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Who was this guy?  
(Matthew 27:57-61, Mark 15:42-47, Luke 23:50-56, John 19:38-42) 

  
 
Why was he important?  
(1 Corinthians 15:1-4, Romans 6:3-4, Isaiah 53:8-9, Philippians 2:6-9) 

What can we live in light of? 
  

 Regarding a strong finish …  

  • A ___________ doesn’t ____________ one.   
 
  
  • A ___________ doesn’t ____________ one.   
  

 Regarding a final score … 

  • Don’t _____________  anyone else  

   including ….  
  
  

For a free audio or video of this message go to gracepointsd.com, 
download our GPC app or follow us on Facebook or Youtube.



This Week’s Discussion Guide

Welcome to our ninth week of our 11 week study and discussion based on our current Sunday 
series at GPC called, “Case For Christ”.  Our last week in this small group season will be the week 
of Sunday, March 26, which is the week before Palm Sunday.  In this series, we are slowly 
unpacking the Gospel of Mark.  Each week we will read and reflect on a passage from Mark’s 
gospel and discuss ways we can apply what we reflect on to our daily lives.

It is our prayer at GPC for our Sundays and small groups to provide the encouragement we all 
need to support each other as we desire to grow closer to God and build friendships as part of our 
vision at GPC to raise up committed Christ followers in a healthy church community.

Getting Started:

Each week, we typically start out with a few lighter questions to get us warmed up :).

As we read and reflected on Mark 15:40-47 last Sunday, we saw that how you start something 
doesn’t necessarily reflect on how you finish something.  Speaking of a strong start and not so 
strong finish, when have you started something with energy and excitement and didn’t finish (if 
you finished at all) without as much emotional momentum?  Can you think of a time when you 
didn’t have a strong start, but you ended up finishing better than you started? 

Like Joseph of Arimathea, as part of the Sanhedrin or ‘ruling council for the Jewish community’, 
there are times we find ourselves in a crowd or gathering where we don’t necessarily share the 
majority opinion. When have you ever been in a setting where you were pretty sure or absolutely 
sure that your opinion was not what most were thinking?   If you were hesitant to make your voice 
heard, what prompted you to hold back your opinion?

Can you think of a time where you chose to speak up and offer an opinion that helped a group 
move in a more positive or productive path?

One of the ‘life lessons’ we see in Scripture is that God doesn’t want us to ‘write off’ or conclude 
that a relationship or an individual that is struggling will not eventually turn in a healthier direction.

Can you think of a relationship or individual that you pretty much thought was over, or would never 
show signs of increased relational or emotional health … and now he or she or the relationship is 
better and healthier than you thought would occur?  If so, what do you think helped he or she or 
the relationship move in a positive direction?

Reviewing and Reflecting on last Sunday’s Passage:

Let’s read the main passage from last Sunday.  (Mark 15:40-47)

After reading this passage and looking back on our notes from Sunday, was there a particular 
thought, verse or comment that caught your attention, encouraged you, challenged you or raised a 
question for you? 



Digging Deeper:

1. The great news we were reminded of from Mark 15:40-47 is that it is never too late to follow 
Jesus.  One of the many examples of this in the Bible is the transformation we read about of Saul 
(the Christian persecutor) becoming the Apostle Paul (the Christ follower and church planter).  

Let’s read his powerful story in Acts 9:1-31 and share what stands out to us from his journey.

Which people and situations in Saul’s conversion story can you relate to?

Trusting that Saul had really changed was no small challenge in this story. 
We can all end up leaning toward one extreme or the other in regard to trusting too quickly or 
being too cautious and critical.  
Which one is your tendency?   Knowing that, what steps toward the middle can you work on?

How can the following verses help us know how to engage others in a ‘hope-filled way’ and 
balance the two extremes?

Philippians 1:6, Matthew 18:21-22, Proverbs 14:7-9

2. One of the letters the Apostle Paul wrote to encourage the Christ followers in the first 
century and us today is the Book of Romans.   In Romans 6, Paul references Jesus death, burial 
and resurrection.   As was shared last Sunday, Paul shares some insights not just about Jesus’ 
death and resurrection, but his burial too.   

Let’s read Romans 6:1-14 and share some insights related to how Jesus’ death, burial and 
resurrection can help us understand more about our salvation and steps to spiritual maturity.

The word ‘baptize’ in the Bible, literally means to be ‘brought into’.  
When we are baptized in water as a symbol of our faith in Jesus, we are ‘brought into’ and then 
out of … the water.  

The baptism Paul is referring to in Romans 6 is being ‘brought into’ the family of God when we 
accepted Jesus as our Lord and Savior.   

Other passages about being ‘baptized into Christ’ include Galatians 3:27-28, Colossians 2:12, and 
1 Corinthians 12:12-13 

For those who have been baptized by water after you chose to become a Jesus follower, what 
was your baptism like?   How did that experience help symbolize your faith in Jesus?

We will be planning our next baptism service a few weeks after Easter if you are interested :).

Wrapping Up:

What is an application from what we read or discussed together that you would like to practice in 
the coming days?  Is there anything that came up from this week’s sermon or discussion that you 
would like prayer for?   Is there anything else that you would like to express prayer for?


