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Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
9:00 am e Sunday, September 28, 2025

Words in BOLD are for congregational participation, either said or sung.
Words to hymns are printed in this bulletin, but you are encouraged to open up and use the red ELW
(Evangelical Lutheran Worship) hymnal found below or in front of your seat. Hymn numbers are provided.

PreLUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CHORAL INVOCATION This Is the Day

OPENING HYMN God of Grace and God of Glory ELW 705

God of grace and God of glory, on your people pour your pow'r,
Crown your ancient church’s story; bring its bud to glorious flow'r.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage for the facing of this hour,

For the facing of this hour.

Lo! The hosts of evil round us scorn the Christ, assail his ways!

From the fears that long have bound us free our hearts to faith and praise.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage for the living of these days,

For the living of these days.

Cure your children’s warring madness; bend our pride to your control;
Shame our wanton, selfish gladness, rich in things and poor in soul.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, lest we miss your kingdom’s goal,
Lest we miss your kingdom’s goal.

Save us from weak resignation to the evils we deplore;

Let the gift of your salvation be our glory evermore.

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, serving you whom we adore,
Serving you whom we adore.

CALL TO WORSHIP

This is the day that the Lord has made.
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. continues->>



We gather for worship in the name of God our Creator,
In whose image we are made beloved children of God.

In the name of Christ our Savior,
Whose death and resurrection has freed us from sin and death.

In the name of the Holy Spirit,
Who transforms and empowers us for lives of discipleship and service.

For the Lord is good and God’s steadfast love endures forever.
Hallelujah! Praise the Lord!

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
Amen

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

Together, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we
may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together
with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your
hearts and lives through faith.

Thanks be to God. Amen

KYRIE ELW 157

In peace, in peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy.
For the reign of God, and for peace throughout the world,
For the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy.
For your people here, who have come to give you praise,
For the strength to live your word, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy.
Help, save, and defend us, O God. Amen



HYMN oF PRrAISE Now the Feast and Celebration ELW 167

Refrain:

Now the feast and celebration, all of creation sings for joy
To the God of life and love and freedom:

Praise and glory for evermore!

Now is the feast of the Lamb once slain,
Whose blood has freed and united us
To be one great people of God. Refrain

Power and riches, wisdom and might,
All honor and glory to Christ forever. Refrain

For God has come to dwell with us, to make us people of God;
To make all things new. Refrain

PRrAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray.

O God, rich in mercy, you look with compassion on this troubled world. Feed us with your grace,
and grant us the treasure that comes only from you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen

STORYTIME Storytime is for the entire congregation as we begin our exploration of our text for the day.
Children are invited forward for Storytime as the congregation sings:

Halle, halle, hallelujah! Halle, halle, hallelujah!
Halle, halle, hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah!

As storytime ends, children in grades 1st-6th are invited to leave the worship center for RLC Kids time and activities
in the Activity Center. They will rejoin families at offering time. Children in Pre-K through Kindergarten are
welcomed to go to Room 45A at the beginning of the service and stay for the entirety of the worship service.

ANTHEM Ain’t a That Good News Spiritual/arr. Dilworth
PREPARING FOR THE WORD Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil ELW 512

Lord, let my heart be good soil, open to the seed of your word.

Lord, let my heart be good soil, where love can grow and peace is understood.
When my heart is hard, break the stone away.

When my heart is cold, warm it with the day.

When my heart is lost, lead me on your way.

Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil.



READING 1 Timothy 6:6-19

Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with contentment, for we brought nothing
into the world, so that we can take nothing out of it, but if we have food and clothing, we will be
content with these. But those who want to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many
senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. For the love of
money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to be rich some have wandered away
from the faith and pierced themselves with many pains.

But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance,
gentleness. Fight the good fight of the faith; take hold of the eternal life to which you were
called and for which you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses. In the
presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before
Pontius Pilate made the good confession, | charge you to keep the commandment without spot
or blame until the manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ, which he will bring about at the right
time—he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords. It is he
alone who has immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or
can see; to him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen.

As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be haughty or to set their
hopes on the uncertainty of riches but rather on God, who richly provides us with everything
for our enjoyment. They are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share,
thus storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they
may take hold of the life that really is life.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL Luke 16:19-31

“There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously
every day. And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, who longed to
satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man’s table; even the dogs would come and lick
his sores. The poor man died and was carried away by the angels to be with Abraham. The rich
man also died and was buried. In Hades, where he was being tormented, he lifted up his eyes
and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. He called out, ‘Father Abraham, have
mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for |

am in agony in these flames. But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during your lifetime

you received your good things and Lazarus in like manner evil things, but now he is comforted
here, and you are in agony. Besides all this, between you and us a great chasm has been fixed,
so that those who might want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from
there to us. He said, ‘Then | beg you, father, to send him to my father’s house—for | have five
brothers—that he may warn them, so that they will not also come into this place of torment.
Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; they should listen to them. He said, ‘No,
father Abraham, but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.

continues ->



He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced
even if someone rises from the dead.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

MESSAGE Pastor Marty Wyatt
HyMN oF THE DAy Gather Us In ELW 532 Vs.1,2,4

Here in this place new light is streaming,
Now is the darkness vanished away;

See in this space our fears and our dreamings
Brought here to you in the light of this day.
Gather us in, the lost and forsaken,

Gather us in, the blind and the lame;

Call to us now and we shall awaken,

We shall arise at the sound of our name.

We are the young, our lives are a myst'ry,
We are the old who yearn for your face;

We have been sung throughout all of history,
Called to be light to the whole human race.
Gather us in, the rich and the haughty,
Gather us in, the proud and the strong;

Give us a heart so meek and so lowly,

Give us the courage to enter the song.

Not in the dark of buildings confining,

Not in some heaven light years away;

But here in this place the new light is shining,
Now is the kingdom, and now is the day.
Gather us in and hold us forever,

Gather us in and make us your own;

Gather us in, all peoples together,

Fire of love in our flesh and our bone.

THE APosTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

continues->>



and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

SHARING THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us share the peace of Christ with those around us. Introduce yourself to someone new.

OFFERING We gather as a people of God, in the presence of God, to offer up our thanks and praise.
Offering is one way in which we support and sustain our shared ministry.
You may text your gift: Text <amount>to 651-383-1504,
or scan the QR code in this bulletin.
Children are invited to bring their offering up to the front of the Worship Center.

OFFERING Music Give Me a Clean Heart Margaret Douroux/arr. John Helgen

PRrAYERS

Prayer response: God of grace, receive our prayer.
THE LoRD’s PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory

forever and ever. Amen

BLEssING

The God of righteousness,

who gives justice to the oppressed,
who gives food to the hungry,

who sets the prisoners free,

bless you now and forever.

Amen



CLOSING HYMN Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service ELW 712 Vs.1,2,4

Lord, whose love in humble service bore the weight of human need,
Who upon the cross, forsaken, worked your mercy’s perfect deed:
We, your servants, bring the worship not voice alone, but heart;
Consecrating to your purpose ev'’ry gift which you impart.

Still your children wander homeless; still the hungry cry for bread;
Still the captives long for freedom; still in grief we mourn our dead.
As you, Lord, in deep compassion healed the sick and freed the soul,
By your Spirit, send your power to our world to make it whole.

Called by worship to your service, forth in your dear name we go,

To the child, the youth, the aged, love in living deeds to show;

Hope and health, goodwill and comfort, counsel, aid, and peace we give,
That your servants, Lord, in freedom may your mercy know and live.

DismissaL
Goin peace and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
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