
Peter On Trial 
“Case For Christ”, part 49, Insights from Mark 14:43-65 

Pastor Bob Johnson, February 12th, 2023, GPC 

The Context: (Mark 14:46-54) 
 
The Courtyard:   (Mark 14:66-72) 
  

The Charges: (toward Peter and us) 

 1. Our C ____________ (Mark 14:67) 
  (Matthew 5:14-16, Romans 12:2) 

 2. Our C ____________ (Mark 14:69) 
   (1 Corinthians 12:18, 27) 

 3. Our C ____________ (Mark 14:70) 
  (James 3:2) 

Why To Watch My Words:  (James 3:3-12) 

 • my words D ___________ where I go 
  (James 3:3-4) 

 • my words D ___________ what I have  
  (James 3:5-8) 

 • my words D ___________ who I am 
  (James 3:9-12, Matthew 12:34, Galatians 5:17, James 3:13-16) 

For a free audio or video of this message go to gracepointsd.com, 
download our GPC app or follow us on Facebook or Youtube.



This Week’s Discussion Guide

Welcome to our fifth week of our 11 week study and discussion based on our current Sunday 
series at GPC called, “Case For Christ”.  Our last week in this small group season will be the week 
of Sunday, March 26, which is the week before Palm Sunday.  In this series, we are slowly 
unpacking the Gospel of Mark.  Each week we will read and reflect on a passage from Mark’s 
gospel and discuss ways we can apply what we reflect on to our daily lives.

It is our prayer at GPC for our Sundays and small groups to provide the encouragement we all 
need to support each other as we desire to grow closer to God and build friendships as part of our 
vision at GPC to raise up committed Christ followers in a healthy church community.

Getting Started:

Each week, we typically start out with a few lighter questions to get us warmed up :).

As we studied Mark 14:66-72 and James 3:3-12 last Sunday, one of the emphases was the power 
of our words.  Speaking of words … what is a speech or recitation that you had to prepare for and 
present?  Some enjoy public speaking, most not so much!  How was that for you?

Back in the early days, were you ever in a play or performance?  
If so, what part did you play?  Did you enjoy it … or not so much?

In Mark 14, after Peter denied Jesus the first time, the rooster crowed.  As was shared on Sunday, 
that could have been an opportunity to remember what Jesus said about him denying him three 
times before the rooster crowed twice.  Can you think of a time where you were warned about 
something and you heeded the warning?
Looking back, what could have happened if you didn’t pay attention to the warning?

Can you think of a time where you were warned somehow about something and you didn’t pay 
attention or remember the warning and later regretted it?  

Can you think of a time that you shared a concern with someone you cared about?
How did it go?  Did they end up avoiding what you were concerned about or not?

In James 3:3-4, we read how our words direct where we go just as a bridle in horse’s mouth and a 
rudder under a boat.  Speaking of horses and boats, do you have a horse and/or boat memory?
Is it a pleasant one … or not so much?

If you had a choice to go on a horse ride or boat ride … which one would you choose?

Reviewing and Reflecting on last Sunday’s Passage:

Let’s read the main passage from last Sunday.  (Mark 14:66-72)

After reading this passage and looking back on our notes from Sunday, was there a particular 
thought, verse or comment that caught your attention, encouraged you, challenged you or raised a 
question for you? 



Digging Deeper:

1. In Mark 14, we read how Peter denied Jesus repeatedly and in v72 how afterward,  
he ‘broke down and wept’.  

What do you think accounts for Peter’s failure to carry out his early declaration (Mark 14:29) that 
even though everyone else falls away, he wouldn’t?

Romans 3:23 reminds us that we all fall short.  
What should our response be when we find ourselves unfaithful to Christ?  

Should we ‘break down and weep’ like Peter did, or choose another response?

2. Let’s read James 3:3-12 which was a key passage from last Sunday.  
What are some insights that we can share with one another?

One of the ways our words our powerful is how they reveal what is in our heart.  

Let’s read Matthew 12:34 and Luke 6:45.  

When have you seen how what was in your heart fueled what you and others heard from your 
mouth?

3. Let’s read James 3:13-18 which highlights what helps and hurts our relationships.

What are some insights that we can share with one another?

Let’s read the following verses and share what they have to say about our words and how we can 
build healthier relationships … and let them prompt further discussion regarding our words.  

From the Book of Proverbs:
Proverbs 12:15, Proverbs 13:3, Proverbs 12:18, Proverbs 12:22-23, Proverbs 14:29, 
Proverbs 15:4, Proverbs 17:9, Proverbs 18:21, Proverbs 20:3, Proverbs 26:18-19, Proverbs 27:5, 

From other parts the Bible:
1 Corinthians 13:6, Ephesians 4:15, 2 Timothy 2:23, Psalm 141:3, Psalm 19:14

Wrapping Up:

What is an application from what we read or discussed together that you would like to practice in 
the coming days?  Is there anything that came up from this week’s sermon or discussion that you 
would like prayer for?   Is there anything else that you would like to express prayer for?


