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The Ransom Jesus Paid:  
(Mark 15:16-39, Matthew 27:27-54, Luke 23:26-48, John 19:16-37) 

  

The Reason For the Crucifixion: 
(Mark 10:43-45, Romans 3:23-24; 5:12; 6:23) 
 
  

 • God’s heart and … 
  (Hebrews 12:28-29, 1 Timothy 6:15-16, Exodus 33:18-20) 
 
  • God’s answer for sin:  
  (Isaiah 53:5-6, 1 Peter 2:24, 1 Peter 3:18) 

Our Response To Others: 
  
 • Don’t R …  
  (1 Peter 2:21-23) 

 
  • Always R …    
  (Romans 12:14-21) 

For a free audio or video of this message go to gracepointsd.com, 
download our GPC app or follow us on Facebook or Youtube.



This Week’s Discussion Guide

Welcome to our seventh week of our 11 week study and discussion based on our current Sunday 
series at GPC called, “Case For Christ”.  Our last week in this small group season will be the week 
of Sunday, March 26, which is the week before Palm Sunday.  In this series, we are slowly 
unpacking the Gospel of Mark.  Each week we will read and reflect on a passage from Mark’s 
gospel and discuss ways we can apply what we reflect on to our daily lives.

It is our prayer at GPC for our Sundays and small groups to provide the encouragement we all 
need to support each other as we desire to grow closer to God and build friendships as part of our 
vision at GPC to raise up committed Christ followers in a healthy church community.

Getting Started:

Each week, we typically start out with a few lighter questions to get us warmed up :).

As we studied Mark 15:21, one of the bystanders was told to carry part of Jesus’ cross that he was 
no longer able to carry.  Earlier in Jesus’ ministry (Matthew 5:41), Jesus taught his followers that if 
anyone compels them to go one mile, they are encouraged to go two.  

Speaking of “going the second mile”, can you think of a time where you were asked to do 
something and you chose to do more than what was expected?   If so, what motivated you to do 
more than was asked?  What was the response of the one who made the initial request?

Why do you think Jesus encouraged his early followers that if a Roman soldier compelled them to 
carry their armor or something else one mile, they should carry what is asked a little longer?

If the roman soldier would have asked, “Why are you willing to carry my armor longer than what is 
required of you?”  What might the soldier have heard as a response?

In Mark 15, during Jesus’ crucifixion, we read how he was ridiculed and mocked.  
We have all had harsh and/or inappropriate words spoken to us or about us.   

How have you been able to not let those words and labels sink too far into your soul?   

One of the truths from last Sunday was the importance of Jesus being our substitute.

Speaking of substitutes, when were you asked to be a substitute or … when have you needed a 
someone to assist you or be a substitute for you?  What was that experience like?   
Are you one who is hesitant to ask for assistance when needed?  Why or why not?

Reviewing and Reflecting on last Sunday’s Passage:

Let’s read the main passage from last Sunday.  (Mark 15:16-39)

After reading this passage and looking back on our notes from Sunday, was there a particular 
thought, verse or comment that caught your attention, encouraged you, challenged you or raised a 
question for you? 



Digging Deeper:

1. Jesus’ response to the suffering He endured serves as an example in our own lives. 

How can the following passages encourage us when it comes to following 
Jesus’ example:

Hebrews 4:14-16
2 Corinthians 1:3-7

2. Last Sunday’s focus was on why Jesus’ death was essential for us. In other passages like 
Luke 19:10, the Bible tells us Jesus came to “seek and to save the lost”.  

It is only people who understand that they are lost who realize they need a Savior.  

In Luke 15, Jesus tells us three parables that all deal with the theme of “lostness”.  

Let’s read this chapter and discuss the following questions:

- What similar elements do you see in all three parables?

- What elements are different in the third parable compared to the first two?

- What do these parables teach us about spiritually lost people and God’s attitude 
toward them?

- What insights does Matthew 9:35-38 and 2 Peter 3:9 add to our understanding of 
God’s attitude toward spiritually lost people?

3. We heard last Sunday about the seriousness of sin and how Jesus chose to be our 
sacrificial substitute. 

The more we understand the depth of our sin, the more we can appreciate what Christ did 
for us.

How do the following passages give us a greater appreciation for Jesus’ work on the cross?

Hebrews 9:27-28, 1 Peter 1:18-19, Galatians 3:13-14, Isaiah 53:1-6, Galatians 2:19-20

Wrapping Up:

What is an application from what we read or discussed together that you would like to practice in 
the coming days?  Is there anything that came up from this week’s sermon or discussion that you 
would like prayer for?   Is there anything else that you would like to express prayer for?


