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What is the worst storm you’ve ever experienced? Do you remember having to do anything to prepare for it?

Read Daniel 8:1–27. 

 

Severe 
Weather 
Warning  

Lesson 9 

 



 

2 of 6 
  

1. Where did Daniel say he was in this vision? 

 

 

 

2. What creatures does Daniel describe seeing in this vision? How does he describe them? 

 

 

 

3. What do these creatures do? 

 

 

 

4. According to the interpretation Gabriel gives Daniel in verses 19–21, which kingdoms do these creatures 
represent? 

 

 

 

 

5. What is ultimately going to happen to the “small horn” in this interpretation? (v. 25) 

 

6. How does Daniel respond to this vision?
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Key Verse: Daniel 8:19 

“Behold, I will make known to you what shall be at the latter end of the indignation, for it refers to the appointed time 
of the end.” 

Let’s be honest, this is a pretty wild chapter. What are we supposed to make of raging rams and flying goats, not to 
mention strange references to horns that grow horns. This is pretty confusing stuff, and if you’re having a hard time 
wrapping your head around it, welcome to the party! Even Daniel didn’t understand what to make of all this and He 
was the dream interpreter!  

Thankfully the angel Gabriel gives us a bit of an explanation. He says that all of this has to do with “the latter end of 
the indignation.” Ok, wait. I thought this was supposed to help us understand. What does “latter end of the indignation” 
even mean?  

Well, indignation is a sense of anger or frustration. In this case, it’s God’s anger being poured out on Israel for their 
sinful rebellion against Him. At this point, they have been “in trouble” for somewhere around 50 years. 

Now Daniel has this vision that Gabriel tells him refers to the latter end of the indignation or, in other words, what is 
to come near the end of God’s judgment on His people. 

And it’s not all great news. As a matter of fact, essentially the message is this: it’s gonna get a whole lot worse before 
it gets a whole lot better. Now the good news is when this all happens, the end of God’s judgment is near. The bad 
news is the end ain’t gonna be much fun.  

It’s like checking the weather forecast and finding out that there is severe weather on its way and there are gonna be 
some days ahead that are pretty nasty. But after that it’s gonna clear up and the weather will pass, the sun will shine 
again!  

7. This vision reminds us once again that God raises up kings and kingdoms and tears them down. One of the 
kings He is going to raise up (the little horn) is going to be quite the troublemaker and will despise God, 
defeat God’s people, defile the temple, and disregard the Scriptures.  

How does knowing that God raises up all leaders, even those who reject and oppose Him, influence what 
your attitude should be toward those placed in leadership over you? 

 

 

 

 

8. Israel has found themselves in the doghouse with God because of their sin and rebellion. Most of the time 
we’re quick to identify sin, ungodliness, and rebellion in other people. How does this vision caution us to 
examine the sin, ungodliness, and rebellion in our own lives first? 

 

 

 

 

9.  What is your least favorite form of discipline from your parents? What do you think is the purpose of 
discipline?  
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Key Verse: Daniel 8:27 

“And I, Daniel, was overcome and lay sick for some days.” 

Daniel 8 is a tough passage. It’s challenging because it uses dramatic and obscure imagery. It’s challenging because 
the message isn’t very positive — “it’s going to get a whole lot worse before it gets a whole lot better.”  

We don’t typically like messages like that. We love those fairytale endings where everyone lives happily ever after. We 
want messages that are simple, easy to understand, and morally applicable. (What does this say I’m supposed to do?) 
We want to hear messages from God that tell us that there’s good days ahead, messages full of funny and entertaining 
illustrations, and timely, practical applications that will make us be better people or more successful in life and leave 
us feeling good about ourselves.  

Daniel 8 (and much of the second half of Daniel) simply does not fit that mold.  

God doesn’t just tell us what we want to hear. God tells us what we need to hear. And sometimes what we need to 
hear isn’t always sunshine and roses.  

10. Who is someone in your life who doesn’t just tell you what you want to hear, but will tell you how it is, good 
or bad? What are some things that you appreciate about this person and what are some things that you 
don’t like? 

 

 

 

 

 

11. How have you felt that God’s Word has presented a message that has been “uncomfortable” or difficult 
to hear? 

 

 

 

 

How do you respond when God’s Word is challenging? 

 

 

 

 

 

12. What value do you think there is that God doesn’t just tell us what we want to hear, but what we need to 
hear? 
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Key Verse: Daniel 8:27 

“Then I rose and went about the king’s business, but I was appalled by the vision and did not understand it.” 

When nasty weather is bearing down on us, weathermen and women often offer advice on how to prepare for the 
storm and how to best weather the storm that’s coming. In some cases, like hurricanes, they may tell people to 
evacuate the area to protect themselves from the dangers ahead. Other times, in the case of snowstorms and 
blizzards, they may advise staying home and not braving the roads.  

The end of Daniel 8 shows us how Daniel weathered the storm that God’s forecast was calling for. Daniel didn’t 
evacuate and run away from the evil days ahead that God had prophesied. He also didn’t go out on some “high .” 
Instead, what Daniel did was return to his everyday tasks that God had called him to — he got up and went about the 
king’s business. In other words, Daniel kept living his life. Not because he was trying to ignore the message he’d just 
received. He was blown away by it. He couldn’t understand it. It troubled him. 

Daniel went about his life because he knew God was in control. And if God is in control of what’s going to happen 
tomorrow, then God is in control of what’s happening today. And if God is in control, then what’s the point of panicking 
about what’s to come? It’s in God’s hands — and those are better hands than my own!  

Over and over, the Bible says one thing to God’s people on how we are to live in light of all God says is going to happen: 
Do the king’s business; live faithfully; honor God today and let God take care of tomorrow.  

 

13. How can you live faithfully and honor God this week… 

At home? 
 
 
 
 
At school? 
 
 
 
 
In your heart? 
 
 
 
 
In the things you’re involved in? 
 

 

 

14. What worries you about the future?   
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Key Verse: Daniel 8:25 

“By his cunning he shall make deceit prosper under his hand, and in his own mind he shall become great. Without 
warning he shall destroy many. And he shall even rise up against the Prince of princes, and he shall be broken — but 
by no human hand.” 

History tells us that this evil king that is referred to here in Daniel 8 was a man named Antiochus Epiphanes. He was 
cruel to the Jews, he desecrated the temple in Jerusalem, and he viewed himself as a god made manifest. The dude 
was no good. While he meant trouble for God’s people and the world in general, we know that he wasn’t the first evil 
king, and he hasn’t been the last.  

When these evil kings and rulers rise up, let this remind us to trust in God. The battle ultimately belongs to the Lord. 
He has the ability to crush great and mighty kings without a fight. He is God Almighty, the Ruler over the Kingdom of 
Men and the Kingdom of Heaven.  

This simple promise from God: “He shall be broken — but by no human hand” is a promise that at the end of the day, 
the final word is not had by the ram, or the goat, but by the Lamb, Jesus Christ. He was crushed for our sins, placed 
in the grave, but rose again on the third day. His is a victory that will never be taken. 

There is a light at the end of the tunnel and that light isn’t the bright shining sun, but the beaming glory and holiness 
of the Son of God, Jesus Christ — the King of kings, the Lord of lords who has overcome the world and triumphed 
over sin and the grave. 

 
15. As you look at the world today…  

Where do you have a hard time trusting in the sovereignty of God? 

How do you see God “overthrowing the enemy” today? 

 

 

 

 

 

16. How does Jesus’ victory over the grave change how you engage with the world today? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This study was written by Pastor Jeremy Anderson. www.villagebible.church/students. 
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