, 5) ELW 380

Hallelujah! Jesus lives! He is now the Living One;
From the gloomy halls of death Christ, the Conqueror, has gone,
Bright forerunner to the skies of his people, yet torise.

Hallelujah! Angels, sing! Join with us in hymns of praise.
Let your chorus swell the strain which our feebler voices raise:
Glory to our God above and on earth his peace and love!

PRrAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray,

O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety through the valleys
of death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in certainty and security to the joyous feast
prepared in your house, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen



STORYTIME

Storytime is for the entire congregation as we begin our exploration of our text for the day.
Children are invited forward for Storytime as the congregation sings:

Halle, halle, hallelujah! Halle, halle, hallelujah!
Halle, halle, hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah!

As storytime ends, children may return to their seats

ANTHEM Come, Ye That Love the Lord arr. Parker
RLC Choir
PREPARING FOR THE WORD Listen, God Is Calling ELW 513

Leader:  Listen,

All: Listen, God is calling, through the Word inviting,
Offering forgiveness, comfort and joy.

Leader:  Jesus gave his mandate:

All: Share the good news
Leader: That he came to save us
All: And set us free.
ReaDING Acts 2:42-47

[The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and the prayers.

Awe came upon everyone because many wonders and signs were being done through the
apostles. All who believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell their
possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as they
spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad
and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the
Lord added to their number those who were being saved.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL John 10:1-10

[Jesus said:] “Very truly, | tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but
climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd
of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his
own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead

of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. They will not follow a stranger,
but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” Jesus used this
figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them.



So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, | tell you, | am the gate for the sheep. All who came
before me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep did not listen to them. | am the gate. Whoever
enters by me will be saved and will come in and go out and find pasture. The thief comes only to
steal and kill and destroy. | came that they may have life and have it abundantly”’

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

MESSAGE Pastor Marty Wyatt
HyYMN oF THE Day Will You Let Me Be Your Servant ELW 659

Will you let me be your servant, let me be as Christ to you?
Pray that | may have the grace to let you be my servant, too.

We are pilgrims on a journey, we are travelers on the road;
We are here to help each other walk the mile and bear the load.

I will hold the Christ-light for you in the night time of your fear;
I will hold my hand out to you, speak the peace you long to hear.

| will weep when you are weeping; when you laugh I'll laugh with you.
| will share your joy and sorrow till we've seen this journey through.

Will you let me be your servant, let me be as Christ to you?
Pray that | may have the grace to let you be my servant, too.

THE APosTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen



SHARING THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us share the peace of Christ with those around us. Introduce yourself to someone new.

OFFERING We gather as a people of God, in the presence of God, to offer up our thanks and praise.
Offering is one way in which we support and sustain our shared ministry.
You may text your gift: Text <amount>to 651-383-1504,
or scan the QR code in this bulletin.
Children are invited to bring their offering up to the front of the Worship Center.

OFFERING Music | Don’t Know Why Andrae Crouch/arr. Helgen
RLC Choir

PRrAYERS
Prayer response: Merciful God, receive our prayer.
THE LorD’s PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory
forever and ever. Amen

BLESSING

May the loving power of God,

which raised Jesus to new life,
strengthen you in hope,

enrich you with God’s love,

and fill you with joy in the faith. Amen



CLosING HYMN The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve ELW 551

The Spirit sends us forth to serve; we go in Jesus' name
To bring glad tidings to the poor, God's favor to proclaim.

We go to comfort those who mourn and set the burdened free;
Where hope is dim, to share a dream and help the blind to see.

We go to be the hands of Christ, to scatter joy like seed
And, all our days, to cherish life, to do the loving deed.

Then let us go to serve in peace, the gospel to proclaim
God's Spirit has empowered us; we go in Jesus' name.

DismissaL

Go in peace and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
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