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Pilate’s Focus was …   
(Mark 15:1-5, John 18:35-36, Luke 23:1-2,5; Romans 8:1, 34) 

 • Primary influence was … 
  

 

The People’s Focus was …  
(Mark 15:6-14) 
  

 • Primary influence was … 

 
Jesus’ Focus was … 
(Mark 15:15) 

 • Primary influence was … 
  (1 John 4:9-11) 

For a free audio or video of this message go to gracepointsd.com, 
download our GPC app or follow us on Facebook or Youtube.



This Week’s Discussion Guide

Welcome to our sixth week of our 11 week study and discussion based on our current Sunday 
series at GPC called, “Case For Christ”.  Our last week in this small group season will be the week 
of Sunday, March 26, which is the week before Palm Sunday.  In this series, we are slowly 
unpacking the Gospel of Mark.  Each week we will read and reflect on a passage from Mark’s 
gospel and discuss ways we can apply what we reflect on to our daily lives.

It is our prayer at GPC for our Sundays and small groups to provide the encouragement we all 
need to support each other as we desire to grow closer to God and build friendships as part of our 
vision at GPC to raise up committed Christ followers in a healthy church community.

Getting Started:

Each week, we typically start out with a few lighter questions to get us warmed up :).
As we studied Mark 15, Pilate’s desire was to ‘keep the peace’ with the Jews.  
Sometimes for the sake of a healthy relationship, ‘keeping the peace’ is not the best option.

Can you think of an example in history or in someone else’s life where being passive (keeping the 
peace) led to a more negative result … or choosing to confront or engage in a conflict actually led 
to a more positive outcome?

Can you think of a time where you chose to ‘rock the boat a bit’ in a group or situation or 
relationship … and looking back, you are glad you did?

In Mark 15, we also saw how the Jewish crowd was influenced by the ‘power people’ or ‘cultural 
icons’ of their day.  Speaking of cultural influencers, who are a few influencers (for good or not so 
good) in the world today?  Why do people listen to them and be influenced by them?

Can you think of a time where you were overly influenced by the ‘cultural icons’ of the day or a 
crowd of people to make a decision? 

If you had it to do over again, what decisions would you have done different?

In Mark 15 we saw how Jesus chose to be handed over to be crucified because of his love.

Speaking of loving others, can you think of an example of what you have said or done to someone 
because of your love for them?  

How has someone loved you personally and practically that you remember and appreciate? 

Reviewing and Reflecting on last Sunday’s Passage:

Let’s read the main passage from last Sunday.  (Mark 15:1-15)

After reading this passage and looking back on our notes from Sunday, was there a particular 
thought, verse or comment that caught your attention, encouraged you, challenged you or raised a 
question for you? 



Digging Deeper:

1. In Mark 15, we saw how Pilate knew Jesus was innocent but convicted him anyway and 
released Barabbas because he wanted to ‘satisfy the crowd’ (Mark 15:15).  

Let’s read the following Proverbs and share how they describe people being influenced by 
others.

Proverbs 12:26 
Proverbs 13:20
Proverbs 15:22
Proverbs 17:17 
Proverbs 18:24
Proverbs 22:24-25
Proverbs 27:6 
Proverbs 27:17

How might God use wise people to help us make decisions?

2. In Mark 15, we saw that Pilate was influenced by negative peer pressure.  Conversely, we 
can also be influenced positively by peer pressure.  

God wants us to remain in community to have friends in our lives that help us along the 
way.

Let’s share some insights related to healthy community as we read Ecclesiastes 4:9-12.

Can you think of a time when you have influenced someone else (positive or negative)?

Is there anything you can learn from that experience?

3. The last truth highlighted from last Sunday was how Jesus’ primary influence for enduring 
the cross was love.  

One of the classic verses that remind us of God’s love for us is John 3:16.

Let’s read John 3:1-21 which is the context of that verse and share some insights related to 
how God loves us and how we can love others.    

Wrapping Up:

What is an application from what we read or discussed together that you would like to practice in 
the coming days?  Is there anything that came up from this week’s sermon or discussion that you 
would like prayer for?   Is there anything else that you would like to express prayer for?


