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Persevere in the Spirit of Truth
1 John 4:1-6

We have full assurance that by God’s grace, through faith, we are in Christ and are “shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time”  
(1Pt. 1:5). However, this does not mean we can become complacent and spiritually “coast.”

Three discipleship principles for standing firm to the end:

1. Take the danger of false prophets seriously (vs. 1-3)
- A false prophet is “one who acts the part of a divinely inspired prophet but utters falsehoods under the name of divine prophecies”
- Satan is the ultimate demonic spirit behind all false teachers and false doctrine 
(cf. 2 Cor. 11:13-15)
- “Test the spirits” → examine them, scrutinize them, to prove whether they are genuine (from God) or not (cf. 1 Thess. 5:19-22)
 
Do you sense the urgency of this ever-increasing danger? As we seek to work out our salvation in the last days, standing firm to the end and holding unswervingly to the hope we profess, we need to “wake up” and take this very real threat of false prophets seriously. “Do not believe every spirit!” Be diligent to test them to see whether they are from God.

2. Recognize the danger of false prophets, but don’t live in fear of them (vs. 4)
- Being a child of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, means we can overcome the threat of false prophets and not live in fear of them 
- We overcome the threat of Satan and his servants through the power of the Holy Spirit living in us (cf. Acts. 1:8; Eph. 1:18-20)    
- Nothing, not even Satan or his servant false teachers, can take us out of the hand of Christ, our Saviour and Lord (cf. Jn. 10:27-30; Rom. 8:38-39)

In the face of this increasing threat of false prophets and teachings, are you living as an overcomer experiencing victory through the power of the Spirit of Christ living in you? Or, do you feel like you are being “tossed back and forth by the waves, blown here and there by every wind of teaching …” Remember, His divine power has given you everything you need (2 Peter 1:3) and He will continue to transform you into His image (Philippians 1:6).

3. Practice “selective hearing” – listen to and believe only those who are from God (vs. 5-6) 
- Those enslaved to the world cannot help but listen to those who speak their own language 
(cf. Eph. 2:1-3)
- Those who know God, who by faith confess Jesus as the incarnate Christ and Saviour, prioritize listening to those who are from Him (cf. Jn. 8:47)
- Both the Old Testament and the New Testament are the sole standards by which all teaching is to be tested (cf. Jn. 17:17; 2 Tim. 3:16-17)

Who are you listening to? Do you have “selective biblical hearing”? Test the spirits, confess Christ as Lord, trust the Holy Spirit within you, and hold unswervingly to the Word. This is our strength. This is how we overcome. This is our salvation. Persevere in the Spirit of Truth. 
