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Matthew 3:1-2 John the Baptist came preaching... “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand”

1s fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the

THE 12 APOSTLES (FIR

THE 72 DISCIPLES (SECOND TRIP)



AT HAND / NEAR

REPENT

GOODNEWS

BELIEVE & HEALINGS



Believe, faith, trust, depend (miotev®) pisteuo, but not blind faith. It
comes with practical tangible evidence in the form of healings.

Heal (idopor) Eaomai & (Ogpamev®) Therapeo — to heal, cure or make

wve or rescue from destruction or save from

The healing was a dramatic indication of the message itself that:  God
1s healing the world




Good News (gvayyéhov) euangelion

FEuangelion — usage:

A death of a political enemy
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message of Jesu



Repent (petavoém) metanoeo

(Megta) meta : change

NoEw) noeo : thinking




Near(eyyiCw) Engidzo — imminent, Within reach, draw near, join
together

Matt 21:1 when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to
Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives...

cason for fruit drew near, he sent his



The will of God 1s being manifest if practical tangible ways.

The realm of heaven is breaking into earth.

future into our present and make it stick.” NT Wright

HEAVEN IS NEAR




“To speak of God’s Kingdom arriving in the present was to summon
ire narrative [of God’s History] and to declare that it was
’s future was breaking 1n to the present.
[ Wright

REPENT AND BELIEVE THE GOOD NEWS







Post resurrection the message of the Kingdom continues:

14:22, 19:8, 20:25, 28:23-31.
24.15:50 Rom 14:17, Gal 5:21, 1 Thes 5:12,

Why is the message of a Kingdom so absent from western Christianity?




Expectations of the coming Kingdom
Fulfill God’s Promises and Purposes

Israel would be rescued from pagan oppression

(see Ephesie
3)
4)



Elements of a Kingdom
King

ovenant)

Why is the message of a Kingdom so absent from western Christianity?

[t 1s not absent!
It just takes different forms.



Elements of a Kingdom Elements of a Family
King Leader
itution (Covenant) Covenant
Culture

Citizens

Why is the message of a Kingdom so absent from western Christianity?

[t 1s not absent!
It just takes different forms.



I e

Presence of God God 1nhabits the Temple
God made his dwelling among the
community

Governance External control using
laws and punishment

Righteousness Through observance of the rules
Practiced in obligation
But was never actually obtained

Symbolism post-battle defeat treaty,
dead animals, threats and fear



Why would a good God make a bad covenant?

Hebrews 8:7 If the first covenant had been faultless, there would have been no need for a second covenant
to replace fit.

tepping stone towards something better.

than before.



Jer 31:31-34 “The day is coming,” says the LORD, “when I will make a new covenant with the people of

Israel and Judah. This covenant will not be like the one I made with their ancestors when I took them by

the hand and brought them out of the land of Egypt. They broke that covenant, though I loved them as a
and loves his wife,”

“But thi
LORD. “I will put my instructions deep with
their God, and they will be my people. ot need to teach their neighbors, nor will they need
For eve

will know me already,” says the LORD. “And I will forgive their wickedness, and
remember their sins.”

2 Cor 3:6-7 He has enabled us to be ministers of his new covenant.
but of the Spirit. ; but under the new covenant, the Spirit gives
life.



I e

Presence of God God inhabits the Temple God inhabits the believer
God made his dwelling among the God makes his dwelling within each
community community member

Governance External control using Internal empowerment using freedom
laws and punishment and trust

Righteousness Through observance of the rules Imparted as a free gift through
Practiced in obligation association and trust in Jesus
But was never actually obtained Practiced in joy and trust

Symbolism post-battle defeat treaty, A wedding, new life, promises, hope

dead animals, threats and fear



The first become last, the

Instead the Holy spirit gives us self control.

Power moves from the top to the bottom:
The most powerful become the lowest servant.
Jesus “God 1n Flesh” became food. ( John 6 )




Mat 23:25-28

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the outside of the cup
he plate, but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence. You blind
Firs

clean.

or you are like whitewashed tombs,
cople’s bones and all



Gal 4:29

But you are now being persecuted by those who want you to keep the law, just as
he child born by human effort, persecuted

power of the Spirit.

So Christ has truly set us free. Now make sure that you stay free,



2 Co 3:17-18 Now the
Lord is, there 1s freedom. And we all, w
beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transfor

same 1mage from one degree of glory to another. For this comes
from the Lord who is the Spirit.




People were expecting a kingdom that controlled people from a grandiose palace
applying external control and strong military might.

Why were they disappointed with Jesus?




People were expecting a kingdom that controlled people from a
grandiose palace applying external control and strong military
might.

1sappointed with Jesus?

ol others.




External Internal

Control Freedom

Love

From the world’s perspective:

Inside out, Upside down and Backwards



In the World, Failure 1s punished when 1t’s exposed and hidden when possible.

In Jesus, failure is part of 1

Failure 1s met with mercy and grace, forgiv

celebrated because it 1s part of risks, learning, growth tho

Fearless kids are powerful kids!



Phil 2:6-8 Though he was God, he did not think of equality with God as something to cling to. Instead, he gave
up his divine privileges he took the humble position of a slave and was born as a human being. When he
appeared in human form, he humbled himself in obedience to God and died a criminal’s death on a cross.

en that they were about to come and take him by force to make him king, Jesus
imself.

wered him, “You are the Christ.”



“I will give it all to you,” he said, “if you will kneel down and worship me.”

“Get out of here, Satan,” Jesus told him. “For the Scriptures say,

e LORD your God and serve only him.’”




“As the king so go the people”

ontrolled people need to be afraid, weak, poor

about the rules




The community (éxkAncia) Ekklesia church

in ancient Greek it was primarily understood as a political word for a city or town that was
allied to a greater political structure (kingdom or empire)




Growing communities are mixed
Like plants, the roots are intertwined with the soil.

at 1s root and what is soil is a matter of time.

ommunities.

he family finds out what it




Geography? — no

Matthew 11:11-14

he truth, of all who have ever lived, none is greater than John the Baptist. Yet even the least
n of Heaven is greater than he is! And from the time John the Baptist began preaching
been forcefully advancing,* and violent people are attacking it.
of Moses looked forward to this present time. And if you
aid would come (Mal 4:5)

Luke 17:20-21 One day the Pharisees asked Jesus, “When will the Kingdom of God come?” Je eplied,
“The Kingdom of God can’t be detected by visible signs. You won’t be able to say, ‘Here it 1 ‘It s over

there!” For the Kingdom of God is already among you.



