James L. Wilson
Distinguished Professor of Leadership Formation and William O. Crews Chair of the Jeff P. Iorg School of Christian Leadership at Gateway Seminary, Ontario, California.

JimWilson@gs.edu

EDUCATION
Doctor of Ministry	December 1991	Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary
Mill Valley, California 

Master of Divinity	May 1985		Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary
Mill Valley, California

Bachelor of Arts	August 1981 		Wayland Baptist University 
Plainview, Texas

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Trustee Elected Faculty Member at Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary / Gateway Seminary of the Southern Baptist Convention promoted as follows:

Apr 2024	Distinguished Professor 		 	 
		Aug 2015	Professor 				
		June 2006	Associate Professor 				

Guest Lecturer at Singapore Baptist Theological Seminary in Singapore 2018.

Guest Lecturer at the Mexican Baptist Seminary in Lomas Verdes, Mexico 2012.

	Guest Lecturer California Baptist University, Riverside, CA 2012.

Adjunct Professor Trinity Southwest Albuquerque, New Mexico Aug 1997-Oct 1999.


COURSES TAUGHT
Doctor of Ministry Program
Emerging Trends in Ministry
Executive Leadership
Ministry of Writing
Ministry of Teaching
Orientation Seminar 
Proclamation & Worship 
Project Planning Seminar
Spiritual Formation
Theory/Practice of Ministry & Leadership

Master’s Program
Basic Evangelism
Leadership in Ministry Practicum
Ministry Leadership
Preaching 1
Preaching 2
Preaching/Communication
Spiritual Formation

ADMINISTRATIVE EXPERIENCE
Administrative Roles at Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary / Gateway Seminary of the Southern Baptist Convention	

Feb 2025	William O. Crews Chair of the Jeff P. Iorg School of Christian Leadership
June 2012	Director of DMin Program
Aug 2009	Associate Director of DMin Program
Aug 2007	Associate Director & Acting Director of DMin Program during Director’s sabbatical and search for new Director
June 2006	Associate Director of DMin & Theological Field Education Programs
	
DMin Leadership Highlights. While Director of the DMin program, the program received permission from the Seminary’s accreditors for a 100% distance learning delivery, expanded offerings to include a Chinese-bilingual program, and grew in size, quality, and efficiency. The headcount reached an all-time record of 282 in the 21/22 academic year. The annual assessments demonstrated growth in the candidate’s theological competence, theoretical understanding, reflective practice, scholarship and ministry competence. The net revenues increased by 267% and expense to income ratio decreased by 12.26% in a decade over decade comparison.

DMin Cohort Management. Launched and shepherded 36 Doctor of Ministry Cohorts as Cohort Director.

Faculty Governance. Served on various faculty committees as members and chairperson of Curriculum Committee, Special Events Committee, and Student Relations Committee. In addition, served as a member of the ATS Accreditation Steering Team, the Blended Classroom Task Force, the President’s Faculty Advisory Committee for the VPAS search and on the Presidential Strategic Task Force.

PASTORAL MINISTRY EXPERIENCE 
Teaching Pastor 	July 2022-May 2025	Lakeshore City Church Corona, CA
Interim Pastor 	June 2016-Apr 2017 	First Southern Baptist Monterey Park, CA
Sabbatical Pastor 	Sept. 2015-Nov 2015 Hemet Valley Baptist Church, Hemet, CA
Sabbatical Pastor 	Feb 2012-Apr 2012 	First Baptist Church of San Jacinto, CA
Interim Pastor 	Sept 2012–Mar 2013 	First Baptist Church of San Jacinto, CA
Transitional Pastor 	Sept 2010-Dec. 2011	Valencia Hills Community Valencia, CA
Interim Pastor 	Dec 2006-Feb 2009 	Hemet Valley Baptist Church, Hemet, CA
Teaching Pastor 	Nov 2006-Dec 2006 	Hemet Valley Baptist Church, Hemet, CA
Guest Speaker		Over 60 churches since elected to Seminary Faculty in 2006.

Senior Pastor 		Oct 1999-July 2006	Lighthouse Baptist Seaside, CA
Senior Pastor 		May 1995-Oct 1999	First Baptist Alameda, NM
Senior Pastor 		Oct1992-May 1995	Berkeley Avenue Baptist, Turlock, CA 
Senior Pastor 		June1982-Sept 1992	First Baptist Church, Palm Desert, CA.
Youth Evangelist 	1979-1982		50+ revivals in Texas, California, Idaho
Pastor 			July 1978-May 1980 	Northfield Baptist Church Northfield, TX 

SELECT DENOMINATIONAL SERVICE EXPERIENCE

Speaker		2022			SBC/NAMB Crossover 
Speaker		2021			Pastors Co-worker Meeting for the 
Singapore National Convention
Plenary Speaker	2020			P3 Estrella Baptist Association 
Pastor's Conference
Speaker		2019			Impact Preaching Mid-Valley Southern 
Baptist Association
	Keynote Speaker	2019			50th Anniversary Lide-Walker Bible 
Conference Bagio City, Philippines
Member 		2018			NAMB Assessment Team for 
Church Planters
Speaker		2018			CSBC
Speaker		2017			CSBC Next Gen Conference
Speaker		2017			AIM Assocational Missionaries Meeting
Speaker		2017			Korean Leadership Conference
Parliamentarian	2002-2017		California Southern Baptist Convention
Keynote Speaker	2016			Milldale Labor Day Conference
Speaker		2016			Elevate San Diego Association
Speaker		2016			Pastor's Conference (IESBA)
Speaker 		2016			Estrella Baptist Association
Speaker		2015			Bridging Leadership
Speaker		2015			Leadership Training Redwood Empire
Judge			2014			CSBC Speaker's Tournament
Keynote Speaker	2014			International Baptist Ministries
Leadership Conference
Keynote Speaker	2013			Soul Shaping Seminar Odessa, TX
Keynote Speaker	2013			Soul Shaping Seminar Stockton, CA
Keynote Speaker	2013			Rural Church Leadership Conference
Keynote Speaker	2012			South Korea Leadership Retreat
Teacher 		2012			Equipped for Excellence
Conflict Mediator	2012			Milliani Baptist Church Milliani, HI
Speaker		2011			Sierra Butte Association
Speaker		2011			IESBA Calicinto Ranch Leadership Retreat
Teacher 		2011			IESBA Equipped for Excellence
Parliamentarian	2010-2011		Nevada Baptist Convention
Keynote Speaker	2010			Sierra Butte Association
Keynote Speaker	2010			Alabama Baptist Convention
Keynote Speaker	2010			Montgomery Association
Keynote Speaker	2010			Coffee County Baptist Association
Keynote Speaker	2010			Phoenix Pastor's Meeting
Keynote Speaker	2010			Evangelism Conference SBSBA
Keynote Speaker	2010			Gold Coast Association
Trainer			2010			Evangelism Training Truck Stop Ministry
Speaker		2008			Hume Lake Minister's Conference
Parliamentarian	2007			Utah Idaho Southern Baptist Convention
Trustee			2000-2007		California Baptist University
Annual Preacher	2006			California Southern Baptist Convention
Speaker		2006			Ridgecrest Conference Center
Speaker		2003			Minister's Conference
Teacher		1999-2001		Glorieta Christian Writer’s Conference
Parliamentarian	2000			California Southern Baptist Convention
Member 		1999			New Mexico Baptist Constitution Revision 
Committee
	Parliamentarian	1997-1999		New Mexico Baptist Convention

Member 		1998			Member of Committee on Nominations of
the Southern Baptist Convention
Member 		1997			New Mexico Baptist Convention 
Program Committee
Speaker		1995			New Mexico Baptist Pastor's Conference
Parliamentarian	1994			California Southern Baptist Convention
First Vice President	1993-94		California Southern Baptist Convention
Speaker		1993			California Southern Baptist Convention
Chairperson		1992			Total Program Committee of the CSBC
Executive Board
	Member		1988-1992		CSBC Executive Board
Speaker		1991			Pastor's Conference (CSBC)
Parliamentarian	1990-91		California Southern Baptist Convention
Speaker		1988			California Southern Baptist Convention

SELECT PUBLICATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS
Authored, Co-authored or Contributions to Books:
Wilson, Jim L., 300 Illustrations for Preachers Vol. 2, Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2025.
Wilson, Jim L., 300 Predigtbeispiele ed. Elliot Ritzema Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2022.
Wilson, Jim, Illustrating Well: Preaching Sermons that Connect. Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2022.
Wilson, et al, Predicación de Impacto: Un Caso para el Sermón Expositivo de un Punto. Bellingham, WA: Editorial Tesoro Bíblico, 2021.
Wilson, Jim L. El Ministerio Pastoral en al mundo real: Amar, enseñar y liderar al pueblo de Dios. Bellingham, WA: Editorial Tesoro Bíblico, 2020.
Wilson, Jim & Earl Waggoner, A Guide to Theological Reflection. Grand Rapids: Zondervan Academic, 2020.
Wilson, Jim L. Pastoral Ministry in the Real World: Loving, Teaching, Leading God’s People, 2nd Ed. Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2018
Wilson, Jim L., et al, Impact Preaching: A Case for the One-Point Expository Sermon, Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2018.
Wilson, Jim L., et al, Impact Preaching: A Case for the One-Point Expository Sermon, Wooster, OH: Weaver Book Company, 2018.
Wilson, Jim L.,1000 + Fresh Illustrations Nashville: Lifeway, Word Search Software.
Wilson, Jim L. Fresh Illustrations: Forgiveness & Reconciliation, Vol. 1 Nashville: Lifeway, Word Search Software, 2017.
Wilson, Jim L. Fresh Illustrations: Family, Vol 2 Nashville: Lifeway, Word Search Software, 2017.
Wilson, Jim L. Fresh Illustrations: Faith, Hope & Love, Vol 3 Nashville: Lifeway, Word Search Software, 2017.
Wilson, Jim L. Fresh Illustrations: Evangelism & Missions, Vol 4 Nashville: Lifeway, Word Search Software, 2017.
Wilson, Jim L. Fresh Illustrations: Sin & Salvation, Vol 5 Nashville: Lifeway, Word Search Software, 2017.
Wilson, Jim L. Fresh Illustrations: Stewardship, Vol 6 Nashville: Lifeway, Word Search Software, 2017.
(Six volume set of Fresh Illustrations listed above was also published by Oaktree, in Accordance Software, 2017.)
Wilson, Jim L. Pastoral Ministry in the Real World: Loving, Teaching, Leading God’s People. Wooster, OH: Weaver Book Company, 2016.
Wilson, Jim L. “A Pastoral Model for Engaging Community” in Ministry in the New Marriage Culture, ed. Jeff Iorg, 223–36. Nashville: B & H, 2015.
Wilson, Jim L. 300 Illustrations for Preachers, ed. Elliot Ritzema. Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2015.
Wilson, Jim L. Soul Shaping: Disciplines that Conform you to the Image of Christ, Nashville: Lifeway, 2009.
Wilson, Jim L. Fresh Start Devotionals, Bellingham, WA: Logos Software, 2009.
Wilson, Jim L., How to Write Narrative Sermons Bellingham, WA: Logos Software, 2009.
Wilson, Jim L., Fresh Sermons, Bellingham, WA: Logos Software, 2009.
Wilson, Jim L., More Fresh Sermon Illustrations, San Antonio, TX: WordSearch Software, 2008.
Wilson, Jim L., “Turning Points” in America’s Favorite Sermons 2007, El Cajon, CA: Christian Services Network, 2007.
Wilson, Jim L., Fresh Sermon Illustrations, San Antonio, TX: WordSearch Software, 2006.
Wilson, Jim L., Future Church: Ministry in a Post-Seeker Age, Nashville: Broadman & Holman, 2004.
Wilson, Jim L., Future Church: Ministry in a Post-Seeker Age, Colorado Springs: Serendipity House, 2002.

Curriculum:
Writer for Lifeway’s Bible Studies for Life (1,000,000 circulation).

10/18/26 	“The Cry for Forgiveness,” Psalm 51:1-13
10/25/26 	“The Source of Forgiveness,” Psalm 103:1-13
11/1/26 	“The Picture of Forgiveness,” Leviticus 16:6-10, 15-19, 20-22
11/8/26 	The Reason for Forgiveness,” Isaiah 43:1-7,21-25
11/15/26 	“The Path to Forgiveness,” Ephesians 2:1-10
11/22/26 	“The Declaration of Forgiveness,” Acts 10:44-48, 16:30-34, 19:1-5
11/29/26 	“The Evidence of Forgiveness,” Matthew 18:21-35

9/4/22 		“Faith on Display in Hard Times,” James 1:1-12
9/11/22 	“Faith on Display in Your Relationships,” James 2:1-13
9/18/22 	“Faith on Display in Your Actions,” James 2:14-26
9/25/22 	“Faith on Display in Your Conversations,” James 3:1-5a, 9-10,13-18
10/2/22 	“Faith on Display in Facing the Enemy,” James 4:1-10
10/9/22 	“Faith on Display in Your Priorities,” James 4:13-17; 5:7-11


1/24/21	“The Benefit of Spiritual Disciplines,” 1 Tim 4:1-10
1/31/21 	“Knowing God,” Psa 119:17-24
2/7/21 		“Intimacy with God,” John 17:1-5, 21-26
2/14/21 	“Maintaining Focus on God,” Dan 9:1-7; 17-19
2/21/21 	“Connecting to Christ’s Body,” 1 Cor 12:12-24
2/28/21 	“Joining God’s Work,” John 15:1-8

Writer for Lifeway’s LifeWORDS and LifeLESSONS 
12/2/07	 “Recognizing the Savior” Isa 53:1-12
12/9/07	“Getting Ready for the Savior” Luke 1:5-7; 11-13; 57-60; 65-66; 
76-79
12/16/07	“Being Changed by the Savior” Luke 1:26-31; 34-35; 38; 46-50
12/23/07	“Celebrating the Savior’s Birth” Luke 2:4-12; 16-20
12/30/07	“Bowing Before the Savior” Matt 2:1-12

	Presentations:
2023 	Keynote Speaker for Expositor's Collective, Calvary Chapel Temecula, CA
		"The Value of Expository Preaching."
	2021 	Presenter for Association of Doctor of Ministry Educators
		“Theological Reflection Loop”
	2020 	Plenary Speaker Evangelical Association of Theological Field Educators
		“Theological Reflection Loop”
2017 	Speaker for Society of Church Consultants
	“Conflict Mediation”
2018	Breakout Leader for SBC Baptist Communicators Association 
	“How to Write a Book Proposal.”
2007 	Keynote Speaker for Annual Meeting of the Association of Baptist Ministries with the Aging (ABMA), Fayetteville, GA.
“Future Church”

Articles:
Wilson, Jim L. "A Faith That Works," James 2:14-26, Preachingmagazine.com, 2017.
Wilson, Jim L. “Why Sermons Should have One Point,” in Preaching: The Professional Journal for Ministry Leaders, Jan. 2016.
Neighbour III, Ralph (with Jim L. Wilson), “Losing Control,” Leadership Journal, 2010.
Wilson, Jim L. “At Your Fingertips: Great Information about Your Community and World,” Leadership Network, 2009.
Kallestad, Walt (with Jim L. Wilson), “Showtime No More,” Leadership Journal, 2009.
Wilson, Jim L., "Get Creative," Journal of the American Academy of Ministry, 10:1, (Fall/Winter 2005): 17-28.
Wilson, Jim L., “Priming the Heart,” On Mission, 8:4 (Fall 2005): 22-27.
Wilson, Jim L., “Vertical Worship,” Let’s Worship, 8:4 (Winter 2004-2005): 21-22.
Wilson, Jim L., “Organic Worship,” Let’s Worship, 7:4 (Winter 2003-2004): 73-76.
Wilson, James L., “Worship: Experiencing the Presence of God,” Let’s Worship, 8:2 (Summer 2003): 64-65.
Wilson, Jim L., "Preaching in a Postmodern World," Growing Churches, 12:2 (Spring 2002): 34-35.
Wilson, James, “God Cares: Two Stories of Grief,” Lutheran Partners, 18:4 (July/August 2002): 30-31.
Wilson, James L., “Few and Far Between,” Leadership: A Practical Journal for Church Leaders, (Spring 2001): 45-48.
Wilson, Jim, “Creations of Worship: The Arts Bring People to God,” Rev: Redefining Ministry, 4:5, (May/June 2001).
Wilson, Jim L., “Retooling,” Proclaim! The Journal for Biblical Preaching, 31:4 (Summer 2001):19.
Wilson, Jim L., “Attitude Check,” Proclaim! The Journal for Biblical Preaching, 31:2 (Winter 2000-2001):23.
Wilson, Jim L., “In Sync,” Rev.: Redefining Ministry, 4:1 (Sept/Oct 2000): 73-80.
Wilson, Jim L., “Reaping the Whirlwind,” Growing Churches, 4-1, (Fall 2000): 20-23.
Wilson, Jim L., “When Words Aren’t Enough,” Lutheran Partners, 16:2, (March/April 2000): 53-54.
Wilson, Jim L., “Angels of Reconciliation,” Growing Churches, 10-1, (Winter 1999-2000): 6-11.
Wilson, Jim L., “Leadership: Beyond the Struggle for Power,” Preacher’s Magazine, 75:1, (Sept/Oct/Nov 1999): 32-33.
Lawrence, Jimmy “Risky Ministry,” Growing Churches, 9-4, (Fall 1999): 32-34.
Wilson, Jim L., “The Conflict of the Month Club,” The Minister’s Family, 3-4, (Fall 1999): 19-20.
Wilson, Jim L., "How Can I Preach Without a Voice? What I Learned When I Became my Own Sermon Illustration," Leadership Journal, (Summer 1998): 100-103.
Wilson, James L., "The Chair: Key to Effective Committee Work," Church Administration: A Magazine for Effectiveness in Ministry, (1/1/1998): 27-28.
Wilson, Jim L., “Now Hear This: The Worship Hour’s Primary Purpose,” Preacher’s Magazine, 74-1, (September/October/November 1998): 16-17.
Wilson, Jim L., “Preacher, Would You Please Announce?,” Proclaim: The Pastor’s Journal for Biblical Preaching, 28:2, (Winter 1997-98): 50.
Wilson, James L., “In God We Trust,” Pulpit Digest, (November/December 1997): 83-39.
Wilson, Jim L., “Stop the Rumor Mill from Grinding Your Family,” Pastor’s Family: For Pastors at Home, (June-July 1997): 21.
Wilson, James, "Direct Mail: How to Reduce Your Costs and Increase Your Results," Evangelism 10:4, (August 1996): 121-126.
Wilson, James L., “Dealing with Difficult People,” The Preacher’s Magazine, 69:4, (June/July/August 1994): 28-29.


CERTIFICATIONS
Myers Brigs Type Indicator. 2006
Disaster Relief Chaplain, 2009
LifeWay Transitional Pastor, 2009
Society of Church Consultants Certification, 2015
