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“Case For Christ”, part 46, Insights from Mark 14:12-31 

Pastor Bob Johnson, January 22nd, 2023, GPC 

The Gathering in Context:  (Exodus 12:1-27) 

Four Principles to Practice in 2023: 
 1. Regarding Traditions, be … 
  (Luke 24:25-27) 

 2. Regarding Temptations, be … 
  (1 Corinthians 10:12-13) 

 3. Regarding Sins, be … 
  (James 3:2, Romans 8:1, Hebrews 4:16) 

 4. Regarding Jesus, be …  
  (Revelation 3:15-16) 

For a free audio or video of this message go to gracepointsd.com, 
download our GPC app or follow us on Facebook or Youtube.



This Week’s Discussion Guide

Welcome to our second week of our 11 week study and discussion based on our current Sunday 
series at GPC called, “Case For Christ”.  Our last week in this small group season will be the week 
of Sunday March 26 which is the week before Palm Sunday. 
 
In this series, we are slowly unpacking the Gospel of Mark.  Each week we will read and reflect on 
a passage from Mark’s gospel and discuss ways we can apply what we reflect on to our daily 
lives.

It is our prayer at GPC for our Sundays and small groups to provide the encouragement we all 
need to support each other as we desire to grow closer to God and build friendships as part of our 
vision at GPC to raise up committed Christ followers in a healthy church community.

Getting Started:

Each week, we typically start out with a few lighter questions to get us warmed up :).

In Mark 14:12-31, we read and reflected on the Passover or Seder Dinner that was celebrated 
annually among the Jewish people.   Speaking of social gatherings, what is one past ‘special 
occasion’ where food was involved that brings back positive memories?

While still thinking about food, what might be a meal that you would like to learn to cook … 
or one of your favorites that you already know how to cook?

In preparation for the Passover Dinner, each Jewish family took care of a lamb for 5 days before 
the dinner. Speaking of ‘animals in the house’, did you grow up with any pets?  
If so, what was one of your favorites?  Which one required the most work?

The Passover Dinner was a tradition that the children in Jewish homes grew up experiencing.
Speaking of family traditions, what is a special tradition, celebration or holiday that you enjoyed 
when you were growing up?  What made it meaningful or special? 

The Passover Dinner that Jesus and the Disciples shared together had to be done in secret 
because of the growing tension between the religious leaders and Jesus.  

Speaking of a ‘secret gathering’, when was there a time that you chose to ‘keep a secret’ 
regarding a celebration or event?  

How did you do?  When the event finally arrived, was it still a secret?

Reviewing and Reflecting on last Sunday’s Passage:

Let’s read the main passage from last Sunday.  (Mark 14:12-31)

After reading this passage and looking back on our notes from Sunday, was there a particular 
thought, verse or comment that caught your attention, challenged you or raised a question for 
you? 



Digging Deeper:

1. From the passage in Mark 14, we read that Jesus initiated the first communion knowing 
Judas would betray Him (if he didn’t choose to repent), the disciples would desert Him and the 
Peter would deny Him (if they chose to be gripped in their fear).  

In John 13:1-17, we see the events leading up to the Passover meal (first Communion).  
What choices and actions can we see Jesus making in response to the knowledge that He is 
about to be betrayed and abandoned by those closest to Him?

If you had been sitting around the table with the disciples, what do you think your response would 
have been to what you just witnessed?

How might this passage give us insight into what Jesus thinks about us?

2. As Christ followers, we participate in Communion to help us remember Jesus’ sacrifice. 
Paul gives the church in Corinth more detailed instructions for taking Communion, including some 
important things to keep in mind during this time of remembrance.  

Let’s read 1 Corinthians 11:23-29 and share some of our observations.

In v28, we see that God’s judgment is one reason Paul instructs us to examine ourselves.
What do you think of when you hear the term “self-examination”?

Since we all respond in different ways, is self-examination something that comes easily to you 
or is it more of a struggle?

Is there a way that ‘self-examination’ would be unhealthy? 
How might self-examination grow someone’s appreciation for the gift of God’s grace and mercy?

3. Taking Communion is about remembering what Jesus accomplished through His death on 
the cross and His resurrection.  It is through this sacrifice that God’s grace and mercy are made 
available to us.  After reading through the verses below, what else is available to us because of 
His sacrifice?

Ephesians 1:7, Ephesians 2:18, Colossians 1:13-14, Romans 5:1

Which one of these is most encouraging to you?  Which one are you most likely to forget?

As you think about what it cost Jesus to make these benefits available to us, let’s take a moment 
to thank Him for paying the price.

Wrapping Up:

What is an application from what we read or discussed together that you would like to practice in 
the coming days?  Is there anything that came up from this week’s sermon or discussion that you 
would like prayer for?   
Is there anything else on your heart that you would like to express prayer for?


