
Where do I need to ask God for restoration in my life?
Is there anything holding me back from giving my all to God?
Is there anyone I need to extend grace to, as Christ has done for me?
Is there anyone God is putting on my heart to invite to Easter services?

 In a fractured world, things just aren’t the way they were supposed to be. In our
personal lives, we experience physical and emotional pain. In our relationships,
we have communication breakdowns and frustrations. In our parenting, we too
often wish we handled a situation much better. But greatest of all, the
consequence of living in a broken world is that we no longer inherently know the
goodness and faithfulness of God and that we are called to live in relationship
with Him. 

Fortunately, God is not afraid of the brokenness, or darkness, that we currently
experience in our lives (1:1-5). Our sin does not scare God or lead Him to walk
away from us. Instead, He steps into our brokenness. The beauty of Easter is
that God chose to meet us where we were at, so that he can make things right in
our lives, set our paths straight, and offer us true hope. We praise God because
He has not left us empty-handed in a broken world. 

In these opening chapters of John (1-3), we are reminded of this truth: that
Jesus, the God-man, came to dwell with us, so that he could bring hope, light,
and salvation to all people (1:9,14). The Savior was born, and he brings grace &
truth into our lives (1:17, 3:16). By trusting in Jesus, we drink from living water
and are filled with the Spirit. We are able to once again draw close to God, our
good heavenly Father. And this Easter, we are able to invite others to do the
same. 

So, as we read the story of Easter and begin our devotional series, let us
contemplate the reality and significance of Christ’s coming for each of us. When
we do this, we recognize that we can’t mend the deepest levels of our
brokenness without God’s help and the great depths of His grace. Spend some
time praying through each of these questions today:

1.
2.
3.
4.
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        Do you love Jesus for who He is? Or do you love Him for what He does for you? These
chapters are filled with Jesus demonstrating who He is. He is more than a miracle worker.
Jesus did some pretty amazing things in these chapters: spoke to an outcast Samaritan
woman at the well, healed an official’s son, healed a paralytic at the pool, fed 5,000 people
with 5 loaves of bread and 2 fish, and walked on water. That’s pretty impressive! 

However, Jesus is so much more than miracles. Those might get people’s attention, but
ultimately He wants them to believe that He is the Son of God. He wants them to know He
is the only One that can bring them eternal life. He wants them to know He is the only One
who can satisfy the hunger and thirst in their souls. He wants them to believe HE is their
Savior. 

After Jesus tells the Samaritan woman He is the Messiah she has been waiting for, she
goes back to the town and tells everyone what happened. She told them how Jesus knew
everything she had done. The people from town went to see for themselves. John 4:42
says, "They said to the woman, ‘We no longer believe just because of what you said; now we
have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Savior of the world.'"

After Jesus healed the paralytic at the pool, John 5:14 says, "Later Jesus found him at the
temple and said to him, ‘See, you are well again. Stop sinning or something worse may
happen to you.’" It is easy to jump to the conclusion that the “something worse” Jesus was
referring to was becoming paralytic or having some physical ailment again. However, I
believe Jesus was much more concerned with his eternal health and was warning him that
the “something worse” might be that he wouldn’t have eternal life. 

After Jesus fed the 5,000, He was talking to His disciples. John 6:26-27 says, "Jesus
answered, ‘Very truly I tell you, you are looking for me, not because you saw the signs I
performed but because you ate the loaves and had your fill. Do not work for food that spoils,
but for food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you…’" Jesus
reminds them that all they have to do is believe in the One He has sent.  

Jesus is about to do something else impressive: He is going to conquer death by dying on
a cross so that each one of us can have eternal life. God uses the great things He has
done in our lives to give us a testimony. These are important! But even if He did nothing
else for us but die on a cross, that is enough. He is the Son of God, sent to save us, sent
to die for our sins, and was raised from the dead. He gives us eternal life. He is so much
more than a miracle worker.  

Miranda Kokes
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        Who is Jesus? This is the most important question every person needs to answer.
This Jesus guy performed miracles, said very clearly that He is the son of God,
defeated death with 500 eyewitness accounts, and was so impactful that he split time
in two. Who is Jesus? Many people would like to say that he was a really good moral
teacher, But Jesus told us who He is: God. C.S. Lewis said it this way:

"A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a
great moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic — on a level with the man who says he
is a poached egg — or else he would be the Devil of Hell. You must make your choice.
Either this man was, and is, the Son of God, or else a madman or something worse…. You
can shut Him up for a fool, you can spit at Him and kill Him as a demon; or you can fall at
His feet and call Him Lord and God. But let us not come up with any patronizing
nonsense about His being a great human teacher. He has not left that open to us. He did
not intend to."

You can see in John 7 that everyone was asking this same question: who is Jesus?
They are saying He is a good man, others would say he deceives people, and they want
to know how this man got such learning without having been taught. There was division
about who Jesus is, but you can see everyone is intrigued by Him. Jesus, however,
wasn’t keeping it quiet; He was telling them exactly who He was and is. Jesus said
things like “Let anyone who is thirsty come and drink,” and “Whoever believes in me, as
Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them.” Then in John 8, He
shows us who He is when the adulterous woman was brought out in the streets. The
Pharisees, who are trying to prove Jesus isn’t who He says He is (and who people are
starting to believe He is), decide to test Jesus.

The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They
made her stand before the group and said to Jesus, “Teacher, this woman was caught
in the act of adultery. In the Law, Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now
what do you say?” They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis for
accusing him. But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger.
When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, “Let any one
of you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” John 8:3-7
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You can imagine what the scene must have been like as one by one, the mob of self-
righteous, judgmental men dropped their stones and slowly walked away. Until it was just
this woman left soaked in her shame, standing with the incarnation of love, Jesus. Jesus
tells her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?” “No one, sir,” she said.
“Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin.”

Who is Jesus? He just showed us. Later in John 8, Jesus makes many statements about
who He is, but none more powerful than verse 58.

“Very truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, I am!”

Who do you say Jesus is?

Brandon Billups
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       This week’s readings in John are considered something of a heel turn for Jesus.
These crucial moments prove to be His undoing at the hand of the Jews, as they finally
decide to execute Him. But we can see where the religious leaders meant harm to
Jesus, God had a plan. 

Firstly, Jesus is the Good Shepherd and the gate. Jesus makes very clear that He is the
only way to God — there is no alternative. Salvation is by grace alone through faith
alone in Christ alone (Eph 2:8-9). This statement feels intuitive to us, but what about the
other statement? What does Jesus mean when He says He’s the Good Shepherd? 

The idea of a shepherd can seem foreign to us in our day and age. I encourage you to
take a moment and meditate on Psalm 23. What a beautiful passage! Let that set our
minds on the idea of a shepherd and reflect on Jesus’ words here (John 10:1-18). 

He says quite a few things about His shepherding. Firstly, His sheep will know His
voice. That’s pretty remarkable, considering how dim-witted and defenseless sheep
are. Given their subpar sense of sight, hearing and recognizing their shepherd’s voice
means life or death. God’s sheep know Him by His voice, even when they can’t see
Him. 

As the Good Shepherd, Jesus promises to give us life in full and that He’ll lay down His
life for us. There will be counterfeit gods who promise life in exchange for your
devotion, but in the end, will leave you broken. Consider Jesus’ words carefully: what
are things in your life that wish to take the mantle of your shepherd? 

Not only does Jesus claim the role of caretaker, but He also provides us a litmus test
by which we can discern anything else in this world that we follow. He gives us life in
that He set an example for us to follow, but He also laid down His life for us when we
fell short of that goal. 

Jesus is the resurrection and the life. If the previous chapter was the “talk the talk”
portion of Jesus’ claims, this passage is the “walk the walk” part. Now Jesus must
prove that He’s really God, so He raises Lazarus from the dead. 

Don’t skip over this story! Not only did He achieve the impossible, but pay attention to
how John describes this account. After all, this is one of the most dramatic stories in
Scripture: God conquers death, remedies His friends’ grief, and gives a fitting end to
this tragedy! 

Jacob Thomas
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It will also be what eventually gets Jesus killed. It includes every emotion that we like to
shy away from (anger, lament, sadness, frustration). It tells about a God who weeps
with us in our pain. Friends, this is more than a “happily ever after.” This is painting a
picture of who Jesus is: fully God (conquering death) and fully man (feeling our pain). 

I’m reminded of a lyric from a song by John Mark McMillan: 

“What to tell my daughter
When she asks so many questions
And I fail to fill her heaviness with peace
When I've got no answers
For hurt knees or cancers
But a Savior who suffers them with me”

Believing in Jesus means resurrection with Him. Believing in Jesus means life in the
full, painful emotions and all. 

Raising Lazarus from the dead proved to be Jesus’ undoing, as the Jews enacted their
plot to kill Him. And yet, there’s a bit of dramatic irony here. What the high priest
believed to be an act of political expediency actually carried out the will of God by
which the entire world would be saved (John 11:49-50)! What man meant for evil, God
meant for good (Gen 50:20)! 

As you read and pray over this Scripture, thank God that He made a plan for the world
to be saved. How can Jesus be your shepherd today? What are the things you need to
entrust in His care? How will you let Him weep with you, rejoice with you, and give you
life fully today?

Jacob Thomas
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Ephesians 5:26 tells us that Christ, like a good husband, cleanses His bride, the church,
“by the washing with water through the Word.” In John 13-15, Jesus unpacks this for us
and shows us practically what it looks like as He prepares the disciples for His coming
arrest and crucifixion.

Chapter 13 opens with a familiar story: Christ, the Teacher and Lord, humbles himself
to wash His disciples’ feet. Can you imagine? If we weren’t already so familiar with this
story, we’d be shocked at the whole scene. There’s no way we should expect the Lord
of all the universe to serve us in this way, and for that very reason, Peter initially
refuses. But Jesus hadn’t come to be served, but to serve, and Peter soon learns that
he must humbly submit to Jesus’ own humiliation in this way. Not that he needs his
whole body washed; he, like us, has already been made clean, but he, like us, still walks
through some stuff. We, like Peter, still need to humbly come to Jesus daily for help
with the dirt and grime that so easily clings to the flesh. After washing their feet, Jesus
calls them and us to participate in helping one another in the same way: not with
arrogance, but humbly caring for one another in our mutual need.

In Chapters 14 and 15, Jesus, knowing He would soon leave them physically, comforts
the disciples with a promise that is also for us: Jesus says that His purpose in leaving
was to prepare a place for us with the Father and that He would come again to bring us
home. And until that day comes, Jesus promised that He would not leave us alone but
would send His Spirit, “to help you and be with you forever.” What a promise! A
Comforter, an Advocate, and a Teacher to guide us as we wait for His return. 

From there, Jesus reminds us that just as a branch draws all its vitality and fruitfulness
from the vine, so our life and fruitfulness come from Him. As we go through life, we
must remain in Him. Not occasionally, but continually abiding in Him, being taught by
the Spirit, living in and receiving the love of the Father, and keeping the commands of
Jesus which are summed up in 15:12: “Love each other as I have loved you.” That same
love is demonstrated in the washing of feet and so much more in the laying down of
His precious life for us.

Joel Hudson
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In John 17, Jesus prays for us. He prays that we would be one. 

The cry of Jesus is that we would be unified. 

It blows my mind that He is about to be arrested — about to be crucified — and this is
His prayer for us. For us, the Church, to be unified. Earlier in John, Jesus is recorded as
saying the world will know we are His disciples by our love for one another. Man,
sometimes unity seems like a lofty idea that’s not that important but not in the Son of
man’s prayers. Over theological differences, over political parties, and over different
denominations, let there be love for one another among our brothers and sisters in
Christ. Psalms 133:1 reads, “How good and pleasant it is when God's people live
together in unity.” 

This is hard at times, but through the power of the Holy Spirit we can look at the family
of Christ and say: I will put forth the love and effort to unify and not tear down. I will
listen and not shout over differences; I will pray for them and not slander. Let us be
unified over Christ and what He has done and what He means to us. Let us be unified
because the world is watching. Let us be the aroma of Christ with how we interact and
love one another. 

David Curtis 
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Betrayed. Beaten. Flogged. Crucified. Buried. Left for dead. 

This was Jesus in John 19. A dark and somber chapter, it paints the story of our
Savior’s gruesome death – and, frankly, it’s awful. Imagining what these hours of
Jesus’ life were like brings tears to my eyes. This was the One who lived a perfect life –
and He was betrayed in the worst way possible, murdered by those who were
worshiping Him just days before. Such heartbreak. Such pain. 

But, then… Hope arrives. 

Resurrected. Alive. Gracious. Miraculous. Forgiving. Purposeful. Worthy of following. 

This, too, was Jesus, just one chapter later. This very same man proved to the world –
a world that had just forced Him to die a sinner’s death – that He had come to save
them. In days that seemed to be the darkest this world had ever known, Jesus wrote
the greatest story that would ever be told. He defeated death with purpose. He
resurrected in order to save. He brought hope to a world that had given up all hope. 

This is Jesus, who calls us to follow Him. Would you make a choice to be a disciple
whom Jesus loves? Would you be Mary, who does not forsake Jesus, regardless of
what the world or culture says? Would you be Thomas, who experiences Jesus and
believes? Would you be Peter, who leaves all else behind and chases after Jesus?
These disciples did not live a perfect life, but when left face-to-face with the choice to
choose Christ or to choose anything else, they chose Him. They left everything to follow
this Jesus. And now, they are living in eternity with Him.

Though not perfect, my hope is that I, too, would live a life that shows others my Jesus.
May my following of Jesus reflect Him so unmistakably that others cannot help but
follow Him, too. Friends, the Christian life will not be the easiest life. In fact, Jesus
promises us that we will face many hardships in following Him. But, following this
Jesus is the greatest choice you can make. It is the only way to hope – a hope that will
last. 

It’s in the darkest moments that we need hope, and that’s why Jesus experienced the
darkest moment this world has ever seen. So that we could choose hope. So that we
could choose Him. So that we could choose life – life with Him forever. 

Chloe Haddad
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