
Bible Study Guide: Week of 1-23-2023 

1. Read through the passage below   

2. Read my notes and commentary  

3. Read the questions at the end and ponder or discuss with others   

Pastor Andrew 

Matthew 5:1-12 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and 

taught them, saying: 

3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be 

comforted. 5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they 

will be filled. 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 9“Blessed 

are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for 

theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you 

falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who 

were before you. 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. 2Then he began to 

speak, and taught them, saying: 

Jesus’ ministry has just begun at this point in Matthew’s gospel. He has just called his first disciples and has begun his ministry with 

miracles of healing. Here the crowds that have followed him to see his miraculous deeds converge and Jesus takes this as an 

opportunity to begin his ministry with this teaching. These sayings that follow are often called “the Beatitudes.” The term beatitude is 

a Latin translation of the Greek adjective makarios, meaning blessed, happy, fortunate, lucky, or worthy of envy. In this section of the 

Sermon on the Mount Jesus lifts up some folks whom the world would regard as pitiable or unfortunate and says that in God’s 

kingdom they are blessed and enviable. His teaching on the mountain echoes Moses’s ministry to the people of Israel on Mt. Sinai. 

Just as parallels between Jesus and Moses featured prominently in the earlier chapters of Matthew (i.e. the escape to and from Egypt, 

the passing through the water, the testing in the wilderness, etc.), so here Jesus embodies the role of one even greater than Moses. He 

sits and teaches with authority. 

3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

In contrast to Luke’s “Sermon on the Plain” in which Jesus says simply “blessed are the poor,” here Matthew adds the phrase “in 

spirit.” Though this does not exclude those who are monetarily poor, the phrase “poor in spirit” refers to people whom the world might 

view as at the end of their rope or otherwise worn down and cast aside. In God’s heavenly kingdom folks that the world view as 

pathetic and useless are those whom God values and entrusts with the kingdom. 

4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.  

Opportunities for mourning would have been plentiful in Jesus’ day. From a high infant mortality rate and low life expectancy to 

Roman occupation and rampant famine and disease, it would have been a literally mournful age in which to live. For Matthew’s 

original audience, persecution may have been an occasional or even ever-present danger. Here Jesus lifts up those who mourn as the 

inheritors of comfort and conciliation in the kingdom of heaven. 

5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.  

Meekness is a term that often has a negative connotation. We might use the word “gentle” instead of meek. Even then, often the 

economies and kingdoms of this world encourage cut-throat tactics in order to seize control. Here, the promise stands that those who 

are gentle and don’t seek their own advantage (i.e. those who are living in accordance with Jesus’ will and was) are those who will 

actually inherit all that is. 



6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.  

As with v.3, Matthew adds to the saying in Luke. Instead of “blessed are those who hunger and thirst,” here he adds “for 

righteousness.” Again, one does not preclude the other—the literally hungry and thirsty indeed also hunger and thirst for 

righteousness. How is this so? The Greek word for “righteousness” here—dikaiosune—means both righteousness and justice. In 

English we tend to separate these meanings and these words, but both refer to doing what is right and proper. Therefore, the hungry 

and thirsty also long for justice—that is, they want whatever system or issue keeps them hungry and thirsty to be changed in order that 

they might get what they need to live. The promise is that God will provide what is right and just for all the world, as difficult as that 

is to define and imagine. 

7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.  

This beatitude goes hand in hand with the blessing of the meek. Mercy is often regarded as worthless in a cut-throat world and culture. 

Yet it is mercy that is the currency of the kingdom of God and what goes around indeed will come around. 

8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.  

The pure in heart are those who trust in God alone and devote themselves to God in spite of all that seeks to distract and divide that 

trust and loyalty. 

9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.  

The Roman emperors loved to refer to themselves as both peacemakers and sons of God. Remember, for example, the famous pax 

Romana or Roman Peace. Remember also the shocking good news of a newborn king of the Jews named Jesus—the Son of God in 

contrast to Emperor Augustus, who loved to use the title son of God for himself. Here Jesus urges the Christian community to own and 

embrace the activity of making peace and to live into their identity as true children of God. What this means in practice varies from 

time to time and place to place, but this activity of reconciliation and relationship is vital to the Christian community. 

10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

As I said above the term here can mean righteousness and justice. This phrase reads a little differently if we read it as, “Blessed are 

those who are persecuted for the sake of justice, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” Notice that the promise given here is the same as 

in v.3 above: “theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” It seems there is an intimate connection then between those who are poor in spirit and 

those who are persecuted for the sake of justice. Both groups would be people likely on their last leg, seemingly about to be 

obliterated, yet in God’s kingdom and God’s economy, both are the true heirs of the kingdom. 

11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my 

account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were 

before you. 

Expanding upon the verse above, Jesus makes it clear that those who endure hardships for the sake of the kingdom of heaven are kin 

to the faithful prophets of old who endured great hardships in an effort to reconcile the people to God. 

 

Discussion/Reflection Questions: 

1. Why do you think Jesus gave this speech on a mountain? 

2. Look at each beatitude above. In what way(s) did Jesus embody these ideals in his own ministry and life? 

3. Does the word “righteousness” mean something different to you than the word “justice?” Though they are the same 

word in Greek, how do are they different from one another in your mind? How are they the same? 


