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Epiphany 3 | January 22, 2023 
 

Service Elements taken from: Divine Service, Setting 4, Pew Hymnal (LSB) p. 201 
For your convenience, all hymn lyrics will also be displayed on the screens at the front of the Sanctuary. 

 

PRELUDE 
 

OPENING HYMN: Blessed Jesus at Your Word LSB #904 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD LSB p.201 
 Invocation/Confession 
 Gloria 
 Prayer of the Day 
 Old Testament Reading: Micah 6:1-8 Worship Bible p.779 
 Epistle Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 Worship Bible p.952 
 Alleluia  LSB #951 
 Holy Gospel Reading: Matthew 5:1-12 Worship Bible p.809 
 Apostles’ Creed 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Jesus Sat with His Disciples LSB #932 
 

MESSAGE Pastor Steve Grafe 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH/LORD’S PRAYER 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

CLOSING HYMN: O Jesus, King Most Wonderful LSB #554 
 

  

TRADITIONAL PRAISE WORSHIP OUTLINE 

IMPORTANT NOTES ABOUT THE LORD’S SUPPER: 
The Bible teaches that along with the bread and wine of Holy Communion we also receive the true body and blood of our 
Savior. Jesus’ own words, “this is my body” and “this is my blood for the forgiveness of sins” reveal His Real Presence in 
the sacrament (Luke 22, I Cor. 10:15-16). The Bible also teaches (1 Cor. 11:23-32) the Lord’s Supper, properly received brings 
great blessings, but improperly received without understanding can actually incur God’s judgment. If you are a baptized 
Christian who has been instructed in the Biblical teaching of communion, please feel free to commune today. If you have 
any questions, please first speak to a pastor.  
 

As you come forward, gluten free wafers are available by request, as well as individual cup choice of wine or lighter colored 
non-alcoholic grape juice (located in the center of the trays). Common cup is also offered during Traditional Praise services 
at the altar only.  
  

The Lord's Supper is celebrated in Traditional Praise on the first, third, and fifth weekends of the month; and in Modern 
Praise on the second and fourth weekends of the month. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
Week of January 22, 2023 
 
 

 

The top 4 most widely known biblical verses are: The Lord’s 
Prayer, Psalm 23, John 3:16, and The Beatitudes or Sermon on the 
Mount which is this weekend’s focus. The word Jesus uses in this 
sermon is often translated “blessed”. When we think about being 
blessed, many times for us it brings with it the idea of positive 
outcomes. But what if Jesus is talking about just the opposite?  
What if the idea of being blessed is totally upside-down from the 
way we conditionally think of it? And what if it has nothing at all 

to do with outcomes? Join us in worship this weekend as we look at these familiar verses and see what 
Jesus is really turning right-side up for us. 
 
HOLY BAPTISM – This weekend we celebrate the baptism of Vivian Mary Schulte, daughter 
of Jennifer and Brett at the 11:00 AM Traditional Praise service. May God richly bless Vivian 
and her family. 
 

 
 

GET INTO THE WORD THIS WINTER | Classes have begun! 
It's a New Year and with it comes many new opportunities at St. John to grow 
in your faith through God's Word. Bible study groups started meeting last 
week. Check out the new Get Into the Word Bible study listing, available in print 
and on our website! Please note that not all classes start in January; see individual class listings for more 
details. 
 
ARE YOU READY TO MAKE ST. JOHN YOUR HOME? | Class starts January 30 
Have you or someone you know been searching for an opportunity to learn or 
rediscover what real faith in Jesus is all about in a non-threatening environment 
where your real questions can be answered? Maybe you're new to St. John 
School or maybe you have been worshiping as a guest and finally feel led to 
make St. John your official church home. Whether transferring from another 
church or brand new to the Christian faith, The ONE Class is for you...and now 
is the time! Come join Pastors Marc, Steve, and Jon on an 8-week, action-packed 
journey through God's Word as they help you discover what Christian Lutheran faith is all about! You 
will also learn more about our St. John mission and vision! 
 

BIBLICAL DISCOVERY 

THE WEEKLY CONNECTION 
ONE IN JESUS…REACHING MANY! 
 

WORSHIP CELEBRATION 

 



Classes meet on Monday evenings from 7:00 to 8:30 PM. 
(Free childcare is available upon request.) After completion 
of the series participants are welcomed to prayerfully 
consider official membership as part of the St. John family.  
 

An email with registration information was recently sent 
out. Please contact church@stjohnrochester.org or call the 
Pastoral Office at 248-402-8020 if you have any questions. 
We hope you can join us! 

 

 
 

IMPORTANT ALL2JESUS UPDATE 
As we've been reminded throughout the weeks of the 
All2Jesus Faith & Generosity Initiative, the Lord has truly 
given each of us a divine opportunity to fully engage in 
growing in our faith and respond boldly in generosity to 
make an eternal difference in His name by expanding 
our school ministry to reach more and more children 
and families! 
 

So far, over 400 households have responded for a 
pledged commitment of more than $4.2 million over the next two years! This amount is above and 
beyond ongoing regular giving!! We are humbled and grateful to all of those who have responded in 
faith and generosity to make an eternal impact! We are truly blessed! 
  

Last week, we had over 200 people (75 in-person and 136+ online) attend the special congregation 
forum where the Building Expansion team shared the bid process and final estimates. Thank you to 
those who attended!  
 
Next week is the Special Congregation Meeting being held on Sunday, January 29 at 12:30 PM seeking 
final approval. Please make plans to attend this important gathering. In the meantime, let’s all continue 
to pray for the Lord’s leading as we walk together seeking His will in these important and exciting days! 
 

 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL | Sundays at 9:30 AM 

Sunday School is offered weekly at 9:30 AM in the school classrooms. All children ages 3 (toilet trained)  
through 6th grade are welcome to attend. No registration is required and there are no attendance 
requirements. We look forward to seeing your children and sharing with them the love of Jesus!  
 

SAVE THE DATE! VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2023 | July 10-14  
VBS is planned this summer for July 10-14 from 9:00 AM-
Noon. Registration will open February 14. Save the date on 
your calendar and look for more details coming soon.  

SHARED LIFE 

CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILIES 

mailto:church@stjohnrochester.org?subject=ONE%20Class%20-%20Starting%20January%2030


DADDY DAUGHTER DANCE | Friday, February 10 at 6:00 PM  
Mark your calendars for the St. John Daddy Daughter Dance, to 
be held Friday, February 10, in our gymnasium starting at 6:00 
PM. Hosted by St. John Child & Family Ministry and the Parent 
Network, this event is open to girls in Preschool 4’s to 8th grade 
from both our church and school.  
Registration is required and is now open at 
https://conta.cc/3QTDszX. The cost is $25 per family. This event is 

“Glow in the Dark” themed; Dads/Grandpas are encouraged (but not required) to wear neon colored 
clothing. Thank you to the many volunteers who are planning this event! If you would like to volunteer 
or if you have any questions, please contact Steve Wilson at swilson@stjohnrochester.org. 
 
SCHOOL NEWS 
National Lutheran Schools Week (NLSW) 
is being celebrated January 22–29 at St. 
John with the theme “Making Disciples for 
Life”, based on Matthew 28. NLSW 
provides more than 1,800 LCMS 
preschools, elementary schools and high 
schools with an opportunity to celebrate the blessings of Lutheran schools and to proclaim God’s work 
in our schools and communities. The week will include daily dress attire themes, guest speakers sharing 
information about their vocations, a STEAM assembly and more. The students and staff are looking 
forward to a great week! 

  

Enrollment Information 
Open House is today (Sunday) from 12:00 – 1:30 PM. The whole family is invited to join us to learn more 
about our Preschool to 8th grade. Meet the Principal and teachers, visit the classrooms, and talk to our 
current students and families.   
  

Current school student re-enrollment and congregation early enrollment is underway now through 
January 27. Remaining space will be opened to the community starting February 1.  
  

If you have any enrollment questions, please contact Beth Dameron at 248-402-8012 or 
bdameron@stjohnrochester.org. 
 
LIGHTHOUSE MIDDLE SCHOOL MINISTRY | Grades 6-8 | Tonight 6:00-8:00 PM 

https://conta.cc/3QTDszX
mailto:swilson@stjohnrochester.org
mailto:bdameron@stjohnrochester.org


Lighthouse is a place where Middle School students can come and feel 
safe and at home. It is also a place for students to bring their friends to 
share Jesus. Our activities include students in grades 6-8, and all are 
welcome! Lighthouse meetings are on Sundays from 6:00 - 8:00 PM. For 
more information, please contact our Director of Child and Family 
Ministry, Steve Wilson, at swilson@stjohnrochester.org. 
 
HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH MINISTRY | Grades 9-12 | Tonight 6:00 – 8:00 PM 
Tonight (Sunday) the youth will meet in the Youth Room from 6:00-8:00 PM for devotions, games and 
pizza! Hope to see you there! 
 

 If you are a senior, please text your graduation picture to Mrs. Hammett at 248-818-0861.  
 

For more information about High School Youth Ministry, contact Melissa Hammett at 
mhammett@stjohnrochester.org. 
 

 
 

FINANCIAL UPDATES 

“We ought always to thank God for you, brothers and sisters, and rightly so, because your faith is 
growing more and more, and the love all of you have for one another is increasing!” 2 Thessalonians 1:3 
 
GENERAL MISSION & MINISTRY OFFERINGS (as of 01/15/2023)  

  

Offerings for week ending January 15 $54,600 
  

Y.T.D. Budgeted Offerings: $1,572,152 

Y.T.D. Actual Offerings: $1,473,071 

Y.T.D. Variance to Budget: $(99,081) 
 (St. John’s fiscal year is 7/1/22 through 6/30/23) 

 

Budget to Actual for the week of January 15  119% 
Year-to-Date Offering Budget to Actual  94% 

 
CEREAL COLLECTION FOR NATIONAL LUTHERAN SCHOOLS WEEK | January 18 - 25 
As part of our NLSW celebration, we will be collecting regular size (18 oz) sealed boxes (no 
bags) of cereal, which will be donated to an area food pantry. School students may take 
donations to their homeroom; all other donations can be dropped off in the collection bins 
located in the Atrium through January 25. Thank you for your donations! 
 
HAT, SCARF, MITTEN, & GLOVE COLLECTION UPDATE  
The collection concluded last week, and donations totaled 561 hats, scarves, & gloves along with 80 
blankets from our 5th grade school students & families. It was a true blessing for our Mission Partners - 
Hope Warming Center, Family of God, and Rochester Area Neighborhood House.  
 

Thank you for your overwhelming response to help those in need! 

SACRIFICIAL GENEROSITY 

mailto:swilson@stjohnrochester.org
mailto:mhammett@stjohnrochester.org


 
 

OPPORTUNITY FOR SERVICE | St. Paul Community Lutheran Church, Pontiac 
Thank you to those who have been serving at our mission partner St. Paul. Your service in the food 
pantry and clothing closet has been a huge blessing! Over this last year over 1,481 people received food 
and clothing from this ministry. 
 

We are seeking additional volunteers to join us in serving at St. Paul Lutheran for the months of January, 
February, and March. We will be packaging meals, serving groceries to those in need, and helping fill 
clothing needs. If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Jennie Eller, Director of Mission 
Mobilization at Jeller@stjohnrochester.org. 
 

   

NEED PRAYER? Did you know that the St. John Prayer Ministry Team members pray for those on our 
weekly prayer list? Prayer Team members are also available in the Library on Sundays from 9:00 – 10:00 
AM to provide personal, confidential prayer for anyone who would like prayer. You are welcome to 
experience the blessing, encouragement, and comfort of having others pray for you in caring and Christ-
honoring ways.  
 
WE WOULD LOVE TO PRAY FOR WHATEVER IS ON YOUR HEART 
To submit a prayer request, please email it to prayer@stjohnrochester.org 
at any time or click on one of the prayer request links on our Online Worship 
Resources webpage. These requests are received by our pastors and are 
passed along (or kept confidential when requested) to our prayer warriors 
and are also included in our weekend worship. 
 

Healing & Peace:  Tanya - stomach surgery / Bobbie Baker / Rose Chila – cancer treatment / Ana Molina 
- cancer treatment / Don Kleckner – home hospice / Cheryl Leczel – upcoming spinal surgery / Kile McKee 
(brother-in-law of Nate & Cassie Benter) – severe injuries from auto accident / Chuck Schroeder – 
recovering from a stroke / Brian (close friend of Olex family) - cancer / Dave Leone (neighbor of Olex 
family) - hip surgery / Bill (son-in-law of Irv Becker) – hospice / Ruth Staffeld – possible shoulder surgery 
/ Allan Conrad (brother of Marilyn Miller) – hospice / Tom Beetham (father-in-law of Sarah) – hospitalized 
/ Brian Thornberry (father of Erin Morgante) – cancer treatment / Billie Martin (grandmother of Erin 
Morgante) - knee replacement recovery / Dave Ehlen – continued hospitalization from recent brain 
surgery 
Strength & Guidance: Molly – struggling / Future City Team competing in Regionals on Monday 
All2Jesus: (member prayer) – “Open our eyes Lord to see what You are doing among us! Let us all be 
faithful in the blessings you are giving us through our mission to children and families. Let faithfulness and 
generosity flow from us through remembering that You are allowing us to change the eternity of people – 
and that no cost is too great to realize that!” 
Gospel Impact: Upcoming Special Congregation Meeting / We continue to care & nurture human life in 
every aspect 
Thanksgiving:  Baptism of Vivian Mary Schulte - daughter of Jennifer and Brett / 57th wedding 
anniversary of John & Judy Stoll / 57th wedding anniversary of Wayne and Joan Kunze  

COMPASSIONATE SERVICE 

CONSTANT PRAYER 

mailto:Jeller@stjohnrochester.org
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Traditional Praise: Sundays at 8:00 AM | 9:30 AM | 11:00 AM (Online at 8:00AM) 
 

Modern Praise: Saturdays at 5:00 PM | Sundays @ 10:45 AM (Online at 10:45AM) 

1011 W. University Drive | Rochester, MI 48307 | 248.402.8000 | stjohnrochester.org 


