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Words in BOLD are for congregational participation, either said or sung.
Words to hymns are printed in this bulletin, but you are encouraged to open up and use the red ELW 

(Evangelical Lutheran Worship) hymnal found below or in front of your seat. Hymn numbers are provided.

Prelude                                                                                                                                                                                                      	
	                           
Welcome and Announcements

Choral Invocation                This Is the Day	                                                                                                      Anne K. Organ

Opening Hymn                         Alleluia, Sing to Jesus (Vs. 1-3)                                                                                  ELW 392	

Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; his the scepter, his the throne;
Alleluia! his the triumph, his the victory alone.
Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion thunder like a mighty flood:
“Jesus, out of ev’ry nation has redeemed us by his blood.”

Alleluia! Not as orphans are we left in sorrow now;
Alleluia! he is near us; faith believes, nor questions how.
Though the cloud from sight received him when the forty days were o’er,
Shall our hearts forget his promise: “I am with you evermore”?

Alleluia! Bread of heaven, here on earth our food, our stay;
Alleluia! here the sinful flee to you from day to day.
Intercessor, friend of sinners, earth’s redeemer, hear our plea
Where the songs of all the sinless sweep across the crystal sea.

                         
Call to Worship

How joyful it is, to celebrate the good news of God’s love!
We are called to be Easter people!

Darkness cannot claim us!
Fear cannot bind us!

Christ is risen!
Christ is risen, indeed!  Amen!

Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
Amen
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Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

Together, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the 
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together 
with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your 
hearts and lives through faith.
Thanks be to God. Amen

Hymn of Praise                                          Hallelujah! Jesus Lives! (Vs. 1, 5)                                                                   ELW 380	

Hallelujah! Jesus lives! He is now the Living One;
From the gloomy halls of death Christ, the Conqueror, has gone,
Bright forerunner to the skies of his people, yet to rise.

Hallelujah! Angels, sing! Join with us in hymns of praise.
Let your chorus swell the strain which our feebler voices raise:
Glory to our God above and on earth his peace and love!

	
Prayer of the Day

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the hope of those who doubt, 
may we, who have not seen, have faith in you and receive the fullness of Christ’s blessing, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen



Storytime

Storytime is for the entire congregation as we begin our exploration of our text for the day. 
Children are invited forward for Storytime as the congregation sings:

Halle, halle, hallelujah! Halle, halle, hallelujah!
Halle, halle, hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah!

As storytime ends, children in grades 1st-6th are invited to leave the worship center for RLC Kids time and activities
 in the Activity Center. They will rejoin families at offering time. Children in Pre-K through Kindergarten are 

welcomed to go to Room 45A at the beginning of the service and stay for the entirety of the worship service. 

Anthem                                               In the Cross of Christ I Glory	 Paul Lindsley Thomas
		  RLC Choir
     
                 
Preparing for the Word                    Listen, God Is Calling (Vs. 1)	 ELW 513

Leader:       Listen,
All:                Listen, God is calling, through the Word inviting,
                       Offering forgiveness, comfort and joy.
Leader:      Jesus gave his mandate:
All:               Share the good news
Leader:      That he came to save us
All:               And set us free.
                                                                   

Reading                                                               1 Peter 1:3-9

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a 
new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead and into 
an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who are 
being protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the 
last time. In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, 
so that the genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold that, though perishable, 
is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is 
revealed. Although you have not seen him, you love him, and even though you do not see him 
now, you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, for you are receiving 
the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

                                                                                               
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.

Gospel                                                          John 20:19-31
	

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were locked where 
the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 
with you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced 
when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent 



me, so I send you.” When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the 
Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, 
they are retained.”
   
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 
So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the 
mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I 
will not believe.”
   
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the 
doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said 
to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. 
Do not doubt but believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, 
“Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 
have come to believe.”

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not written in this 
book. But these are written so that you may continue to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the 
Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Message                                                                                                                                                               Pastor Marty Wyatt

Hymn of the Day                                Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing                                                               ELW 389	
	

Christ is alive! Let Christians sing. The cross stands empty to the sky.
Let streets and homes with praises ring. Love, drowned in death, shall never die.

Christ is alive! No longer bound to distant years in Palestine,
But saving, healing, here and now, and touching ev’ry place and time.

In ev’ry insult, rift and war, where color, scorn, or wealth divide,
Christ suffers still, yet loves the more, and lives, where even hope has died.

Women and men, in age and youth, can feel the Spirit, hear the call,
And find the way, the life, the truth, revealed in Jesus, freed for all.

Christ is alive, and comes to bring good news to this and ev’ry age,
Till earth and sky and ocean ring with joy, with justice, love, and praise.



The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 	creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 	born of the virgin Mary,
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
	 he descended into hell.
	 On the third day he rose again;
	 he ascended into heaven,                                                                                                                 
	 he is seated at the right hand of the Father,                                                                              
	 and he will come to judge the living and the dead.                                                                
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
	 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
	 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen

Sharing the Peace

The peace of the Lord be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us share the peace of Christ with those around us. Introduce yourself to someone new.

Offering	 We gather as a people of God, in the presence of God, to offer up our thanks and praise. 
Offering is one way in which we support and sustain our shared ministry. 

You may text your gift:  Text  <amount> to 651-383-1504, 
or scan the QR code in this bulletin.

Children are invited to bring their offering up to the front of the Worship Center. 

Offering Music	 What Joy! He Lives!	 Robert Wetzler
		  RLC Choir

Prayers

Prayer response: Merciful God, receive our prayer.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory
forever and ever. Amen

 



Blessing 

May the loving power of God,
which raised Jesus to new life,
strengthen you in hope,
enrich you with God’s love,
and fill you with joy in the faith. Amen

Closing Hymn	 	 The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve	                                                                             ELW 551

The Spirit sends us forth to serve; we go in Jesus' name
To bring glad tidings to the poor, God's favor to proclaim.
 
We go to comfort those who mourn and set the burdened free;
Where hope is dim, to share a dream and help the blind to see.
 
We go to be the hands of Christ, to scatter joy like seed
And, all our days, to cherish life, to do the loving deed.
 
Then let us go to serve in peace, the gospel to proclaim
God's Spirit has empowered us; we go in Jesus' name.

Dismissal

Go in peace, Christ is risen!
Thanks be to God!

Postlude
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