The People Walking
in Darkness Have
Seen a Great Light
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Words in BOLD are for congregational participation, either said or sung.
Words to hymns are printed in this bulletin, but you are encouraged to open up and use the red ELW
(Evangelical Lutheran Worship) hymnal found below or in front of your seat. Hymn numbers are provided.

PrELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING HYMN Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us (Vs. 1, 2, 4) ELW 707

Lord of glory, you have bought us with your life-blood as the price,
Never grudging for the lost ones that tremendous sacrifice;

And with that hast freely given blessings countless as the sand

To the unthankful and the evil with your own unsparing hand.

Grant us hearts, dear Lord, to give you gladly, freely, of your own.

With the sunshine of your goodness melt our thankless hearts of stone
Till our cold and selfish natures, warmed by you, at length believe

That more happy and more blessed ‘tis to give than to receive.

Lord of glory, you have bought us with your life-blood as the price,
Never grudging for the lost ones that tremendous sacrifice.

Give us faith to trust you boldly, hope, to stay our souls on you;
But, oh, best of all your graces, with your love our love renew.

STORYTIME Storytime is for the entire congregation as we begin our exploration of our text for the day.
Children are invited forward for Storytime as the congregation sings:

Halle, halle, hallelujah! Halle, halle, hallelujah!
Halle, halle, hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah!

As storytime ends, children in grades 1st-6th are invited to leave the worship center for RLC Kids time and activities
in the Activity Center. They will rejoin families at offering time. Children in Pre-K through Kindergarten are
welcomed to go to Room 45A at the beginning of the service and stay for the entirety of the worship service.



CALL TO WORSHIP Psalm 37

Do not be provoked by evildoers;
do not be jealous of those who do wrong.

For they shall soon wither like the grass,
and like the green grass fade away.

Put your trust in the Lord and do good;
dwell in the land and find safe pasture.

Take delight in the Lord,
who shall give you yourheart’s desire.

Commit your way to the Lord; put your trust in the Lord,
and see what God will do.

The Lord will make your vindication as clear as the light
and the justice of your case like the noonday sun

KYRIE AND HYMN OF PRAISE ELW p. 120-122

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above, and for our salvation,

Let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
And for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
Let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen

Refrain:
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God'’s people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you,
We give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Refrain

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,
You take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;
You are seated at the right hand of the Father, receive our prayer. Refrain

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen Refrain



PRrAYER OF THE DAY

O Lord Jesus, make us instruments of your peace, that where there is hatred, we may sow love,
where there is injury, pardon, and where there is despair, hope. Grant, O divine master, that we
may seek to console, to understand, and to love in your name, for you live and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

THEe AposTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Amen
ANTHEM Joyous Jubilee Brian Heinlein
Jubilate and Bells of Praise
PREPARING FOR THE WORD Listen, God Is Calling ( Vs. 1) ELW 513
Leader: Listen,
All: Listen, God is calling, through the Word inviting,
Offering forgiveness, comfort and joy.
Leader: Jesus gave his mandate:
All: Share the good news
Leader: That he came to save us
All: And set us free.
READING Genesis 45:3-11, 15

Many years after being sold into slavery by his jealous brothers, Joseph reveals himself to them. Now the
second-in-command in Egypt, Joseph reassures his brothers that God has used their evil intentions for
good to preserve life during a devastating famine, and Joseph forgives them.



Joseph said to his brothers, “| am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could not
answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence. Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come
closer to me.” And they came closer. He said, “| am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into
Egypt. And now do not be distressed or angry with yourselves because you sold me here, for
God sent me before you to preserve life. For the famine has been in the land these two years,
and there are five more years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. God sent me
before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth and to keep alive for you many survivors. So
it was not you who sent me here but God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh and lord of all his
house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus
says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me; do not delay. You
shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and your
children’s children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. | will provide for
you there, since there are five more years of famine to come, so that you and your household
and all that you have will not come to poverty. ” And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon
them, and after that his brothers talked with him.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL Luke 6:27-38

Jesus continues to address a crowd of his disciples. He invites his followers to shower radical love, blessing,
forgiveness, generosity, and trust even on enemies and outsiders. Living in harmony with God’s intent
brings the reward of overflowing blessing.

Jesus said: “But | say to you who are listening: Love your enemies; do good to those who hate
you; bless those who curse you; pray for those who mistreat you. If anyone strikes you on the
cheek, offer the other also, and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even
your shirt. Give to everyone who asks of you, and if anyone takes away what is yours, do not
ask for it back again. Do to others as you would have them do to you.

“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love
them. If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners
do the same. If you lend to those from whom you expect to receive payment, what credit is that
to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. Instead, love your enemies, do
good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and you will be children
of the Most High, for he himself is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. Be merciful, just as
your Father is merciful.

“Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be condemned.
Forgive, and you will be forgiven; give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed
down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap, for the measure you give will be
the measure you get back.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



MESSAGE Pastor Eric Lesher

HyMN ofF THE DAy Build a Longer Table
(Tune: Now the Green Blade Rises)

Build a longer table, not a higher wall,

Feeding those who hunger, making room for all.
Feasting together, stranger turns to friend,
Christ breaks walls to pieces; false divisions end.

Build a safer refuge, not a larger jail;

Where the weak find shelter, mercy will not fail.
For any place where justice is denied,

Christ will breach the jail wall, freeing all inside.

Build a broader doorway, not a longer fence.

Love protects all people, sparing no expense.
When we embrace compassion more than fear,
Christ tears down our fences: all are welcome here.

When we lived as exiles, refugees abroad,
Christ became our doorway to the reign of God.
So must our tables welcome those who roam.
None can be excluded; all must find a home.

OFFERING We gather as a people of God, in the presence of God, to offer up our thanks and praise.
Offering is one way in which we support and sustain our shared ministry.
You may text your gift: Text <amount>to 651-383-1504,
or scan the QR code in this bulletin.
Children are invited to bring their offering up to the front of the Worship Center.

OFFERING Music Great Is Thy Faithfulness Jeff Bowar and John Helgen

PRrAYERS



THE LORD’s PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come,

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory
forever and ever. Amen

BLESSING
The Spirit of the triune God bless you with joy,
anoint you with compassion, and send you in love.
Amen

CLOSING HYMN The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve ELW 551

The Spirit sends us forth to serve; we go in Jesus’ name
To bring glad tidings to the poor, God'’s favor to proclaim.

We go to comfort those who mourn and set the burdened free;
Where hope is dim, to share a dream and help the blind to see.

We go to be the hands of Christ, to scatter joy like seed
And, all our days, to cherish life, to do the loving deed.

Then let us go to serve in peace, the gospel to proclaim
God'’s Spirit has empowered us; we go in Jesus’ name.

DismissaL

Goin peace and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

PosTtLubE
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SUNDAY WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS
INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILY HELPERS NEEDED

It takes many helpers to make a Sunday run smoothly at RLC,
and to show good hospitality to all who enter our doors. If you or
members of your family are interested in helping on Sunday mornings,
please contact Brittany in the church office at bflores@rosevillelutheran.org
or 651-487-7752, or stop by the Welcome Desk this morning.
We are looking for ushers, communion servers, greeters, and readers.



