
Bible Study Guide for the week of January 16-22, 2023 

 

1. Read through the gospel reading 

2. Read the notes and comments 

3. Read and answer the questions at the end 

Matthew 4: 12-23 

12 Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. 13 He left 

Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 

14 so that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 

 

15 “Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali,  

on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—  

16 the people who sat in darkness  

have seen a great light,  

and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death  

light has dawned.” 

 

17 From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 

18 As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and 

Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 19 And he said to them, 

“Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.” 20 Immediately they left their nets and 

followed him. 21 As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and 

his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. 22 

Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed him. 

23 Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the good news 

of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the people. 

 

12 Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. 

As we’ve heard over the past couple of weeks, we’ve heard how Jesus journey has taken him all 

over the place. From Mary and Joseph’s travel from Nazareth to Bethlehem, where Jesus is born, 

from there to Egypt to escape Herod, and then back again to Galilee when Herod dies. Now as 

Jesus starts his ministry, he is stirred to leave Nazareth when he hears about the arrest of John. 

This time before Jesus starts his ministry, John is paving the way for Jesus’ ministry. Here we 

see the Gospel text come to fruition where John has indeed done his ministry in preparing those 

for Jesus ministry and thus his sacrifice.  



17 From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come 

near.” 

Here we see how Jesus is repeating the words that John the Baptist proclaimed beforehand. We 

see the connection between Jesus and John more clearly with this repetition of the message from 

God. However, we also see that Jesus is telling those who are listening that the kingdom of God 

isn’t far away or thousands of years from then. Jesus is telling those, and us, that the kingdom of 

God has been brought to us through Jesus. Jesus is pointing people to him so that we may be able 

to join into the kingdom of heaven that is here on earth through his life, death, and resurrection. 

If this is the message Christ is proclaiming to those in a time where Roman rule is wearing on 

those of Israel and beyond, we can see a glimpse of the hope and faith Christ proclaimed to them. 

As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and 

Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 19 And he said to 

them, “Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.” 20 Immediately they left their nets 

and followed him. 

Here we can see how Christ called the first disciples into his ministry. But look at how he does it. 

Christ sees Peter and Andrew as fishermen. Christ doesn’t immediately say “You’re not a great 

fisherman and you shouldn’t be a fisherman.” Christ acknowledges Peter and Andrew’s gifts of 

providing food to people. Now Jesus tells them that they can provide something more than 

nourishing than food to people? That sounds like something to drop their nets over an follow 

Christ. While it’s hard to do that today, we can still find ways to respond to Jesus call and show 

others the kingdom of heaven that has drawn near to all of us.  

 

Discussion Questions 

1. Have you ever helped smooth the way for someone else or had someone help you by 

smoothing your journey? Recall that story and its impact on you. How did you 

share that impact with others? 

 

2. Where do you see how God’s kingdom of heaven is close to you in your life outside 

of church? Does it help grow your faith or challenge it? 

 

3. Reflect on the gifts that you have. How did you use them this past week? How could 

you use them to act in Christ’s love and grace to others? 

 


