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ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
ARLINGTON, MASSACHUSETTS 

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

September 3rd, 2023 
 

HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II 
 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

Violin Prelude  

 

(Please stand if you are able.) 

Processional Hymn: “Sing Ye Faithful, Sing with Gladness”         #492 in 1982 Hymnal 
 

Celebrant:  Blessed be the One holy and Living God. 

People: Glory to God forever and ever.  

Collect for Purity:  

All: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

Gloria: “All Glory Be to God on High”  

    

               

 

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you.  

People:     And also with you.  

Celebrant:   Let us pray. 

 

Collect for the Day:  

All: Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things: Graft in our hearts the 

love of your Name; increase in us true religion; nourish us with all goodness; and bring forth in us 

the fruit of good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Ho-

ly Spirit, one God for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Readings 
 

The First Lesson: Exodus 3: 1-15 

Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock be-

yond the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. There the angel of 

the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet 

it was not consumed. Then Moses said, “I must turn aside and look at this great sight, and see why 

the bush is not burned up.” When the Lord saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to him 

out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” Then he said, “Come no closer! Re-

move the sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” He said 

further, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Ja-

cob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. 

Then the Lord said, “I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard their 

cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, and I have come down to de-

liver them from the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a 

land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the 

Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. The cry of the Israelites has now come to me; I have also 

seen how the Egyptians oppress them. So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the 

Israelites, out of Egypt.” 

But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites out of 

Egypt?” He said, “I will be with you; and this shall be the sign for you that it is I who sent you: 

when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall worship God on this mountain.” But 

Moses said to God, “If I come to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your ancestors has 

sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to them?” God said to Mo-

ses, “I am who I am.” He said further, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘I am has sent me to 

you.’“ God also said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘The Lord, the God of your 

ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you’: 

      This is my name forever, 

           and this my title for all generations. 

 

The Word of the Lord 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 105: 1-6, 23-26, 45c 

1 Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name; * 

     make known his deeds among the peoples. 

2 Sing to him, sing praises to him, * 

     and speak of all his marvelous works. 

3 Glory in his holy Name; * 

     let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice. 

4 Search for the Lord and his strength; * 

     continually seek his face. 

5 Remember the marvels he has done, * 

     his wonders and the judgments of his mouth, 

6 O offspring of Abraham his servant, * 

     O children of Jacob his chosen. 

23 Israel came into Egypt, * 

     and Jacob became a sojourner in the land of Ham. 

24 The Lord made his people exceedingly fruitful; * 

     he made them stronger than their enemies; 

25 Whose heart he turned, so that they hated his people, * 

     and dealt unjustly with his servants. 

26 He sent Moses his servant, * 

      and Aaron whom he had chosen. 

45 Hallelujah! 
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The Epistle: Romans 12: 9-21 

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with mutual affec-

tion; outdo one another in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. Re-

joice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints; ex-

tend hospitality to strangers. 

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep 

with those who weep. Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate with the 

lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for 

what is noble in the sight of all. If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 

Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written, “Venge-

ance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are 

thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.” 

Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

 

The Word of the Lord 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

(Please stand if you are able.) 
 

Gradual Hymn: “The Church of Christ” #779 in WLP 

(Sing vs. 1-3 before the reading and vs. 4&5 after the reading.) 

** Please see the last page of the Bulletin for the Gradual Hymn ** 

 

Celebrant:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew.  

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The Gospel: Matthew 16: 21-28 

Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the 

hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. And 

Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen 

to you.” But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; 

for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 

Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and 

take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who 

lose their life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but 

forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life? 

“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay eve-

ryone for what has been done. Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste death 

before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 

 

Celebrant:  The Gospel of Christ. 

People:        Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Homily              The Rev. Diane Wong 

 
(Please stand if you are able.) 

The Nicene Creed  

ALL: We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 
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was incarnate of the Holy Spirit 

and the Virgin Mary, 

and became truly human.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 

Prayers of the People – Form VI              p. 392 in BCP 

 

In our prayers today we remember those on our parish prayer list: Emelia Blankson; Nancy 

Brown; Chris Capaldo; Claire & Ralph; Barbara Curro; Gene & Donna Downing; Edith; Carol  

Gallagher; Alex Greenly; Jack; Jessica & Xiong (pron Hong); Jane Lee; Linda; Beth Lis & Family; 

Connie McKinley; Winnie Oliver; Lucy Pachter; Susi Ryan; the Ryan Family; Savannah; Dawn 

Shearer; Pat & Philip Tesorero; Tina; Tristan; Vivien; and Don Webb. 
 

We remember also Military Families and Military Chaplaincies.  

In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer: St. Peter’s Church in Beverly; St. John’s Church in Beverly 

Farms; All Saints Episcopal Church of the North Shore in Danvers; St. John’s Church in Gloucester; 

& Essex County Community Organization (ECCO). 
 

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer: Pray for The Church of the Province of the Indian Ocean. 
 

Remembrances: In loving memory of Mark Gibbs by Frank Foster; of Donald and Anne MacPhail  

by James McKenney; and of John Cahill by Christine Carney. 

 

 

Leader: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 
 

Silence 
 

Leader: For all people in their daily life and work; 

People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.  
 

Leader: For this community, the nation, and the world; We especially pray for our President, Joseph 

Biden, and our governor, Maura Healey. 

People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 

Leader: For the just and proper use of your creation; 

People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
 

Leader: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 

People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
 

Leader: For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 

People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 

 

Leader: For Michael Curry, our Presiding Bishop; for Alan Gates and Carol Gallagher, our Bishops; 

for our priest Diane and our Deacon Dawn, and for all bishops and other ministers; 

People: For all who serve God in his Church. 
 

Leader: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 
 

Silence 
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The People may add their own petitions. 
 

Leader: Hear us, Lord; 

People: For your mercy is great.  
 

Leader: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 

     (Offer our thanksgivings) 
 

Leader: We will exalt you, O God our King; 

People: And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
 

Leader: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 
 

Silence 
 

     (The People may add their own petitions) 
 

Leader: Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 

People: Who put their trust in you. 
 

Leader: We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 
 

Silence may be kept. 
 

Leader and People: 

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 

in your compassion forgive us our sins, 

known and unknown, 

things done and left undone; 

and so uphold us by your Spirit 

that we may live and serve you in newness of life, 

to the honor and glory of your Name; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Absolution 

Celebrant:  Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. 

Amen.  

 

The Peace 

Celebrant:   The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People:        And also with you. 

 

Announcements 

 

LITURGY OF THE TABLE 
 

Offertory Music 

 

Doxology #380, v. 3: (Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise Him all creatures 

here below.  Praise Him above ye heavenly host.  Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

Amen.) 
 

The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer A                                              BCP p. 361 
 (Please stand or kneel as you are able.)  

Celebrant:    The Lord be with you. 

People:          And also with you. 

Celebrant:     Lift up your hearts. 

People:          We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant:     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:          It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

 

Celebrant: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,  

Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth… 
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Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company  

of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

Sanctus:          S125 in 1982 Hymnal 
 

       

       

       
 

       

       
 

the Celebrant continues: Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself,  

and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent  

Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to  

reconcile us to you, the God and Creator of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect  

sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and  

when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat:  

This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,  

"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 

for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

the Celebrant continues: 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of praise and thanks- 

giving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy  

food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this  

holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all  

your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the  

Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and for ever. AMEN. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Celebrant and People: 

And now as our Savior Christ has taught us,  

We are bold to pray: 
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Our Father who art in heaven,  

    hallowed be thy Name,  

    thy kingdom come, 

     thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those  

        who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Fraction     

Celebrant:   Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.  

People:        Therefore let us keep the feast, alleluia.  

 

Fraction Anthem: “Be Known to Us”           #875 in WLP 
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Celebrant: (Communion Invitation) The gifts of God for the people of God.  
 

Communion: (All are welcome at God’s Table. If you prefer to receive a blessing instead of Com-

munion, please stand with your arms crossed. Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are available. 

Please let the clergy know if you need them.)   
 

Communion Hymn: “Humbly I Adore Thee”          #314 in 1982 Hymnal 
 

Communion Prayer for People on Zoom 

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I love you 

above all things, and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 

come at least spiritually into my heart. As though you have already come, I embrace you and 

unite myself entirely to you; never permit me to be separated from you. Amen. 
 

Prayer for the Election of the Presiding Bishop 

Almighty God, source of all wisdom and understanding: Look graciously on your church, and so 

guide the hearts and minds of those who will choose our next presiding bishop, that we may receive 

a faithful pastor who will care for all of your people, equip us for our ministries, and proclaim your 

word to us and to the world, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Post Communion Prayer (Please stand if you are able.) 

All: Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most 

precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy 

mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
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And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as 

faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.  

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.  

Blessing 
 

Recessional Hymn: “Take My Life and Let It Be”      #707 in 1982 Hymnal 
 

Dismissal 
 

Violin Postlude  

 
 
 

********************************************** 
Liturgical Ministers 

 

Lectors: Tirsa Moya & Andrew Nyamekye 
 

Crucifer/LEM: Andrew Nyamekye 
 

Choir: St. John’s Choir  
 

Altar Guild: Cate Barr & Christine Carney 
 

Usher/Greeter: Dorothy Mallam 

********************************************** 
 

 
 

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
 
 

OUR MISSION: We share the good news of God’s love to all who worship with us, through fel-

lowship with our neighbors, and through our service in partnership with the greater community.  
 

OUR VISION: We seek to always grow in our understanding of God’s plan for us as individuals, 

families, and as a Christian community.  Together we will deepen our capacity to serve, to re-

spond to God’s call, and to grow our collective ability to be stewards of God’s gifts.  
 

MUSIC: The music for the day is listed in this booklet. Hymns are found in the 1982 Hymnal 

and LEVAS (Lift Every Voice and Sing). On the hymn board, blue next to the numbers indicates 

the 1982 Hymnal; red indicates LEVAS; and green indicates Wonder Love and Praise – usually 

there is an insert for that. 
 

CHILDREN: Children are welcome in our worship services! Church School is available during 

the 10 a.m. service in the church school room downstairs. 
 

COMMUNION: Everyone is invited to receive Holy Communion. Those not receiving the sac-

rament may come forward with their arms crossed to receive a blessing. Both communion wine & 

juice are offered. We also have gluten-free wafers. If you need one, please let the clergy know 

during the Peace.  
 

BAPTISM: If you desire to be baptized, or have questions about baptism, please see the clergy 

following the worship service. 
 

RESTROOMS: To access the restrooms from the Sanctuary, exit through the door to the left of 

the altar, turn to your right, and go downstairs. Or use the handicap-accessible restroom on the 

same level as the Sanctuary. Just keep walking straight ahead; it is in the Library.   
 

WELCOME TO ALL WHO GATHER FOR WORSHIP TODAY: If you are visiting, please 

sign our guest book. We would love to get to know you a little better. Please join us after the wor-

ship service for refreshments and hospitality. If you would like to know more about this congre-

gation please feel free to speak to the clergy, the Greeters/Ushers, or with any parishioners. In ad-

dition, there is printed material about the congregation at the rear of the Sanctuary.  

 




