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Hail the Cross,
Our Only Hope!

We in the Congregation of Holy 
Cross profess this truth as the 
center of our spiritual tradition. 
We are men with hope to bring 
because we know the true 
power of Christ’s resurrection. 
We have witnessed how God 
can transfigure sin and death 
into wellsprings of new life. We 
proclaim this truth as we 
exercise our charism to be 
educators in the faith in 
missions and ministries in 16 
countries throughout the world.

Entering formation in Holy Cross 
was not something we treated 
lightly or did on our own. Taking 
the next step in the discernment 
of God’s will often comes with 
contacting a Vocations Team 
member. Our role is to help you 
hear and answer God’s call. 
Reach out to us, and we will help 
you discover where God’s call is 
leading you.

Director of Vocations 
Rev. John M. DeRiso, C.S.C.

Associate Director of Vocations 
Rev. Brendan J. McAleer, C.S.C.

Assistant Director of Vocations 
Mr. Matthew J. Bartek

Marketing Communications Manager
Ms. Abigail E. Leali

Office Administrator
Ms. Rita L. Wilson

Editor & Production Designer
Ms. Abigail E. Leali

Contributing Photographers
ND Media
Ms. Tess T. Cassady
Rev. Brendan J. McAleer, C.S.C.
Rev. Mr. Andrew D. Fritz, C.S.C.
Mr. Matthew J. Bartek 
Ms. Abigail E. Leali

Volume 7 Issue 2

Final Vow Professions and New Beginnings
September 2022

Contents

Congregation of Holy Cross
United States Province of Priests and Brothers

Final Vows Final Vows  ...................................................... ......................................................  pg. 3 pg. 3
Brothers’ Professions Brothers’ Professions  ................................. .................................  pg. 7 pg. 7

Br. James Henke, C.S.C. Br. James Henke, C.S.C.  .......................... ..........................   pg. 8pg. 8
Br. James Walters, C.S.C. Br. James Walters, C.S.C.  ........................ ........................   pg. 11pg. 11

New Men in Formation New Men in Formation ............................................................  pg. 13 pg. 13
New Collegians New Collegians  ......................................... .........................................   pg. 14pg. 14
New Postulants New Postulants  ........................................ ........................................   pg. 17pg. 17
Steps Along the Way Steps Along the Way  ................................ ................................   pg. 20pg. 20

Summer Seminary Immersion Summer Seminary Immersion  ............... ...............  pg. 22 pg. 22
FiatFiat and Formation and Formation
      Rev. Brian Ching, C.S.C.Rev. Brian Ching, C.S.C.   ..................................... .....................................  pg. 24 pg. 24
Passing on the FaithPassing on the Faith
      Mrs. Anne RathkeMrs. Anne Rathke   ............................................. .............................................  pg. 27 pg. 27
Upcoming Events Upcoming Events  ........................................ ........................................   pg. 30pg. 30

Cover Photo: Rev. Mr. Andrew Fritz, C.S.C. professing Final Vows
Table of Contents Image: 2022-2023 Postulant class



3Volume 7 Issue 2

The Congregation of Holy Cross joyfully celebrated the 
final profession of vows of four men on Saturday, 
August 27, 2022, at the Basilica of the Sacred Heart on 
the campus of the University of Notre Dame.

Rev. William M. Lies, C.S.C., Provincial Superior of the 
United States Province of Priests and Brothers, 
presided at the Mass and received the vows of Rev. Mr. 
Andrew Fritz, C.S.C., Br. James Henke, C.S.C., and Br. 
James Walters, C.S.C. Br. Thomas Dziekan, C.S.C., 
Provincial Superior of the Moreau Province, received 
the vows of Rev. Mr. John Sebastian Gutierrez, C.S.C.

The men professed perpetual vows of chastity, poverty, 
and obedience according to the Constitutions of the 
Congregation of Holy Cross. For the past several years, 
they have been in a period of temporary vows, which 
they renewed annually. On August 27, they committed 
their lives and work to the communal life and ministry 
of Holy Cross.

Andrew Fritz and John Sebastian Gutierrez were 
ordained to the Order of Deacon at 10:00 a.m. on 
Sunday, August 28, 2022, in the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Chapel in Moreau Seminary. The ordaining bishop was 
the Most Reverend William A. Wack, C.S.C., Bishop of 
the Diocese of Pensacola-Tallahassee, Florida.

Rev. Mr. Andrew Fritz, C.S.C.
Andrew Fritz was born in Columbia, Maryland, the 
second of four children of David and Peggy Fritz. His 
home parish is St. Louis Catholic Church in Clarksville, 
Maryland. He enrolled at the University of Notre Dame 
in 2012 and began his formation that same year as a 
member of Holy Cross’ undergraduate seminary known 
as “Old College.” 
During his time in Old 
College, he earned 
bachelor of arts 
degrees in 
Anthropology and 
Philosophy. He 
earned his Master of 
Divinity from Notre 
Dame in 2021.

While in Old College, 
Fritz visited priests at 
Holy Cross House; 
taught second-, 
third-, and fourth-grade religious education at two 
parishes in South Bend; and served the poor and 
homeless with organizations including Open House in 

Four Profess Final Vows

Rev. M
r. Andrew

 Fritz, C.S.C.

Embracing the Call

Left to Right: Rev. Mr. Andrew Fritz, C.S.C., Br. James Henke, C.S.C., Br. James Walters, C.S.C., Rev. Mr. John Sebastian Gutierrez, C.S.C.
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London, the Catholic Worker’s Our Lady of the 
Road in South Bend, and My Brother’s Keeper 
at Stonehill College in Massachusetts. While at 
the Holy Cross Novitiate in Cascade, Colorado, 
from 2016-2017, Fritz served as the Spiritual 
Care Chaplain at Penrose-St. Francis Health 
Services, volunteered at Marian House 
(Catholic Charities) and Namasté Alzheimer 
Center, assisted at Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
and Holy Rosary parishes in Manitou Springs 
and Cascade, and made communion visits to 
the homebound at The Center at Centennial 
nursing facility. He further assisted at St. 
Ignatius Martyr Parish in Austin, Texas, in the 
winter of 2017. From 2017-2018, he 
volunteered at the Women’s Care Center in 
South Bend/Mishawaka, Indiana. During the 
summer of 2018, he ministered at André 
House of Hospitality in Phoenix, Arizona. Fritz 
assisted with the RCIA program at the 
University of Notre Dame from 2018-2019 and 
spent the summer of 2019 at St. Joseph the 
Worker Parish in Srimangal, Bangladesh. He 
taught marriage preparation for couples at St. 
Pius X Parish in Granger, Indiana, from 2019-
2020, then served as the Associate Director of 
Old College from 2020-2021. From 2021-2022, 
he completed his pastoral year at St. John 
Vianney Parish in Goodyear, Arizona. Following 
his final vows, Fritz will return to St. John 
Vianney for his diaconate year.

Rev. Mr. John Sebastian 
Gutierrez, C.S.C.
John Sebastian Gutierrez, born in San Antonio, 
Texas, is the oldest of two children of Patricia 
Sanchez. His home parish is Prince of Peace 
Catholic Church in San Antonio. He attended the 
University of the Incarnate Word in San Antonio, 
earning a degree in Communication Arts with a 
concentration in Production in 2015. He received 
his Master of Divinity from Notre Dame in 2022.

Gutierrez began 
his formation 
ministry as a 
volunteer at 
Dujarié House 
and Quinn 
Memory Center 
at Holy Cross 
Village from 
2015-2016, in 
addition to 
serving as a 
Mission Team 

Leader for Holy Cross College’s Campus 
Ministry. Over the summer of 2016, he assisted 
at Catholic Charities of Columbia and Greene 
Counties in Catskill, New York, and Hudson, New 
York. During his novitiate year from 2016-2017, 
he served in Colorado Springs, Colorado, as a 
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chaplain at Penrose-St. Francis Health 
Services, as a volunteer at the Namasté 
Alzheimer Center, and as a volunteer at 
Catholic Charities’ Marian House. He then 
spent the winter of 2017 ministering at St. 
John Vianney Parish and School in Phoenix, 
Arizona, followed by a second year at Holy 
Cross College Campus Ministry as a Mission 
Team Leader. From 2018-2019, he assisted at 
Our Lady of the Road and at St. Peter Claver 
Catholic Worker. That summer, he served at 
Nuestra Señora Santísima de la Luz Parish in 
Monterrey, Mexico. He spent 2019-2020 
teaching online theology courses in Spanish 
for the Camino program at Notre Dame’s 
McGrath Institute for Church Life. From 2020-
2021, he worked with Notre Dame Campus 
Ministry’s Multicultural Ministry. Most recently, 
he has served as an Assistant Hall Director at 
Holy Cross College. Following his final vows, 
Gutierrez will be assigned to St. Ignatius 
Martyr Catholic Church in Austin, Texas, for his 
diaconate year.

Br. James Henke, C.S.C.
Born in Indianapolis, Indiana, Br. Jimmy Henke 
is the oldest of three children of Robert and 
Ellen Henke. Our Lady of the Greenwood 
Catholic Church in Greenwood, Indiana, is his 
home parish. He matriculated at Notre Dame 

in 2012 and began his formation with Holy 
Cross by entering Old College in 2014. He 
graduated in 2016 with a Bachelor of Arts in 
Philosophy/Theology. He received his Master 
of Divinity from Notre Dame in 2021.
 
Henke’s first ministry placement was as a CCD 
Catechist at St. Joseph Parish in South Bend, 
Indiana (2014-2015), followed by a year 
working with Hope Ministries in South Bend 
(2015-2016). He spent the summer of 2016 at 
Holy Redeemer Parish in Portland, Oregon, 
and then 2016-2017 assisting Notre Dame’s 
Campus Ministry with Bible studies, as well as 
volunteering at André House in Phoenix, 
Arizona. As a novice in Cascade, Colorado, he 
served as a hospital chaplain and volunteered 
with Catholic Charities in Colorado Springs. In 
January of 2018, he worked with King’s 
College Campus Ministry in Wilkes-Barre, 
Pennsylvania, and then served as Basketball 
Chaplain at Holy Cross College (2018-2019). 
After spending the summer of 2019 
ministering in Bangladesh, Henke taught the 
Common Good Seminar and Practicum at 
Holy Cross College (2019-2020). During the 
summer of 2020, Henke was a teaching 
assistant serving high school students who 

participated 
in the Office 
of Vocations’ 
Summer 
Seminary 
Immersion 
Program 
(SSIP) at 
Notre Dame. 
He then 
served as the 
club president 
of Notre 
Dame’s 

Catholic Peace Fellowship (2020-2021). He 
spent 2021-2022 working as a pastoral 
assistant at St. Joseph the Worker Parish in 
Bangladesh. Following final vows, Henke will 
begin his apostolate working with King’s 
College’s Office of Campus Ministry. He will 
also volunteer at the Shoval Center, the 
college’s service-engagement center.

Top: The men kneel at the Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes on the campus of the University of Notre Dame. 
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Br. James Walters, C.S.C.
Br. James Walters was born in Bellefontaine, 
Ohio, as the only child of Rodney and Lisa 
Walters. His home parish is Holy Angels in 
Sidney, Ohio. He began his formation with Holy 
Cross in 2014 as a member of the Old College 
community. He earned his Bachelor’s in 
Theology from Holy Cross College in 2017 and 
his Master’s of Divinity from the University of 
Notre Dame in 2021.

During Walters’ time in Old College, he served 
as a catechist at Notre Dame’s Sacred Heart 
Parish (2014-2015), interned at the Logan 
Center in South Bend (2015), taught English at 
St. Joseph’s Hill Secondary School in 
Kyarusozi, Uganda (2015), volunteered at St. 
Patrick’s Parish in London, UK (2016), served 
as an RCIC instructor, ministered to the 
homebound at Christ the King Parish in South 
Bend (2016-2017), and interned at Holy 
Redeemer Parish in Portland, Oregon. During 
his novitiate year, he served as a Chaplain 
Intern at Penrose-St. Francis Health Services 
in Colorado Springs, as well as interned at Holy 
Rosary Chapel and Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Church in Cascade and Manitou Springs.       
Walters assisted the University of Portland’s 

Office of 
Campus 
Ministry 
during the 
winter of 
2018, then 
worked as a 
Chaplain 
Intern at 
Elkhart 
General 
Hospital in 
Elkhart, 
Indiana. He 
interned at André House of Hospitality in 
Phoenix, Arizona, for the summers of 2019 
and 2020 and also interned with the Catholic 
Peace Fellowship in South Bend. He served as 
a sacristan coordinator at Notre Dame’s 
Basilica of the Sacred Heart from 2020-2021. 
For the last year, he has worked at Stonehill 
College as Campus Minister for Retreats and 
Faith Formation, Assistant Athletics Chaplain, 
and pastoral resident. Having professed Final 
Vows, he will continue to serve as Campus 
Minister for Retreats and Faith Formation at 
Stonehill College.
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I first experienced God’s call as a 
call to service. Through a couple 
experiences in high school, I felt 
that God was calling me to serve 
others, particularly the poor. But I 
wasn’t sure what that meant for my 
life. I started to think about the 
priesthood, but something wasn’t 
quite clicking as I explored that 
path. When I joined Old College 
Undergraduate Seminary, I didn’t 
know that Holy Cross was a 
community of both priests and 
brothers — only after I joined did I 
learn about the Brothers of Holy 

Cross. I was very interested in their 
lives and spent three years while in 
formation exploring what this 
vocation really is. What I began to 
realize was that my experience of 
God’s call was not towards 
sacramental service but towards a 
radical giving of my life through the 
vows. So too I began to realize that 
I felt this particular call to be a 
brother in a world that is in 
desperate need of good witnesses 
of brotherhood. A brother is freed to 
engage in ministry precisely 
because he is not attached to 

Br. James Henke, C.S.C.
To Love and to Serve

Formation at a Glance
Born: February 14, 1994 to Robert & Ellen Henke

Undergraduate Study: University of Notre Dame, 
Bachelor of Arts in Philosophy/Theology, 2016

Graduate Study: University of Notre Dame, Master 
of Divinity, 2021

Entered Formation: August 2014 (Old College)

First Vows: July 28, 2018

Final Vows: August 27, 2022

Current Placement: Campus Minister at King’s College

sacramental duties. As I reflected 
on their radical freedom, I realized 
that this way of life as a Brother of 
Holy Cross, mysterious as it 
seemed to me, might just be the 
right fit.

A First Encounter
I had never met a religious priest or 
brother before I came to the 
University of Notre Dame. It was 
here that I met Holy Cross and 
began to learn more about religious 
life. I spent my first two years in 
O’Neill Hall before I decided to try 

Br. Jimmy Henke, C.S.C., with children of Teliapara Tea Garden in Bangladesh
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out Old College for my junior and 
senior years. I had the chance to live 
a life in community, share meals 
and prayer together, and learn more 
about Holy Cross and the 
brothers’ vocation.

On my very first 
visit to Old 
College, I 
sensed the 
presence of a 
community life 
that I had not 
experienced on 
a previous visit 
to a different 
seminary. It was 
totally unexpected. I learned quickly 
that I could be myself in Holy Cross . 
This community would receive me 
for who I was and help me grow into 
the person I was called to be. Holy 
Cross is truly a family. My mom felt 
the same experience on her first 
visit. I will never forget how 
confident she was that Holy Cross 
was the right place for me after just 
her first day spent around the 
community. That was the first of 
many signs that I had found my 
home.

Joyful Service
Community has continued to be an 
important source of support and 
encouragement throughout my time 
in formation, but another important 
piece of discovering that Holy Cross 
is my home has been the way that I 
have been able to encounter the 
poor and those on the peripheries. 
Nearly all of my ministry 
experiences thus far have been 
avenues for encountering the poor, 
getting to know them, and being a 
brotherly presence in their lives. 
Holy Cross has provided me with a 
special way of loving the poor — as 
a religious brother they can call 
their own. 

Section 2 paragraph 13 of the 
Constitutions of the Congregation 
of Holy Cross reads: “Christ was 
anointed to bring good news to the 
poor, release for prisoners, sight for 
the blind, restoration for every 

broken victim. Our efforts, which are 
his, reach out to the afflicted and in 
a preferential way to the poor and 
the oppressed. We come not just as 
servants but as their neighbors, to 
be with them and of them. It is not 
that we take sides against sinful 
enemies; before the Lord all of us 
are sinners and none is an enemy. 
We stand with the poor and the 
afflicted because only from there 
can we appeal as Jesus did for the 
conversion and the deliverance of 
all.” This passage highlights the 
privileged place the poor hold in 
God’s salvific plan. Jesus told us 
that whatever we do to the least of 
our brothers and sisters, we do to 
him. So it is that Holy Cross, along 
with the whole Church, reaches out 
particularly to those who are poor, 
oppressed, or marginalized in any 
way. By taking such a stance, we 
are not rejecting the rest of 
humanity but following a path by 
which all people can be healed.

Community life in Holy Cross is 
centered on the mission. At King’s 
College, where I will begin my 
apostolate as a finally professed 
Brother, I will serve with eleven other 
Holy Cross religious. We will share 
prayer in the morning, go out to 

work in the mission each day, and 
return for prayer and a meal at the 
end of the day. It is not a community 
life that centers on itself but one 
that reaches out to the world, invites 
people to share in our community, 

and helps them 
build their own. 
This model fits 
well with Pope 
Francis’ 
invitation to 
communal life 
in Fratelli Tutti. I 
find that as I 
return from 
mission to the 
community, I 

am rejuvenated and strengthened to 
return back to work in the vineyard 
of the Lord. I love coming back after 
a full day of ministry (or in the 
morning after a long night of 
ministry) to share experiences with 
my older brothers and to hear their 
own experiences. I am especially 
grateful for the times my brothers in 
community help me reflect 
theologically on our ministry 
experiences and provide good 
witnesses to prayerful living.

Living the Vows
Poverty is the easiest vow to forget 
about. I (and perhaps many of us) 
am masterful at justifying a little 
more of this or that. But poverty is a 
constant reminder of what I want 
my life to be all about — love of God 
and love of God’s people, especially 
the poor. When I am trying my best 
to live the vow of poverty, it 
challenges me on how I am 
spending my time: Am I watching 
YouTube videos or praying? Am I 
taking an extra nap or being present 
to the poor? It also causes me to 
reflect on how I am spending my 
resources: Am I getting dinner out 
this Friday or am I putting that 
money towards our missions in 

“Christ was anointed to bring good news to the poor, 
release for prisoners, sight for the blind, restoration for 

every broken victim. Our efforts, which are his, reach out 
to the afflicted and in a preferential way to the poor and 
the oppressed. We come not just as servants but as their 

neighbors, to be with them and of them.”
- Constitutions of the Congregation of Holy Cross, 2:13
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Bangladesh? Am I traveling 
excessively or rooting myself in my 
local community?

Chastity reminds me that the One I 
have set my heart upon is God. It 
reminds me that I didn’t choose 
religious life 
because it 
provided me 
safety, job 
security, and 
retirement but 
because I fell 
in love with 
God. When I forget that core 
element, I cannot trust that what I 
am doing is truly pleasing in God’s 
eyes. 

Obedience is very helpful in 
reminding me that God’s ways are 
not my ways. I am so wonderful at 
making plans for myself, only to find 
that God has entirely different plans 
for me — and much better ones at 
that! If you had told me eight years 
ago that I would be preparing to 
make my final profession as a 
religious brother in Holy Cross and 
that spending over half a year in 

Bangladesh would be one of the 
most impactful experiences of my 
life, I would have asked you what a 
brother is and where Bangladesh is 
on the map! I needed the Holy Cross 
community to learn these things 
about myself, and while it is very 

hard to trust continually that God 
will work this way through others, I 
am constantly surprised at how 
blind I am to God’s will when I am 
left to my own devices.

A Revolution of Heart
I hope that my life will witness that 
God is not to be found in wealth, 
prestige of any kind, or anything 
considered “great.” Rather, God is in 
the poor, the hidden, the unnoticed, 
and the little. This is a truth that I 
find easy to forget, but one of which 
I am totally convinced, and I hope 
that my life will help point people to 

where God can truly be found. So 
too, I hope that my life as a vowed 
religious brother will be a witness to 
the world that we belong to each 
other as brothers and sisters of the 
same human family. These desires 
may seem “great,” but my hope is 

that one person 
here and one 
person there will 
notice and live in 
such a way as to 
spread it to one 
or two more 
people. As 

Dorothy Day pointed out (and 
witnessed), the revolution of the 
heart that is most needed in our 
world today must begin with my 
own. Only then can I hope to spread 
that revolution to others.

Hearing God’s Call
If you are discerning religious life in 
Holy Cross, my advice would be to 
pray, encounter the poor, and 
encounter Holy Cross. Prayer is the 
heart of our relationship with God, 
as well as the heart of our 
relationships with others. God 
speaks to us in the silence of our 
hearts, but so too does God speak 
to us in the poor. Encounter the 
poor, learn from them, and listen to 
how God is speaking to you through 
them. You can only make so much 
progress in discernment without 
meeting and getting to know 
various members of Holy Cross. We 
are a community with a diversity of 
apostolates, including parishes, 
schools, universities, and missions, 
and each member of Holy Cross 
has his own story of what makes 
this community home. Hearing 
many of these stories will help you 
get a sense of whether your own 
story could fit alongside ours — 
even though your story could never 
be exactly the same as any other’s.

“God is not to be found in wealth, prestige of any kind, 
or anything considered ‘great.’ Rather, God is in the 

poor, the hidden, the unnoticed, and the little.”

Br. Jimmy leads the hostel boys in prayer at St. Joseph’s Parish in Srimangal, Bangladesh.
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Br. James Walters, C.S.C.
Committing to Community

As I reflect on the past four years in 
vows and as I look forward to 
saying “forever,” I thank God for 
calling me to this life. I have grown 
so much in the knowledge of God’s 

love for me, as well as what it 
means to rely on Him and the 
community. Through the vow of 
chastity, I have been welcomed to 
participate in a life of self-emptying 
love — not with a single other 
person but with those whom I am 
privileged to serve.

A Strong Community
I met Holy Cross through a campus 
visit to the University of Notre Dame 
while in high school. From the first 
moment I stepped into Old College, 
I sensed that the men of Holy Cross 
really valued and cherished their 

Formation at a Glance
Born: March 24, 1995 to Rodney & Lisa Walters

Undergraduate Study: Holy Cross College, Bachelor 
of Arts in Theology, 2017

Graduate Study: University of Notre Dame, Master 
of Divinity, 2021

Entered Formation: August 2014 (Old College)

First Vows: July 28, 2018

Final Vows: August 27, 2022

Current Placement: Campus Minister for Retreats and 
Faith Formation at Stonehill College

bond of community. I immediately 
felt welcomed, and, although each 
local Holy Cross community is 
different in many ways, that strong 
sense of community is always 
present. I have come to rely on my 
brothers in Holy Cross both 
personally and ministerially, and I 
have always felt supported by 
them. I strive to provide that 
support to them, as well.

In the Constitutions of the 
Congregation of Holy Cross, it says, 
“It is essential to our mission that 
we strive to abide so attentively 

“I have come to rely on my 
brothers in Holy Cross 

both personally and 
ministerially, and I have 
always felt supported by 
them. I strive to provide 

that support to my 
brothers, as well.”

Br. James Walters, C.S.C., talks with a student at Stonehill College in Easton, Massachusetts.
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together that people will observe: 
‘See how they love one another.’ We 
will then be a sign in an alienated 
world: men who have, for love of 
their Lord, become closest 
neighbors, trustworthy friends, 
brothers” (Constitutions of the 
Congregation of Holy Cross, 4:42). 
This passage reminds me that we 
as Holy Cross religious have been 
brought together by God to live as 
one family, in order to share the 
hope and love of Christ to a world 
so desperately in need. While we are 
not perfect, we strive ever to 
conform ourselves more fully to 
Christ through our life in community. 

Despite its challenges, the life of 
community that I have encountered 
in Holy Cross has undoubtedly 
made me a better man and a better 
religious. In addition to my 
relationship with Christ, it is the 
bond that I share with my brothers 
that inspires me and rejuvenates my 
life of ministry.

Encountering Needs
While I cannot narrow it down to 
one particular encounter, my most 
impactful experiences of ministry 
took place at André House of 
Hospitality in Phoenix. I was 
shocked to see first-hand the extent 
of homelessness in one of 
America’s largest and most affluent 
cities. By ministering to and walking 
with the residents of “The Zone,” I 
was able to share in the joys and 

sorrows of many experiencing 
homelessness, mental illness, 
addiction, and injustice. 
 

Freedom in Vows
Through the vow of poverty, I have 
been freed from the burden of many 
physical possessions. This freedom 
not only allows me to stand in some 
small way in solidarity with the poor, 
but it also allows me to direct my 
attention from worldly things 
towards God and the people around 
me. Through the vow of obedience, I 
have learned a great deal about 
humility, as well as what it means to 
conform my will to the will of the 
Holy Spirit. 

Simply put, I hope my intentional 
living of the vows will serve as a 
witness that calls into question our 
world’s obsession with power, 
wealth, and pleasure. I hope always 
to use the freedom afforded to me 
by the vows to stand in solidarity 
with my brothers and sisters 
experiencing poverty, oppression, 
and violence. 

Advice for Discerners:
Pray and Explore
While it may seem simplistic, the 
greatest piece of advice that I have 
for someone discerning is to pray 
for discernment! God has a plan for 
each and every one of us, and we 
can never know what that plan is if 
we do not spend plenty of quality 
time with Him in prayer. The second 
piece of advice is that, at some 
point, you just need to “take the 
leap.” We can spend years and years 
researching a community, yet, at the 
end of the day, we will never know if 
God is calling us to it until we visit 
and experience it for ourselves.

“It is essential to our mission that we strive to abide so 
attentively together that people will observe: ‘See how they 

love one another.’ We will then be a sign in an alienated 
world: men who have, for love of their Lord, become closest 

neighbors, trustworthy friends, brothers.”

- Constitutions of the Congregation of Holy Cross, 4:42

Br. James with a student at Stonehill College
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I first heard God’s call while attending a confirmation preparation 
retreat in middle school. The deacon in charge of the retreat pulled me 
aside for a conversation and asked if I had ever considered or dis-
cerned the priesthood, which was the first time I had ever truly thought 
of it as a possibility. It wasn’t until I had a conversation with Fr. Tom 
Eckert, C.S.C., at a cousin’s wedding in 2019 that I found out about the 
Congregation of Holy Cross. At first, I was primarily attracted to Holy 
Cross’ wide range of ministries, especially in the area of education. 
After I visited Old College for the first time, however, I became very 
drawn to the strong community and brotherhood shared by Holy Cross 
priests, brothers, and friends of the order.

Fr. Brendan McAleer, C.S.C., Associate Director of Vocations, had a big 
influence on me as I explored my vocation with Holy Cross through the 
Summer Seminary Immersion Program (SSIP). He helped organize my 
visits to Old College and provided great insights in his Lenten book 
club. My discernment experience was also influenced by reading the 
Holy Cross Constitutions and The Cross Our Only Hope: Daily Reflec-
tions in the Holy Cross Traditions. Learning about and reading Saint 
Ignatius’ Discernment of Spirits was also very helpful to me, especially 
his rules regarding spiritual desolation and how to combat it.

If you are discerning a vocation to the religious life, I would recommend 
you first learn about the saints and use their lives as an example of 
what you can do in your own discernment. Second, don’t keep your 
discernment a secret. There are plenty of people who will want to help 
you as you discern your vocation, so find a trusted friend or a parent to 
talk to, as well as a priest or spiritual director.

Austin R. Brezina
Cary, North Carolina
Family: Youngest of two children of Brian 
and Danielle Brezina
Home Parish: Saint Michael the Archangel 
(Diocese of Raleigh, North Carolina)
Education: First-year student at Holy Cross 
College, Notre Dame, Indiana
Hobbies: Movies, reading, singing, 
video games

Paul W. Gates
Louisville, Kentucky
Family: Youngest of six children of Tom and 
Mary Gates
Home Parish: St. Albert the Great (Diocese 
of Louisville, Kentucky)
Education: First-year student at Holy Cross 
College, Notre Dame, Indiana
Hobbies: Reading/writing, playing golf, 
cooking, watching sports, road trips

The core of my call to the priesthood began very practically with my 
parents. Growing up, they made it clear to me and my brothers that 
priesthood was an option for us. Because of this, the thought of 
priesthood is something that has always been with me. In the 
discernment process, however, nothing can really happen unless you 
talk about your calling openly. For the longest time I kept my desire for 
the priesthood bottled up inside of me. It was not until I was finally 
ready that I was able to talk with friends and, more importantly, 
vocation directors and priests about the call. It was then that my 
discernment process began to materialize.

My Dad went to Notre Dame and my mom went to St. Mary’s College, 
so I always knew that Holy Cross existed. However, I really found out 
about it from Fr. David Halm, C.S.C. He encouraged me to attend the 
Summer Seminary Immersion Program, where I was able to fall in love 
with the Congregation. Above all, I am attracted to holiness, but when I 
encountered individuals in Holy Cross, I also found they exhibited lives 
of great joy. To be able to live and work within a community of joy is 
really all anyone can ask for. Leading up to my application, I spoke with 
current Old Collegians to learn more about the program. To be able to 
discern with brothers who care about you and engage in prayer life  — 
all while advancing your education  — seems like a perfect environment 
for any young man to come into his own. 

I have been preparing to enter Old College by praying as much as I can 
and staying close to the Church. I have tried this summer to hand 
myself over to the will of God and open myself to him rather than 
making grand plans for myself. I want to let his grand plan come to me, 
knowing that whatever he has in store will bring abundant joy.
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high school and became clearer as the year progressed. It culminated 
in my attendance at the Summer Seminary Immersion Program (SSIP) 
the following summer, where I believe the Lord made clear that I should 
seriously discern religious life. Over that time, I had regular meetings 
with a priest who has become a good friend and director. I believe the 
Holy Spirit worked through him to guide me patiently on my path of 
discernment. Moments during prayer after receiving the Eucharist 
solidified my awareness that I may be called to serve God on a 
deeper level.

I found out about Holy Cross through SSIP. My high school’s campus 
minister thought I might be interested, and I decided to apply, not 
knowing much about the community and figuring it would be a good 
experience to discern the priesthood and religious life for two weeks. 
Once there, I was attracted to Holy Cross’ charism as Educators in the 
Faith. Good Catholic education and learning the truths of the faith have 
been monumental in developing my own relationship with God, and I 
believe education is a vital means of helping people meet Christ in his 
Church. Holy Cross’ focus on community life and a family-like 
atmosphere was attractive, as well.

If you are discerning a vocation to the priesthood or religious 
brotherhood, I would recommend praying to the Holy Spirit and 
developing a prayer routine, reading the Bible, doing spiritual reading, 
and developing a relationship with a priest or brother as a spiritual
director. If you think you are called, there’s a reason for that. It can’t hurt 
to try, and however it turns out, you will likely end up with greater clarity 
regarding the life God is calling you to. When I had doubts about 
entering formation, I remembered that if the Lord is calling me to
Holy Cross, then I am starting in the right place — and if he is not, then 
formation is never wasted.

Nicholas G. Rotondi
Troy, New York
Family: Oldest of two children of Douglas 
and Christine Rotondi
Home Parish: St Joseph (Diocese of Albany, 
New York)
Education: Major in Philosophy, University of 
Notre Dame, 2026
Hobbies: Reading, playing sports, 
good conversation

John T. Herzog
McCordsville, Indiana
Family: Oldest of two children of Matt and 
Jen Herzog
Home Parish: Holy Spirit Parish at Geist 
(Diocese of Lafayette, Indiana)
Education: Major in Honors Mathematics; 
Minors in Liturgical Music, Philosophy, and 
Constitutional Studies, University of Notre 
Dame, 2024
Hobbies: Spending time with friends, 
singing, swimming, philosophy & math

I found out about Holy Cross when I attended ND Vision as a high 
school senior, but I learned a lot more about the community when I 
started my freshman year at Notre Dame and saw it in many places 
around campus. I had first considered the priesthood during my junior 
year of high school when my associate pastor mentioned it to me as an 
idea, but I more seriously heard the call when I came back to ND Vision 
as a mentor after my freshman year at Notre Dame. The Congregation’s 
focus on education and community, as well as many great interactions 
with Holy Cross religious, inspired me to reach out to Fr. Brendan 
McAleer, C.S.C., who had been our chaplain during Vision and who 
serves in the Vocations Office. After that, I set up a visit to Old College 
and could really see myself living that life, so I decided to apply.

When I experienced doubts or hesitations about applying, talking to 
priests and seminarians about their experience — why they joined Holy 
Cross — and asking for their advice was helpful. It was also valuable to 
have the chance to talk with family and friends about the process.

If you are discerning a religious or priestly vocation, my biggest advice 
would be to talk to those around you, especially family and friends, and 
even more so to those friends who are also Catholic. Although it can be 
difficult, talking to people throughout the discernment process was 
extremely beneficial for me. People will often ask you questions that 
prompt a new thought or question in your head, which can lead to 
better discernment.



16 Ave Crux  

Joshua M. Weimer
Johns Creek, Georgia
Family: Oldest of two children of Bob and 
Jacqui Weimer
Home Parish: St. Benedict (Diocese of 
Atlanta, Georgia)
Education: Major in Business Management 
Consulting, University of Notre Dame, 2026
Hobbies: Golf, watching and playing sports, 
altar serving, watching TV shows and 
movies, lawn work, mission/service work

I first learned about the Congregation of Holy Cross from a flyer in 
the mail regarding the Congregation’s Summer Seminary Immersion 
Program. My whole family and I were already huge Notre Dame fans, 
and I had already been discerning the priesthood, so this program 
seemed perfect for me. I attended SSIP in the summer of 2021, 
where I formally learned about the Congregation. The most attractive 
aspect about Holy Cross was the wonderful community between the 
priests and brothers. Every single person I met was so kind, 
enjoyable, and welcoming.

My experience in SSIP was influential in my decision to explore my 
vocation with Holy Cross. The program was absolutely amazing. It 
showed me first-hand what it is like to be a seminarian with Holy 
Cross, which helped me tremendously in discerning my vocation to 
join the order. My parents, extended family, and friends have all been 
so supportive during my discernment process, and the Holy Cross 
vocations team helped answer many of my questions and concerns 
regarding the application process. Everyone’s support gave me 
additional confidence in my decision to apply to Old College.

The advice I would offer to any young man discerning would be to 
prioritize prayer and your personal relationship with God. 
Discernment is a two-way process, not just one-way. You and God 
need to have a strong relationship if you want to be able to discern 
his calling for you. I encourage you to talk with priests, deacons, 
religious, faithful laypeople, etc. Ask questions and learn more about  
the life of a priest or brother.
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Three returning Old Collegians: Josh Amodeo, Lane Poché, and Keegan Link
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Matthew P. Brown
Porterville, California
Family: Youngest of three children of Jeff and 
Cindy Brown
Home Parish: St. Anne (Diocese of Fresno, 
California)
Education: Majors in Philosophy and Theology, 
Holy Cross College, 2023
Hobbies: Baking bread, playing the banjo, 
singing Gospel music

I first heard the Lord speak to me about the vocation to religious life 
when I was still in high school, as an active participant in my parish’s 
youth ministry. The call for me was not a booming voice from 
heaven but rather something that was discerned over the course of 
three years in those relationships I fostered with peers. The same 
Jesus whom I encountered in the Blessed Sacrament at Mass was 
manifest in those relationships. I fell in love with the idea of serving 
the greater Body of Christ, while also possessing the availability to 
know and love them personally. Walking with people as a friend in 
their peaks and sloughs of life has brought me joy, and for that 
reason I believe I have been called to discern the priesthood.  

Speaking from an open heart in spiritual direction helped me to 
overcome my hesitations about the transition to Moreau Seminary. 
Moreau is a much larger community than Old College, with many 
more opportunities to escape the necessity of a life lived in 
brotherhood. Nonetheless, as I have come to understand it, Moreau 
also presents a great deal of advantages. Among these is the age 
and wisdom of the men in the house. I am excited about finally living 
among those who are temporarily professed in the Congregation. 

The Gospels recount our Lord saying to his disciples time and time 
again, “Peace be with you.” If you believe the Lord is calling you to the 
consecrated life, do not hesitate to tell your family, friends, closest 
relatives, and eventually a vocations director. To discern a vocation 
to the religious life in today’s culture is oftentimes seen as 
backwards. Do not fall victim to this lie. Ask and permit the Lord to 
fill your heart with a spirit of peace, the same peace which the 
disciples shared after his Resurrection.

Jordan A. Chang
Carmel, Indiana
Family: Oldest of three children of Juan and 
Millie Chang
Home Parish: St. Elizabeth Seton (Diocese 
of Lafayette, Indiana)
Education: BS in Physics in Medicine, Supp. 
in Theology, Minor in Philosophy, University 
of Notre Dame, 2022
Hobbies: Running, hiking, sports, choir

Growing up in a family with many health care professionals, I always 
wanted to be a doctor  — so you would think that during the global 
pandemic, my desire for working in the medical field would increase. 
But God had other plans for me! It was when I was at home with my 
family during 2020 that I first felt the call to the priesthood. I began 
praying more and had a lot of time for silence. I also listened to a 
podcast interview of Fr. Pete McCormick, C.S.C., and heard a parish 
deacon’s vocation story. I felt my heart burning with fire to serve the 
Lord as a priest.

I was initially attracted to Holy Cross by witnessing the joy of other 
Holy Cross priests and brothers. As I learned about Holy Cross’ 
spirituality and its focus on showing the world hope through the cross 
and Our Lady of Sorrows, I fell in love with the order and was inspired 
to enter formation. Since then, I’ve developed a deeper love for the 
Mass and have realized my need for daily adoration. I have set a 
schedule that revolves around the daily office and time in adoration, as 
well as speaking with family, friends, priests, and seminarians about 
the faith. 

Prayer, reflecting on Scripture, talking with a spiritual director, and 
joining a discernment group were all extremely helpful in naming and 
working over my doubts and fears about applying. Discernment is not a 
one-time thing; it is constantly seeking out God’s will day by day. It is 
saying yes to God all the time and seeing each moment of your life as 
his will. Through this constant yes to God, you can discern your 
vocation well and have a better ear for his voice. Additionally, if you are 
struggling with something, many other men probably are, too. Speaking 
with others going through similar feelings in a discernment group can 
be helpful. I would also recommend journaling about your discernment 
process; your thoughts change constantly, and reading back through 
them can help you to see where God is leading you. God speaks to us 
through movements of the heart.

P
ostulants
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Kevin P. O’Leary
Plainfield, Illinois
Family: Second of three children of Darren 
and Margaret O’Leary
Home Parish: St. Mary Immaculate (Diocese 
of Joliet, Illinois)
Education: BA in Theology and Philosophy, 
University of Notre Dame, 2022
Hobbies: Movies, sports, detective novels

I first heard the call to discern the religious life my senior year of high 
school during a homily at a summer retreat. While a student at the 
University of Notre Dame, I discovered the Congregation of Holy 
Cross. I was attracted to its commitment to community and 
education, which led me to apply to the postulancy.

I prepared myself to begin the Postulant Program by spending a lot of 
time in prayer (and preparing to wake up very early!). Among the 
many influential factors in my decision, reading The Essential Writings 
of Basil Moreau and Thérèse of Lisieux’s Story of a Soul helped 
prepare my heart to apply. 

I also had many conversations with the most formative people in my 
life, as well as my spiritual director and my brothers in Old College, all 
of whom helped me discern that this was the right path. Naming my 
doubts and hesitations in honest conversation with those close to me 
helped me to overcome them, as did realizing that having those fears 
and doubts did not exclude me from continuing to explore my 
vocation. If you are discerning a religious or priestly vocation, don’t 
keep it to yourself. Be brave and talk about it with others. Their 
perspective can be insightful and can allow God to speak to you in an 
unexpected way.
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Matthew M. Heeder 
East Lansing, Michigan
Family: Third of six children of Bruce and Mary 
Beth Heeder
Home Parish: St. Thomas Aquinas, St. John 
Church & Student Center (Diocese of 
Lansing, Michigan)
Education: Master’s in Education, University of 
Notre Dame, 2021; BS in Mathematics and 
Spanish, University of Notre Dame, 2019
Hobbies: Tennis, cycling, speaking Spanish, 
reading, board/card games

When I used to hear seminarians and priests’ vocation stories, I heard 
how God broke through in their lives and thought to myself, “Well, 
that’s good for you, but God doesn’t do that in my life.” But when I 
started praying more consistently and with a more open mind and 
heart, I realized that God was breaking through in my life in many 
ways: directly in prayer, in things other people said to me, in the 
stirrings of my own heart. God had been doing these things all along; 
I just hadn’t been sufficiently attuned to his voice and “fingerprints” in 
my life. 

A couple years ago, a friend invited me to do Exodus 90 — a program 
rooted in prayer, asceticism, and fraternity. It helped me develop a 
habit of consistent daily prayer. Then, after l finished my time in the 
Alliance for Catholic Education (ACE) in 2021, I quickly found that 
though I loved teaching, I did not like living alone. I began to discern 
seminary, and the Congregation of Holy Cross was a natural place to 
look, given its communal life and charism as Educators in the Faith.

During my year of teaching following ACE, I noticed in prayer that my 
desire to enter seminary was continually increasing. It became so 
deep that any other option seemed a burden to me. This increasing 
desire, stoked by prayer, helped calm and center me when I 
experienced doubts or hesitations, because such deep desires are 
written upon our hearts by the Lord himself. My spiritual director and 
close friends also provided me with insight and helped me to grow in 
holiness. They would say things that I hadn’t yet been able to 
verbalize, but upon hearing them, I grew in my conviction about 
applying to Holy Cross. At last, when I met the men in formation on 
my informal visit to Moreau Seminary, it sparked the desire to live as 
they do and solidified my intent to apply.
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I have felt a draw to priestly ministry for as long as I can remember. 
While I have considered other paths throughout my life, I have never 
been able to “shake” this deep desire. Everything good I have done has 
been colored by this attraction, and every major life choice I have made 
has been chosen with it in mind. Throughout the years, this call has 
been refined and clarified, and whether or not I am ordained a priest, it 
has led me into a deeper relationship with God, which moves me to 
lead a life of service through his grace — come what may. 

I found out about Holy Cross when I attended a retreat to discern 
entering Old College as a junior in high school. While I did not end up 
applying, I did attend Notre Dame in order to be close to the 
Congregation, and in that way I came to know the community better. I 
spent time as an archdiocesan seminarian in San Antonio, but I 
eventually realized that the life of a diocesan priest was most likely not 
for me. Community is something I strongly desire, and I knew from my 
experience at Notre Dame that community is an essential part of life in 
Holy Cross. The men of Holy Cross are kind, sincere, and joyful. Further, 
the ministerial opportunities in Holy Cross are seemingly infinite, which 
I find thrilling and life-giving. 

If you are considering entering formation with Holy Cross, pray and 
reflect upon your greatest desires. Spend time imagining your future 
and what that might look like. In your heart of hearts, what brings you 
the most life, the most joy, and the most peace? What are your greatest 
gifts? How can you use these gifts to help the world around you? 
Chances are, your most profound desires will tell you a lot about how 
God wants you to serve his people. I think there’s a tendency to think 
that the life God wants us to lead has to be “hard.” Don’t get me wrong, 
sacrifices have to be made; parts of us have to be purified. But overall, 
God wants us to be fully alive and happy.

Stephen G. Santos
San Antonio, Texas
Family: Oldest of two children of Gilbert and 
Ronnie Santos
Home Parish: St. Anthony of Padua 
(Archdiocese of San Antonio, Texas)
Education: BA in Theology and Medieval 
Studies, University of Notre Dame, 2017
Hobbies: Marksmanship, ham radio, 
reading, hiking, traveling, pottery, Spanish, 
music, politics, plants, history
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I first heard God’s call to religious life when I was in high school. As I 
grew in relationship with God, I began to seek out quiet time for prayer 
throughout the day. During these moments, I started to feel a clear pull 
toward vocational discernment, which was encouraged especially by 
the example of great priests and religious in my diocese and high 
school. I was particularly inspired by a religion teacher of mine, Sr. 
Maria Jacinta, I.H.M., who lived her life with clear love for her students.

When I first encountered Holy Cross, I was initially attracted by its 
work and spirituality, but after making visits to Moreau Seminary and 
Old College, I was really drawn in by the life of community in the 
formation programs. Ultimately, I felt that God was showing me 
something that had been missing in my discernment of the diocesan 
priesthood, and that through this he was calling me to discernment 
with and eventually application to Holy Cross.

When I experience doubts and hesitations, one of the things I have 
turned to is an idea from the great Anglican writer C.S. Lewis, who 
says that often we give up our struggles just before we would have 
won. I have taken comfort in his wisdom and have found it to be true 
that often God calls out of us just a half-measure more of courage, 
fortitude, endurance, or whatever it might be. In taking just one step 
beyond where you feel comfortable, you often gain greater clarity and 
comfort and find out that was all you were ever asked to do.

If you are discerning a religious vocation, entrust your prayers to the 
Blessed Virgin and wait patiently. Discernment often feels more like 
the gradual retreat of a mist that once totally inhibited your sight than 
it does being knocked off your horse. Never tire of bringing yourself 
constantly back to prayer, without growing discouraged when God’s 
will is uncertain. God desires your fidelity and love above all.

Thomas X. Searl
Wichita, Kansas
Family: Middle of five children of Jason and 
Christine Searl
Home Parish: St. Thomas Aquinas (Diocese 
of Wichita, Kansas)
Education: Major in Management Consult-
ing, Minor in Theology, University of Notre 
Dame, 2023
Hobbies: Cooking, walking, reading
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The process of preparing a man to be a priest or to be 
a religious brother is quite deliberately called 
formation. The Church doesn’t call it education or job 
training. This word, formation, implies two things: first, 
that God is really calling a young man to be a priest or 
a brother, having already given him all the necessary 
skills and qualities that he would need to thrive in this 
life; second, it implies that these skills and qualities 
need to be molded in order to be put to their best use. 
The seminary is where this formation takes place. 
Formation is not a cookie-cutter process that turns a 
young man into something he’s not; rather, it is 
designed to help him grow into exactly who God 
intends him to be. 

Old College 
Undergraduate Seminary
The earliest stage of formation in the Congregation of 
Holy Cross, U.S. Province of Priests and Brothers, 
takes place in Old College  — the oldest remaining 
building on the Notre Dame campus. Most collegians 
enter as college freshmen, although some may 
transfer into Old College as sophomores or juniors. 
Men typically spend their freshman, sophomore, and 
junior years at Old College before transitioning to the 
Postulant Program at Moreau Seminary as seniors. At 
Old College, while living in community with other men 
discerning religious life in Holy Cross, collegians are 
free to follow any academic discipline they wish.

Postulant Program
The Postulant Program is intended to assist those 
men who are discerning the call to be a priest or to be 
a religious brother. It is composed of two different 
groups of men: those who have already completed 
their undergraduate degree and who are just beginning 
formation in Holy Cross and those former collegians 
who are completing their postulancy while seniors at 
the University of Notre Dame or at Holy Cross College. 
In this year-long program, postulants enter into a 
rhythm of prayer, religious formation, study, and 
community life at Moreau Seminary, where they live 
with temporarily professed seminarians and brother 
scholastics, as well as with finally professed priests 
and brothers of Holy Cross. Postulants also engage in 
an apostolate, which allows them to experience the 
kinds of works that are typical of Holy Cross religious. 
These apostolates are usually in parishes in the South 
Bend area where Holy Cross priests and brothers 
already minister, or on the campuses of Notre Dame 
and Holy Cross College. By introducing the postulants 
to the life of a seminarian, brother scholastic, and 
finally professed religious, the Postulant Program 
allows young men to discern a vocation to Holy Cross 
more deeply, while also preparing them for the 
Novitiate – the next stage in their formation as men 
preparing to be finally professed priests or brothers.

Novitiate
In spiritual terms, the Novitiate is a journey into the 
interior desert of the heart, that place of encounter 
with God. It seems fitting that the Holy Cross Novitiate 
is located in Cascade, Colorado, an area that lies near 
glacier-carved Pikes Peak, and where the city’s Garden 
of the Gods Park features iconic red-sandstone 
formations and mountain views. It is a unique period 
of formation. According to Blessed Basil Moreau, “It 

Log Chapel and Old College buildings

Steps Along the Way

Sacred Heart of Jesus Chapel at Moreau Seminary
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was to teach us how to pray, and thus to form within 
us a new heart, that Providence gave us the period of 
the novitiate…” (Circular Letter #96 – 1858). It is a year 
set apart, wherein the novice withdraws from normal 
interaction with family, friends, and peers, and learns to 
live with ever greater simplicity in order to foster habits 
of attentive awareness of God’s presence in his life. On 
the final day of the novitiate year, the novice professes 
his first vows of chastity, poverty, and 
obedience and joins men in the 
Professed Program. 

Professed Program:
Temporary Vows
Temporarily professed men in 
formation begin four years of full-time 
graduate studies at the University of 
Notre Dame, where they will receive a 
Master of Divinity degree or an M.A. in 
theology. They live either at Moreau 
Seminary or on the campus of Notre 
Dame. During that time, in addition to 
their academic studies, they renew 
their vows annually and continue to 
grow in each of the four “pillars” the 
Church uses as guides for seminary formation: human 
formation, spiritual formation, intellectual formation, 
and pastoral formation. All of this takes place within 
the context of community living. As the Vocation and 
Formation Guide for the United States Province states: 
“Building on the foundation of the postulant and 
novitiate programs, the post-novitiate period of initial 

formation assists the temporarily professed as they 
continue their growth in prayer, self-awareness, 
maturity, and personal conversion.”

Final Vows
After four years of temporary profession, most 

seminarians and brother scholastics 
profess final vows. This marks the 
completion of initial formation for 
those whom God has chosen to serve 
him as Holy Cross brothers. For those 
called to the priesthood, profession of 
final vows is followed by ordination to 
the transitional diaconate. These men 
serve approximately eight months as 
deacons before their ordination to 
the presbyterate. 

Men in formation spend anywhere 
from six to nine years preparing to 
become Holy Cross priests and 
brothers. This is no small task, with 
considerable time spent discerning 
God’s call and determining how best 
to answer it. We give thanks to God 

for all of our men in formation!

This article is reprinted from the Fall 2021 edition of Ave Crux.

Top: Sacred Heart of Jesus statue on the campus of the University of Notre Dame
Bottom: Men in Formation celebrating at Holy Cross’ 2022 presbyteral ordination
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This summer, the Office of Vocations hosted its eighth annual 
Summer Seminary Immersion Program (SSIP). The program 
received over 20 applications from talented and faithful 
Catholic high school men from across the country — thanks 
be to God! This year’s class of scholars joined us at Moreau 
Seminary for two weeks of academics, prayer, service, 
fellowship, and community life. 

Led by the Office of Vocations with support from Notre 
Dame’s Office of Pre-College Programs, each year SSIP 
participants learn about consecrated life and their own 
discernment. The course work focuses on the theology of the 
priesthood and the consecrated life through historical, 
sacramental, scriptural, and ministerial lenses. In addition, our 
summer scholars receive a credit from the University of Notre 
Dame upon successful completion of the two-week course.
 
The program helps young men in high school deepen their own 
consideration of God’s call through study of Sacred Scripture 
and the Catholic Tradition, as well as the experience of what it 
would be like to enter a college seminary program. The daily 
schedule includes Adoration, Mass, praying together the Divine 
Office, recreation, and experiences of common life 
and fraternity.

Taught again this year by Fr. Matthew Hovde, C.S.C, the course 
included lectures, breakout discussions, and other activities. In 
the afternoons, different aspects of priestly ministry and of 
religious life were presented: studying historical examples, 
learning about the saints, and hearing from Holy Cross 
religious currently engaged in ministry.

The two weeks were filled with rich encounters of communal 
life, meaningful service work, lots of fun, great food, and 
fellowship amongst the group. The young men encountered a 
diverse group of Holy Cross religious engaged in various kinds 
of ministry. They were also given the opportunity to explore 
and learn more about campus offerings of the University of 
Notre Dame and Holy Cross College, experience life in South 
Bend, and enjoy a variety of sports and group activities. 

We are thankful for the many Holy Cross Priests, Brothers, and 
Collegians who made this time possible and who shared 
deeply of themselves to guide and support SSIP’s participants. 
Each encounter with Holy Cross religious left the students 
inspired by their faithful witness to life in Holy Cross and by the 
joy they experience as vowed Catholic men.

High School Men Discern at Notre Dame
Summer Seminary Immersion Program

Top: The SSIP class of 2022 gathers in front of Hesburgh Library.  |  Bottom Left: SSIP students pray at Notre Dame’s Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes.
Bottom Right: Class is conducted in the Br. John J. Platte, C.S.C., seminar room at Moreau Seminary.
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This year’s leadership team included Fr. Brendan McAleer, 
C.S.C. (SSIP Program Director and Associate Director of 
Vocations), Fr. Matthew Hovde, C.S.C. (course instructor), 
Josh Amodeo (collegian), Kevin O’Leary, and Thomas Searl 
(postulants). Their combined energy helped sustain each of 
our scholars (and each other!) through the two weeks of 
study, prayer, and fun. 

The Office of Vocations is especially grateful to Rev. John 
Herman, C.S.C., and Rev. James Gallagher, C.S.C. — former 
and current Superior of Moreau Seminary, respectively — as 
well as the entire Moreau Seminary community for their 
gracious welcome and hospitality this summer. There are 
many other Holy Cross religious to thank, and the entire team 
was blessed to have so many share their time with us.

Ready to learn more?Ready to learn more?

 

Explore highlights from 
SSIP 2022 on 

Instagram & Facebook
@cscvocations.

Call us at 574-631-6385
or email us at 

vocations@holycrossusa.org.

Get more info & apply 
for SSIP 2023 at 

precollege.nd.edu/
seminaryimmersion.

Check out our upcoming 
promo video on 

the cscvocations 
YouTube channel.

“I learned more during the last two weeks than I have in 
any two weeks during a school year.”

“My experience was better than I could have imagined; 
it was a really packed schedule, but it was entirely worth it.”

“There was a lot that took me out of my comfort zone, but that was so good
for me, and has really shown me that I’ve been missing out on a lot in life .... 

SSIP wasn’t just two weeks of trying to recruit me to Holy Cross, but 
the whole team was honestly interested in helping me follow God’s will.”

“I came to this program expecting my vocation to remain the same .... 
Leaving SSIP, I’ve discovered a new vocation God may be calling me to, 

one where I could better serve his people and be happy.”

100%
of scholars “highly recommend”

the SSIP program.

98%
The average rating 

for the two-week experience.

Class of 2022 Testimonials
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Fiat and Formation
A Reflection from Rev. Brian Ching, C.S.C.

When I first arrived as a sophomore at Old College, our 
undergraduate formation program at the University of 
Notre Dame, I found a bright yellow t-shirt waiting for 
me emblazoned with the words: “Fiat, mihi secundum 
verbum tuum.” I was a bit self conscious, since I had 
no clue what those words meant; apparently they were 
important enough to be on the free t-shirt. Initial 
formation for religious life and priesthood can 
certainly be a bit daunting. It comes with its own 
unique culture, vocabulary, expectations and rituals. It 
can be overwhelming for those new to formation (and 
frankly even for those who have been in it for a while). 
Things like prayer and daily Mass, which were once 
nice (and laudable) 
extracurricular 
pursuits, soon 
become 
expectations and 
mandatory 
realities. There are a lot of things to pick up quickly: 
learning to use a Breviary, the house schedule, living in 
community, and even what certain Latin phrases 
mean. In the midst of all of these things, it can seem 
that formation is simply about following the rules and 
not causing too much trouble. In fact, in days past, a 
common motto for those in formation was: “If you 
keep the rule, the rule will keep you.” 

Rules to Grow By
If formation is just rule following, it is not truly 
formative. Formation is exactly what the word means, 

and through it we seek to conform our minds and 
hearts to Christ, that we might hear his voice, know his 
will, and have the courage to become the person he is 
calling us to be. Fittingly, the phrase “fiat, mihi 
secundum verbum tuum” is Mary’s response to the 
angel Gabriel: “Be it done to me according to thy word.” 
The humility and docility of spirit that allows Mary to 
say yes to the Lord’s invitation to bear Christ is exactly 
what formation seeks to draw out of us. Through the 
dimensions of one’s spiritual, human, intellectual, 
pastoral, and communal lives, formation seeks to help 
a person come to know himself well enough that he is 
able to see more clearly God’s will in his life. To enter 

religious and 
priestly formation 
isn’t a guarantee 
that you will 
become a religious 
or a priest, but if 

done with an open heart and mind, it will certainly 
make you a better Christian and help you come to 
know and to live God’s call in your life.

As it turns out, this is easier said than done. All of us 
come into formation with some growing to do. We 
have formed an understanding of the world around us 
and come with our own traits, habits, opinions, 
behaviors, and quirks. Some of these are intentionally 
chosen, but many are the product of the family and 
culture that we grew up in. Having grown up in New 
York City, it took me a bit to understand that not 

“The humility and docility of spirit that allows Mary to “The humility and docility of spirit that allows Mary to 
say yes to the Lord’s invitation to bear Christ is exactly say yes to the Lord’s invitation to bear Christ is exactly 

what formation seeks to draw out of us.”what formation seeks to draw out of us.”

Fr. Brian Ching, C.S.C., gives SSIP students a tour of the Basilica of the Sacred Heart.

Fr. Brian, as a newly ordained priest, speaks with parishioners at 
St. Joseph Catholic Church in South Bend, Indiana.
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everyone grew up in a place where frank and blunt were 
the primary characteristics of a conversation, or where 
even public school students were released from school 
an hour early once a week and bussed to their local 
parishes for religious ed, or in a neighborhood where 
families from ten to fifteen different ethnicities 
occupied one single block. My family was not 
particularly pious, and Catholicism was a relatively 
recent reality for us  — the product of my mom 
attending Catholic grade school in her youth, not the 
case for most of my peers. None of these things were 
inherently good or bad, but knowing and understanding 
them really helped me come to see God’s grace 
and call in my life 
more clearly.

Here is where the rules 
are useful. The structure 
and expectations of 
formation are there to 
help provide the 
framework and tools needed to engage the work of 
self-knowledge and spiritual growth. Common prayer 
(the Liturgy of the Hours each morning and evening), 
Daily Mass, and spiritual direction help us come to 
know the Lord Jesus better and heighten our ability to 
hear his voice. Formation conferences and meetings 
help us come to know ourselves better and see God at 
work in our needs, desires, and relationships, as well as 
in our habits of sleep, diet, and exercise. Academic 
classes encourage us to think carefully and critically 
about deep questions. Pastoral placements begin the 
process of seeing oneself as a representative of Christ 
and his Church, as well as help us to learn skills and 
disciplines that make for successful ministry and to 
understand the limitedness of our human capabilities. 
Finally, our common life gives us a supportive group of 
brothers who share the same goal and who will provide 
a listening ear (and often different perspectives) that 
help us know ourselves better. 

Learning to Love
While all this sounds great on paper (or at least I hope it 
does as you read this), it presents its fair share of 
challenges, as well. The work of formation often 
stretches us and forces us to confront things that we 
would rather not. Academic classes will be difficult, 
brothers in community will be challenging, prayer will 
be dry, pastoral work exhausting, and we will see things 
in ourselves that we do not like. It is in facing these 
challenges that we find ourselves at our best in 
formation. In tackling the difficult and sometimes 
unpleasant things, we find the ability to become our 

best selves, the person 
that God has called us to 
be. It is in this process 
that initial formation 
becomes the foundation 
of priestly and religious 
life. Yes, there are skills to 
learn and knowledge to 
gain, and these are 

certainly important, but it is the well-balanced, 
integrated human being who has fallen in love with 
Christ and who knows and can receive his love and 
mercy that makes the foundation of a good religious 
and priest. Life and ministry as a priest and religious 
will never be devoid of hardship and challenge; in fact, 
quite often it is the opposite. Learning to use those 
moments as moments for growth and opportunities to 
deepen our relationship with God 
is essential.

For those of us in Holy Cross, this also means falling in 
love with the charism and spirituality of the 
Congregation and Blessed Basil Moreau. Many of us 
first encounter Holy Cross through the priests’ and 
brothers’ apostolic works and witness of the strength 
of their common life. I know for me and many others, 
the strong relationships and brotherhood among the 
men in formation at Moreau and Old College were a 
significant factor in our decision to enter formation and 
consider life with Holy Cross. We found a group of men 
who enjoyed each other’s company, were able to have 
fun together, and perhaps had just enough sarcasm 
and competitiveness to feel like genuine brothers. I 
found myself saying, “I could see myself with this group 
for the rest of my life.” While those initial fraternal 
elements are important and continue to play an 
important role in our common life, our ability to have 
fun together grew less important as I came to realize 
that my brothers in community also shared a common 
desire for holiness, devotion to Blessed Basil Moreau, 

“It is the well-balanced, integrated human “It is the well-balanced, integrated human 
being who has fallen in love with Christ and being who has fallen in love with Christ and 

who knows and can receive his love and who knows and can receive his love and 
mercy that makes the foundation of a good mercy that makes the foundation of a good 

religious and priest.”religious and priest.”
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zeal to make God known, loved, and served through our 
apostolic work, and willingness to share in each others’ 
joy and support each other in moments of difficulty. As I 
moved into active ministry in Holy Cross and began to 
live in communities that spanned multiple generations, 
a diversity of tastes, and varying ideas of “fun,” these 
most fundamental common desires held true and now 
serve as a foundation for my religious life and ministry. 

Like my understanding of the importance and strength 
of our common life, my understanding of the spirituality, 
charism, and mission of Holy Cross also grew 
throughout my time in formation and ministry. It was 
easy to learn about the 
history of the 
Congregation and 
understand why having 
the “cross as our only 
hope” and “trust in divine 
providence” were 
important to the 
spirituality of Fr. Moreau and even to grasp why they are 
still important today. However, what was mostly an 
intellectual exercise in those early days of formation 
became far more concrete as I journeyed with people 
for whom the Cross was very real: a young person with 
a terminal illness and his family, people struggling to 
battle addiction and other mental illness, couples 
struggling to live out their marriage covenant, just to 
name a few. In these moments, the words of Fr. Moreau 
and the spirituality of Holy Cross took on much greater 
depth and meaning. It is often tempting for us to think 
that our job in ministry is to solve every problem and fix 
everything that is broken. These moments were 
reminders that there are times when we will be relatively 
helpless, that there is no solution or fix and all we can 
do is journey with someone in their pain and suffering. 
To be a man with “hope to bring” in those moments 
helped me grow into and understand Fr. Moreau’s life 
and writings in a profound way.

Be Not Afraid
To those who are considering a vocation to the religious 
life and priesthood or who are entering a formation 
program, my advice would echo the Lord’s: “Be not 
afraid.” We never enter a formation program as finished 
products; if we did, no formation would be necessary. 
We always enter a formation program as works in 
progress, as people with growth to do and work to be 
done. Entering formation does not mean we are ready 
to profess the vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience 

or that we are ready for the Sacrament of Holy Orders. If 
you don’t think you are ready for either of those yet, 
that’s okay. You are not supposed to be. Entering 
formation means that we seek to embrace Mary’s fiat: 
“Be it done to me according to your word” — to come to 
know the Lord and ourselves through a process of 
structured prayer and with the assistance of mentors 
and peers so that we might answer his call. There will 
certainly be moments when you doubt, when you might 
consider yourself unworthy, or when you are faced with 
the difficult task of confronting your shortcomings. 
Those are moments that are rooted in fear: fear that we 
are not holy enough or disciplined enough, or that our 

sinfulness is unforgivable. In 
those moments it will be 
tempting to hide, to keep 
things in the shadows for 
fear that their exposure will 
ruin our desired outcome. 
However, if you are willing to 
trust in the Lord, in his love 

and mercy you find the ability to let the work of 
formation shape and change you into the person that 
God is calling you to be. If your vocation eventually rests 
outside the religious life and priesthood, it will still make 
you a better disciple. If God is calling you to be a priest 
and religious, he will give you the tools necessary to live 
those vocations to the fullest. Yes, formation is 
daunting, even difficult; however, it is also the source of 
great grace and will help you know and serve the Lord 
to the fullest.

Fr. Brian Ching, C.S.C., currently serves as Rector of the 
Basilica of the Sacred Heart. He is a native of New York 
City and graduated from Holy Cross High School in 
Flushing, NY. Following high school, Fr. Brian enrolled at 
the University of Notre Dame and entered Old College his 
sophomore year. He graduated with a BA in Political 
Science in 2007 and a Master’s of Divinity in 2013. He 
made his profession of perpetual vows in August of 2012 
and was ordained a priest at the Basilica of the Sacred 
Heart in 2013. Following his ordination to the priesthood, 
Father Brian was assigned as Parochial Vicar at St. 
Joseph Catholic Church in South Bend, Indiana. He then 
returned to Old College as Director from 2015 to 2021 
and was appointed Rector of Sacred Heart Basilica in 
July, 2018.

“We never enter a formation program as “We never enter a formation program as 
finished products, if we did, no formation finished products, if we did, no formation 

would be necessary. We always enter a would be necessary. We always enter a 
formation program as works in progress.”formation program as works in progress.”
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Passing on the Faith
Anne Rathke on the Joy of being a Holy Cross Parent

As a parent, it can be daunting to learn that your son is 
thinking about entering formation to discern life as a 
priest or religious brother. It is a path you may never 
have considered, and at first you may worry your son will 
be lonely. But we hear a very different story from our 
Holy Cross parents. Many of them 
have found that, as beautiful as it is 
to attend your son’s wedding or hold 
a new grandchild, there is a special 
joy that comes from watching your 
son become a different kind of father 
— a father who has given up a family 
of his own to devote himself to 
serving other families. The 
Congregation of Holy Cross is 
modeled on the Holy Family of 
Nazareth. Far from rejecting family 
life, the men of Holy Cross embody 
it, bringing it with them wherever 
they go.

Mrs. Anne Rathke is a Holy Cross mother whose son, Fr. 
Zach Rathke, C.S.C., was ordained in 2020. Her story is 
only one of the many ways in which parents have come 
to witness and share in the hope and joy that their sons 
experience as Priests and Brothers of Holy Cross.

A History of Faith
Passing my Catholic faith on to my boys was the most 
important part of my role as their mom. I have been 
going to daily Mass for 35 years, and I feel that the 

Mass is the greatest prayer that we 
can offer to God. My own mom was 
very strong in her Catholic faith and 
passed on her love for it to all her 
eight children. Her brother was a 
diocesan priest in Mississippi and 
was called to work with the African-
American population in the Diocese 
of Jackson. We called him “Uncle 
Father.” There have been a number 
of priests and nuns in the family. My 
Grandpa’s sister’s son, Father Jim 
Kiernan, who is a priest in the 

Diocese of Des Moines, Iowa, also played a valuable 
role in the lives of my three sons. When we were 
stationed at Offutt Air Force Base in Omaha, Nebraska, 
we would visit Father Jim in a parish in Iowa about an 
hour away from where we lived.

“I can’t even describe how “I can’t even describe how 
happy I was when Zach told happy I was when Zach told 
us he was going to discern us he was going to discern 
whether God was calling whether God was calling 
him to be a priest. That him to be a priest. That 

response did not change response did not change 
with time. I still feel so with time. I still feel so 
blessed to have a sonblessed to have a son

who is a priest.”who is a priest.”

Anne Rathke embraces her son, Fr. Zachary Rathke, C.S.C., during his ordination to the priesthood on September 5, 2020.
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I always told our boys that one hour a week of church 
was not much to ask, considering all the blessings God 
has given us. We attended Mass and religious 
education every Sunday, and we always said morning 
and night prayers. I am so thankful that they are all 
strong in their faith.

Study & Service
Before entering formation, our son, now Father Zach 
Rathke, C.S.C., studied at Texas A&M and Harvard 
University; he taught students with Teach for America 
and taught children in Nairobi, Kenya. His life
experiences gave him knowledge that has since helped 
him be a better priest. For example, even though 
Father Zach talks a lot in his homilies about his doubts 
about his faith as he was growing up, I think he has 
always been strong in his faith. I taught his religious 
education classes every year, and, after Zach made his 
Confirmation in tenth grade, he wanted to teach 
Confirmation with me. He was a great religious 
education teacher’s aide! If the students didn’t 
understand me, he could explain the subject on their 
level, and they would understand.

A Joyful Journey
I can’t even describe how happy I was when Zach told 
us he was going to discern whether God was calling 
him to be a priest. That response did not change with 
time. I still feel so blessed to have a son who is a 
priest. Zach had researched and interviewed with 
several different orders and felt that Holy Cross was 
the best fit for him. He liked that the Holy Family was a 

model for the order and that education was part of 
Holy Cross’ mission. 

I never wanted to pressure Zach to be a priest; I just 
wanted to pray and let God help him make the decision 
that was right for him. When he was ordained in 
September of 2020, it was like heaven on earth. The 
Mass and ordination were so beautiful and just 
glorious! His ordination was one of the highlights of 
my life that I will always remember.

A Beautiful Future
As a Holy Cross priest, Zach has already blessed the 
lives of so many people. When we visit him at the 
places he has been — such as Lima, Austin, Kenya, 
Colorado, and South Bend — people always tell us how 
much Zach has blessed them. I am hoping God will let 
him live to be an old man, so that he can continue to 
touch many lives.

Our relationships with our children always change and 
develop over the years. With Zach living in South Bend 
while we live in Bryan/College Station, Texas, we miss 
getting to see him very often. However, as a Holy Cross 
priest he can still come on our yearly family vacations 
and to special family events, and we are so thankful for 
this time together. Zach’s nieces and nephews call him 
“FUZ” (Father Uncle Zach). Zach is also good about 
calling on birthdays and holidays and about emailing 
and texting us. During the COVID shutdown, I was 
grateful to be able to watch him say Mass online. I can 
still watch him say Mass online about every other 
Sunday. This is a great blessing to me! 

Charles and Anne Rathke with Fr. Zach Rathke, C.S.C.
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The Rathke family at Fr. Zach’s Ordination Mass

“Eternal Father, bless my son with abundant graces for the flock he tends.“Eternal Father, bless my son with abundant graces for the flock he tends.
May he bring all people closer to You. Give him an understanding and merciful heart,May he bring all people closer to You. Give him an understanding and merciful heart,

to bring Your reconciliation to all in need. Give him Your compassionto bring Your reconciliation to all in need. Give him Your compassion
to empathize with the sufferings and sorrows of others.”to empathize with the sufferings and sorrows of others.”

- Excerpt from “For a Son in the Seminary or Priesthood” in - Excerpt from “For a Son in the Seminary or Priesthood” in MothersMothers’ Manual Manual
byby  Fr. A. F. Coomes, S.J., edited by Bart TesorieroFr. A. F. Coomes, S.J., edited by Bart Tesoriero

Advice for Parents
If your son is considering embarking on the journey of 
formation as a Priest or Brother of Holy Cross, my best 
advice is to pray and let God help your son discern his 
vocation. We have a Moms of Seminarians group here, 
and we, along with others, pray on the first Monday of 
every month for vocations, as well as for seminarians, 
priests, and other religious (nuns, brothers, monks, 
etc.). I prayed for Zach many times each day during his 
seminarian years, and I continue to pray for his 
ministry now that he is a priest. When Zach asked me 
to say a blessing over him at his first Mass, I chose the 
prayer I have said every day since he first told us he 
was going to Moreau Seminary (see quote below). I 
now pray that Father Zach’s work may continue to be a 
blessing to many others.

Mrs. Anne Rathke is mother to Fr. Zachary Rathke, 
C.S.C., as well as to two other sons, Erik and Jason. She 
has been married for 45 years to her husband, Charlie 
Rathke, who is retired from the U.S. Air Force. Currently, 
they are blessed to have ten grandchildren, including a 
new baby girl born this July! Anne is a Registered Nurse 
and has a master’s degree as a Clinical Nurse Specialist 
in community/public health nursing. She has taught 
nursing at the college level since 1987, with special 
focus on those who lack access to health care. Her 
primary parish is St. Mary’s Catholic Center at Texas 
A&M University, and she also attends Mass at St. 
Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church in College Station, 
Texas. Her favorite prayers are those in the daily Mass, 
the rosary, and morning and night prayer.
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uPComing evenTs

September 29-October 1, 2022 (seniors)
March 23-25, 2023 (juniors)
Old College Undergraduate Seminary, Notre Dame, IN

This weekend discernment retreat offers high school juniors and 
seniors the opportunity to spend a weekend at Old College 
Undergraduate Seminary. Participants will join the seminary 
community for daily Mass and prayer, learn about the Congregation of 
Holy Cross and its mission, and tour both the University of Notre 
Dame and Holy Cross College campuses. All meals are provided. 
Parents are welcome and encouraged to attend. With advance notice, 
accommodations can be arranged for parents at Moreau Seminary.

October 15-22, 2022
Tioga State Forest, Pennsylvania & St. Vincent’s Archabbey

Sponsored by the Office of Vocations, this backpacking pilgrimage for 
undergraduate men is an opportunity for those open to God’s call in their 
life to adventure in the beautiful backcountry of the Midwest, learn the 
fundamentals of wilderness backpacking, participate in daily Mass and 
the Liturgy of the Hours in the outdoors, pray with wonder and awe at 
creation, experience a community of young Catholic men, ask big 
questions about God’s call in their life, and be led by seminarians and a 
Priest of Holy Cross.

Participants will need to be able to walk 7-10 miles a day in variable conditions with a 30+ lb pack. 

Interested in an event? Reach out to vocations@holycrossusa.orgvocations@holycrossusa.org to learn more.

October 5, 2022
Corby Hall, University of Notre Dame

If you are a college student at Notre Dame or Holy Cross College 
considering a vocation, join the Holy Cross priests, brothers, and 
seminarians for an evening at Corby Hall to learn about the life 
and mission of the Congregation of Holy Cross. Pray evening 
prayer in the Holy Spirit Chapel at Corby Hall, then move to the 
Sorin Room for pizza and conversation.Undergraduate Learn more about the 

Undergraduate Backpacking Pilgrimage:
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uPComing evenTs
October 28-30, 2022
Moreau Seminary, Notre Dame, IN

This retreat is focused on discerning God’s call in an informal and fraternal  
setting. The retreat offers opportunities for prayer (including personal 
reflection time, Eucharistic Adoration, Liturgy of the Hours, and daily 
Mass), while also teaching forms of prayer particularly helpful in hearing 
the voice of the Lord. The retreat also covers the history, charism, and 
mission of the Congregation of Holy Cross. Holy Cross priests, 
seminarians, and brothers in formation share their experiences of 
seminary, community, and ministry in the Congregation.

March 11-19, 2023
Rome, Italy

This pilgrimage is an opportunity to pray at holy sites and to consider  
one’s vocation discernment in the perspective of the universal Church. 
We will visit historic churches throughout the Eternal City, take an 
extensive tour of the Vatican, attend a papal audience, and make a day 
trip to Assisi. Pilgrimage includes daily Mass and time for reflection and 
conversation with Holy Cross priests and men in formation. Trip cost is 
$975 (includes transportation, lodging, meals, and entry fees). Email 
vocations@holycrossusa.org to reserve your spot.

January 13-15, 2023
Moreau Seminary, Notre Dame, IN

This retreat offers college graduates under the age of 35 who are considering 
a vocation to priesthood or religious life the opportunity to engage these 
questions of discernment with Holy Cross at Moreau Seminary. It includes 
sessions on discernment, prayer, seminary life, and religious and priestly 
ministry, as well as a rhythm of communal prayer centered on the Liturgy of 
the Hours and Mass. These sessions are designed to help the participants 
discover not only the right questions to be asking of themselves and of God, 
but also how to listen for the answers.

Post-Undergraduate
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Congregation of Holy Cross
United States Province of Priests and Brothers

Office of Vocations Office of Vocations 
P.O. Box 541
Notre Dame, IN 46556
(574) 631-6385
vocations@holycrossusa.org
cscvocations.org
@cscvocations

Summer 2023
APPLY: precollege.nd.edu/seminaryimmersion

E D U C A T I O N  P A R I S H  M I S S I O N

TWO WEEKS OF 
THEOLOGICAL STUDY,

PRAYER, 
AND COMMUNITY LIFE

AT NOTRE DAME.
FOR CATHOLIC MEN 
SEEKING TO BETTER

UNDERSTAND 
GOD’S CALL.

For more information,
call 574-631-6385 or

email vocations@holycrossusa.org.

@cscvocationscscvocations.org

SUMMER
SEMINARY

IMMERSION

Sponsored by
The Congregation of Holy Cross
The University of Notre Dame

Rising high school juniors & seniors
Applicable for college credit


