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Prelude                                                                                                                                                                Lorene Roste, piano

Welcome and Announcements

Choral Invocation                          God of Our Life, All Glorious Lord

Opening Hymn                                      Songs of Thankfulness and Praise	 ELW 310

Songs of thankfulness and praise, Jesus, Lord, to thee we raise;
Manifested by the star to the sages from afar,
Branch of royal David’s stem in thy birth at Bethlehem:
Anthems be to thee addressed, God in flesh made manifest.

Manifest at Jordan’s stream, prophet, priest, and king supreme;
And at Cana wedding guest in thy God-head manifest;
Manifest in pow’r divine, changing water into wine;
Anthems be to thee addressed, God in flesh made manifest.

Manifest in making whole weakened body, fainting soul;
Manifest in valiant fight, quelling all the devil’s might;
Manifest in gracious will, ever bringing good from ill:
Anthems be to thee addressed, God in flesh made manifest.

Grant us grace to see thee, Lord, present in thy holy word;
Grace to imitate thee now and be pure, as pure art thou;
That we might become like thee at thy great epiphany,
And may praise thee, ever blest, God in flesh made manifest.

Call to Worship

As a new year begins, a morning star arises.
A new day dawns, a new light rises.

God of love, be our morning light.
Christ, our sovereign, be our guiding star.

Holy Spirit, lead us on our journey.
Loving God, by your grace we enter into a new year,

Abiding savior, lead us by a new road, into new lives of grace.
With open hearts and minds we come to worship you. Alleluia. Amen.
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Words in BOLD are for congregational participation, either said or sung.

Words to hymns are printed in this bulletin, but you are encouraged to open up and use the red ELW 
(Evangelical Lutheran Worship) hymnal found below or in front of your seat. Hymn numbers are provided.



Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
Amen

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Together, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the 
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together 
with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your 
hearts and lives through faith.
Thanks be to God. Amen

Hymn of Praise	 Arise, Your Light Has Come	 ELW 314

Arise, your light has come! The Spirit’s call obey;
Show forth the glory of your God which shines on you today.

Arise, your light has come! Fling wide the prison door;
Proclaim the captive’s liberty, good tidings to the poor.

Arise, your light has come! All you in sorrow born,
Bind up the brokenhearted ones and comfort those who mourn.

Arise, your light has come! The mountains burst in song!
Rise up like eagles on the wing, God’s pow’r will make us strong.

Prayer of the Day

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed 
him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ faithful to their calling to be 
your daughters and sons, and empower us all with your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen

 



Storytime	 Storytime is for the entire congregation as we begin our exploration of our text for the day. 
Children are invited forward for Storytime as the congregation sings:

Halle, halle, hallelujah! Halle, halle, hallelujah!
Halle, halle, hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah!

As storytime ends, children in grades 1st-6th are invited to leave the worship center for RLC Kids time and activities
 in the Activity Center. They will rejoin families at offering time. Children in Pre-K through Kindergarten are 

welcomed to go to Room 45A at the beginning of the service and stay for the entirety of the worship service. 

Anthem	                                                Brighter Than the Sun                                                                               Ray Makeever                             
RLC Choir

Preparing for the Word                         O Word of God Incarnate	  ELW 514

O Word of God incarnate, O Wisdom from on high,
O Truth unchanged, unchanging, O Light of our dark sky.
We praise you for the radiance that from the hallowed page,
A lantern to our footsteps, shines on from age to age.

Reading                                                          Isaiah 42:1-9

Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my spirit 
upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. He will not cry out or lift up his voice or 
make it heard in the street; a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will 
not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. He will not grow faint or be crushed until he 
has established justice in the earth, and the coastlands wait for his teaching.

Thus says God, the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the 
earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those who 
walk in it: I am the Lord; I have called you in righteousness; I have taken you by the hand and 
kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations, to open the eyes 
that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in 
darkness. I am the Lord; that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols. See, 
the former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; before they spring forth, I 
tell you of them.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel                                                    Matthew 3:13-17

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John would have 
prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” But Jesus 
answered him, “Let it be so now, for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” 
Then he consented. And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, 



suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw God’s Spirit descending like a dove and 
alighting on him. And a voice from the heavens said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I 
am well pleased.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Message	 Pastor Kent Claussen Gubrud

Hymn of the Day	 Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized	 ELW 304

Christ, when for us you were baptized, God’s Spirit on you came,
As peaceful as a dove, and yet as urgent as a flame,
As urgent as a flame.

God called you, “My beloved Son”; you are God’s servant true,
Sent to proclaim the reign of heav’n, God’s holy will to do,
God’s holy will to do.

Straightway and steadfast unto death you then obeyed the call
To serve with free and willing heart, to give your life for all,
To give your life for all.

Baptize us with your Spirit, Lord; your cross on us be signed,
That likewise in God’s service we may perfect freedom find,
May perfect freedom find.

New Member Reception

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen



Sharing the Peace

The peace of the Lord be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us share the peace of Christ with those around us. Introduce yourself to someone new.

Offering	 We gather as a people of God, in the presence of God, to offer up our thanks and praise. 
Offering is one way in which we support and sustain our shared ministry. 

You may text your gift:  Text  <amount> to 651-383-1504, 
or scan the QR code in this bulletin.

Children are invited to bring their offering up to the front of the Worship Center. 

Offering Music                          Bind Us Together, Lord                                                                                      Bob Gilman

Prayers

Prayer response: Merciful God, receive our prayer.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory
forever and ever. Amen

Blessing

May the triune God,
who has put a new song in your mouth
and tuned your heart for praise
bless you now and forever.
Amen.



Closing Hymn	 The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve	 ELW 551

The Spirit sends us forth to serve; we go in Jesus’ name
To bring glad tidings to the poor, God’s favor to proclaim.
 
We go to comfort those who mourn and set the burdened free;
Where hope is dim, to share a dream and help the blind to see.
 
We go to be the hands of Christ, to scatter joy like seed
And, all our days, to cherish life, to do the loving deed.
 
Then let us go to serve in peace, the gospel to proclaim
God’s Spirit has empowered us; we go in Jesus’ name.

Dismissal

Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. Share Christ.
Thanks be to God!

Postlude	
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