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Icebreaker

If you could instantly be a pro at one thing that nobody here knows you’re interested in, what would it be?

Daily Devotions

Day 1: Explore It
Read 2 Corinthians 10:1-18.

1. According to verses 1 and 10, what specific accusations were being made against Paul regarding his
personal presence versus the tone of his letters?

2. Inverse 4, what does Paul say about the "weapons of our warfare,” and what is their primary purpose?
3. According to verse 5, what three things are being destroyed or taken captive in this spiritual conflict?
4. Inverse 12, how does Paul describe those who "measure themselves by themselves"?

5. According to verse 8, for what specific purpose did the Lord give Paul his authority?

6. Based on verse 18, whose commendation ultimately determines if a person is “approved”?
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Day 2 — Today’s Theme: Winning the Battle in Your Mind

Read 2 Corinthians 10:1-6.

We've all seen movies where aliens invade Earth. At first, the humans fight back with normal weapons, but nothing
works. In Transformers, bullets just bounce off the Decepticons like pebbles. It becomes clear pretty quickly that
human strength is not enough for that kind of battle. But later in the story, people study the alien technology and
develop weapons that can actually do damage. That is the difference between fighting with ordinary power and
fighting with something greater.

In the Bible, the Apostle Paul says we are in a real-life war, but it's not against aliens or robots. It's a spiritual war.

Paul admits that even though he’s a regular human (walking "in the flesh"), he doesn’t fight his battles with human
methods. You can't win a spiritual fight using carnal or worldly weapons.

Today, those weapons often look like manipulation, using pressure or deception to get your way; social clout, using
influence or popularity to overpower other people; and human logic, trusting your own thinking as though you are
smart enough to solve every problem without any help from God.

Instead, God gives us weapons that have divine power. Their purpose is to tear down fortresses. In your life, a fortress
is not a stone castle. Paul describes it as the strongholds built in the mind and heart: speculations, those constant
“what if” thoughts that feed anxiety, and lofty things, the proud ideas that convince you that you do not really need
God.

The goal of this mission is to "take every thought captive.” Imagine arresting a thought the moment it enters your head
and asking, "Does this line up with what Jesus says?" If it doesn't, you shut it down.

Paul’s point is simple: You wouldn’t bring a water balloon to a tank fight. Don't try to handle your deepest struggles
with shallow, worldly tactics. Use the power God provides to win the battle where it starts, in your mind.

7. What is one "old weapon" (like losing your temper, lying, or ghosting people) that you’ve realized doesn't
actually fix your problems?

8. Paul talks about "fortresses” in our minds. For a student today, what does a "lofty thing" or a "speculation”
look like?

9. Paul says to take every thought captive. If you could literally arrest one recurring negative thought this
week and put it in a cell, which one would it be?
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Day 3 — Today’s Theme: Looking Beneath the Surface

Read 2 Corinthians 10:7-11.

Back in elementary school, my friend found two "diamond" rings in a field. | asked for one. He looked at them both and
decided to keep the huge, flashy one and gave me the small, plain one. We both thought he got the better deal, until
another student stepped in.

It turned out the “giant diamond” was just a plastic toy from a 25-cent vending machine. The small, boring-looking
ring was the real diamond. The moment my friend realized the smaller one had the actual value, he grabbed it back.

That is a lot like the way people often judge others in middle school and high school. We tend to look at the brands
someone wears, how many followers they have, or how loud and impressive their personality seems. But those things
are only surface level. They may stand out, but they do not tell you what someone is really worth.

That is why people say not to judge a book by its cover. A plain cover can hide an incredible story, while a flashy cover
can cover up a complete mess. In the same way, someone who does not look impressive on the outside may have real
character, depth and value, while someone who gets all the attention may not be nearly as solid as they appear.

The Apostle Paul dealt with this exact issue. People in the city of Corinth were judging him based on his "vibe" rather
than his heart. His critics basically said:

"Paul’s letters sound tough and powerful, but when you meet him in person, he’s unimpressive and a
weak speaker."

They were calling him two-faced, acting tough over email (or letters) but shrinking back in person. They thought
because he didn't look like a super-leader, he didn't have any real authority.

Paul’s response was simple: Stop looking at the surface. He reminded them that his authority didn't come from a flashy
suit or a loud voice; it came from God. He wasn't there to flex his power to look cool; he was there to build people up.
He warned his critics that when he showed up in person, his actions would be just as powerful as his words. He was a
“real diamond," even if he didn't look like the "plastic” leaders they were used to.

10. In the story, the big “diamond” was actually cheap plastic. In your world (school, sports, social media),
what is something that looks big and impressive but is actually pretty shallow or fake?

11. Paul didn't have a polished or charismatic personality, so people thought he wasn't a leader. Have you
ever met someone who didn't seem cool at first, but once they started talking, you realized they were
actually the smartest or strongest person in the room?

12. If we stopped judging people by their "outer shell” (clothes, looks, popularity), how would our school or
our youth group look different by next week?

13. This week, look for one "real diamond," a person who is usually ignored or judged by their appearance.
What is one way you can show them that you see their actual value?
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Day 4 — Today’s Theme: Gospel Advancing

Read 2 Corinthians 10:12-16.

Are you a Gospel Advancing student? If you have placed your trust in Jesus as your Savior and Lord, then you are not
to keep this great news to yourself, but you are to share it with anyone and everyone.

We see students doing this every day in ordinary but powerful ways. Advancing the gospel is not just something that
happens from a stage. It happens in the one-on-one conversation, when a student sits across from a friend at lunch
and talks honestly about Jesus. It happens in the classroom, when a student thoughtfully shares their perspective on
God during a meaningful discussion. It happens in the invite, when a student uses their campus ministry or club to
open the door for others to come to an outreach event or simply invites a friend to youth group on Wednesday night.

The Apostle Paul had a specific goal for the church in Corinth. He hoped that as their faith grew stronger, the Gospel
would naturally spread way beyond their city.

It should work the same way for us. As you grow deeper in your walk with Jesus, your faith shouldn’t just stay inside
you, it should overflow. Think of it like a cup being filled under a faucet: eventually, the water has to go somewhere.
Your influence and the message of Jesus should naturally spill over into the lives of the people around you.

14. If your faith is like a cup under a faucet, what are the things in your life that "fill your cup” (prayer, worship,
hanging with Christian friends)? What are the things that keep your cup from filling and prevent your faith
from overflowing to others?

15. Does sharing your faith feel more like an "overflow" (natural and easy) or a "chore" (something you feel
forced to do)? Why do you think it feels that way?

16. Out of the three methods mentioned, The 1-on-1, The Classroom, or The Big Invite, which one feels the

most natural for your personality? Which one feels the scariest?

17. What is the Gospel? Who is one person God is calling you to share the Gospel with this week?
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Day 5 — Today’s Theme: Shifting the Spotlight

Read 2 Corinthians 10:17-18.

Think about what you’re naturally good at. Maybe you're the student who aces every exam without breaking a sweat,
or perhaps you're the athlete everyone counts on in the final minutes of a game. You might be the person who can
pick up any instrument and play it or the artist whose sketches actually look like they’re coming to life.

It's easy to feel proud of those skills, but here’s a perspective shift: Every talent or ability we have is a gift from God.
When we realize that, it changes how we view our success. We aren’t the self-made owners of our talent; we're the
managers of a gift we were given.

Even the Apostle Paul, who played a major role in spreading the message of Jesus beyond Corinth and across the
ancient world, refused to take the win for himself. He knew that any growth or success wasn't because of his own
"hustle," but because of God’s power.

Instead of bragging about our own stats or GPA, we're called to "boast" about what God is doing through us.

Imagine a young pianist performing a difficult masterpiece at a world-famous concert hall. As they play the final note,
the entire room erupts into a standing ovation. People are cheering, whistling, and clapping.

But the pianist isn't looking at the crowd. He's searching the balcony for one specific person: his teacher. To him, the
roar of the crowd didn't matter. He only cared if the person who taught him, the one who truly understood the music,
was pleased. In the same way, we shouldn’t live for the "likes" or the approval of everyone around us. At the end of the
day, the only applause that truly matters is God’s.

18. Why do you think it is so hard for us to admit that our talents are gifts rather than things we "earned" all
by ourselves?

19. If you knew for a fact that God was the only one watching your performance (or your test or your practice),
would you do anything differently?

20. How can we "boast about what God is doing" without sounding fake or like we’'re bragging in a religious
way? What does that look like in a real conversation with friends?

This study was written by Pastor Mario Arindaeng, based on the adult study by the VBC pastoral team.
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